


~ Pierce County 
Office of the County Executive 

930 Tacoma Avenue South, Room 737 
Tacoma, Washington 98402-2100 
(253) 798-7477 • FAX (253) 798-6628 

October 8, 2003 

Faaluaina Pritchard, Executive Director 
Korean Women's Association 
of Washington State 
125 East 96th Street 
Tacoma, WA 98445 

Dear Ms. Pritchard: 

JOHN W. LADENBURG 
Executive 

jladenb @co.pie rce.wa.us 

LYLE QUASIM 
Chief of Staff 

lquasim @co.pierce.wa.us 

On behalf of the citizens of Pierce County, I want to congratulate the Korean Women's 
Association on the opening of the KW A Community Services Center and groundbreaking of 
the API Domestic Violence Emergency Shelter. 

The Korean Women's Association has worked diligently to meet the needs of our community 
and have served many individuals for the past 31 years. We thank you for your commitment. 

en urg 
ty Executive 

Printed on recycled paper 



PATTY MURRAY 
WASHINGTON 

COMMITTEES: 

APPROPR IATIONS 

BUDGET 

tinittd ~rates ~tnatt 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR 

AND PENSIONS 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

Faaluaina Pritchard 
Korean Women' s Association 
125 East 96th St 
Tacoma, WA 98445 

Dear Friends: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4704 

October 16, 2003 

I want to extend a wholehearted congratulation to the Korean Women's Association 
(KW A) and its members in this celebration of the opening of a new community services 
center. By bringing several social service programs to one location, the KW A will be 
able to provide superior assistance to the people of their community. 

I commend the efforts of the KW A in reaching out to youth and families who are in need. 
The services the KW A offers to immigrants, refugees, and victims of abuse are vital to 
the greater community. It is so important that we support, encourage, and embrace those 
organizations that do so much for our citizens. Thank you, KW A, for your dedication in 
serving your community and Washington State. 

Again, congratulations on the opening of your new community service center. Thank 
you for making such a positive difference. 

2930 WETMORE AVENUE 

SUITE 903 

EVERETT, WA 98201-4107 

1425) 259-6515 

2988 JACKSON FEDERAL BUILDING 

915 2ND AVENUE 
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Sincerely, 

(~ /VJ 
Patt~ 0 
Uniie:= Senator 
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Korean w omens Association 

THE M ARSHALL HOUSE 
1323 OFFICER'S Row 

VANCOUVER, WA 98661-3856 

1360) 696--7797 

402 EAST YAKIMA AVENUE 

SUITE 390 

YAKIMA, WA 98901-2760 

1509) 453-7462 



Donation Letter for Open House Ceremony 

• Pal-Do World: 8730 S. Tacoma Way Tacoma, WA 98499 

• BooHan Market: 9122 S. Tacoma Way Tacoma, WA 98499 

• Asian Market: 11715 Bridgeport Way SW. Lakewood, WA 98499 

• Costco: 2219 S. 3ih St. Tacoma, WA 98409 

• Cash & Carry: 6208 Tacoma Mall Blvd. Tacoma, WA 98409 

• East-Asia Market: 755 S. 38th St. Tacoma, WA 98418 

• Korean-American Senior Association of Tacoma: 
8529 33rd Ave. S. Lakewood, WA 98409 

• Korean-American Association of Tacoma: 
8645 Pacific Ave. #A Tacoma, WA 98444 

• Korean Grocers Association of State of Washington 
33310 Pacific Way S. #403 Federal Way, WA 98003 

• Evergreen Club of Korean Senior Association: 
33901 9th Ave. Federal Way, WA 98003 



DONOR WALL LIST FOR $500: 

... 
1. Arbeeny, Kyong Suk 
2. Crow, Sugin & David 
3. Dameron, Chong 
4. Dang, Sun 
5. Dream Tech 
6. Goering, Young Suk 
7. Ho Nam Korean Community Association 
8. Hong, Peter 
9. Hwang, Ki Hyun 
10. Hwang, Maria 
11. KCCWS 
12. Kim, Dr. Jay 
13. Kim, Hae Kyung 
14. Kim, Kay Chun 
15. Kim, Tal Chun 
16. Lee, Youn Ran 
1 7. N. W. Honam Friendship Association 
18. Novartis Pharmaceutical 
19. Park, Song Ja 
20. Park, Ann E 
21. Seeger, Pia Hong 
22. Synn, Dori 
23. YWCA 



DONOR WALL LIST FOR $300: 

1. Associated Ministries of Samoa 
2. Eigelbach, Yon Chong 
3. Englund, Sandra 
4. Evergreen Senior Club 
5. Filipino American Youth Organization(PAYO) 
6. Judge Advertising, Inc. 
7. Law, Sung W 
8. Park, Agnes 
9. Park, Sophia 
10. Smith Barney Investments 
11. Tehani, Cables 
12. The Federation of Korean American Association 

Northwest, USA 
13. Yoo, Joyce 
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Menu: 

~~ 1(/fJfflen, a re~ 
of Washington State 

A Multi-Cultural/ Multi-Lingual Community Services Agency 

Quality Services, Excellent Care 
Since 1972 

Menu for KW A Open House 
October 16, 2003 3:30 p.m . 

Bul-Gogi / BBQ Chicken Wing/ Chop Suey / Lumpia / 
Korean Sushi / Steamed -Rice I KimChee / Korean Sushi / 
Korean Rice-Cake / Vege Plate / Fruits / Drink(Water 
Bottle) / Coffee / Cake 

• Bul-Gogi (Joyce & Sarah) ........................... by Donation 
• BBQ Chicken Wing (Joyce & Sarah)............... Donation 
• Chop Suey (Mino) ............ Samoan Mealsite & Community 
• Lumpia (Belen) ................. Filipino Mealsite & community 
• Korean Sushi (Mrs. Kang) ... Korean Mealsite & Community 
• Steamed Rice & Serving (Mi Yeoung) ..... Domestic Violence 
• KimChee (Sarah) ................................... Senior Daycare 
• Korean Rice-Cake (Hyoung Nam) .................. Pacific Villa 
• Vege Plate (Joyce) ...................................... Citizenship 
• Fruits (Hanna) ................................. In Home Care Unit 
• Drink (Sarah) ......................................... by Donation 
• Coffee (HaeChi) ..... . .. . ..... . ... . .......... . ......... Food Stamp 
• Cake (Board) .......................................... KWA Board 
• Utensil (Alex) ............................................... Finance 

(Plates/N apkins/F olks/Chopstics/F ood Containers) 

*Set~up & BBQ Cook (Rick Brown/ Hyoung Nam) 
*Clean-up (Anita) ........... 'd ...... 1 ••• ,,_w ........ Youtl, 

□ 125 East 96th Street □ 12602 Bri geport vvay ;::, rr"'- 511 Duterrow Rd. SE 
Tacoma, WA 98445 Lakewood, WA 98499 Olympia, WA 98513 
(253) 535-4202 (253)512-0916 (360) 455-4524 
Fax (253) 535-4827 Fax (253) 512-0964 Fax (360) 455-4525 

email : kwa @nwrain.com website: www.kwaonline.com 



NORM DICKS 

WASHI NGTON 1 SI X T H DISTRICT 

HOUSE OF REPRESEN TATIVES 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 20515 

October 16, 2003 

Faaluanina Pritchard, Executive Director 
Korean Women's Association 
125 E 96th ST 
Tacoma, WA 98445 

Dear Faaluaina Pritchard, 

Congratulations on the opening of the new Community Services Center and the ground 
breaking of the Asian Pacific Islander Domestic Violence Emergency Shelter. The Korean 
Women's Association has been a vital organization for our area over the last thirty years and I 
am glad that you continue to expand your services. 

These new facilities will provide needed services for many of those in our community 
who have not been able to seek traditional assistance. The Community Services Center and 
Domestic Violence Emergency Shelter will help bridge the language and cultural barriers to 
better serve those in our community. I commend the Korean Women's Association ' s leadership 
in improving access to services for Asian Pacific Islanders and minorities. 

I wish I could be here in person today, but my duties as the Representative of the 6th 

Congressional District in Washington State prevent me from attending. Please accept my 
congratulations on the opening of the new Community Services Center and the ground breaking 
of the Asian Pacific Islander Domestic Violence Emergency Shelter. 

Sincerely, 

f7 ~ 
~ Jo~ KS 

Member of Congress 

NDD/sdk 



... 

Pierce County Community Services 

In Great Appreciation 

Your office was the first to step up and support our dream to develop the 
KW A Community Services Center_and a W AFHOME for Domestic 
Violence. You have helped us touch many lives in not only Pierce County 
but throughout the State of Washington. KWA is honored to be a partner of 
your department in assuring cultural competent quality services for our 
community every day. Thank You! 

October 16, 2003 
Presented by: Sulja Warnick, Chair of Board 
Korean Women's Association 

**************************************************** 
Washington State Community Trade & Economic Department 

In Great Appreciation 

Of your wonderful and outstanding support for the development of the KW A 
Community Services Center. Not only that, you have greatly honored our 
request for the need to build a W AFHOME for Domestic Violence. You 
provided us with great technical help and understanding. Your willingness to 
be flexible and believing in KW A as a cultural competent community based 
organization is commendable. We are proud to be a partner of your agency 
in making a difference every day for the betterment of the community. 
Thank you! 

October 16, 2003 
Presented by: Sulja Warnick, Chair of Board 
Korean Women's Association 

********************************************************** 
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Cheney Foundation 

In Great Appreciation 

Thank you for your willingness to help the KW A serve those who would not 
be served because of their cultural and language barriers. Thank you for 
believing in the KW A as a community based organization. The construction 
of the KWA Community Services Center would not have been possible 
without your assistance and support. Your Foundation has always been 
there for the KWA. We greatly commend the Cheney Foundation for 
reaching out, and truly serve for all mankind. Thank you! 

October 16, 2003 
Presented by: Sulja Warnick, Chair of Board 
Korean Women's Association 

************************************************ 
City of Tacoma Economic Department 

In Great Appreciation 

For your exceptional technical support and willingness to understand and 
assist during the development of the KW A Community Services Center and 
the W AFHOME for Domestic Violence. You have always helped the KW A 
serve the community better. Accessibility to working with your staff has 
been wonderful and effective. KW A is honored with its partnership with the 
City of Tacoma over the years for many of its programs. We are grateful for 
your passion to serve the people in need. Thank you! 

October 16, 2003 
Presented by: Sulja Warnick, Chair of Board 
Korean Women's Association 

*********************************************** 



Ok Sun Wilson, Chair 
Building Project Development Team 

In Appreciation 

Of your leadership, passionate advocacy, and due diligence for the 
development of the KW A Community Services Center. You have inspired 
the community through this project. This Center will stand to serve the 
people with pride for a very long time. 

Thank you! 

October 16, 2003 
Presented by: Sulja Warnick, Chair of Board 
Korean Women's Association 
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************************************************ 
City of Tacoma Economic Department 

In Great Appreciation 

For your exceptional technical support and willingness to understand and 
assist during the development of the KW A Community Services Center and 
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*********************************************** 
Ok Sun Wilson, Chair 
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PRESS RELEASE 
Korean Women's Association -125 East 96th Street, Tacoma, WA 98445 

Subject: 
Korean Women's Association (KWA) is very proud to announce the completion of our 
newly constructed community services center. Our open house is planned for October 16, 
2003 at 3:30 p.m. This beautiful 10,000 square foot facility with a full commercial 
kitchen and a 300 persons hall capacity - will host and administer twenty-two (22) social 
service types of programs to serve over 1,500 clients per month by 567 employees and 
over 100 volunteers. These services are to help the poor, low-income, elderly, youth and 
families, immigrants, refugees, limited and non English speaking, Alzheimers and 
dementia, disabled, abused women and children, and the disadvantaged. Our programs 
have been scattered throughout the county because of lack of space. It has also been very 
costly because of the traveling and rental fees. And now we can be in one location to be 
cost effective and more efficient. 

Also on this same day at the same location: 

We are groundbreaking the construction of the "First Asian Pacific Emergency Women 
Shelter- in the entire Northwest, for Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Victims". 
$639,223 plus O&M monies - Grant is awarded to Korean Women's Association from 
WA State Department of Community Trade and Economic Development, and $125,000 
from the Pierce County Community Services to build this very needed service. 
Story about the shelter: 
Korean Women's Association (KWA) has been serving to assist victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault for the past thirty-one (31) years. This is one of the reasons 
KWA formed in 1972. During the early 70's, there was a cry for assistance from the 
Military (both McChord Airforce Base and Fort Lewis Army Base) to help with the 
Servicemen Korean wives who were abuse, neglected, isolated, and having culture and 
language barriers. A small group of Korean women then formed as a social club and 
started the KWA to address the different needs of these servicemen wives. At that time, 
the assistance was strictly on a voluntary basis. In 1996 - KW A decided to formalize its 
assistance for domestic violence and began to apply to different government agencies and 
foundations for funding to expand the assistance for domestic violence and sexual assault 
victims. KWA is now being funded by the Washington State Office of Crimes and 
Victims Advocacy, City of Federal Way, City of Lakewood, City of Tacoma, Pierce 
County Community Services, and different private Foundations in a total of $109,778 per 
year plus lots of in-kind contributions from the KW A. 

The KW A is now serving up to 176 domestic violence victim clients per year. Majority 
of our clients are Korean women and children, and most live in the City of Tacoma and 
the greater Pierce County. For more questions regarding these projects, please contact 
any of us: Faaluaina Pritchard - Executive Director, . 
Sul Ja Warnick - Board Chair; at 253-535-4202, our fax is 253-535-4827. 



ADAM SMITH 
9TH DISTRICT, WASHINGTON 

227 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225--8901 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
1717 PACIFIC AVENUE, #2135 

TACOMA, WA 98402 
(253) 593-6600 

TOLL FREE 1-888-SMITH09 
e-mai l: http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 

http://www.house.gov/adamsmith/ 

October 9, 2003 

<!Congress of tbe Wntteb ~tates 
1!,ou£>e of l\epre£>entatibe£> 
mlasbington, tJB(IC 20515-4709 

Ms. Faaluaina H. Pritchard 
Executive Director 
Korean Women's Association 
125 East 96th Street 
Tacoma, Washington 98445 

Dear Lua, 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

TACTICAL AIR AND LAND FORCES 

TERRORISM, UNCONVENTIONAL THREATS AND 
CAPA BILITIES 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEE, 

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

CONGRESSIONAL INTERNET CAUCUS 

NEW DEMOCRAT COALITION 

Please allow me to congratulate you on the recent completion of your newly constructed 
community center. To build a 10,000 square foot facility which will facilitate 22 social services 
that will help administer programs to our low-income, elderly, youth and families, immigrants, 
refugees, Alzheimers and dementia, disabled, abused women and children, or those just 
disadvantaged is a true accomplishment and an asset to this region. 

It is a pleasure to have such high quality and dedicated organizations with proven leadership in 
this area that are committed to making everyday life better for those less fortunate. Thank you 
for being devoted to the needs of your clients, employees and the community you continually 
continue to serve. 

Once again, congratulations. I look forward to hearing great things about the community center 
in the future. If my office can ever be of assistance to your organization, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 

Adam Smith 
Member of Congress 

AS:jth 
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August 26, 2003 

~~ 1(/fJ-HteH, ,~ ri~ 
of Washington State 

A Multi-Cultural/ Multi-Lingual Community Services Agency 

Quality Services, Excellent Care 
Since 1972 

Dear KW A Friends, Families, and Partners: 

Subiect: Request for Donation 

Korean Women's Association (KWA) is very proud to announce the near completion of 
our newly constructed community services center to be opened at the end of September 
2003. Our open house is planned for October 16, 2003 at 3 :30 p.m. lbis beautiful 
I 0,000 square foot facility with a full commercial kitchen and a 300 persons hall capacity 
- will host and administer twenty-two (22) social service types of programs to serve over 
1,500 clients per month by 567 employees and over 100 volunteers. These services are to 
help the poor, low-income, elderly, youth and families, immigrants, refugees, limited and 
non English speaking, Alzheimers and dementia, disabled, abused women and children, 
and the disadvantaged. Our programs have been scattered throughout the county because 
of lack of space. It has also been very costly because of the traveling and rental fees. 
And now we can be in one location to be cost effective and more efficient. 

We want to share the opportunity for you, your family, and your agency to be publicized 
on our "Donor Wall" we plan to locate at the front entrance of the new building. This 
will allow our friends, families, and partner agencies to express their care and love as 
well as to be recognized in support of the services the KW A provides for the community 
- which is tremendous. This can also be a wonderful memory name plate for a loved one 
who has been or being served by the KW A as a client. An estimated of 400-700 people 
will walk through our new building for assistance and program participation on a weekly 
basis and will see this "donor wall" often. 

Therefore, we are humbly asking if you would kindly donate $100 or more to help us 
with our new building and put your name on the KWA "Donor Wall". Your donation is 
tax deductible, and our tax identification number is #91-1066806. Please help us 
continue to make a difference in people's lives! Thank you for your assistance and 
support. I can be reached at 253-535-4202, or by email:luaprkwa@nwlink.com. 

Sincerely,~ 

Faaluaina Pritchard 
Executive Director 

e ..--- /,,~ v' ~ <(: ., .., 4 /vl4"'' .,,, 
~ # J , o <..1 <--- fi/'~e .r . 
/~ R /J!J _ #i#fC,e: 
. ,zz,,µec., J 6 u""' ~f)4 

** Please make your checks to: Korean Women's Association, for new building donor 
wall. *** 

□ 125 East 96th Street □ 31218 Pacific Hwy. S. #A □ 4306 Pacific Ave. SE □ 1131 E. Shelton Springs Rd. □ 417 N. Pearl St. #A 
Tacoma. WA 98445 Federal Way, WA 98003 Lacey, WA 98503 Shelton, WA 98584 Centralia, WA 98531 
(253) 535-4202 (253) 946-1995 (360) 455-4524 (360) 426-9700 (360) 736-4310 
Fax (253) 535-4827 Fax (253) 946-1997 Fax (360) 455-4525 Fax (360) 426-6688 Fax (360) 736-4319 

email : luaprkwa @nwlink.com website: www.kwaonline.org 
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• KWA 

We all have American dreams! 

Seeing family gathering and youth sports in the park, we feel peaceful and 

happy. Seeing diverse students in college campus, we feel positive and rich . 

Seeing public assistance, we feel we have opportunity to move on to. 

Korean Women's Association opens for anyone who wants to achieve your 

American Dream, utilizing second opportunity. Social department provides Im

migration and Naturalization service for you . 

When Z knocked our office , he was 19 years old young boy. He crossed border with his parents and three 

siblings 6 years ago, having American Dream. He lost both of his parents shortly after and became the head 

of household , raising his three young siblings on his own . He worked so hard while he attending school and 

taking care of his siblings. He finally bought his 

own house for his family! Once Obama passed 

Deferred Act Childhood Arrival (DACA) bill , he 

submitted application through our service in order 

to receive the work permit. We still remember his 

face with joy and satisfaction. 

Unfortunately DACA no longer exists. But KWA 

has still provided services such as: 

1. Application for Naturalization, N-400 

2. Request for Fee Waiver, 1-912 

3. Request for Reduced Fee, 1-942 

4. Petition for Alien Relative, 1-130 

5. Application to Register Permanent Resident or 

Adjust Status, 1-485 

6. Application for Travel Document, 1-131 

7. Application to Replace Permanent Resident Card, 1-90 

8. Application for Employment Authorization , 1-765 

9. Affidavit of Support, 1-864 

Korean Women's .Association 

10. Application to Replace Naturalization/Citizenship Document, N-565 

11 . Application for Certificate of Citizenship , N-600 

We want to share your joy and success when we are working for your dream come true. 

Mi-Young Lee, Social Services Department Director 

m Korean Wornen'sAssodationofWashingtonState 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
£VERY STUDENT. c'VE"'f" CA" 

DEPARTMENT Office of Community Partnership 

ITEM TITLE APPROVAL OF THE RECOGNITION OF GOLD STAR COMMUNllY PARTNER AWARD TO SUUA WARNICK 

BOARD MEETING DATE January 26, 2017 

CURRENT CONSIDERATION 
A native of South Korean, Sulja Warnick received her BA degree in English Literature from the Hyosung Women's 
University and post graduate studies from the Ewha University in South Korea. Her teaching certificate was earned 
through the Seattle Pacific University. Sulja served as an ESL teacher in TPS for almost thirty years. More importantly, 
Sulja has been a committed and passionate community leader and supporter of students and families during the past 

four decades. Shortly after her arrival in Tacoma, Sulja helped found the Korean Women Association (KWA) to help offer 

emotional and social support to a small group of Korean wives of American servicemen in 1972. Since that time, Sulja 

has contributed significantly to the community in multiple ways and has helped to develop KWA into one of the largest 

social service agencies in the state. Today, KW.A offers a broad array of coordinated, multi-cultural service~ to over 

150,000 clients in 11 Washington counties. Sulja Warnick was the primary catalyst to promote and assure that Korean 

language and culture courses be taught as a world language in our school system .. In early 1995, Sulja made a suggestion 

for us to explore the possibility of offering of Korean language classes for our students, due to the increase of the Korean 

- ------ - - -
community presence locally, as well as the explosion in overseas trade with many South Korean businesses. We 

accepted hers and the community's wise recommendation and Korean language and culture courses were instituted in 

t he Tacoma Public Schools in the fall of 1995. In 2008, when our district was experiencing dire budgetary constraints, 

Sulja effectively led a drive to raise funds to help sustain the Korean Language and Culture Program. As a result, TPS 

School Board was presented with a check for $36,500, allowing us to continue the Korean language program at both the 

middle and high school levels. Today, Korean language classes are available at Baker, Giaudrone, Foss and Mt. Tahoma 

High School. 

Since the inception of the Korean language program, Sulja, through her efforts with KWA and the Korean Consulate in 

Seattle, has been an invaluable partner. Sulja has assisted in the implementation of culturally relevant and appropriate 

approaches toward teaching our Korean students and understanding their community. Sulja has arranged field trips for 

our non-native-speaking Korean language students to visit many Korean cultural sites. These opportunities help 

introduce students to the tastes, spirit, style and uniqueness of the Korean culture. Many of these students can now 

feel more comfortable in interacting with local Korean businesses, neighbors, Korean students and community. These 

experiences also stimulate students' interest in becoming more enthusiastic about visiting Korea and being engaged in 

all things related to Korea, its people, language, and culture. Through her efforts, our school district has been able to 
forge close relationships with the Korean consulate in Seattle and several school districts in South Korea. 

Additionally, every other year during the past 15 years, Sulja has ensured the subsidization of costs to allow twenty 
students and several Tacoma Board Members/Principals to visit Korea for two weeks in the summer. Then, in the 
subsequent winter TPS would host twenty Korean students and their school officials in Tacoma for a reciprocal visit for up 
to two weeks. Many of our students benefrt:ed from Sulja's excellent teaching and devotion while she was a teacher. 
These benefits continue through the years even after her retirement. Besides being a founding member of KWA, Sulja 
has served on numerous boards and commission including the Governor Governor's Commission on Asian Pacific 
American Affairs, the State of Washington Superintendent of Public Instruction Education Reform Think Tank, the 
Multicare Health Foundation and, most recently, the Foundation for Tacoma Schools. Sulja has been honored with many 
awards, both local and abroad, for her sustaining civic leadership, contributions and support of her community. Last year, 
Sulja received the DongBaek HoonJang Award, which is the equivalence of the US Presidential Medal of Freedom, from 
the President of Republic of Korea. 
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',(Y,N A Founding Members 

Early in ',(Y,NA history, a small group of 
Korean women started to build a legacy 
of kindness - reaching out to help 
Korean women in need. 

• KWA 

Honoring Our History 

Humble Beginnings 

What started with 10 Korean women with the singular goal of 
helping other women in their culture has grown to a $22 
million non-profit agency that employs over 1,000 employees 
whose purpose is to provide social and health services to the 
poor and most vulnerable. The Korean's Women Association 
(KW A) began in 1972 when Kim Nam Hui started a Korean 
women's social club in Tacoma, Washington. The IO-women 
group shared Korean meals, spoke and sang in their native 
language, and told away-from-home stories to help ease their 
homesickness. 

Since the beginning, KWA has helped nearly 4 million low
income people with social and health services. Today it helps 
nearly 150,000 people every year. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, local servicemen stationed at 
Ft. Lewis Army Base and McChord Air Force Base in Tacoma 
went abroad and many married Korean women and brought 
them back to the United States. 

Culture Shock Sets in For Korean Wives of 
Servicemen 

Many of the wives were having problems adjusting to the 
American culture and had language barriers that made every 
day activities, and their lives in general, very difficult. They 
couldn' t read or speak English and didn't know how to drive. 
Everyday chores like going to the grocery store or doctor's 
office were challenging. Life was frustrating to these women 
and their families - and some were being abused. The women's 
group was soon selling popular Korean foods such as kimchi 
and rice cakes to the Korean community to help raise money 
for outreach. They helped other Korean women with 
transportation and translation to help them cope with 
everyday life. 

Honoring Our History 



To Whom It May Concern: 

Arthur 0. Jarvis, Ed. D. 
Superintendent 

601 So. 8th St. - P.O. Box 1357 
Tacoma, WA 98401-1357 

253-571-1010-Fax 571 -1440 
ajarvis@tacoma.kl 2. wa. us 

October 27, 2010 

It is with great pleasure that I recommend to you the Korean Women's Association (KWA), 
headquartered in Tacoma, Washington, United States of America, as an outstanding candidate 
for the Ho-Am Award in the Community Service category. The KWA has been the primary 
catalyst to promote and assure that the Korean language and culture courses be taught and 
sustained as a world language in our school system. 

In early 1995, the Korean Women's Association made a suggestion for us to look into the 
offering of Korean language classes for our students, due to the increase of the Korean 
community presence locally, as well as the explosion in overseas trade with many South Korean 
businesses. We accepted their wise recommendation and Korean language and culture courses 
were instituted in the Tacoma Public Schools in the fall of 1995. 

Since inception of the Korean language program, KWA has been an invaluable partner to us. 
The organization has been most helpful for us, the school district administrators, principals, and 
teachers, in assuring the implementation of culturally relevant and appropriate approaches 
toward teaching our Korean students and understanding their community. The agency has 
arranged field trips for our non-native-speaking Korean language students to visit many Korean 
cultural sites, such as the magnificent and authentic Korean Buddhist Temple, local Korean 
department stores, restaurants, and grocery markets. These opportunities help introduce these 
students to the tastes, spirit, style and uniqueness of the Korean culture. Many of these students 
can now feel more comfortable in interacting with local Korean businesses, neighbors, Korean 
students and community. These experiences also stimulate students' interest in becoming more 
enthusiastic about visiting Korea and being engaged in all things related to Korea, its people, 
language, and culture. 

Additionally, every other year for over a decade, KWA has arranged the subsidization of costs to 
allow twenty students and several Tacoma Board Members/Principals to visit Korea for two 
weeks in the summer. Then, in the subsequent winter KW A would host twenty Korean students 
and their school officials in Tacoma for a reciprocal visit for up to two weeks. 

More recently, in 2008, when our district was experiencing dire budgetary constraints, KW A 
effectively initiated a drive to raise funds to help sustain the Korean Language and 



Culture Program in the Tacoma Public Schools. At the end of their effort, KWA presented the 
School Board with a check for over $36,500, allowing us to continue the Korean language 
program at both the middle and high school levels. 

The KW A, for several years, has operated a highly effective Youth Program. This program has 
organized and provided for local college students to conduct tutorial support in homework for 
Tacoma School District middle, high, and elementary school students, particularly to our various 
immigrant population of Samoan, Korean, Russian, and Southeast Asian students. 

In all, not only has the Korean Women's Association provided important leadership, vitality and 
support to the local Korean population, but it also serves as a thoughtful cultural ambassador to 
our entire school district and non-Korean citizens. Through its partnership and involvement, we 
have learned to appreciate the beauty, richness, and importance that the Korean culture and 
language can and does contribute to our community, our country, and to the world. 

In addition to the agency's outstanding support to the Tacoma School District, KWA, through 
the myriad programs and activities carried out in Tacoma and throughout the entire western half 
of the State of Washington since 1972, has been a primary source of strength and sustenance for 
the local Korean community. The Korean Women's Association of Tacoma, Washington, 
would be a deserving recipient of your important Ho-Am Award for Community Service, and 
without reservation I highly recommend your favorable consideration of its application. Thank 
you. 
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DEPARTMENT Office of Community Partnership 

ITEM TITLE APPROVAL OF THE RECOGNITION OF GOLD STAR COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD TO SUUA WARNICK 

BOARD MEETING DATE January 26, 2017 

BACKGROUND Tacoma Public Schools defines 'partnership' as a cooperative relationship between students, families, 
schools, school districts and the greater Tacoma Community. Partners are committed to supporting student academic 
success and the whole child . Partners work with and invest in the education of our children and youth-whose future, in 
turn, will affect the quality of life in the entire Tacoma community. 

When it comes to student success TPS recognizes that schools cannot do it alone. In recognition of an investment of 
time, talent and resources for TPS students, families and staff - the Gold Star Community Partner Award signifies honor 
and thanks to a community partner who has made a difference by doing what is best for kids. 

CURRENT CONSIDERATION 
A native of South Korean, Sulja Warnick received her BA degree in English Literature from the Hyosung Women's 

University and post graduate studies from the Ewha University in South Korea. Her teaching certificate was earned 

through the Seattle Pacific University. Sulja served as an ESL teacher in TPS for almost thirty years. More importantly, 

Sulja has been a committed and passionate community leader and supporter of students and families during the past 

four decades. Shortly after her arrival in Tacoma, Sulja helped found the Korean Women Association (KWA) to help offer 

emotional and social support to a small group of Korean wives of American servicemen in 1972. Since that time, Sulja 

has contributed significantly to the community in multiple ways and has helped to develop KWA into one of the largest 

social service agencies in the state. Today, KWA offers a broad array of coordinated, multi-cultural services to over 

150,000 clients in 11 Washington counties. Sulja Warnick was the primary catalyst to promote and assure that Korean 

language and culture courses be taught as a world language in our school system. In early 1995, Sulja made a suggestion 

for us to explore the possibility of offering of Korean language classes for our students, due to the increase of the Korean 



·-
community presence locally, as well as the explosion in overseas trade with many South Korean businesses. We 

accepted hers and the community's wise recommendation and Korean language and culture courses were instituted in 

the Tacoma Public Schools in the fall of 1995. In 2008, when our district was experiencing dire budgetary constraints, 

Sulja effectively led a drive to raise funds to help sustain the Korean Language and Culture Program. As a result, TPS 

School Board was presented with a check for $36,500, allowing us to continue the Korean language program at both the 

middle and high school levels. Today, Korean language classes are available at Baker, Giaudrone, Foss and Mt. Tahoma 

High School. 

Since the inception of the Korean language program, Sulja, through her efforts with KWA and the Korean Consulate in 

Seattle, has been an invaluable partner. Sulja has assisted in the implementation of culturally relevant and appropriate 

approaches toward teaching our Korean students and understanding their community. Sulja has arranged field trips for 

our non-native-speaking Korean language students to visit many Korean cultural sites. These opportunities help 

introduce students to the tastes, spirit, style and uniqueness of the Korean culture. Many of these students can now 

feel more comfortable in interacting with local Korean businesses, neighbors, Korean students and community. These 

experiences also stimulate students' interest in becoming more enthusiastic about visiting Korea and being engaged in 

all things related to Korea, its people, language, and culture. Through her efforts, our school district has been able to 

forge close relationships with the Korean consulate in Seattle and several school districts in South Korea. 

Additionally, every other year during the past 15 years, Sulja has ensured the subsidization of costs to allow twenty 
students and several Tacoma Board Members/Principals to visit Korea for two weeks in the summer. Then, in the 
subsequent winter TPS would host twenty Korean students and their school officials in Tacoma for a reciprocal visit for up 
to two weeks. Many of our students benefited from Sulja's excellent teaching and devotion while she was a teacher. 
These benefits continue through the years even after her retirement. Besides being a founding member of KWA, Sulja 
has served on numerous boards and commission including the Governor Governor's Commission on Asian Pacific 
American Affairs, the State of Washington Superintendent of Public Instruction Education Reform Think Tank, the 
Multicare Health Foundation and, most recently, the Foundation for Tacoma Schools. Sulja has been honored with many 
awards, both local and abroad, for her sustaining civic leadership, contributions and support of her community. Last year, 
Sulja received the DongBaek HoonJang Award, which is the equivalence of the US Presidential Medal of Freedom, from 
the President of Republic of Korea. 

FISCAL IMPLICATION 
None 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Community Partnership Office recommends the Board of Directors recognize Sulja Warnick as being awarded the 
Gold Star Community Partner Award. 

STRATEGIC BENCHMARK 
Goal 1: Academic Excellence 
Goal 2: Partnership 

ITEM APPROVED BY 

Dr. Joshua Garcia, Deputy Superintendent 
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CURRENT CONSIDERATION 
A native of South Korean, Sulja Warnick received her BA degree in English Literature from the Hyosung Women's 

University and post graduate studies from the Ewha University in South Korea. Her teaching certificate was earned 
through the Seattle Pacific University. Sulja served as an ESL teacher in TPS for almost thirty years. More importantly, 
Sulja bas been a committed and passionate community leader and supporter of students and families during the past 

four decades. Shortly after her arrival in Tacoma, Sulja helped found the Korean Women Association (KWA) to help offer 

emotional and social support to a small group of Korean wives of American servicemen In 1972. Since that time, Sulja 

has contributed significantly to the community in multiple ways and has helped to develop KWA into one of the largest 

social service agencies in the state. Today, KW.A offers a broad array of coordinated, multi-cultural service~ to over 

150,000 clients in 11 Washington counties. Sulja Warnick was the primary catalyst to promote and assure that Korean 

language and culture courses be taught as a world language In our school system .. In early 1995, Sulja made a suggestion 

for us to explore the possibility of offering of Korean language classes for our students, due to the increase of the Korean 

- ------- - - ------ --
community presence locally, as well as the explosion in overseas trade with many South Korean businesses. We 

accepted hers and the community's wise recommendation and Korean language and culture courses were instituted in 

the Tar.oma Public Schools in the fall of 1995. In 2008, when our district was experiencing dire budgetary constraints, 

Sulja effectively led a drive to raise funds to help sustain the Korean Language and Culture Program. As a result, TPS 

School Board was presented with a check for $36,500, allowing us to continue the Korean language program at both the 

middle and high school levels. Today, Korean language classes are available at Baker, Giaudrone, Foss and Mt. Tahoma 

High School. 

Since the inception of the Korean language program, SUlja, through her efforts with KWA and the Korean Consulate In 

Seattle, has been an invaluable partner. Sulja has assisted in the implementation of culturally relevant and appropriate 

approaches toward teaching our Korean students and understanding their community. Sulja has arranged field trips for 

our non-native-speaking Korean language students to visit many Korean cultural sites. These opportunities help 

introduce students to the tastes, spirit, style and uniqueness of the Korean culture. Many of these students can now 

feel more comfortable in interacting with local Korean businesses, neighbors, Korean students and community. These 

experiences also stimulate students' interest In becoming more enthusiastic about visiting Korea and being engaged in 

all things related to Korea, its people, language, and culture. Through her efforts, our school district has been able to 
forge dose relationships with the Korean consulate in Seattle and several school districts in South Korea. 

Additionally, every other year during the past 15 years, Sulja has ensured the subsidization of costs to allow twenty 
students and several Tacoma Board Members/Principals to visit Korea for two weeks in the summer. Then, in the 
subsequent winter TPS would host twenty Korean students and their school officials In Tacoma for a reciprocal visit for up 
to two weeks. Many of our students benefited from Sulja's excellent teaching and devotion while she was a teacher. 
These benefits continue through the years even after her retirement. Besides being a founding member of KWA, Sulja 
has served on numerous boards and commission including the Governor Governor's Commission on Asian Pacific 
American Affairs, the State of Washington Superintendent of Public Instruction Education Reform Think Tank, the 
Multicare Health Foundation and, most recently, the Foundation for Tacoma Schools. Sulja has been honored with many 
awards, both local and abroad, for her sustaining civic leadership, contributions and support of her CQIDll1unity. Last year, 
Sulja received the DongBaek. HoooJang Award, which is the equivalence of the US Presidential Medal of Freedom, from 
the President of Republic of Korea. 
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BOARD MEETING DATE January 26, 2017 

CURRENT CONSIDERATION 
A native of South Korean, Sulja Warnick received her BA degree in English Literature from the Hyosung Women's 

University and post graduate studies from the Ewha University in South Korea. Her teaching certificate was earned 
through the Seattle Pacific University. Sulja served as an ESL teacher in TPS for almost thirty years. More importantly, 
Sulja has been a committed and passionate community leader and supporter of students and families during the past 

four decades. Shortly after her arrival in Tacoma, Sulja helped found the Korean Women Association (KWA) to help offer 
emotional and social support to a small group of Korean wives of American servicemen in 1972. Since that time, Sulja 

has contributed significantly to the community in multiple ways and has helped to develop KWA into one of the largest 
social service agencies in the state. Today, KW_A offers a broad array of coordinated, multi-cultural services to over 

150,000 clients in 11 Washington counties. Sulja Warnick was the primary catalyst to promote and assure that Korean 
language and culture courses be taught as a world language in our school system. In early 1995, Sulja made a suggestion 
for us to explore the possibility of offering of Korean language classes for our students, due to the increase of the Korean 

community presence locally, as well as the explosion in overseas trade with many South Korean businesses. We 
accepted hers and the community's wise recommendation and Korean language and culture courses were instituted in 
the Tacoma Public Schools in the fall of 1995. In 2008, when our district was experiencing dire budgetary constraints, 

Sulja effectively led a drive to raise funds to help sustain the Korean Language and Culture Program. As a result, TPS 

School Board was presented with a check for $36,500, allowing us to continue the Korean language program at both the 

middle and high school levels. Today, Korean language classes are available at Baker, Giaudrone, Foss and Mt. Tahoma 
High School. 

Since the inception of the Korean language program, Sulja, through her efforts with KWA and the Korean Consulate in 
Seattle, has been an invaluable partner. Sulja has assisted in the implementation of culturally relevant and appropriate 
approaches toward teaching our Korean students and understanding their community. Sulja has arranged field trips for 

our non-native-speaking Korean language students to visit many Korean cultural sites. These opportunities help 

introduce students to the tastes, spirit, style and uniqueness of the Korean culture. Many of these students can now 
feel more comfortable in interacting with local Korean businesses, neighbors, Korean students and community. These 
experiences also stimulate students' interest in becoming more enthusiastic about visiting Korea and being engaged in 

all things related to Korea, its people, language, and culture. Through her efforts, our school district has been able to 
forge close relationships with the Korean consulate in Seattle and several school districts in South Korea. 

Additionally, every other year during the past 15 years, Sulja has ensured the subsidization of costs to allow twenty 
students and several Tacoma Board Members/Principals to visit Korea for two weeks in the summer. Then, in the 
subsequent winter TPS would host twenty Korean students and their school officials in Tacoma for a reciprocal visit for up 
to two weeks. Many of our students benefited from Sulja's excellent teaching and devotion while she was a teacher. 
These benefits continue through the years even after her retirement. Besides being a founding member of KWA, Sulja 
has served on numerous boards and commission including the Governor Governor's Commission on Asian Pacific 
American Affairs, the State of Washington Superintendent of Public Instruction Education Reform Think Tanlc, the 
Multicare Health Foundation and, most recently, the Foundation for Tacoma Schools. Sulja has been honored with many 
awards, both local and abroad, for her sustaining civic leadership, contributions and support of her community. Last year, 
Sulja received the DongBaek HoonJang Award, which is the equivalence of the US Presidential Medal of Freedom, from 
the President of Republic of Korea. 
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• KWA KOREAN WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
123 E. 96TH ST., TACOMA WA 98445 

KWA 1s o multi cultu1al, mult1-l1n9ual cornmu111ty services agency that has been helping people since 1972. kwacares.org 
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KWA 

Kot'e.G\t\ Wotnet\" s AssociatiOt\ 
of Washington State 

A Multi-Cultural / Multi-Lingual Community Services Agency 

Quality Services, Excellent Care 
Since 1972 
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email: luaprkwa@nwlink.com • website: www.kwaoutreach.org 



D:ar Supporter: 

Koiean Women's association 
9112 Lakewood Dr. S.W. 

Tacoma, Washington 98499 

JCO M01 
588-3854 

You nay be aware that the Korean warren's Association, active in the Tarona
Pierce Colmty area since 197,-, is a non-profit organization providing basic 
social services to the groong Korean immigrant population in this area. 

We have been providing assistance in job placerrent, family problems, social 
adjusbnent, interpretation and translation, transportation, senior citizens' 
programs, and basic English-as-Second-language classes (in oonjunction with 
Fort Steilacoan Cormnmi ty College) • Also, we are prow to note that we have 
served as a social and cultural focal point, upon which the nostly-inrnigrant 
Korean population has been able to rely for rroral and cultural support. 

We have grown and thrived, because there has been a need--a gra,.,ing need.· M:>re 
than three-fourths of 8,000 Korean population in Pierce Colll'lty have arrived 
within the past five years; rrore than half in the past three years. 

Alrrost tmiversally, the Korean inrnigrant arrives with the hope and personal 
e}q?ectation to succeed in America, as have so nany of the previous inrnigrant 
groups which have helped to make the United States such a great ex>ln'ltry. 
'Ihey have personal and.comrm.mity goals to beoorne productive and good citizens 
in this land. 'Ihe Korean Worren's Association mirrors the hopes and aspira
tions of our grc:Ming Korean inmigrant population. 

Our present urgent goals are for a library, expanded classes, and an inter
cultural program to show Korean culture to the local American oornmmity, and 
to learn American cultural ways. 

In particular, we have a critical need for a library, and are on the verge 
of establishing one. Our organization received a donation of about 4,000 
books alrrost two years ago, through the sponsorship of the Ix:>ng-A Ilbo, one 
of the major daily newspapers in Seoul, which obtained books from school and 
oollege sources in Korea. we lll'lderstand that nore books can becorre available. 
Tacoma-Pierce Cblll'lty was selected as recipient, since it was noted as a grc:Ming 
Korean irrmi.grant corrrmmity in the U.S. 

However, we have no library staff nor space. It would be difficult to exag
gerate the importance of a library for our Korean carmunity: 

It would provide a source of cultural identity, where little n<:M exists. 

It would provide a source of intellectual stimulation, for those rrany who do 
not lll'lderstand English well enough to gain much, if any, knowledge, stimula
tion, or even news from English-language books and newspapers. 

It would provide greater knowledge and infonnation about Anerican life and 
culture, because many of the books are by western authors, translated into 
Korean. 
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NcM, the Korean -W:men's Association's top priority of the current year is to 
establish a library, using the 4,000 donated 1:x)oks as a starting point. We 
already have gained enthusiastic rroral and financial support from our own 
rrembership and from the greater Korean corrmunity. 

We feel the irrportance of this goal warrants the attention and consideration 
of--and indeed creates the inspiration for--the entire Arrerican community to 
participate, as well. For, an educated , infonued, aware, and stimulated 
Korean imnigrant CX>Imll.lllity beccmes a working, worthy member of the American 
OOlllmlility! 

We therefore invite you (or your organization) to help us to help the Korean 
ccmrruni ty to better becorre a thinking, working part of our American society. 
'Ihis would be a contribution of benefit to all Americans of Tacoma and Pierce 
County. Major donors will be honored by the inscriptions of their narres on 
a plaque, to be rrounted in our new library. 

I personally pledge, during my tenure as president of the Korean Wcxnen's 
Association through all of 1980, the untiring dedication of myself, our of
ficers, and our staff, tavard seeing the dream of a Korean-language library 
beaJITE reality, this year. 

You, as well as us, can share in this effort. We will appreciate you contri
bution to this very worthy cause. 'lhank you very much. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Sulja Warnick 
President 

______________ :e_lease cli:e_ and nail _____________ _ 

~: KOREAN WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
9112 Lak~d Dr. S. W. 
Tacona, WA 98499 

From: 

Narre Payable by March 1, 1980: $ -------------- -----
Address Payable by May 1, 1980: $ -----
City ZIP --------- ---- Payable by July 1, 1980: $ -'------

Signature 'IDTAL, AM)lJNT PIBJX;ED: $ -------------- ============ 
Your Contribution is Tax-Deductible 



E!C!!iO ro I t:::t :~n eso, rtt ro O I!! -. ·, ---~- O O O 0 

"-?-W-N~IOil E_I-~~ ~cl~ tgtgj 7~gE11 7~~ e Ji.TI!-~ ~~ * 5?1~ ~OI 2-I~ 

0~01~oiPil E.1-~oi~ 7~ 2 xl.JJ. E.1-~ §~~~ ~w * 5?1~ 71~1~ xil~o~~ 
~ o I 2~ .JJ. ~ zt-gt LI c~. 

" 

iril Al~l7loil xi,~'2:! E~ 1□~ .:uL ~,i E.1-~oi *~QI e4r ~ 01~oi 'c!! lHfol7'1 
%~.:ii!.QI ~x~ ~~'=l .:ii!.N~ ti-~oi .:uL~QI %R~~ 01.2~ ~01 ~~o~D=i E.1-~oi 

*~QI ~,i e4r ~ ~1"5fl ti-<2JN~IQI xH~~ Al-'t!.i!I- A14r~<2J t:1-~ ~ ¥~~cL 

~x~ ~~'=l .:ii!.A~~ Alld 4~ .:ii!.~,17~ 2oos~'c:!£ ~N ~~~ ~l:jlo~~ .Til-~oilA-l 
~~ .JJ.g ~.:ii!.~ lHIOl7'i %~ .:ii!.OilA-l Xil~~'2:! E.1-~0i *~ ~ nil Alo~ .JJ. %~Oi 

*~~ ~cHE_i-c~~ ~~~ ~o~.JJ. E.1-<2J8~ilQI A-j~~ ~Oi E.l-<2JN~l 0 1 ti-~~ 

.:uL~,ioil ~~c5H Alld s~ 7~ .:uL~,1£¥Ei E.1-~oi *~ e4r ~~oil cHti- ~I~ 
~~ ~ A-112:! 0 £ ~~~5?lCL 
!:; ol ol't! ~~oil~ 7leQI E.1-~oi *~ ~ -R-Alo~ .JJ. lHIOl7'1 %~.:ii!.~~ ~ 01 

E.f-~oi *~~ 7=114rW * 5?1£~ o~gE E~..£. □~ .JJ.g~.:uLOil£ 27HQI ti-~oi 
*~~ ~~<5~71£ "5fl .2.ol2~ ~~~~l~QI ~.TI!-~ 7~x~¥[c~ . 

.:J.2-iL~ ~A~ ~~'=l .:u!.N~ "E.l-<2J N~IQI Al-'t! 0 £ e4r ~~OI LH2~~1°q 5E <2jXil 

01.2~ ~:= ~710il XiWAI ~ * ~;!C~"O:i "E.1-~0i *~OI ~~~£¥Ei <2J71~ ~jJ_ 

~~ti- lr.£.:J.iej g~~ ~c5H *:= ~.TI!-~ ~0~0~'2_1- IrilAIQI ~~OilA-l ~0i~ * 
5?1 ~ ~"012~ .JJ. ~~ ,~cL 

.:::r ~ ".:J.2i7 I ~"5f!A-j ~ □H 'c:! 4't! Al ~£1 ~ ~~~QI E_f-<2J E~g tg§ .TI!- 2'c:!Oil f.1-'t! 

~~~QI~~ lb'"§ :u:£.:::riej:= □H~ %CHtl- <2:IW~ o~.JJ.S?lc~"O:i "Ol2iE.I" ~~ 

~€roil ~R£1~ xH~~ Al-'t!OI ~~ol ~Ro~c~".JJ. ~~c~. 

5E " □ 1~<2J ~~~ 01 Oi2~A-l¥Ei E.1-~oi .:ii!.~~ ~c5H x~<c.:JA~7il E.1-~~ ~o~.JJ. 



~~E!- ~ 01 ~ 01 N~I011A-l •EJ-~~•o £ ~§W ~~ E.1-<2JN~l2.I Al~.i!I- ~~ := 
7ICHOl~2.I ~.i!I-.£ E_l-<2j A~~1011 ~0~2~ ~.i!l-7~ ~ ~"012~.:il ~~CL 

~A~ ~~'=l ii!.N~ ~AH LA.Q.I E_l-~o~ ~~AH8° £¥E-l 1 ~ 3000~2-12.I Al~s.i!l

cHE_l-¥~~1 01N~~2.1 71¥s~ ~~E!- ~Ell£~ ii!.~~ •EJ-~o~ *~ ~c•o11 

~~w ig~o1cL 

2~ 6~ 17~ 31~l_l-.Q.I ii!.~~~~ □ ~f{<S~.:il ii!.~7:ll011A-l :::~l<S~~ ~A~ ~~'=l 
ii!.N~ "E!-~~ ~2.I~ %RE.I" ~¥2~~ A~~ft~ 7~Al.:i:!. O~OI~ ~ 7~ 2 j:~ ~71~ 

IJ~E_l-c~"~ '5'°¥2.I igJ-~ ~~ ii!.A~0117~1 ~i~c~. 

E~.:i! □~ ii!.~-,1 E_l-~o~ *~ Al~ 7ls::: ~A~ 5?:l'=l ii!.AP~ OIA~.£ AH~%<2J 

E~.:i! □~ cHEJ-¥<2J~l(KWA).£ ~LH'2:! £1.:il ~~l_l- A~i-11 ~c -,1~~ 7H~W 

7:ll~OICL 

►~~'€Jo~ '!le~ ~w~'d! .:::z.7~ W-ai-E 1:11~ ► ~~~ "~~l Ef-AI-L.f-01 ut-A'.1'2:! f.1-~~~ iilll°" 

► tt~~~2~71,~~- 01~e ft:,;:f~--- ► .:il!:!~7-l~~e 'l.J@"~¥'ct£ '2.l-7~~cf-'~ 



Foundation for KLAC http://klacusa.org 
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~011 URBAN STU.DIES f ORU.ffl 

I __ ,,_wi ~ U\ BOR 
REC,loNAi, ECONOMY 

ASS~SINC, THE SoVffl SoVND1S PRoSPE(n 
AS A WEl,(oMINC, ~t,10N 

TACofflA.U.W.EDU./U.RBAN 

Thursday, February 16, 2017, 8:30 AM - 1 :30 PM 
William W. Philip Hall, UW Tacoma 



ABot/T 
THE foRVM 

The Forum is the annual signature event hosted by the Urban Studies 

Program at the University of Washington Tacoma. The event is always 

free and open to public. Each Forum assembles a number of experts, 
practitioners, and researchers. It will focus on a topic that invites a 

conversation with the goal of creating an opportunity to understand 

a challenge and vision for what the future could hold for the South 

Sound region. 

J:oo-8:~ AM ~t,1ITRA1ioN Zc (oNTiNENTAl- BREAKFAIT 

8:~-~:oo AM WEL(oME Zc oPENINC, ~ARKS 
AU MoDAAAES 
PROFESSOR & DIRECTOR, URBAN STUDIES PROGRAM, UW TACOMA 

~:00-10:~ AM PANa r IMMIC,AANT(oNTRJBVTioN To VRBAN 
R£VfrA!,.1ZA1ioN WrTII ~ MoPEMTEP BY UZ DVNBAA. 

This panel focuses on national and regional experiences in immigrant rich 

areas, primarily on the contributions of immigrants to revitalizing neighborhoods, 

improving local economies, and enriching the cultural ecology of their adopted 

homes. We will also look at their collective contribution to the growth of labor, 

both in professional and service sectors. Panelists will discuss the experiences 

of various cities around the country, including the Pacific Northwest. 

MM.TY fEUPEAMIN l,.IES!,. SV!,.JA 
(AMPBal,. fi!,.oMENo SANTkVY!,. WAANl(K 
TACOMA CITY ASST. PROFESSOR, COALITION KOREAN WOMEN'S 
COUNCIL DEPT. OF POLITICAL COORDINATOR, ASSOCIATION, 

SCIENCE & PROGRAM LEADERS IN TACOMA 
IN GLOBAL STUDIES, WOMEN'S HEALTH 
UNIV. OF MARYLAND, 
BALTIMORE COUNTY 

10:~lo:40 AM BREAK 

10:40-11:~ AM KEYNoTE: THE IMPoR.TAN(E of 1,.o(A!,. ITRATEC,IES To 
ATTRACT AND RETAIN IMMIC,AANTI IN V. s. (rTIES WfTII ~ 

MAFJE PRJ(E 
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, ELLIOT SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

As a Latin American and migration specialist, Marie 's studies have explored 

human migration's impact on development and social change. She is 

President of the American Geographical Society and a non-resident fellow of 

the Migration Policy Institute. Her current research is on the spatial dynamics 

of immigrant inclusion and exclusion. She has published over 50 refereed 

articles and book chapters including a co-authored report Migrants ' Inclusion 

in Cities: Innovative Urban Policies and Practices (2012, United Nations) and 

a co-edited book Migrants to the Metropolis: The Rise of Immigrant Gateway 

Cities (2008, Syracuse University Press) . 

11:~-l.2:oo PM WN(H 

1.2:oo-l :~ PM PANa TI:: WHAT(oNrnTVTES A WH(oMINC, ~t,10N? 
WrTII ~ MoPEMTEP BY Al-I MoDAAAES 

Welcoming cities are those that embrace immigrants and create an inclusive 

environment that provides opportunities for everyone. This panel will focus 

on the necessity for and growth of welcoming cities and regions in the U.S., 

particularly in the South Sound, highlighting some of the more interesting 

locally-created policies that positively shape immigrants' experience. Relying 

on national and regional experts, we will highlight efforts in various cities 

around the nation and ask whether the South Puget Sound can be considered 

a welcoming region. We will also entertain ideas about additional measures 

that might contribute to our status as a welcoming region. 

MAFJ!,.YN MEUSSA l,.IZ RJ(H 
ITRl(K!,.AND Bcfrro!,.o DVNBAA. )fol,.Z 
MAYOR, COORDINATOR, EXEC.DIRECTOR, EXEC. DIRECTOR, 
CITY OF TACOMA WELCOME DAYTON TACOMA COMMUNITY ONEAMERICA-

HOUSE WASHINGTON 



MELISSA BERTOLO joined the City of Dayton as 
Welcome Dayton Program Coordinator in 2012 as the 
first full time employee to work on the immigrant friendly 
initiative. In her role, Melissa is responsible for faci litating 
community efforts to improve immigrants' and refugees' 
successful integration into the Dayton community. Her 
work includes developing cross-sector strategies to 
increase Dayton's abi lity to be more immigrant friendly 
and implementing a framework encouraging both 
native-born and foreign-born participation. Melissa has 
an MSW and MPH from New Mexico State University 
and was recently named a SPARK Fellow with 
Welcoming America. 

MARTY CAMPBELL attended the University of 
Nebraska before coming to Tacoma to open two small 
businesses. Through his involvement in Tacoma, he 
became more involved in neighborhood and community 
issues. He has served in a leadership role for several 
community organizations, including the Cross District 
Association, New Tacoma Neighborhood Council, 
The Grand Cinema, First Creek Neighbors, Dome Top 
Neighborhood Alliance, TEAM, Downtown Merchant's 
Group, City Club of Tacoma and many others. Marty 
was elected to the Tacoma City Council in 2009 and 
represents Council District 4. 

LIZ DUNBAR has been the Executive Director of 
Tacoma Community House since April 2009. She is 
active in community affairs, serving on the board of 
trustees for Tacoma Community College, the boards of 
the LASCO Foundation, Pioneer Human Services and 
the Japanese American Citizens League. She retired 
in 2006 from the Department of Social and Health 
Services where she served in a number of capacities, 
including State Refugee Coordinator, Diversity Director, 
Assistant Secretary for Economic Services and lastly 
as the Deputy Secretary of the department. She is 
the daughter of a Japanese immigrant and a U.S. Air 
Force officer. 

FELIPE FILOMENO holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from 
Johns Hopkins University, where he was a Fulbright 
scholar from 2007 to 2012. His current research is 
about the governance of international migration, with 
a focus on the urban level. He was awarded the Early 
Career Prize of the Economics & Politics Section of 
the Latin American Studies Association in 2015 and is 
author of Monsanto and Intellectual Property in South 
America (Palgrave Macmillan 2014) and of Theories of 
Local Immigration Policy (Palgrave Macmillan 2017). 

LIESL SANTKUYL is a long-term Tacoma community 
advocate, public health educator and social justice 
activist. Currently she is the Coalition Coordinator 
for Leaders in Women's Health, an initiative of the 
Northwest Leadership Foundation. Uesl holds an 
MPH from the University of Wisconsin, specializing in 
Community Health Education. She has worked as a 
health educator in migrant health centers, public health, 

and hospitals in Wisconsin and Washington. Born in 
Venezuela, Liesl is a proud Latina and immigrant. She 
lived in Mexico and Guatemala during her childhood in 
her early 20's. 

RICH STOLZ has been with the Center for Community 
Change, a national organization based in Washington, 
D.C since early 2000's. His early work focused on the 
impact of welfare reform and immigration law changes 
enacted by Congress in the mid-1 990s. Later, he 
helped to found and staff the Transportation Equity 
Network, a multi-ethnic organizing strategy focused 
on the impact of transportation policy on job access, 
community development and environmental justice. 
He was born in Seoul, South Korea. 

MARILYN STRICKLAND is serving her second term 
as Mayor of Tacoma. Her pro-growth agenda focuses 
on creating family-wage jobs by improving education 
and workforce training, promoting entrepreneurship, 
investing in transportation and attracting international 
investment. Born in Seoul, she is a graduate of the 
University of Washington and holds an MBA from Clark
Atlanta University. Prior to elected office, she worked in 
both the private and public sectors. Her regional and 
national board leadership includes Sound Transit, the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors and the Democratic Mayors 
Association. Strickland has appeared on Meet the 
Press , National Public Radio and is a trustee with the 
Urban Land Institute. 

SULJA WARNICK is a founding member of the 
Korean Women's Association, Tacoma. She helped 
build this non-profit social service agency which now 
employs 1,200 people. Sulja's accomplishments include 
teaching in Tacoma Public Schools for 30 years with 
an emphasis on global education. She also served 
14 years on the Governor's Commission for Asian 
Pacific Islanders Affairs which advised the Governor 
on immigration, education and other social service 
and economic issues affecting the Asian and Pacific 
Islander communities in our state and currently serves 
on the Boards of Directors of the MultiCare Foundation 
(Tacoma) and the Foundation for Tacoma Students. 
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OFFICIAL PROGRAM 
INSERTED INS IDE WHAT A KID 

Young track star lakes the 
world with her feet. B 1 

We are America 
Youth express their vision of the American experience 

By John Lar son 
Pier:;e C<xxlfy Comm:Jnily Newspapers 

What doe.s it mean to be an Amencan? 
Twenty-fuur dlildren belween the ages of 5 and 12 

gathered at the headquarters ofK.orean Women's.Associa
tion (K.WA) on Aug. 21 to answer that question through 
artistic expression. Thi.s was part of the program We Are 
Am~ ;ca. organized by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
& (USCIS). 

contest poses the question: "People have come 
frcm all over the world to become Americans. Why does 
that make us great?" 

KWA provided the art supplies, then let the youth 
unleash their creativity. All participants received a$ JO 
gift card frcm Target for their efforts. USCIS will di.s
play submissions in offices around the nation and will 
recognize participants during the Sept. 11 N ationa I Day 
of Service and Remembrance in Washington, D.C. Each 
pieoe of artwork i.s accompan ied by a paragraph from the 
youth explaining how the picture relates to the theme of 
the project. 

KWA was founded in 19n. Executive Director Pete 
Ansara said the Oiganization's background in natural
ization and immigration fit well with the theme of the 
contest. 

" I thought it was a good opportunity to get people 
engaged," he said, noting how immigration has been at 
the forefront of the national dial~ue in recent months. 

S inoe 199 7 its naturalization program has helped close 
to 2,200 people become citizens. Ansara explained this 
program is for individuals who are in the country legally 
and want to become citizens. It involves learning English , 
basic United States hi.story, the names of the states, the 
United States Constitution, geography and voting. 

"We are one of the larger pr~rams in the slate doing 
thi.s," he said of the naturalization prooess. "By becoming 
naturafu:ed, it changes yOUT life and the lives of future 

PHOTO BVJOHH LARSOH 
v,-..1,ut,: ABTl~T ........ _.. .. .,, "V,,.......__ ,. .............. ,. .,.._.., ... __ _ 

PROUD AMERICANS. The youth who gathered at Korean Women's Association headquarters on 
Aug. 21 expressed their views of America through art. 

generations." 
Irnrnigration has special meaning for Ansara. Bi.s 

father was born and raised in Jerusalem. 
"Be came here and worked hard," Ansara said "Be 

taught us many things, many of them from h i.s traditions 
and culture." 

Ansara said our republic i.s strengthened by the contri
butions of immigrants, and many of1h em deeply appre
ciate the freedoms that exist in America because they 
fled places where they were oppressed. Many of KWA's 
clients come from places where war and human rights 
abuses ooourred, including Vietnam and Cambodia. 

Some suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder when 
they arri\'ed in America, he noted 

"For some of them thi.s i.s the fiLst time in their lives 
when they oould express themselves, through speech or 
religion or voting," Ansara said. 

Ansara was pleased to see children expressing their 
vision of the American experienoe. "The number that 
.showed up is a testament to the freedcm we have here," 
he said. "Their parents want their kids to keep freedom 
in perspective.» 

Contact the wn'w atjlaYSon@tacomaweekly.com. 

PHOTOS COU RTE.SY OF KWA 
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Olympia Address: 
407 Legislative Building 

PO Box 40421 
Olympia, WA 98504-0421 

Phone: (360) 786-7640 
Fax: (360) 786-1999 

Washington State Senate 
Senator Paull H. Shin, Ph.D. 

21st Legislative District 
Vice President Pro Tempore 

District Office: 
19707 64th Avenue West, Suite 207 

Lynnwood, WA 98036-5958 
Phone: (425) 673-1393 

Fax: (425) 774-6932 
E-mail : shin.pa ull@leg.wa.gov 

0 Recycled 

November 101
\ 2010 

Dear Ho-Am Prize Committee, 

It is with great pleasure that I nominate the Korean Women's Association of Washington 
State (KWA) for the Award of the 2011 Ho-Am Prize in the Community Service Category. 
KW A's accomplishments resonate beyond the assistance they have rendered to the Korean
American population and other immigrant groups they serve. 

The success of their many programs has certainly elevated the expectation and image by 
which the greater American community here in the State of Washington perceives and 
evaluates the abilities, commitment, and moral fiber of the Korean-American community, 
and of the entire Korean nation. One of the most remarkable results of their efforts and 
accomplishments is the tremendous amount of respect and admiration KW A has generated 
for not only the local Korean population, but also for the nation and people of Korea. 

I have known the key members of KW A for most of the years of their existence, and have 
witnessed their development and accomplishments for over three decades . For thirty-eight 
years these daughters of Korea have been serving not only the expatriate Korean community 
in the State of Washington, but also have brought multicultural, multilingual social service 
programs to over twenty other underserved immigrant groups in Washington State. 

KW A has become widely recognized by the city, county, state, and federal governments as a 
leader in providing social service programs to the immigrant as well as general population. I 
am proud to nominate the Korean Women's Association for receipt of the Award of the 2011 
Ho-Am Prize, and to add my name to those recommending favorable consideration of them 
for its receipt. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Paull H. Shin 
Washington State Senator 
21 st Legislative District 

Committees: International Relations Subcommittee, Chair • Economic Development, Trade & Innovation, Vi e Cha ir 
Agriculture & Ru ra l Econo mic Development • Higher Ed ucation & Workforce Development 
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The First Washington State Korean American Day Celebration, January 12, 2008 at 11 ·oo AM, Saturday 

The First Washington State Korean American Day Celebration, 
January 12, 2008 at 11:00 AM, Saturday 

Olympia, Washington 
January 12th, 2008 

More Than 2,300 People Participated This event 

Started Opening Remarks by 
The MC, Mary Nam and Janet Oh. 

Translated into Korean by Cheryl Lee 

While everyone in the crowd was waving the U.S. and Korean Flags, 
The glorious U.S and Korean Flags saluting, special moment of silence for those who fought, died and sacrificed 

themselves for the Korean war and peace of the world . The Star Spangled Banner national Anthem by the Children's choir 
and joined the Korean National Anthem all together. The benediction was given by the pastor, Kwon Joon. The Korean 

American Committee Chair John Oh gave the greetings and introduction for the community leaders. He was proud of the 
first Washington Korean American Day, expressed special appreciation to the Governor Chris Gregoire and Senator Paull 

Shin and to the special supporters for making this happen in our history. 

Senator Paull Shin gave the Korean American Day introduction and briefed history of this journey include Washington 
Senate bill 5166, which signed by Governor Chris Gregoire in April 9th , 2007 and "January 13 was declared by the 

Washington State Legislature to be Korean-American Day. Senator Paull Shin made the special thanks to the Korean War 
Veterans and to those who have been supported and made this day possible. 

The congratulatory remarks were given by the Lt. Governor, Brad Owen 
who made special remarks that the Korean Americans are dedicated to the family , to the community and great examples. 
Meanwhile, Lt. Governor Brad Owen introduced his adopted son , Adam Owen and his grand daughter. He was proud that 

he have two Korean adopted sons. Also He made special appreciation to the Korean War veterans. He also introduced 



President George Bush's letter for the Korean American Day celebration. He explained that President George Bush is 
proud of the Korean Americans for preserving their heritage and strong sense of community which plays vital role in the 

strength and prosperity of our country. Korea is a key economic partner and he also appreciated strong relationship 
between the Korea and the United States of America. 

The Congratulatory continued by the Majority Leader, Lisa Brown, Senator also appreciated to the Korean American 
business and community leaders. Senator Tracey Eide who introduced City of Federal Way Council Member, the former 
Mayor Michael Park to the audiences. Senator Tracey Eide was proud that the Federal Way continues to grow Korean 

Market for Federal Way city and she enjoys the H-Mart. She appreciated great relationship with the Korea and 
congratulated for the first Washington State's Korean American Day Celebration. 

The Consul General of Republic of Korea , Kwon Chan Ho made special appreciation to the Washington Government and 
Senator Paull Shin for making this dream come true. He mentioned that The South Korea considers this event very 

special and even the South Korea Government presented the team of traditional Korean musicians to this special event 
which shows that they are proud of this day of celebration for Korean American Day also proud of Korea and 

United States of America's great relationship. 

The celebration continued with the Korean Essay Presentation by Jonathan Lee and Chelsa Kwon from United Seattle
Bellevue Korean School. The Korean Traditional music performance "flower" performed the Korean Fisher's Song (Baet 
No-Rae), Arirang , America the Beautiful by Lee Su-Jin (Electric violin), Jung-In (Korean fiddle) , Eun-Hee (Korean harp) , 

Kim Young-Lim (Korean harp) , and lm-Sujin Korean flute. 
It was incredible performance and was beautiful like the flowers .... . 

The closing remarks was given by the Committee Chief of Staff, Won Sop Han, he appreciated to the volunteers and 
sponsors meanwhile the incredible Korean American 300 chorus members executed the song Hallelujah by Handel's 
Messiah and the Olympia Capitol building was filled with joy and glorious moment with the spirit of Washington and 
dreams come true for the Korean American's who made opportunity to live and immigrants to the United State of 

American. Congratulations the first Korean American Day of Celebration in Olympia, Washington. The special 
appreciation reception was given to the Korean War Veterans who sacrificed their time and family and stood up for the 

country. The South Korea had one of the fastest economic developments in the world since the 1960s and is now the 3rd 
largest economy in Asia and the 11th largest economy in the world . This could not have happened without the Korean 

War verterans' unlimited love and care what they gave to keep the country and liberty .. ... . 

Special Thanks to the sponsors who made this event possible: 

The Washington State, ROK consul General, UniBank, Pi Bank, ~Al OH ~CHfile.!~§~AH~!-, ~ EH~ N~, Uni Bank, 
Al OH~~ X11iil£1, P I Bank, Univera Inc. A ~l!.! file! £1. !!!!=r1 l::H file! £1. Lea Armstrong. Denali Foundation, 

CHfil.!¥e.!£l(Korean Women's Association of WA). Quintet Mortgage. Holiday Inn (222N~). AIOH~e!.m~.S:.ii:!.£1, 
t!2~~~~~.AIOH~- ~-Ff~mfile.!~iil. J&G International, ~~Jdl~AIOH~file.!£1~. ~~ B, 

AIOH~file.!£.l(~Jle!~file.!£1~), El-2me:te.!£1(£!~: 01~~), Seattle St. Andrew Kim~@, Young Ocean Inc., 
~~~~Al OH ~file.!£!~. ;§:~hl~AI OH ~file.!£!~. fil~ ~ file.!AH 8.51~ E! ~XI £1 ~. ~ e.! ~ Ol N, ~ ~ ~ ~2cll~file.!£1 ~. 
Ol*H KAC OIA~~. kl~Dle.!~~~gj~£l(t!~AH£1~), filDIOl~£l(OIJU~£1~), ~e!~~EH~5:gj£1~, Asiana, Korean 

Air, American Family Insurance, O~3~N3~~ @, ~~e!(kl ~DI file.!£! e!. mm~), Lee Hee Jong, Kim Soon A, and, 
Elder Kim Jong Ho, and Sandra Englund. Media Sponsor: fil~~!i!., gg)-~!i!., 2./-CI 2 fil~, DI Cl 01 fil~, Ko-Am TV, 
Korea Post, file.!t!~, ~£1- X1\§!, and Jl~t!~ Also, Korean American Churches, schools, business leaders and 

community leaders. 

Photos and Reported by Catch4all.com, 
Sandra Englund, January 13, 2008 



'r0/VA leaders Ok Sun Wilson, Nam Hi Kim and 
Sul Ja Warnick at the community service center 
openin~ in October 2003. 

Former Tacoma Mayor Brian Ebersole 
congratulates KWA on its 25th anniversary 
and groundbreaking of its Pacific Villa 
Apartments for low-income seniors . 

• KWA 

New 10,000 Sq. Ft. Community Service Center 
Opens in 2003 

More than 30 years after it was founded as a social club, 
the Korean Women's Association moved into new 
quarters in October 2003. The association dedicated its $1.3 
million, 10,000-square-foot community service center in East 
Tacoma that was to house 22 social service programs 
ranging from English classes to meals and nutritional services 
and other programs. 

Asian-Pacific Islanders Not Getting Screened 

In 2003, Franciscan Health System's Community Cancer 
Program staff reviewed its community data regarding race and 
breast cancer and found many Asian-Pacific Islanders were not 
being diagnosed. They weren't showing up in the data 
although they made up 7% of the county's population. The 
staff realized the Asian-Pacific Islander population was not 
being well served. As KWA is a strong and respected 
community partner, Franciscan sought our help to reach the 
Asian-Pacific Islander population. We then partnered with 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, an internationally recognized 
breast cancer organization, to develop the Breast Cancer 
Navigator Program initially serving Asian-Pacific Islanders 
and later expanding to other minority groups. Since that time, 
KWA has served over 16,000 women in awareness promotion 
and detection of breast cancer. 

One of the Largest Social Service Agencie§ in the State 
of Washington 

Today, KW A offers multi-faceted and multicultural services to 
anyone in need who lives in Pierce, King, Snohomish, 
Thurston, Lewis, Mason, Clallam, Jefferson, Kitsap, and Grays 
Harbor counties. What started in 1972 as a grass-roots effort to 
assist Korean women acclimating to American culture has 
grown into one of the largest social service agencies in 
Washington State. Regardless of their race or ethnic 
background, KWA serves 150,000 clients in nine Washington 
counties with over 1,000 employees and a $20 million budget. 

KWA Ho-Arn Community Service Award - Honoring Our Hi9·tory 6 
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K:NA board members in front of Pacific Villa , 
one of our low-income senior housing 
projects. 

K:NA's newest low-income housing project for 
seniors, Senior City, won a national housing 
award from Affordable Housing Finance 
magazine. 

• KWA 

Low Income Senior Housing 

KW A board members knew that many of the seniors were 
having difficulties living in their adult children's homes and 
some didn't even have homes to stay in. It was our first 
attempt at applying for a federal grant and with hard effort 
and persistence, KW A not only secured a $2.2 million grant to 
build 25 low-income units called Pacific Villa Apartments in 
1996, but then battled and won over neighbors who initially 
didn't want the complex in their community. Over 180 people 
signed up to be considered for the 25 apartments that opened 
in 1998. 

KW A understood the need was great for low-income housing 
for seniors. Since then, we have developed four other low
income housing projects including 200 units for the poor and 
disabled - with plans to develop more in the future. 

KW A Ho-Am Community Service Award - Honoring Our History 5 



'r<M/A bought its fi rst office building in 1990. Each of 
the board members paid $1,000 for the down 
payment on the $200,000 project. 

'r0JVA's Natural ization Program has helped over 2,200 
people become U.S. citizens. Photo is of the 11th Annual 
Graduation Ceremony in 2007. 

• KWA 

First Office Building Purchased 

In 1990, KWA bought its first office building for $200,000 
which included a 1.3 acre site. At the time, each of the 14 KW A 
board members paid $1,000 each to put up the down payment. 
The loan payments were then paid with the profits from the 
Home Care Program. KW A later developed the site and it 
became a catalyst for a senior day care program, a new office 
and a 25-unit apartment complex for poor seniors. 

Promoting Citizenship 

In the late 1990s, clients active in KWA programs started 
asking for help with becoming United States citizens and 
reuniting with their families. With a government grant, the 
Naturalization Program began helping refugees and 
immigrants seeking citizenship. This popular program 
expanded over the years and has helped over 2,200 people 
become U.S. citizens since its inception. K\V A's Naturalization 
Program is recognized nationally as one of the best for a 
nonprofit organization . 

KW A Ho-Am Community Service Award - HonorLrtg Our fl..i!tory 4 



The popularity of the Korean senior meal site grew with 
nearly 150 people attending the lunchtime meals. 

'r0NA's Home Care Program started in 1989 serving 
elderly and disabled Koreans in their homes and now 
serves all nationalities. 

• KWA 
Programs Expand for the Elderly 

1n the late 1980s, local Korean women started bringing their 
families from Korea to the United States as their parents were 
aging, developing illnesses or dying. The elderly Koreans who 
moved to the area needed services and often complained they 
wanted Korean food. With a grant from Pierce County, KWA 
started its first Korean meal site and hired Korean women to 
prepare meals in the city of Tacoma's south end. 

The program's popularity grew with nearly 150 people 
attending the lunchtime meals. The program expanded with 
the addition health education classes. Further expansion 
included meal sites for Filipinos, Samoans, Vietnamese and 
Cambodian cultures. Now KWA serves nearly 350 people 
every week at its meal sites. For many, these meal sites 
provide the only nutritional food they eat. 1n addition, they 
receive companionship, health education and more. 

Soon KW A realized other government grants were available to 
help meet the community's growing needs - particularly the 
needs of the senior population. They were aware of seniors 
who were ill who could not make it to the meal sites. KW A 
board members felt that if they didn't help the seniors, nobody 
would - especially because of the difficulties with language 
barriers. So they delivered meals to the seniors' homes and 
began planning for in-home care for seniors. 

Home Care Serves the Elderly & Disabled 

In 1989, after securing donations from Korean business owners, 
selling more kim chi and rice cakes to raise program funds, and 
securing additional grant funding, the KWA Home Care 
Program was started. Initially, KW A hired Korean women to 
help take care of the elderly and disabled Koreans in their own 
homes. But as KWA's reputation for exceptional and 
compassionate care grew, so did its client base which now 
includes all nationalities. Today, KW A operates one of the 
largest home care agencies in the state of Washington. 

KW A Ho-Arn Community Service Award - Honoring Our History 3 



'r0NA Founding Members 

Early in 'r0/VA history, a small group of 
Korean women started to build a legacy 
of kindness - reaching out to help 
Korean women in need. 

• KWA 

Honoring Our History 

Humble Beginnings 

What started with 10 Korean women with the singular goal of 
helping other women in their culhire has grown to a $22 
million non-profit agency that employs over 1,000 employees 
whose purpose is to provide social and health services to the 
poor and most vulnerable. The Korean's Women Association 
(KWA) began in 1972 when Kirn Nam Hui started a Korean 
women's social club in Tacoma, Washington. The IO-women 
group shared Korean meals, spoke and sang in their native 
language, and told away-from-home stories to help ease their 
homesickness. 

Since the beginning, KW A has helped nearly 4 million low-...__ 

income people with social and health services. Today it helps 
nearly 150,000 people every year. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, local servicemen stationed at 
Ft. Lewis Army Base and McChord Air Force Base in Tacoma 
went abroad and many married Korean women and brought 
them back to the United States. 

Culture Shock Sets in For Korean Wives of 
Servicemen 

Many of the wives were having problems adjusting to the 
American culture and had language barriers that made every 
day activities, and their lives in general, very difficult. They 
couldn't read or speak English and didn't know how to drive. 
Everyday chores like going to L1.e grocery store or doctor's 
office were challenging. Life was frustrating to these women 
and their fa.i-nilies - and some were being abused. The women's 
group was soon selling popular Korean foods such as kimchi 
and rice cakes to the Korean community to help raise money 
for outreach. They helped other Korean women with 
transportation and translation to help them cope with 
everyday life. 

KWA Ho-Am Community Service Award - Honoring Our Hi!ltory 1 



K>NA board members at a celebration in 1992. 

'r<>JVA began to gain wider community exposure by 
introducing its services to the community at trade 
show events. 

• KWA 
Creating a legacy of Kindness 

So the small, but powerful, women's group started to lend a 
helping hand and create a legacy of kindness. They brought 
women in for language classes and helped them learn how to 
accomplish basic tasks and then more advanced tasks such as 
driving. One night about 2:00 a.m., one of the women in the 
group received a call from one of the women they were 
helping because she had been beaten by her husband. 

As more members of the women's group brought domestic 
violence victims into their homes, they saw an unmet need and 
eventually started a domestic violence program. The group set 
up an office in an apartment with a receptionist to answer the 
calls. The calls became more frequent as the needs of the local 
Korean community grew. 

Later the women secured funding and built a secure and 
confidential shelter for domestic violence victims. The shelter 
is now a 19-bed facility for women and children and is the only 
multicultural domestic violence shelter in the state of 
Washington. 

Helping Korean Women Acclimate to America 

Seven years later in 1979, these Korean women leaders 
founded The Korean Women's Association of Washington 
State (KWA) as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. The social 
service agency s vision was to help Korean women honor their 
traditions and acclimate into life in Pierce County and into 
American culture. 

Services Expand to Help All Nationalities 

KW A began expanding its services and took over the programs 
of the Pierce County Asian Alliance. In the 1980s, KWA 
applied for grants and received public funds to provide meals, 
language and translation, home care and legal aid referral 
services to Asian-Pacific Islanders. Later it provided these 
services to people of all ethnicities, especially serving the poor, 
the elderly and the disabled. 

KWA Ho-Am Community Service Award - Honoring Our History 2 



Housing for seniors set to open in Federal Way today 
A 61-unit senior housing complex opens in Federal Way today. The "Senior City" affordable housing project was 
developed by the Korean Women ' s Association . Tt ' s located next to the Federal Way Transit Center at 31621 23rd Ave. S. 

NEWS TRIBUNE STAFF 
Published: 06/ 11/10 7:18 am I Updated: 06/ I 1/1010:57 am 

The Korean Women's Association (KWA) opened up 61 new units of senior housing at its newest 
housing project, Senior City in Federal Way on Friday, June 11 , 2010. The mixed-use building 
offers 61 affordable housing residential rental units, a residential unit for an onsite manager, 
and office space for social service programming. 

A 61-unit senior housing complex opens in Federal Way today. 

The "Senior City" affordable housing project was developed by the Korean Women ' s Association . It ' s located next to the 
Federal Way Transit Center at 31621 23rd Ave. S. The building has environmentally friendly features , including a roof 
planted with natural vegetation, and "green" storm drainage. 

"Smart connections to the neighborhood and beyond make this project a national model ," Peter Ansara, executive director 
of the Korean Women ' s Association, said in a statement. 

The project received a variety of government grants. 

The Tacoma-based Korean Women ' s Association offers housing, domestic violence services and other social service 
programs. For further information, contact Ansara at: 253-538-8340. 
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(206) 658-2604 

Magda@impactcapital.org 

KOREAN WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES OPENING OF 
SENIOR CITY APARTMENTS 

FEDERAL WAY, WA - June 30, 2010 - The Korean Women 's Association (KWA) and Senior City Council celebrated 

the grand opening of the Senior City Apartments on June 11 , 2010. Senior City is a mixed-use Transit Oriented 

Development (TOD) project and features 61 units of low-income housing conveniently located adjacent to the Federal 

Way Transit Center. 

Proposed in 2003 by Sound Transit, Senior City is the first TOD project in Washington. It is also 

the largest TOD project that King County has undertaken to date. Impact Capital provided 

$350,000 to KWA-over 87% of the pre-development funds that were used to bring this 

monumental project into fruition . The construction of Senior City created 389 jobs and had a total 

project cost of over $17 million. 

The apartments will be available to seniors, 62 years of age and older, with incomes of up to 50% 

of the King County median income. The complex also includes the KWA Social Services office 

which will provide assistance to an estimated 7,200 Federal Way and South King County residents. KWA's multilingual 

and multicultural expertise will allow residents and community members of diverse cultural and language backgrounds 

to access the supportive services. The project's location adjacent to the Federal Way Transit Center creates a 

compact, vibrant, and easily accessible community. The close proximity of the transit center also provides a cost

effective and environmentally friendly alternative to driving . "This makes it possible for seniors to live a higher quality 

life without complete dependence on a car for mobility and survival ,"said Peter Ansara, Executive Director of the KWA. 

Senior City is also an energy efficient green facility. The KWA designed and constructed the complex to exceed the 

Evergreen Sustainable Development Criteria. Incorporating green elements like recycled and maintenance-free 

materials into the building process makes Senior City very eco-friendly. The maximization of natural light and features 

like the green roof terrace and vegetated swale also creates a healthier, greener environment for the residents and 

community alike. 

"We are especially proud to be involved in the development of the Senior City Apartments ," said Heyward Watson, 

CEO of Impact Capital. "The integration of affordable senior housing , state-of-the-art green technology, and accessible 

transportation make this an exemplary example of what Impact Capital strives to provide for our local communities." 

###-

Impact Capital helps build and sustain vibrant neighborhoods in underserved communities throughout Washington. 

To date, Impact Capital has invested more than $97 million in Washington and leveraged more than $2.2 billion in 

development, bringing $23 to Washington communities for every $1 invested by Impact Capital. 



KWA closer to buying Olympus 
By John Larson 
Tacoma Weekly 
jlarson@tacomaweekly.com 

PHOTO BY JOHN LARSON 

OLYMPUS DREAMS. Korean Women's Association has entered into an 
agreement to purchase the Olympus Hotel in downtown Tacoma. 

Korean Women's Association (KWA) has entered into a purchase and sale agreement to 
purchase the Olympus Hotel from Bellevue-based M&M Olympus Hotel Limited Partnership. 

KW A Executive Director Lua Pritchard announced the deal during the Aug. 4 meeting of 
Tacoma City Council ' s Neighborhoods and Housing Committee. 

The structure near the intersection of Pacific A venue and South 9th Street downtown was built in 
1909. It eventually became an apartment building that serves low-income tenants. It has 49 units, 
with 11 studio apartments, 27 with one-bedroom and the remainder two-bedroom units. 

1 



KWA, a social services agency, has been interested in purchasing the building for the past year. 

Pritchard said her agency has 90 days from the signing to conduct an assessment of the condition 
of the structure, including its mechanical and electrical systems. The agency can opt out of the 
deal before the 90 days are up. "We are praying we won't find things we cannot deal with," she 
told the committee. 

Rather than purchase the building outright, KW A would purchase the general partnership, which 
will allow the agency to keep tax credits associated with the ownership. Those tax credits will 
remain in place until 2015 as long as the uni ts are reserved for people with low incomes. 

Assuming KWA moves forward with its plans, it expects to spend $345,000 renovating the 
exterior and $325 ,000 renovating the interior. 

There is street-level retail space in the building. Paddy Coyne' s Irish Pub occupies one space. 
Pritchard said that lease will provide needed revenue for the agency. One vacant space could 
undergo a $200,000 renovation. Pritchard said it could be ideal as a dim sum restaurant. 

In recent years, the Olympus has been the source of complaints from some downtown merchants 
in regard to criminal activity in and around it. 

Pritchard said current tenants would be reevaluated by her agency to determine whether they 
would remain there. Tenants would be subjected to drug testing, she added. 

Pritchard said a professional management company will be hired, with a manager living in the 
building. 

She said KWA would be willing to offer social services to tenants needing help with personal 
problems. 

The agency will strive to be a good neighbor. Pritchard said an Olympus owned by KWA would 
mesh with the goals of council members. "You all have dreams of how downtown should look," 
she said. 

KW A may seek assistance in the form of federal Community Development Block Grants that are 
administered by the city. 

Ric Teasley from the city's Community, Trade and Economic Development Department said the 
next round of grants will be in spring 2009. 

Published on August 7, 2008 
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DERALW 
Korean Women's Association breaks ground on senior housing 
in Federal Way 

Sep 27 2008 
FEDERAL WAY MIRROR 

City and county leaders, Korean Women' s Association representatives and Federal Way 
citizens gathered near the Federal Way Transit Center on Sept. 25 to celebrate a 
groundbreaking ceremony for a mixed-use, low-income senior housing project being 
built by the KW A. To learn more about the Korean Women's Association, visit its Web 
site at www.kwaoutreach.org or visit the organization's Federal Way location at 31218 
Pacific Highway S., Suite #A. 



Why I Like America 
iy Vira Vlasenko 

1y name is Vira Vlasenko. I come from the Ukraine 
nd J'-m 70 years old. I have been living in America 
)rt years. This is what I will tell you about. 
low rutd why did I come here? My son and his fam
y came to America as a poor family in 1998. We did 
.ot see each other for eight years and we could only 
ommunicate through phone calls and mail. My son 
nd his family are now citizens of the United States 
f America. They now live a very good life. 

1y husband and I came to America as guests at 
rst. The day was March 21, 2006. I did not know 
,hat to expect and I was very scared because I did 
ot know how to speak English. I was thinking 
,hat type of cow1try is this? Why does everybody 
ilk about it? What will happen to me here? There 
rere many questions on my mind. It was hard to 
ve here because my husband and I did not know 
nglish. We felt lost and un-helped. When we were 
: customs there were some interpreters who helped 
s solve our problems and answer our questions. 
le arrived at SeaTac Airport near Seattle, Wash
Lgton. When we were driving from the airport to 
LY son's house, I was looking through the car's 
·indow. I liked the roads, forests, flowers, and how 
Le cities were connected and did not have natural 
,rmations separating them. At my son's house 
tany people were waiting there to meet us. 

n l ·st day that I came here I began learning 
'.1.gh:m. I have learned how to read and write and 
:ontinue to learn the English language. I go to 
asses to learn English, United States History, and 
eography so that I may one day become a United 
ates citizen. I love to listen to my teacher Tonya's 
ctures. She helps those who wish to learn English. 

Student, Vira Vlasenko from the Ulrraine, pictured with 
her instructor, Tonya Adamov from Estonia 

I really love to travel! I have been to Mt. Rainier, 
Soap Lake, and Canada. This year in March I 
traveled to Hawaii with my son and his family. 
I really like Washington State. It has everything. 
There are mountains, lakes, rivers, forests, a desert, 
and even the ocean. In the desert there is the very 
large Columbia River. 

Right now, I live in an apartment with my hus
band. We both have green cards. Here we are 
surrounded by nice, friendly, and wonderful 
people. I love America because you can go to 
school at any age. The climate, wildlife, and the 
freedom of speech and religion are wonderful. 

With the help of teachers like Antonina Nikolayev
na, I can someday learn enough of the English 
language to become an American citizen. I love 
my grandchildren. My daughte1~ grandson, and 
son-in-law still live in the Ukraine. Hopefully in 
the future they may also come to live with us. 
God Bless Us. 

:WA wins 'Good in Government' Award 
·om the League of Women Voters 
n May 30, 2009 the 13th aimual "Good in Government" 
vards were presented by the League of Women Voters 
Washington Education Fund. The Korean Women's 
,sociation along with Senator Rosa Franklin and The 
~ws Tribune were this year's honorees. 

1e League recognizes individuals and organizations 
'.1.0 have made outstanding contributions toward 
hieving good government while holding public 
fice, serving on various boards or commissions, 
as they fulfill their organizational lnission. 

mnie Brown, Executive Director of the Tacoma
~W' ,-,aunty Affordable Housing Consortium 
es l the award to the Korean Women's 
;soc1ation. KWA was specifically recognized for 
r efforts to foster citizenship and being an effective 
nduit for so many government services for people 
need. Congratulations to all KWA staff who 

Honorees Lua Pritchard and Senator Rosa Franklin 
pose with KWA Board and community members 

lped us stand out in the community. Lua and the KWA Board at the Good in Government 

KWA Office Locations 
Pierce County 
Main Office 
123 E 96th St 
Tacoma, WA 98445 
253-535-4202 / 253-535-4827(F) 
Toll Free: 1-800-508-2780 

Pacific Villa Housing 
121 E. 96th St. 
Tacoma, WA 98445 
253-538-9387 / 253-538-9877(F) 

International Place 
1701 E. 44th St. 
Tacoma, WA 98404 
253-475-6861 / 253-389-7888 
475-6894(F) 

Orchard Project 
7211 303rd St. Ct. S. 
Roy, WA 98580 
253-843-0384 I 253-843-0384(F) 

10402 Klein St. SW Room #111 
Lakewood, WA 98499 
253-584-0767 I 253-584-0877(F) 

Thurston County 
1302 Homann Dr. SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-455-4524 / 360-455-4525(F) 

South King County 
31218 Pacific Hwy S., Suite A 
Federal Way, WA 98003 
253-946-1995 / 253-946-l 997(F) 

N01ih King County 
409 Maynard Ave. S. Suite 205 
Seattle, WA 98104 
206-624-6936 / 6639 
206-624-6973(F) · 

14040 NE 8th St. Rm 302B 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
425-443-4649 / 425-643-2947(F) 

Lewis County 
417 N. Pearl St. #A 
Centralia, WA 98531 
360-736-4310 I 360-736-4319(F) 

900 State Ave NW 
Chehalis, WA 98532 
360-740-1510 I 360-740-1537(F) 

Mason County 
706A Cascade Ave. 
Shelton, WA 98584 
360-426-9700 I 360-426-6688(F) 

Snohomish County 
4629 168th St. SW, Suite G 
Ly1mwood, WA 98037 
425-742-6396 / 425-787-9613(F) 

Clallam County 
310 E. 8th St. 
Port Angeles, WA 98362 
360-452-2129 / 360-452-2427(F) 

Jefferson County 
280 Quincy St. Suite D 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
360-344-3497 I 360-344-3499(F) 

Grays Harbor County 
304 W. Main St. Suite 5 
Elma, WA 98541 
360-482-3612 / 360-482-3645(F) 

Clark County 
5305 E 18th St. Suite 116 
Vancouve1~ WA 98661 
360-906-0577 I 360-993-8879 



You CAN Do IT! 
By Jim Fulton 

I have been an admirer of Koreans and Korean 
culture since 1985 when the U.S. Air Force 
sent me to Osan Air Base. I was fortunate to 
work with the Korean military and I did a fair 
amount of traveling while in Korea. I met a lot 
of nice people there, including my wife. 

After I retired from the Air Force, I found a 
job with the Department of Social and Health 
Services (DSHS). For most of my time with 
DSHS, I worked with noncitizens of all national 
origins. As a group, while they were more 
industrious than many of my U.S. citizen 
clients, they needed more help because of the 
language barrier. 

Let's face it - English is a very hard language. 
It is not like Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Spanish, 
or most other languages, which derived 
from one ethnic root. English is a polyglot of 
many other languages: old English, German, 
Spanish, French, Latin and Greek among 

A DAY IN THE LIFE -

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

refused to participate in any activities 
with other clients and just sat without 
moving. After a few visits to daycare, we 
are beginning to see her change. Her facial 
expressions are getting brighter and she 
started to interact with other clients. Before 
too long, she became so cheerful, she became 
a comedian of the table cheering up other 
clients! 

A very quiet woman, Soon D Kim, with a 
progressive stage of Alzheimers, enjoys all 
the activities at the day care and loves to 
come everyday. At the end of the day when 
she goes home, she gets pretty upset when 
we forget to tell her, "please come back." 
So, whenever she ·goes home we make sure to 
tell her to "please come back tomorrow." 

I often compare our Senior Day Care 

others. This explains why there are so 
many exceptions to every rule of English 
grammar and spelling. 

I recently started helping KWA English 
as a Second Language (ESL) students 
prepare for their citizenship test. I er · 
working with them and I am always 
impressed with their hard work and 
dedication to succeed. I now realize that 
whatever original reasons they had for 
studying to become citizens, they stay 
with the struggle to learn English and 
U.S. History and Government for another 

reason. Koreans are rightfully proud of their 
country. They believe in doing their best in 
everything they do and welcome challenges. 
They show why Korea has become such a 
great country and why it will be greater still. 

So, for those of you who are now learning 
English and studying for you citizenship test, 
don't give up. You can do it. 

About Jim Fulton ........... . 

Jim worked for DSHS at the Everett 
Community Service Office. After retiring 
in 2007, he became involved with the 
community as a volunteer. Since February 
2008, he's regularly visited the Lynnwood 
KWA to lead practice interviews for students 
preparing for their citizenship interview. 
He lives with his Korean wife and enjoys 
helping others. 

to grandparents and grandchildren 
relationships. Grandparents love to spoil 
their grandkids rotten, but at the end of the 
day they can always send them back to their 
parents. 

We pamper our clients and make them feel 
very special. We strive to make each of our 
clients feel welcome, recognized, loved and 
treated with respect. I love to spoil all our 
clients and always look forward to coming 
back to work the next day to spoil them some 
more. 

Song Choe 
Asian Pacific Senior Day Care Program Manager. 
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1 n tlie Community 

THE ASIAN PACIFIC SENIOR DAY 

CARE PROGRAM MAKES SMALL STEPS 

EVERYDAY TOWARDS IMPORTANT 

PROGRESS 

It's been three months since I took the 
job as the Asian Pacific Senior Day Care 
(APSDC) Program Manager. Ever since I 
took the job, my experience with Senior Day 
Care has been nothing but positive. It is an 
absolutely wonderful program for elders 
with or without Alzheimer's disease. 

With half of her body paralyzed 
by a stroke, Tok S Alsop also 
suffers from the beginning stages 
of Alzheimer's. Her only verbal 
expression is "Nae-Ga, Nae-Ga" 
which means "I'll, I'll," but when she 
starts to sing along with the karaoke 
machine, we can see her smiling face 
and actually hear other words that 
she can pronounce. 

When her daughter first brought 
her to senior daycare, K wi Y Moon 
was very depressed and angry. She 

continued on page 5 

BEN B. CHENEY FOUNDATION, LONGTIME 

FRIEND OF KWA BUILDS PARKING LOT 

Now that we have a newly renovated building 
for the Asian Pacific Senior Day Care Center, 
we needed a new parking lot too. Thanks to a 
$30,000 gift from the Cheney Foundation, we 
got our wish. The Foundation has supported 
KWA and our programs for many years. 
With limited parking, this important gift will 
make it easier for our Elders to attend the Day 
Care Program. Many thanks to the Cheney 
Foundation for their generosity, once again. 

MILGARD FAMILY FOUNDATION HELPS SENIORS CONNECT 

- ALL WE-EK LONG! 

Thanks to their generous donation of $300,000 for the Asian Pacific Senior Day Care Program, 
the Elders now have a newly refurbished facility and access to services five days a week. Kicked 
off in 1997, the program was available only three days per week for 11 years. Isolation is a big 
issue for those with limited mobility and resources but now Elders can come to the Day Care 
Center Monday - Friday. Our program serves an important niche since these clients would not be 
able to find a day care program that works hard to offer culturally relevant activities, music, and 
food. Here they can feel at home surrounded by staff and volunteers from their culture. 

The Milgard Family Foundation funding was also used to support an after-school program for 
the Youth -Active Leaders of Tomorrow (ALOT) Program in partnership with the Carol and Gary 
Milgard Family Hope Center. We know that the youth are our future and the Milgard Foundation 
is helping us realize our goals with this program. 

We are most grateful to the Milgard Family and Chris Zemanek, their Executive Director, for 
acknowledging and funding this imoortant work we do at KWA. 



An angel at your side 
navigators guide and support women facing breast 

mcer brings stress and uncertainty

diagnostiy tests. That's why the 

Center at St. Francis Hospital in 

is to ensure women don't have to go it 

omplex than many other types 

1ts physically and emotionally," 

-roup surgeon Carolina Salcedo-

's necessary to approach its treatment 

the patient navigator, or "angel" 

: guide, advocate and friend from 

nt and survivorship, she walks patients 

ompassionate step at a time, holding 

their hands during procedures and navigating them through the 

maze of appointments. 

Individualized care 
Certified by the National Consortium ofBreast Centers 

(NCBC), Franciscan's patient navigators follow an NCBC model 

for continuity of care and modify it for each situation. The 

process begins and ends with patient focus. "Breast cancer is 

unique to each woman, and our approach to care and recovery 

follows a custom-designed path," says Sherrie Samuel, patient 

navigator at the Women's Health & Breast Center. and clinic 

coordinator at the St. Francis Breast Clinic. ''Just because .your 

neighbor down the street had the same type of cancer doesn't 

mean your plan of care will be the same. Your 
iif,iliHillilifiJ.WtfiliWJifili~~iliiiilltilillJiili!iliilitiliilli~Hit!filuillttihl~liliiikli;JillillililiiliiiJ~ilimiliiiliiiillililliiistillliiilii~t .. 

general health, attitude, outlook on life and 

support systems all play a role in your recovery 

. and factor into your survivorship." 

Patient navigators may coordinate 

·· doctors' visits, maintain telephone contact 

between patients and physicial).s, arrange 

. rides to and from the hospital, help with 

insurance forms and suggest what to ask at 

• -follow-up-appointments. They-work with ··· 

·•. physicians, nurses and radiologists to enhance 

, communication and provide patients with 

clinical expertise. "Another vital process 

coml)onent is to connect our patients and 

· their families with other cancer resources and 

community outreach programs," says Samuel. 

"Women need to know thev're not 1n this 

Community angels 
Franciscan's Community Cancer pro 

by increasing early detection and treatr 

medically underserved women, many f 

Culturally sensitive female navigators t 

cancer. The navigators also help wome· 

breast cancer access medical treatment 

managing the disease. The program ha1 

Latina women, thanks to a grant from 

"Women whoare identified as at risl 

essential help in obtaining a screening · 

Sinek, manager of Franciscan's C0..,m1 

"They receive this service at no L .t 

they lack medical insurance, are unablt 

or are ineligible for local assistance pro 

-------------
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mce from a breast 
ator wh o shares their 
anguage. The program 
and Hispanic wom en 
rriers to get th e b reast 
n \ treatment they need and is offered 
Bree. __ ..;ancer Navigator program, co-provided 
lore an Women 's Association and Susan G. 
1e Cure. This gran t was one of six awarded by 
Foundation to non-profit h ealth care organiza-
1ington working to remove hurdles faced by 
derserved in dividuals wh o seek quali ty, afford
are. 

TO PRESIDENT-Effective July 1, tJ1e ti tles of 
ospital chief operating officers have changed to 
be more consistent with other hospital leaders 
,lie Health Initiatives: 
mte, president, St.Joseph Medical Center 
~ssler, president, St. Clare Hospital 
:.ean, president, St. Francis Hospital 
~et, president, St. Anthony Hospital 
opp, president, Enumclaw Regional Hospital 
no other changes in their responsibilities or 
lationships . 

1y (front left) shakes hands with St. Anthony President Carole Peet. 

IY HOSPITAL HOSTS SENATOR PATIY 
)nJuly 1, U.S. Senator Patty Murray spoke to 
l.e news media about national health care 
ation and addressed the shortage of nurses and 
. heal th care workers. She chose to host tl1is 
)W11 St. Antl1ony Hospital with the fo l1owing 
~presentatives participating in the event: Joe 
nciscan president and chief executive officer; 
,on, MD, Franciscan chief operating officer; 
ri, RN, Franciscan chief nurse executive; Meta 
.ciscan senior vice president, Strategic Planning; 
RN, St. Anthony Hospital president; Budd 
1ci vice president, Marketing and 
tio, .. ...Jale Harper, Franciscan director of 
.and Desiree Butler, RN, St. Aniliony Hospital 

Supply for complet-
ing a successful Joint 
Commission survey at 
the end of May. The sur
veyor had high praise for 
the leadership, staff and 
program quality. Kudos to 
Keith Sinay and the entire 
Home Medical Supply 
t eam! 

Kudos also to everyone 
at SFH, which recently 
completed a successful 
survey by the Washington 
State Department of 
Health (DOH). SFH 
President Tony McLean 
said of his hospital team: 
"The level of professional 
excellence and commit
ment to exceptional ser
vi ce that t he evaluators 
experienced th is week is 
a direct refl ection of the 
unique contributions each 
one of you brings to the 
St. Francis team. Every 
day, despite the chal
lenges in your lives, you 
choose to bring your best 
game to work, t o do your 
very best to support your 
pat ients, their loved ones 
and your coworkers." 

Staff of St. Joseph Women's Clinic 

service as a role model f or other volunteers. 

FRANCI C N HAM RADIO TAKE !A.RT I 
ERATI N TIC FH S HAM radio operate 

pa rti cipated in Operat ion A rctic Spring on June 2, along 
with t he Puget Sound Federal Coordinat ing Center (U.S. 
Department of the Army). FHS pa rticipants included lirr 
Lee, SJMC; Dolly Gelschleichter, SAH: Vivian Roedefer, 
SCH; and volunteers Richard Green, ERH; Mark Freitas, 
SFH; Roddy Nolten, SFH. 

ST .JOSEPH WOMEN'S CLINIC CLOTHING SWAP-St. Joseph Women's Clin ic staff 
recently gathe red t heir gently used clothes to trade, with the intent of donating leftO\ 
clothes to Parkland Maternity Support Services and WIC, two Franciscan programs ti 
the clinic supports in its work providing 08/GYN services. The team donated a total , 
151 pounds of clothes for women enrolled in these community programs. 



WE ARE FAMILY/ 
WAFHOME D OMESTIC 

VIOLENCE SERVICES PROGRAM 

Soo's Story, 
Program Client 
Soo is a 32 year old Korean 
woman who came to America 
in 2004 and married Mr. Lee 

in 2005. They resided in Se-
attle. Shortly after Soo married 

Mr. Lee, he started to abuse her: 
beating her, pulling her hair, demanding 

control of the money, and threatening deporta
tion. Finally she was so desperate, she attempt
ed suicide. Fortunately, her life was saved. On 
January 2007 she called Korean Women's Asso
ciation to get help and came to the Domestic 
Violence Emergency Shelter, WAFHOME. 

While staying at our shelter and collaborating 
with the Family Justice Center, she received le
gal advocacy; obtaining a protection order, filing 
divorce documents and getting custody of her 
son with the assistance of a pro bono attorney. 
Working with theNorthwestlmmigrationR 
Project, she has received a green card alloVv ~ ,g 
her to work in this country. In September of this 
year, Soo had a chance to get transitional hous
ing and moved in. She attended a weekly sup
port group and received one-on-one counseling 
which has enhanced her self-esteem. Feeling 
much more positive, Soo stated that she wants 
to live happily with her son, free from violence. 
Currently she is attending an ESL class at a com
munity college in order to take the next step. 

-Mi Yeoung Lee, 
WAF Domestic Violence Services Director 

IN-HOME CARE SERVICES PROGRAM IN CLALLAM COUNTY 
TEDDY BEAR LOVE 

The Clallam County KWA office provides Teddy Bear Love. The super
visor bought Teddy Bears, washed them and gave them out to the care 
givers, their children and the clients. 

I Teddy Bears bring LOVE and comfort to clients especially when the 
clients are progressing in their needs or cheering up. 

'H! Teddy Bears bring LOVE and appreciation to the caregivers fo 
their hard work and compassion for their clients. 

i Teddy Bears bring LOVE and a smile to a care givers child who's mom 
is hard working with daily physically and mental demands and able to 
still love and take care of the child and family at the end of a long day. 

IN-HOME CARE SERVICES 
PROGRAM 

The In-Home Care Services Program is pro
vided at eleven office locations with a total 
of nineteen supervisors and seven office sup
port staff that take care of the daily opera
tions. The program offers assistance to the 
elderly, disabled and those who are not able 
to help themselves for medical or personal 
reasons. Services include but are not limited to: 
bathing, feeding, ambulation, personal hygiene, meal 
preparation, companionship, supervision and more. 

We currently serve 850 clients and have approximately 640 caregivers who provide in
home care services to these clients. However, In-Home Care is about more than just the 
numbers. This is a program that involves a lot of heart, sacrifice and dedication by all who 
are involved. The supervisors, the office support staff and especially the caregivers, all go 
out of their way to ensure our clients are served and taken care of on a daily basis. In-Hom 
Care also offers respite for family caregivers who need a break from taking care of thei1 
loved ones. Every day we make a difference in the lives of clients because it allows many 
of them to be independent and to remain in their own homes rather than being placed into 

assisted living or perhaps even a nursing home. 
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COMMUNITY HEAL TH CARE 
OUTREACH SERVICES PROGRAM 

REPORT 

My name is Soon J a Han, Program Manager 
of Community Health Care Outreach Pro-
grams such as tobacco education, prevention, 
and intervention. I am also the breast cancer 
advisor, cancer clinical trial and hospice navi
gator. This program targets the population of 
the Asian Pacific Islander (API) community. I 
educate people about the harmful effects of 
tobacco on the human body and have regu
lar smoking cessation classes that successfully 
finish every year. 

The KWA breast cancer navigation program 
is designed to help API and African Ameri
can women who are 40 years old and above 
who do not have medical insurance and those 
with low income receive free mammograms. 
Annually, about 85 people get free mammo
grams. Cancer clinical trial navigator pro
grams conduct workshops and trainings for 
community leaders and program members 
on the importance of cancer clinicaltrials. 

We need to provide the community with 
more education about the hospice program. 
KWA had its second breast cancer navigator 

Annual Breast Cancer Navigator 
Program Dinner 

program dinner on September 25, 2007. During 
this event we provided information about our 
program to different health providers and com
munity leaders. It will be an annual event from 
now on. Also, KWA worked collaboratively with 
the Korean American Professional Health As
sociation (KAPHA). Our first Health Fair was 
held for the Korean community on November 3, 
2007. My goal for the program in 2008 will be to 
put more energy and effort into everything we 
do and serve even more clients in 2008. 

-Program Manager, Soon Ja Han 

SENIOR CITY HOUSING IN THE MAKING 

Located in Federal Way, Senior City, is our latest Senior Housing Project. We are pleased to an
nounce that HUD has awarded our project a total of $8,592,300. Senior City will break ground in 
August 2008 and be completed in late 2009. The project will feature 62 units for very low income 
tenants. This is the first HUD Section 202 project for the City of Federal Way, the first Transit 

Oriented Development (TOD) project for Sound 
Transit, and the 4th TOD project in the Nation. 
Many thanks to all of our supporters! 
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Recession took funds from Korean Women's Association, 

but brought it a leader 
The Korean Women's Association is ending a year of hard changes with optimism and a new executive director. 

\THLEEN MERRYMAN; THE NEWS TRIBUNE 
Jblished: 10/28/0912:05 am 

The Korean Women's Association is ending a year of hard changes with optimism and a new executive director. 

In May, its longtime and much-loved director, Lua Pritchard , told the board she was leaving after 19 years with the agency. During 

Pritchard's tenure, the KWA developed housing and social services programs in nine counties on an annual budget of $20 million. 

In July, state Rep. Jeannie Darnielle arrived shortly before state budget cuts hit. The KWA contracted with Darnielle for the four months 

it would take to find a new leader. 

Now the KWA has hired Peter Ansara. He'll be the first man to lead the agency since 10 Korean military wives founded it in 1972 to 

help Korean women honor their traditions while acclimating to life in Pierce County. 

"We started with such a small social club and ended up doing all these social services programs," said board member Soulja Warnick, 

who has been with the association from its beginnings. "We are very sensitive to the needs in the community. We try to serve what the 

needs are. " 

The group founded language schools, then phased them out as churches opened more. Members brought domestic violence victims 

into their homes, then built a secure shelter. They shared meals, then developed a meal delivery program that feeds thousands of 

"!niors and disabled people in nine counties. 

1 



They have built affordable housing, and are building more. They have bought the Olympus Hotel in downtown Tacoma, and they will 

open new senior housing near the Federal Way transit center in April. 

This summer, Darnielle was in charge when the economic crisis slammed into the 'r0NA's in-home care programs for seniors and 

disabled people - programs meant to avoid sending people to expensive nursing homes. 

The Legislature cut everywhere, and the 'r0NA lost about $65,000 a month in state funds . That's an annual hit of $780,000. 

Darnielle worked with the board to cut programs, positions, wages, benefits and sponsorships. But in an organization that values 

kindness and generosity, Darnielle managed the hard times as well as anyone could , Warnick said. 

The economy slapped the 'r0NA with the cuts , but it also put Ansara into the pool of director candidates. 

From 1999 to 2004 Ansara led the Tacoma Housing Authority out of a financial shambles and into the Hope VI grant that sparked the 

redevelopment of Salishan . He left the housing authority to become chief operating officer of private developer Prium. The real estate 

market tanked , and 10 months ago he left Prium during a downsizing. 

He gave himself time off to be with his granddaughter, to take his photography seriously and to look for an opportunity to work for a 

nonprofit. 

That granddaughter pops up among the 25,000 photos he's taken: from Yellowstone Park in deep winter to the Foss Waterway at first 

and last light. Ansara's photos are lovely, and you can check them out at www.captainshutter.com. 

He's making a book of photos and stories for the families who come to Fort Lewis Fisher House to be with wounded relatives . He's 

working on another about his late, and adored, grandmother. 

He's no stranger to the diversity that helped make the Korean Women 's Association what it is today. 

"My dad was an Arab immigrant," Ansara said. "I grew up in Lowell, Mass., bordering the Chelmsford Street housing project. It was very 

diverse, with Hispanics, African Americans and Asians. I really didn't know anything different." 

He joined the Air Force when he was 17 and served 15 years on active duty and 10 in the reserves. 

At his retirement, he was one of 50 military men trained to make positive changes in public housing administration. He worked on the 

East Coast before the THA recruited him. 

Warnick said the salary range for the job is $100,000 to $120,000. 

She said Ansara comes to the 'r0NA with a solid record of developing affordable housing , a past rich with variety and diversity, and the 

skills to balance and expand services. 

And, as the board will remind him, adjust them as needed. 

Kathleen Merryman: 253-597-8677, kathleen.merryman@thenewstribune.com 

http://www.thenewstribune.com/2009/10/28/932305/recession-took-funds-from-korean.html#ixzz13zyf8Ndo 
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Franciscan Health System offers a wide range of family 

education classes, including Chi ldbirth Education, Breastfeed ing 

Preparation, Infant CPR/Child Safety, Infant Massage, Becoming 

a Love and Logic Parent, and many more. For more information 

about our classes, go to www.FHShealth.org or call the Family 

Education Information li ne at 253-426-6253 (Pierce County) or 

253-835-8100, ext. 127-6253 (King County). 

MANAGING YOUR CONDITION 
Use Food to Fight Cancer 

Free monthly class for cancer patients and their caregivers with 

oncology dietitian Nancy Steedman, RD. Offered third Tuesday 

of each month from 3-4 p.m. at St. Joseph Medical Center in 

Tacoma. Ca ll 253-426-4428 for reservations and directions. 

Diabetes Education Classes 

Learn about managing diabetes from certified diabetes educators 

at these free cl asses. Call 253-426-6753 for cl ass schedule and 

locations. 

Total Joint Replacement Class 

A free class for pat ients considering total joint replacement, 

offered at St. Joseph Medical Center, St. Clare Hospita l, St. 

Francis Hospita l and St. Anthony Hospital. Cal l 1-888-825-3227 

for a complete class schedule and registration information. 

Yourself & Others 
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Best Place to "Work 

Best Best P'4ce to Heal 

St. Anthony Hospital 
Hosts Senator Patty 
Murray 

On July 1, U.S. Senator 
Patty Murray spoke to 
members of the news 
media about national 
healthcare reform legis
lation and addressed the 
shortage of nurses and 
other critical health care 
workers. She chose to 
host this event at our 
own St. Anthony Hospital 
in Gig Harbor. Senator 
Murray was joined at the 
event by Joe Wilczek, 
Franciscan President 
and CEO, as well as 
other Franciscan senior 
leadership team mem
bers and employees. 

From COO to 
President 

Effective July 1, the titles 
of each Franciscan hos
pital chief operating offi
cer have changed to 
president to be more 
consistent with other 
hospital leaders within 
CHI: 

• Syd Bersante, Presi
dent, St. Joseph Medi
cal Center 

• Kathy Bressler, Presi
dent, St. Clare Hospi
tal 

• Tony McLean, Presi
dent, St. Francis Hos
pital 

• Carole Peet, Presi
dent, St. Anthony Hos
pital 

t CATH OLIC HEALTH 
INITI ATIVES 

• Dennis Popp, Presi
dent, Enumclaw Re
gional Hospital 

There are no other 
changes in their respon
sibilities or reporting rela
tionships. 

Introducing Medical 
Imaging on 1st 

St. Francis Hospital and 
TRA Medical Imaging 
have partnered to open 
Medical Imaging on 1st 
in Federal Way. The 
center, which offers a 
Hitachi Oasis High Field 
1.2T (Tesla) Open MRI, 
a Toshiba Aquillon 64-
slice CT and other ad
vanced imaging technol-

ogy, opened June 29. 

This joint venture will 
make our organization 
more competitive in the 
marketplace and position 
us to better serve pa
tients in South King 
County, while providing 
the best technology 
available. 

The facility's address is 
33915 1st Way South in 
Federal Way. To sched
ule an appointment or for 
more information, please 
call 253- 815-1231 . 

Franciscan Medical Group 
A Part of Franciscan Health System 

Breast Cancer 
Navigator Program 
Services 

Franciscan's Breast 
Cancer Navigator Pro
gram offers free, cultur
ally and language
appropriate assistance to 
women from under
served populations who 
have breast health con
cerns. Female naviga
tors who share women's 
culture and language 
provide breast health 
education, assistance 
obtaining mammograms, 
and one-on-one support 
and guidance to women 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer. If you are work
ing with a patient who 
might benefit from spe
cialized navigation ser
vices, the following navi
gators are available: 

Dr. Soon Ja Han , serving 
Korean women : 253-
538-8352 

Doris Harris, serving Afri
can American and 
LGBTQ women: 206-
261-0132 

Eva Hernandez, serving 
Latina/Hispanic women: 
253-353-5502 

The Breast Cancer Navi
gator Program is sup
ported by Susan G. Ka
men for the Cure and the 
Regence Foundation. 
For more information 
about the program, 
please contact Tricia 
Sinek, FHS Community 
Cancer Program Man
ager, at 253-426-6746. 

Think Franciscan 
First Trade Shows 

Come to the show and 
learn about the pro
grams, services, technol
ogy and people that 
make Franciscan the 
leading health care pro
vider in the communities 
we serve. 

Enumclaw Regional 
Hospital 
July 29, noon - 3 p.m., 
Conf. Rm. 

St. Joseph Medical 
Center 
Aug. 17, noon-4 p.m., 
Lagerquist A & B 

St. Anthony Hospital 
Sept. 22, 1 :30 - 4 p.m. , 
Larson Conf. Rm. 

Think ~@) FRANCISCAN 
FIRST 

-... 
Referring to an 

FMG provider? 

Make it easy for 

patients to learn 

about their pro-

vider and remem

ber appointments. 

Print off an 

*FMG BUSINESS 

PAGE. 

*On the FMG 

Homepage. 
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They give all their heart 
When a nonprofit agency matches in-home caregivers with its elderly clients, the subsequent 
bonds of devotion and love can be strong - almost like family. 

May 15, 2005- Inside the Boo Han Market on South Tacoma Way, Chom Scoggins heaves a 20-
pound bag of brown sweet rice into a shopping cart. 

She adds a carton of soy milk, a box of melons, bean sprouts and some tofu. 

"I know what they want," she says, nodding to her two shopping companions, 82-year-old In 
Young Kim and 85-year-old Sun Duk Lee. 

The two older women attempt to aim the cart down a narrow market aisle, but Scoggins guides 
them to a wider aisle. 

"You'll get in an accident," she warns gently, with a wary glance at the packages of dried noodles 
and imported snack foods that line the aisle. 

Scoggins, 66, is paid by the Korean Women's Association, a Tacoma nonprofit, to be an in-home 
provider and look after both of the older women's needs - everything from shopping and 
chauffeuring to cooking and cleaning. 

But the bond they share is something more than a relationship of hired help and employer. 
Scoggins calls the women "the grandmothers" and says taking care of their needs feels like 
caring for a member of her own family. 

"I feel like it's my mother," says Scoggins, 66, whose own mother died in Korea. 

Scoggins, married to a retired soldier and postal worker, speaks the language of her two 
"grandmothers." She prepares the Korean food they like - rice, kimchi, vegetables, fried whole 
fish. She drives the two women to the banks where tellers count out greenbacks in Korean. 

And she doesn't bat an eye when Lee settles in for her afternoon nap on a mat in the center of her 
living room floor. As Scoggins gently tucks her in for the afternoon, she explains that this is the 
way the older woman is used to sleeping. This is the way she slept in Korea. 

In-home care 



The Korean Women's Association is one of six organizations that contract with the Pierce 
County Aging and Long Term Care agency to help elderly people with activities such as bathing, 
cooking, housework, shopping, transportation to doctor's appointments and more. The county 
agency uses funding supplied by state and federal governments to subsidize care for elderly 
people who are financially eligible or who are too disabled to care for themselves but still able to 
live in their own homes. 

Caregivers who work for one of those six organizations earn an average of $9.39 an hour, 
according to Sally Nixon, director of Pierce County Aging and Long Term Care. 

KWA also has elderly clients in Lewis, Mason, Thurston and other surrounding counties. Today, 
it serves nearly 500 clients with more than 400 caregivers. 

While the KW A serves clients and employs caregivers of many ethnic backgrounds, it 
specializes in meeting the needs of Asian elders. About half its clients are Korean-speakers, 
estimates Sung Law, in-home care supervisor at KWA. 

Law says the goal is to try to match client and care provider in as many ways as possible - not 
only language or background but also personality. 

"I ask them what kind of person would you like to have?" she says. "Someone who speaks 
English? Someone who is a good cook?" 

Some of the elders might have trouble remembering things or have difficulty understanding their 
day-to-day needs. Others suffer the crippling effects of arthritis or other medical problems that 
make it hard for them to navigate the city unaided. 

Sometimes, caregivers and clients can clash. But Law's job is to find combinations that work. 

FACING CHALLENGES TOGETHER 

Scoggins and her two "grandmothers" seem well-suited. 

Scoggins understands the challenges the elderly women have faced adapting to a new country, 
because she has faced some of the same issues. 

She came to the U.S. more than 20 years ago as a military bride, speaking no English. 

"I stayed home," she says. "I didn't know anything. I was crying all the time, missing home." 

Learning to drive and learning English are important keys to independence for women like 
Scoggins, Law says. But mastering those skills is more difficult for older immigrants. 

Law, also an immigrant from Korea, describes the experience this way: "You completely drop 
your ( old) life. It's hard to explain . ... You need guts." 



She says that in Korea, the frail elderly would probably live with family members. But once they 
move here, many are eager to adopt American ways. They want to live independently for as long 
as they can. 

Through a translator, Kim says she is grateful for her "wonderful American life" that allows her 
to live by herself and not have to depend on her children. 

Both Scoggins' "grandmothers" live at Pacific Villa, a senior housing development operated by 
KWA. 

There, they are able to attend a program that offers lunch, games and exercise three days a week. 

"They're really lonely," Law says of the seniors. "We try to engage them in a social life." 

MORE THAN A JOB 

Scoggins is dedicated beyond the demands of her job. 

She tends a sunny windowsill of plants outside Kim's apartment, so that the older woman can 
enjoy seeing the living things grow. On her own time, Scoggins returns on Sunday mornings to 
escort her clients to New Life Presbyterian Church across the street, a congregation with a 
Korean pastor. 

"We're lucky to have good workers," Law says. "They give all their heart." 

One recent afternoon, while Scoggins waited outside a large activity room at Pacific Villa, her 
"grandmothers" headed inside and took seats in a circle of seniors. Most were dressed in slacks 
and sneakers, but a few wore traditional Korean dress. 

Both women giggled as Eun Hee Williams, the instructor for their class, led the group in a 
children's song. She demonstrated the hand and body motions that accompany the song, a sort of 
Korean-language hokey-pokey. Williams encouraged the seniors to move and sing along. 

After the exercise, Scoggins says, it would be rest time for the "grandmothers." She accompanied 
both women back to their apartments. 

"Good night, night, night," she called to Lee, as the older woman settled into her bed on the floor. 
"Night. Night. Night." 

[SOUTH SOUND Edition] 
The News Tribune - Tacoma, Wash. 
Author: DEBBIE CAF AZZO 
Date: May 15, 2005 
Start Page: E.01 
Section: Soundlife 
Text Word Count: 1272 



Care, Becaus1 

You Matter 

Empowering our 

loved ones 

to remain in the 

comfort of their 

own home 

with independenc 

and dignity . 

• KWAHomeCar 
Amazing Caregivers. Amazing Care. 



Contact the office 

location nearest yo 

Aberdeen 

360.637.8740 

Centralia 

360.736.4310 

Federal Way 

253.946.1995 

Lacey 

360.455.4524 

Lynnwood 

425.742.6396 

Pt. Angeles 

360.452.2129 

Pt. Townsend 

360.344.3497 

Shelton 

360.426.9700 

Sequim 

360.582.164 7 

Tacoma 

253.535.4202 

Pt. Orchard 

360.874.7132 

www.kwahomecare.co1 



KWAHomeCare 



Amazing Caregivers. Amazing Care. 
KWA not only has amazing caregivers who provide amazing care, but they are all trained 

in accordance with state licensing regulation, pass criminal background checks, reference 

screening and are fully insured and bonded. Some of our caregivers are nurse-delegated, 

which means they received specialized training from a nurse to perform skilled tasks such as 

changing a wound dressing. Nurse delegation services allow clients to remain in their home at 

a lower cost. 

Matches Made in Heaven 
We know not every match is made in heaven. There are personal and cultural difference, 

individual needs, preferences and interests. We take great care in how we match our clients 

to our caregivers and our matchmaking track record is excellent. We are culturally sensitive 

and can even provide a caregiver that speaks your language and cooks ethnic meals. At KWA, 

clients feel confident that they are a good and compatible match with the best caregiver 

possible. KWA Home Care supervisors carefully select the caregiver with the experience and 

personality that is best suited to the needs of each client. Next we arrange for the caregiver 

to come to the home so the client can interview the caregiver and determine if he or she is an 

appropriate match for their needs. 



other Avatlab~ Resources 
cmzenslhip Application Form 

cmzenslhip Study Guide 
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Tacoma: 253a535a4202 

Federal Way: 253 .. 94fi .. 1995 

Lynnwood: 425 .. 742-6396 

Vancouver: 36(MH))6 .. Q577 

Call Today! 
1 ~888~508~2780 

Check our website! 

www.kwacares~org 
Naturalizatlon Program ls sponsored by 

WA State DSHS - ORIA 

Office of Refugee/Immigrant Assistance 

Nation Wide USCIS 

1-800375-5283 (Inquiries) 

1-800-870-3676 (Forms) 

Change of Address 

1-800-375-5283 

Obtain Immigration Forms 

www.uscis.gov 

Selective Service Registration 

www.sss.gov 

~ Appointment with USCIS Officer 

www.infopass.uscis.gov 

~ Question to Seattle Immigration 

seabcis@dhs.gov 

12500 Tukwila International Blvd. 

Seattle, WA 98168 

~ U.S. Passport Process 

www.travel.state.gov 

IRS website 

www.irs.gov 

Social Security Administration 

www.ssa.gov 

N-400 Mailing Address 

(for WA State Residents) 

USCIS 

ATTN: N-400 Unit 

P.O. Box 21251 

Phoenix, AZ 85036 
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Center for Citizenship/ 

Immigration Services 

1111111 

• KWA 

Korean 
Women's 
Association 
Of Washington 

Multi-Cultural, Multi-lingual 

Community Services Agency that 

has been helping people since 1972 



This program initially started in March of 

1997 to benefit immigrants seeking to 

become U.S. citizen. Under the State 

funded program, the WA State DSHS 

Office of Refugee & Immigrant 

Assistance (RIA), the Korean Women's 

Association (KWA) has assisted 

immigrants and refugees in becoming 

U.S. citizens In order to enjoy the rights 

and to receive other important benefits. 

The purpose of this program is to defend 

and to advance the rights of immigrants 

and refugees through community 

education, advocacy, and immigration 

legal services to all persons, especially 

of low income. So far, the KWA 

citizenship program has served 33 

nationalities. 

Two new citizens from Multi-~wltur~. ,clqdss (Filipino , 
Mexican, Samoan) Instructor, Vera Wed e 

KWA PYOVL~eli< Free 
servtces for LOW 
r ~o~e r&t ~tttes 

■ Free Filing of N-400 and Fee waiver 

■ Free Citizenship English classes 

■ Interpretation Service 

Note: Low-income family means welfare 

recipients such as medical coupon, food 

stamp, GAU, SSI, TANF 

■ Petition more family members to the 

United States 

■ Automatic citizenship for children 

under 18 years old 

• Voting Right 

■ Travel with U.S. passport without 

worrying about re-entry permits 

■ No deportation 

■ Eligible for federal government jobs 

■ Federal Government Public Benefit 

ctHzeuhtp CoL<rse roptes 
■ The U.S. Constitution, U.S. history 

and government 

• Preparation for citizenship interview 

■ Survival English for citizenship 

Citizenship h Class for Easte.rn Europeans at 
Tacoma wit instructor , Antonina Adambv 

Cletss lv,1,forVlA:.etti.ov,1, 
Register for a citizenship class TODAY 

through the Korean Women's Association 

(KWA). Services are available in English, 

Cambodian, Korean, Russian, Spanish, 

Ukrainian, and Vietnamese. Classes are 

held in English, Cambodian, Korean, 

Russian, and Vietnamese at various 

locations. For more information, contact, 

ft 253-535-4202 



-OUR SERVICES----

Long-term Senior Services 

· In-Home Care 
• Respite Care 

Low-Income Housing 

· Multi-Family Housing 
· Senior Housing 
· Work Force Housing 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
Victim Services 

• Community Based and Legal Advocacy 
· Emergency Shelter 

• 24/7 Hot Line Support 253.359.0470 

· Prevention & Education 

Social Services 

· Senior Nutrition Program : Tacoma & Federal Way 

Community Education : Senior Fraud Prevention 

& Later Life Abuse 

Community Living Connection : Case Management 

Naturalization and Immigration Service : N-400, 

1-90, DACA, & etc. 

Community & Behavioral Health Services 

• Everyday Prevention (Nutrition, Cooking Demo, 
Yoga, and Fall Prevention) 

· Community Health Education 
• Breast, Cervical, Stomach, and Colon Cancer 

Navigation 

Chronic Disease Management 
• Alcohol and Tobacco Screening (SBIRT) 

PUGET SOUND 
LOCATIONS 

KWA serves clients 
in the following counties: 

Clallam 
Grays Harbor 

Jefferson 
King 

Kitsap 
Lewis 

Mason 
Pacific 
Pierce 

Snohomish 
Thurston 

• KWA 

Korean Women's Association 
123 E. 96th St. 

Tacoma, WA 98445 
253.535.4202 

Toll Free 1.888.508.2780 
Fax 253.535.4827 

www .kwacares.org 

KOREAN 
WOMEN'S 

Association 

KWA 
------- KWA has been providing multi

cultural and multi-lingual social and 
human services since 1972 



Embracing the Fragile with Multicultural 
and Multilingual Expertise 
The Korean Women's Association (KWA) is a 501 (c) 
(3) nationally recognized non-profit organization 
providing multicultural and multilingual services 
with care and compassion to anyone in need. 
KW A's clients include the most fragile - senior 
citizens, the disabled, poor and the sick, abused 
women and children, medically compromised and 
immigrants and refugees who speak little or no 
English. We help people improve their lives by 
meeting their most basic human needs through 
education, socialization, advocacy and support. 

Building a Bridge Across Cultures 
KWA started in 1972 as a social club of Korean 
women married to American servicemen. But as 
more Koreans moved to Pierce County, the club 
began to provide additional needed services; 

driver license classes, translation, transportation, 
domestic violence and other services to Korean families. 

Then, to other Asian immigrants and Pacific Islanders. 
Today, KWA serves over 40 nationalities. 

Since its humble beginnings, KWA has served low
income ethnic minority populations who are often the 
most vulnerable segment of American society. Their 
language and cultural barriers can prevent successful 
integration into traditional American culture. Regardless 
of their race or ethnic background, KWA seeks to increase 
the quality of life for all people in need. 

About Our Services 
KWA provides tools and a supportive environment 

so people can get the support they need, from 
housing to mammography screening, when they 
need it the most. We strive to understand and 
follow our clients' needs to make a positive 
difference in their lives. Through our responsive 
programs, we remain committed to the people and 
cultures we serve and seek to ensure that we 
uncover unmet needs and fulfill them. We help the 
underserved to lead healthier, happier and more 
productive lives - positively affecting generations 
to come. 



Early in KWA history, a small group of 
Korean women started to build a legacy 
of kindness - reaching out to help 
Korean women in need. 

• KWA 

Honoring Our History 

Humble Beginnings 

What started with 10 Korean women with the singular goal of 
helping other women in their culture has grown to a $22 
million non-profit agency that employs over 1,000 employees 
whose purpose is to provide social and health services to the 
poor and most vulnerable. The Korean's Women Association 
(KWA) began in 1972 when Kim Nam Hui started a Korean 
women's social club in Tacoma, Washington. The 10-women 
group shared Korean meals, spoke and sang in their native 
language, and told away-from-home stories to help ease their 
homesickness. 

Since the beginning, KW A has helped nearly 4 million low
income people with social and health services. Today it helps 
nearly 150,000 people every year. 

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, local servicemen stationed at 
Ft. Lewis Army Base and McChord Air Force Base in Tacoma 
went abroad and many married Korean women and brought 
them back to the United States. 

Culture Shock Sets in For Korean Wives of 
Servicemen 

Many of the wives were having problems adjusting to the 
American culture and had language barriers that made every 
day activities, and their lives in general, very difficult. They 
couldn't read or speak English and didn't know how to drive. 
Everyday chores like going to the grocery store or doctor's 
office were challenging. Life was frustrating to these women 
and their families - and some were being abused. The women's 
group was soon selling popular Korean foods such as kimchi 
and rice cakes to the Korean community to help raise money 
for outreach. They helped other Korean women with 
transportation and translation to help them cope with 
everyday life. 

Honoring Our History 



kWA board members at a celebration in 1992. 

KWA began to gain wider community exposure by 
introducing its services to the community at trade 
show events. 

• KWA 
Creating a Legacy of Kindness 

So the small, but powerful, women's group started to lend a 
helping hand and create a legacy of kindness. They brought 
women in for language classes and helped them learn how to 
accomplish basic tasks and then more advanced tasks such as 
driving. One night about 2:00 a.m., one of the women in the 
group received a call from one of the women they were 
helping because she had been beaten by her husband. 

As more members of the women's group brought domestic 
violence victims into their homes, they saw an unmet need and 
eventually started a domestic violence program. The group set 
up an office in an apartment with a receptionist to answer the 
calls. The calls became more frequent as the needs of the local 
Korean community grew. 

Later the women secured funding and built a secure and 
confidential shelter for domestic violence victims. The shelter 
is now a 19-bed facility for women and children and is the only 
multicultural domestic violence shelter in the state of 
Washington. 

Helping Korean Women Acclimate to America 

Seven years later in 1979, these Korean women leaders 
founded The Korean Women's Association of Washington 
State (KWA) as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. The social 
service agency's vision was to help Korean women honor their 
traditions and acclimate into life in Pierce County and into 
American culture. 

Services Expand to Help All Nationalities 

KWA began expanding its services and took over the programs 
of the Pierce County Asian Alliance. In the 1980s, KW A 
applied for grants and received public funds to provide meals, 
language and translation, home care and legal aid referral 
services to Asian-Pacific Islanders. Later it provided these 
services to people of all ethnicities, especially serving the poor, 
the elderly and the disabled. 

Honoring Our History 2 



The popularity of the Korean senior meal site grew with 
nearly 150 people attending the lunchtime meals. 

'rWVA's Home Care Program started in 1989 serving 
elderly and disabled Koreans in their homes and now 
serves all nationalities. 

• KWA 
Programs Expand for the Elderly 

In the late 1980s, local Korean women started bringing their 
families from Korea to the United States as their parents were 
aging, developing illnesses or dying. The elderly Koreans who 
moved to the area needed services and often complained they 
wanted Korean food. With a grant from Pierce County, KWA 
started its first Korean meal site and hired Korean women to 
prepare meals in the city of Tacoma's south end. 

The program's popularity grew with nearly 150 people 
attending the lunchtime meals. The program expanded with 
the addition health education classes. Further expansion 
included meal sites for Filipinos, Samoans, Vietnamese and 
Cambodian cultures. Now KWA serves nearly 350 people 
every week at its meal sites. For many, these meal sites 
provide the only nutritional food they eat. In addition, they 
receive companionship, health education and more. 

Soon KW A realized other government grants were available to 
help meet the community' s growing needs - particularly the 
needs of the senior population. They were aware of seniors 
who were ill who could not make it to the meal sites. KWA 
board members felt that if they didn't help the seniors, nobody 
would - especially because of the difficulties with language 
barriers. So they delivered meals to the seniors' homes and 
began planning for in-home care for seniors. 

Home Care Serves the Elderly & Disabled 

In 1989, after securing donations from Korean business owners, 
selling more kim chi and rice cakes to raise program funds, and 
securing additional grant funding, the KWA Home Care 
Program was started. Initially, KW A hired Korean women to 
help take care of the elderly and disabled Koreans in their own 
homes. But as KWA's reputation for exceptional and 
compassionate care grew, so did its client base which now 
includes all nationalities. Today, KWA operates one of the 
largest home care agencies in the state of Washington. 
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KWA bought its first office building in 1990. Each of 
the board members paid $1,000 for the down 
payment on the $200,000 project. 

KYVA's Naturalization Program has helped over 2,200 
people become U.S. citizens. Photo is of the 11 th Annual 
Graduation Ceremony in 2007. 

• KWA 

First Office Building Purchased 

In 1990, KW A bought its first office building for $200,000 
which included a 1.3 acre site. At the time, each of the 14 KWA 
board members paid $1,000 each to put up the down payment. 
The loan payments were then paid with the profits from the 
Home Care Program. KW A later developed the site and it 
became a catalyst for a senior day care program, a new office 
and a 25-unit apartment complex for poor seniors. 

Promoting Citizenship 

In the late 1990s, clients active in KWA programs started 
asking for help with becoming United States citizens and 
reuniting with their families. With a government grant, the 
Naturalization Program began helping refugees and 
immigrants seeking citizenship. This popular program 
expanded over the years and has helped over 2,200 people 
become U.S. citizens since its inception. KWA's Naturalization 
Program is recognized nationally as one of the best for a 
nonprofit organization. 
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KWA board members in front of Pacific Villa, 
one of our low-income senior housing 
projects. 

KWA's newest low-income housing project for 
seniors, Senior City, won a national housing 
award from Affordable Housing Finance 
magazine. 

• KWA 

Low Income Senior Housing 

KW A board members knew that many of the seniors were 
having difficulties living in their adult children's homes and 
some didn't even have homes to stay in. It was our first 
attempt at applying for a federal grant and with hard effort 
and persistence, KWA not only secured a $2.2 million grant to 
build 25 low-income units called Pacific Villa Apartments in 
1996, but then battled and won over neighbors who initially 
didn't want the complex in their community. Over 180 people 
signed up to be considered for the 25 apartments that opened 
in 1998. 

KW A understood the need was great for low-income housing 
for seniors. Since then, we have developed four other low
income housing projects including 200 units for the poor and 
disabled - with plans to develop more in the future. 
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KWA leaders Ok Sun Wilson, Nam Hi Kim and 
Sul Ja Warnick at the community service center 
openinQ in October 2003. 

Former Tacoma Mayor Brian Ebersole 
congratulates KWA on its 25th anniversary 
and groundbreaking of its Pacific Villa 
Apartments for low-income seniors. 
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New 10,000 Sq. Ft. Community Service Center 
Opens in 2003 

More than 30 years after it was founded as a social club, 
the Korean Women' s Association moved into new 
quarters in October 2003. The association dedicated its $1.3 
million, 10,000-square-foot community service center in East 
Tacoma that was to house 22 social service programs 
ranging from English classes to meals and nutritional services 
and other programs. 

Asian-Pacific Islanders Not Getting Screened 

In 2003, Franciscan Health System's Community Cancer 
Program staff reviewed its community data regarding race and 
breast cancer and found many Asian-Pacific Islanders were not 
being diagnosed. They weren't showing up in the data 
although they made up 7% of the county's population. The 
staff realized the Asian-Pacific Islander population was not 
being well served. As KW A is a strong and respected 
community partner, Franciscan sought our help to reach the 
Asian-Pacific Islander population. We then partnered with 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, an internationally recognized 
breast cancer organization, to develop the Breast Cancer 
Navigator Program initially serving Asian-Pacific Islanders 
and later expanding to other minority groups. Since that time, 
KW A has served over 16,000 women in awareness promotion 
and detection of breast cancer. 

One of the Largest Social Service Agencies in the State 
of Washington 

Today, KW A offers multi-faceted and multicultural services to 
anyone in need who lives in Pierce, King, Snohomish, 
Thurston, Lewis, Mason, Clallam, Jefferson, and Grays Harbor, 
counties. What started in 1972 as a grass-roots effort to assist 
Korean women acclimating to American culture has grown 
into one of the largest social service agencies in Washington 
state. Regardless of their race or ethnic background, KWA 
serves 150,000 clients in nine Washington counties with over 
1,000 employees and a $22 million budget. 
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Il is my distinct pleasure, as President of the Board of 
Directors of the Korean Women1s Association, lo welcome 
our honored and distinguished guests, in joining us lo 
celebrate nol only our 25th Anniversary, but also the ground 
breaking for our new elderly housing projecl 

Many of you and your organizations have rendered 
,...._ ________ ___. valuable support lo our programs over the years, allowing us 

as individuals and as an organization lo feel welcome in the community and lo make our own 
contributions toward our city, county and stale. In appreciation of your efforts, this evening 
is specially dedicated lo you. Thank You 

£1rr£~ 
Korean Women's Association 

I am most pleased, as President of the Board of the 
Pacific Villa tlousing Development Council, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of KWA, and as a twenty year active member and 
past president of KWA, lo welcome all of you joining us in 
the celebration of our elderly housing ground breaking and 
25th Anniversary Celebration. 

~-------~ In the past one-quarter century, the KWA has a long 

history of offering social service programs designed lo meet the needs of the Korean and 
at-large community. Now, with the help of the U.0. Department of tlousing and Urban 
Development their generous grant allows us lo break ground for this 25 unil low-income 
housing project for the elderly. 

We as an organization, as well as individuals. are honored and gratified lo partici
pate in the wonderful American dream of contributing lo the social needs and services of 
the community, and have every expectation that the Pacific Villa tlousing project for the 
elderly will help us continue lo be successful in this role. 

It is with the support of you, our guests, that this has become possible. Thank you 
all for your individual and organizational efforts over the past twenty-five years, and in 
helping us reach this day of ground breaking for our Pacific Villa tlousing projecl 

~1~ 
Pacific Villa Housing Dev. Council 



NORM DICKS 
6TH DISTRICT, WASHINGTON 

COMMITTEES: 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

INTELLIGENCE 

APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
INTERIOR 

2467 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4706 
PHONE: (202) 225-5916 

((ongregg of tbr mtnttrb ~tatrg 
T!,ouge of l\epregentattbeg 

Ms. Sun B. Dang 
President 
Korean Women's Association 
125 E. 96th Street 
Tacoma, Washington 98445 

Dear Friends: 

March 18, 1997 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

S UITE 2244 
1717 PACIFIC A VENUE 

T A COMA, WA 98402-3234 
PHONE: (206) 593-6536 

S UITE 301 
500 PACIFIC A VENUE 

BREMERTON , WA 98337 
PHONE: (360) 479- 4011 

RECYCLED PAPER 

I would like to extend a special word of congratulations to the Korean Women's 
Association on the occasion of your Silver Jubilee and Ground Breaking Celebration. 
Affordable housing for the elderly is greatly needed in our community and through the 
funds provided by the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, K.W.A. will be 
able to complete their Pacific Villa Project by January 1998. 

I have known and worked with the K. W .A. for the past six years. I strongly believe 
in their mission and goals for the community, which includes providing multilinguaVmulti
cultural community and social services for low-income, disabled, and elderly people. With 
the dedication of their hard-working staff, K.W.A. has already made tremendous efforts in 
serving the people of this area. 

Congratulations to all of you today and thank you for your focus on this important 
area of the community. 

Sincerely, 

-n~ ~ 
Norm Dicks 
Member of Congress 
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45 YEAR HISTORY Tl MELINE 
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KWA BEGINS 

1972-
Korean wives 
of American 
men begin a 
monthly so

cial club in Tacoma to share 
Korean food and tell personal 
stories in their native language. 
The club quickly becomes 
known as the Korean Women's Association. 

1974 - KWA begins 

caring for seniors in the 
community. The pro
gram has now grown to 
11 offices, employing 
1,300 caretakers 
across 12 Western 
Washington counties. 

1976- KWA volun-

teers begin organizing carpools and wake-up calls 
to help other Korean women attend English lan
guage classes at a local community college. 
Soon, they begin organizing their own classes to 
teach American-style cooking and other life skills 

meals are served each week. 

1992- Fundraising begins 

for a permanent office loca
tion on our own property. 
Eventually, 2.6 acres were 
found in east Tacoma. An 
open house was held in early 
1993 to exhibit the new facili
ty. 

1997-KWA 
briefly opens an 
Asian Pacific Sen
ior Day Care, 
providing respite care for family 
members and caretakers. At
tendees enjoy meals and con
versation, along with visits from 
the Tacoma Public Library's 
book mobile. 

t<JNA begins offering 
immigration and naturalization 
services, waiving all application fees for 
low-income individuals. Citizenship classe 
are offered in six languages. The service 

like opening bank accounts, --..... 
expands to include assistance 
applying for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals in 2012. and driving. 

1979- KWA is officially des

ignated as a nonprofit social 
service organization. Early 
services quickly expand to 
include a language library 
and free legal services. 

1988- t<mA opens the first 

of three meal sites, collective
ly offering free meals to seniors 
day through Friday. Meals meet r~ 
quired USDA nutritional standards, 
and are culturally authentic to Korean, 
Vietnamese, Cambodian and Ameri
can cuisines. An average of 300 

1998- t<mA opens 

Pacific Villa, their first 
25 units of low-income 
housing still operating 
today. 

1999 - t<m A is 

l~~r!?[ff e!¥e!~l2 ~~} 
Korean \l./01ne11·s Associut 

l'19Z. 6 25. 
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needed to begin a food stamps enrollment pro
gram in partnership with Washington 's Depart
ment of Social and Health Services. 

2002 - The City of Tacoma donates land 

to KW A for the construction of an emergency 
housing shelter. 

2003 - KWA receives a state grant for 

$640,000 to build emergency housing for bat
tered women and their children . 

2004 - The "We Are Family" emergency 

shelter home opens, featuring 19 beds. An es
timated 130 women and children walk through 
the front door annually. 

2005 - KWA begins outreach program to as

sist seniors in obtaining insurance services, 
especially Medicare and Medicaid . This was 
expanded to include insurance services under 
the Affordable Care Act in 2010. 

2006 - KWA begins planting at newly com

pleted affordable housing complex, The Apple 
Orchard. Built on donated land that had been 
used as a dump site for years , the rehabilitated 
property is now home to _-____ , 
five family homes and ~'.;.i~~: 
an orchard that pro
vides hundreds of 
pounds of fresh fruit to 
local food banks each 
fall. 

2007 - International Place Apartments 

open in Tacoma's Salishan neighborhood , 
providing 45 units of low-income senior hous
ing . 

opens in Federal Way, providing 62 

units of low-inc 
senior housing , 
and the historic Olym
pus Hotel in downtown 
Tacoma is renovated into 4 
family housing units. Both were 
designed with their -
immediate access 
to public 
transportation in 
mind . 

2010 - KW A be-

g ins the Breast Can
cer Navigation program, pairing women with 
advocates who provide language assistance, 
and attend appointments. 

2014- KWA debuts the depart

ment of Community and Behavioral 
Health . The program focuses primar
ily on outreach, addressing the so
cial , cultural , political , economic and 
environmental factors that influence 
health . The department develops 
programs to promote health , prevent 
disease and 
enhance quality of life. 

2015 - KWA launches the Screening , Brief 

Intervention , and Referral to Treatment 
(SBIRT) program, which identifies high risk in
dividuals for alcohol, tobacco and drug use 
and connects them with resources for outpa
tient mental health and substance abuse coun
seling. 

2017 - New Adult Supported Living House 

Opens in Sequim, WA. 

• KWA 

Korean Women's Association of Washington9ate Ill 
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Who we are 
KWA was founded by Kim Nam Hui, the Korean wife of an American 

serviceman. Kim and other immigrant wives came together to share meals 

and encourage one another. Their first fundraisers included selling 

favorite Korean foods to other immigrants living at Fort Lewis and 

McChord Air Force Base. Eventually KWA members were able to provide 

them with transportation needs, translation services and support to the 

women suffering from domestic violence. 

In 1979 the organization received its non-profit status and first grant from 

Washington State. The next year, services were expanded to other Asian 

and Pacific Islander immigrants and refugees. Known for their unique 

ability in helping those whose dreams were thwarted by language and 

cultural barriers, word of KWA's cross-cultural compassion spread 

quickly. From a single part-time employee in a 500 square-foot office, 

KWA now has 1,200 employees with offices in 11 c~unties to serve all 

people. 

Contact Us 
For more information about KWA, please contact us below. KWA Main 

Office and Meal Sites are located in Tacoma. 

123 East 96th Street 

Tacoma, WA 98445 

Phone: (253) 535-4202 

Web: www.kwacares.org 
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The early beginnings 

1908 
Great unrest and critical debate was occurring amongst women. 

Women's oppression and inequality was spurring women to become 

more vocal and active in campaigning for change. Then in 19098, 

15,000 women marched through New York City demanding shorter 

hours, better pay, and voting rights. 

1909 
In accordance with a declaration by the Socialist Part of America, the 

first National Women's Day (NWD) was observed across the United 

States on 28 February. Women continued to celebrate NWD on the last 

Sunday of February until 1913. 

1910 
In 1910, a second International Conference of Working Women was held 

2018 and beyond 

2011 
2011 saw the 

100 year 

centenary of 

International 
Women's Day -

with the first 

IWD even held 

exactly 100 

years ago in 

1991 in Europe. In the United States, President 
Mala/a Yousafzai 

Barack Obama proclaimed March 2011 to be "Women's History Month," 

calling Americans to mark IWD by reflecting on "the extraordinary 

accomplishments of women" in shaping the country's history. 

2018 and beyond 
The world had witnessed a significant change and attitudinal shift in 

both women's and society's thoughts about women's equality and 

emancipation. Many from a younger generation may feel that 'all the 

battles have been won for women' while many feminists from the 1970's 

know only too well the longevity and ingrained complexity of patriarchy. 

The unfortunate fact is that women are still not paid equally to that of 

their male counterparts, women still are not present in equal numbers 

in business or politics, and globally women's education, health, and the 

violence against them is worse than that of men. However, great 

improvements have been made. We do have female astronauts and 

prime ministers, school girls are welcomed into university, women can 

work and have a family, women have real choices. And so each year the 

world inspires women and celebrates their achievements. 

5 



A new millennium 

1996 
The UN commenced the adoption of an annual theme in 1996 - which 
was 'Celebrating the past, Planning for the Future." This theme was 
followed in 1997 with "Women at the Peace table," and in 1998 with 
"Women and Human Rights," and in 1999, "World Free of Violence 
Against Women," and so on each year until the current. 

Battles had not been won and gender 
parity had still not been achieved. 

2000 
By the mi llennium, International Women's Day activity around the 

world had stalled in many countries. The world had moved on and 

feminism wasn't a popular topic. International Women's Day needed re

ignition. There was urgent work to do - battles had not been won and 

gender parity had still not been achieved. 

2001 
The global internationalwomensday.com digital hub for everything IWD 

was launched to re-energize the day as an important platform to 

celebrate the successful achievements of women and to continue calls 

for accelerating gender parity. Each year, the IWD website sees vast 

traffic and is used by millions of people and organizations all over the 

world to learn about and share IWD activity. The IWD website is made 

possible each year through the support from corporations committed to 

driving gender parity. 

4 

A time of civil unrest 

in Copenhagen. A woman named Clara Zetkin tabled the idea of an 

International Women's Day. The conference of over 100 women from 17 

countries, representing unions, socialist parties, working women's clubs 

- and including the first three women 

elected to the Finnish parliament -

greeted Zetkin's suggestions with 

unanimous approval and thus 

International Women's Day was the 

result. 

1911 
Following the decision agreed at Copenhagen, International Women's 

Day was honored the first time in Austria, Denmark, Germany, and 

Switzerland on March 19. More than one million women and men 

attended JWD rallies campaigning for women's rights to work, vote, be 

trained, to hold public office, and end discrimination. However, less than 

a week later on March 25, the tragic 'Triangle Fire' in New York City took 

the lives of more thanl40 working women, most of them Italian and 

Jewish immigrants. This disastrous event drew significant attention to 

working conditions and labor legislation in the United States that 

became a focus of subsequent International Women's Day events. 

1913-1914 
On the eve of World War I campaigning for peace, Russian women 

observed their first International Women's Day on the last Sunday in 

February 1913. Following discussions, International Women's Day was 

transferred to March 8 and this date has remained the global date for 

International Women's Day ever since. In 1914, further women across 

1 



From women to activists 

Europe held rallies to campaign against the war and to express women's 
solidarity. For example, in London, there was a march from Bow to 
Trafalgar Square in support of women's suffrage on March 8, 1914. 
Sylvia Pankhurst was arrested in front of Charing Cross station on her 
way to speak in Trafalgar Square. 

"/ always feel ... the movement is a sort 
of mosaic. Each of us puts in one little 
stone, and then you get a great mosaic 
at the end." - Alice Paul, 1917 

' 
Alice Paul 
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1917 
On the last Sunday of February, Russian women began a strike for 

"bread and peace" in response to the death of over 2 million Russian 

soldiers in World War I. Opposed by political leaders, the women 

continued to strike until four days later the Czar was forced to abdicate 

and the provisional Government granted women the right to vote. 

Bread and Peace Strike 

1975 
International Women's Day was 

celebrated for the first time by 

the United Nations in 1975. Then, 

in December 1977, the Genera l 

Assembly adopted a resolution 

proclaiming a United Nations Day 

for Women's Rights and 

International Peace to be observed on any day of the year by Member 

States, in accordance with their historical and national traditions. 

3 
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MELISSA BERTOLO joined the City of Dayton as 
Welcome Dayton Program Coordinator in 2012 as the 
first full time employee to work on the immigrant friendly 
initiative. In her role, Melissa is responsible for facilitating 
community efforts to improve immigrants' and refugees' 
successful integration into the Dayton community. Her 
work includes developing cross-sector strategies to 
increase Dayton's abili ty to be more immigrant friendly 
and implementing a framework encouraging both 
native-born and foreign-born participation. Melissa has 
an MSW and MPH from New Mexico State University 
and was recently named a SPARK Fellow with 
Welcoming America. 

MARTY CAMPBELL attended the University of 
Nebraska before coming to Tacoma to open two small 
businesses. Through his involvement in Tacoma, he 
became more involved in neighborhood and community 
issues. He has served in a leadership role for several 
community organizations, including the Cross District 
Association, New Tacoma Neighborhood Council, 
The Grand Cinema, First Creek Neighbors, Dome Top 
Neighborhood Alliance, TEAM, Downtown Merchant's 
Group, City Club of Tacoma and many others. Marty 
was elected to the Tacoma City Council in 2009 and 
represents Council District 4. 

LIZ DUNBAR has been the Executive Director of 
Tacoma Community House since April 2009. She is 
active in community affairs, serving on the board of 
trustees for Tacoma Community College, the boards of 
the LASCO Foundation, Pioneer Human Services and 
the Japanese American Citizens League. She retired 
in 2006 from the Department of Social and Health 
Services where she served in a number of capacities, 
including State Refugee Coordinator, Diversity Director, 
Assistant Secretary for Economic Services and lastly 
as the Deputy Secretary of the department. She is 
the daughter of a Japanese immigrant and a U.S. Air 
Force officer. 

FELIPE FILOMENO holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from 
Johns Hopkins University, where he was a Fulbright 
scholar from 2007 to 2012. His current research is 
about the governance of international migration, with 
a focus on the urban level. He was awarded the Early 
Career Prize of the Economics & Politics Section of 
the Latin American Studies Association in 2015 and is 
author of Monsanto and Intellectual Property in South 
America (Palgrave Macmillan 2014) and of Theories of 
Local Immigration Policy (Palgrave Macmillan 2017). 

LIESL SANTKUYL is a long-term Tacoma community 
advocate, public health educator and social justice 
activist. Currently she is the Coalition Coordinator 
for Leaders in Women's Health, an initiative of the 
Northwest Leadership Foundation. Lies! holds an 
MPH from the University of Wisconsin, specializing in 
Community Health Education. She has worked as a 
health educator in migrant health centers, public health, 

and hospitals in Wisconsin and Washington. Born in 
Venezuela, Lies! is a proud Latina and immigrant. She 
lived in Mexico and Guatemala during her childhood in 
her early 20's. 

RICH STOLZ has been with the Center for Community 
Change, a national organization based in Washington, 
D.C since early 2000's. His early work focused on the 
impact of welfare reform and immigration law changes 
enacted by Congress in the mid-1990s. Later, he 
helped to found and staff the Transportation Equity 
Network, a multi-ethnic organizing strategy focused 
on the impact of transportation policy on job access, 
community development and environmental justice. 
He was born in Seoul, South Korea. 

MARILYN STRICKLAND is serving her second term 
as Mayor ofTacoma. Her pro-growth agenda focuses 
on creating family-wage jobs by improving education 
and workforce training, promoting entrepreneurship, 
investing in transportation and attracting international 
investment. Born in Seoul, she is a graduate of the 
University of Washington and holds an MBA from Clark
Atlanta University. Prior to elected office, she worked in 
both the private and public sectors. Her regional and 
national board leadership includes Sound Transit, the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors and the Democratic Mayors 
Association. Strickland has appeared on Meet the 
Press, National Public Radio and is a trustee with the 
Urban Land Institute. 

SULJA WARNICK is a founding member of the 
Korean Women's Association, Tacoma. She helped 
build this non-profit social service agency which now 
employs 1,200 people. Sulja's accomplishments include 
teaching in Tacoma Public Schools for 30 years with 
an emphasis on global education. She also served 
14 years on the Governor's Commission for Asian 
Pacific Islanders Affairs which advised the Governor 
on immigration, education and other social service 
and economic issues affecting the Asian and Pacific 
Islander communities in our state and currently serves 
on the Boards of Directors of the MultiCare Foundation 
(Tacoma) and the Foundation for Tacoma Students. 
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ABOVT The Forum is the annual signature event hosted by the Urban Studies 

THE foWM Program at the University of Washington Tacoma. The event is always 

free and open to public. Each Forum assembles a number of experts, 

practitioners, and researchers. It will focus on a topic that invites a 

conversation with the goal of creating an opportunity to understand 
a challenge and vision for what the future could hold for the South 
Sound region. 

J:oo-Jjo AM REC,lffiA1ioN Zc CoNTTNENTAL- BREAKFAST 

8:30-'J:oo AM WHCoME Zc oPENINC, REMARKS 
AW Mol>AAAfS 
PROFESSOR & DIRECTOR, URBAN STUDIES PROGRAM, UWTACOMA 

'J:00-10:30 AM PANcl-I: IMMIC,AAf'lTCoNTRJBI/TioN To VRBAN 
REVITAUZA1ioN WITI/ ~ MoDEMTED BY UZ WN'BAR. 

This panel focuses on national and regional experiences in immigrant rich 

areas, primarily on the contributions of immigrants to revitalizing neighborhoods, 

improving local economies, and enriching the cultural ecology of their adopted 

homes. We will also look at their collective contribution to the growth of labor, 

both in professional and service sectors. Panelists will discuss the experiences 

of various cities around the country, including the Pacific Northwest. 

MAR.TY tEI...IPE AMIN l-lESL. SVL-JA 
CAMPBEL-I.- fjl.-oMENo SANTKVYI.- WARNICK 
TACOMA CITY ASST. PROFESSOR, COALITION KOREAN WOMEN'S 
COUNCIL DEPT. OF POLITICAL COORDINATOR, ASSOCIATION, 

SCIENCE & PROGl'\AM LEADERS IN TACOMA 
IN GLOBAL STUDIES, WOMEN'S HEALTH 
UNIV.OF MARYLAND, 
BALTIMORE COUNTY 

lojo-10:40 AM BREAK 

10:40-11:30 AM KEYNoTE: THE IMPofffANCE of L.oCAL. ITRATE41ES To 
ATTRACT ANP ~AIN IMMIC,AANTI IN V. s. C,llES WITII ~ 

MARJE PRJCE 
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, ELLIOT SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

As a Latin American and migration specialist, Marie's studies have explored 

human migration's impact on development and social change. She is 

President of the American Geographical Society and a non-resident fellow of 

the Migration Policy Institute. Her current research is on the spatial dynamics 

of immigrant inclusion and exclusion. She has published over 50 refereed 

articles and book chapters including a co-a[!thored report Migrants ' Inclusion 

in Cities: Innovative Urban Policies and Practices (2012, United Nations) and 

a co-edited book Migrants to the Metropolis: The Rise of Immigrant Gateway 

Cities (2008, Syracuse University Press) . 

I l:30-ll':oo PM WNCH 

12.:00-1:30 PM PANEL. IT: WHATCoNITffVTES A WEL.CoM/NC, REC,loN? 
WITII ~ MoDEMTED BY AU MoPAAAfS 

Welcoming cities are those that embrace immigrants and create an inclusive 

environment that provides opportunities for everyone. This panel will focus 

on the necessity for and growth of welcoming cities and regions in the U.S., 

particularly in the South Sound, highlighting some of the more interesting 

locally-created policies that positively shape immigrants' experience. Relying 

on national and regional experts, we will highlight efforts in various cities 

around the nation and ask whether the South Puget Sound can be considered 

a welcoming region . We will also entertain ideas about additional measures 

that might contribute to our status as a welcoming region. 

MARJL.YN MEUSSA I...IZ RJCH 
ffiJCKL-ANP BER..Tol.-o WNBAR. ITol...Z 
MAYOR, COORDINATOR, EXEC.DIRECTOR, EXEC. DIRECTOR, 
CITY OF TACOMA WELCOME DAYTON TACOMA COMMUNITY ONEAMERICA -

HOUSE WASHINGTON 
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0 
ver the course of the '70s, that began to change. More 
servicemen, many with young wives, were recalled to 
Fort Lewis and McChord Air Force Base from the Korean 
Peninsula, where war had given way to reconstruction. 

Wilson and a group of newer arrivals began congregating at 
their nouses all over Tacoma. Without an Asian grocery in the city 
at the time, the friends were forced to get creative - substituting 
crushed red pepper normally used for pizza for a similar, unavail
able spice to make kimchi, singing Korean songs from memory. 

There were only a dozen or so such women initially, and they 
existed as a social club more than anything. Until the latter part 
of the decade, that was enough. 

Ov~r time, though, the group's purpose began to shift. As 
lonely as she'd been in those early years, Wilson soon realized 
she was one of the lucky ones. She was well-educated, having 
attended university in Korea, and accepted a job with the Taco
ma School District as an elementary schoolteacher within a few 
years of her arrival. 

Many of the more recent immigrants, however, spoke barely a 
word of English. 
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The KWA Community Services Center is located in Tacoma. 
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"They have never imagined American ways 
of life," Wilson says. ''The only thing they could 
rely on is their husband, and they thought 
everything would be OK." 

Oftentimes, everything was. But there were 
exceptions. 

What started as a social group in 1972 
incorporated as a nonprofit a few years later. 
One of the first social services provided by 
what eventually would be called the Korean 
Women's Association was domestic-violence 
counseling. Gradually, its scope expanded to 
include immigration and naturalization ser
vices, then affordable housing, then in-home 
care for seniors. 

As the organization's 45th anniversary cele
bration nears, later this month, what began as 
a social outlet for a handful of lonely wives has 
left an indelible mark on Tacoma and Western 
Washington. 

• FROM ISOLATION TO INCLUSION 

Sulja Warnick, one of the original members of the Korean Women's Association, sits at the 
dining-room table in her Tacoma home with a few of the articles written about KWA. 
Warnick is on the KWA board of trustees and is a senior adviser. 

Ok J. Kim, left, gets help from friends Suk Chaivid and Pok S. Zaboski (in orange} while 
playing bingo before lunch at KWA in Tacoma. 

S ULJA WARNICK, like Wilson, one of 
KWA's founding members, grew up in 
Daegu, South Korea, during wartime. 

''The country we grew up in is not like 
the Korea now," Warnick says. "We were 
hungry all of the time." 

Still, her family was close-knit, and they 
made do. Warnick, now 75, met her future 
husband while she was in college in South 
Korea; she was studying education, and he 
taught English composition in the after
math of the war. 

"It was not easy," Warnick says. "My 
mother was so adamant that I never get 
married to foreigners." 

Warnick's American boyfriend won 
over her mother with a simple pledge: 
They would live in Korea forever. He kept 
that promise for nearly a decade, until 
Warnick's mom died. The following year, 
the couple packed up and moved to his 
hometown of Tacoma. 

Warnick was grateful her husband kept 
his word for as long as he did, and with 
two young daughters, she anticipated as 
warm a welcome from his extended family 
as hers had offered to him. 

"I was so, so excited to come to my hus
band's hometown," Warnick says. ''The first 

day, my dream went 'bang.' They didri't take 
us into their house. They took us to a dingy, 
dark motel. I was just shocked." 

She spent her first three months in 
America in a depressed fog, cooped up in 
that motel room with little to do. Then one 
day, she took her girls to day care and can
vassed the city looking for a teaching job. 
Few schools accepted her Korean certifi
cate, so she started as a volunteer, then an 
assistant teacher, before eventually taking 
a full-time job at a middle school, where 
she worked for 31 years. 

Even all of these years and professional 
breakthroughs later, she remembers the flush 
of shame she felt those first few months. 

"I felt like my husband's family looked 
down on me," Warnick says. "I felt very 
small. My pride was smashed down. I was 
a college graduate. I thought that it wasn't 
fair, the way they treated me." 

That's part of what inspired her involve
ment with the KW A in the late 1970s. She 
sensed similar injustice in the experiences 
of the battered immigrant women she 
worked with, and she wanted more than 
anything to help them reclaim their self
esteem and self-worth. 

She joined a group that had grown ► 
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