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ie 0(1 1 lY d l TJ Ta om ? 

in T oma 11 o:i DI u l. 

in p il 1920, ri for ime 

awa t ol .l ~e s I've Li •ed here most 

a nLs, Ros nd 0 0 u lluc j , we e 

a· 0 , '11 h re 

in the n 

of the tim 

bo n l 

r tal . • in abr1a, whi It .1 s th Southern most 

he. w e born in villa~es, my ather in 

and m. mo her was born lil a little hill ·o"'n l.Il 

Ital called Fal rno. 'l'he imm dia e f mil 

. 

ru mb rs, Ri , Laura.. ev n, in nd l)ap ne, r h re 

~cept. for niece who's in Los n~ les, bu m cousins, 

nn, ' i and John, who I rew up w1 h here, hav moved. 'lhev 

idn't n heh sl of hal: 1 uring jn his r a "'·i h 

ntee l ndlord , and drugs nd so on. 

o. 1id most of the I ali n lmmi r n s iri Hill op, did 

most of them come from out h . rn I 1.{ :• 

1 think o l r a s J no mo.t ft em c me f om 

011 he n Il d:, and hen con re don Th Hill, alo he 

K t t area. tas bo n at 1506 h r " dln, h ·e wet· 

and m car nJ. we ~ould bu¥ mac~r li b tie big box. rh re 

WP re I l. 1 i an s Lo 1anza 1 
• nd i 1 i's I on 1 o th I ay, 

here s R·d 's, nd th re a h r co rocer s or . 

I I 
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l'her w te bou our 0 five I 1 i n 0 s in tie 

iill1lle i e 1' so coul lw .•s di r n Lhlng that 

were a t of ctr lifest. e. I rem mb t' ·nza's tor w s 

between 17th and lth and Cu hm n , iu the middl of h 

lo 'l ould orde mac ron1 1n th bi boxes nd all 

diff ,hi n s like AU es, and s 0 1. On J a: sl 

001 bit t ,:h r ho> n<l - OU 'd 0 do n ou'd b 

makin~ sp •helti sauce tnd for twenty-five cents you'd gt a 

id mound of eef stew mea 

So, . 'OU , ere born in Tacoma, nd your parent , Jhen did 

h. come o, r he e? 

~v Dad, Rocco. came here in 1908. I have the papers 

ups irs . M: 10th • Rose, as ere c-o ghl 0\1 90i. 

D d s ou t.welve, my 1olher abou elgl ly Da · cam by 

him elf--or ,dth his brother. M. mo her C m w h h r 

parents i n nd Joh t nd w·th h brat er~, L uie nd Jim, 

an sist: r 

So tbe. di n' J.-rJoJ,,- e cb other befo e t/J - C mt1 here? 

No , lh ID he.re. he,.. wer from V ill ~es ne r . ' 
five or ten mi le p r.t mid wer"' en~ ~ed h r . H w in 

World ar 1 Rnd h V were n ed vhen h l f ' he was 

WOUtl ed in r, r nc nd b d1al h t I JI cr.1.11 "Sl ell 

Sh ck 
,, 

h j s now C 11 d "Pos Tt'aum lC r ss 

vndrom " H w s \o.011nd d Jn the le and SOffi" othe • 

pl ces. hink h cam ack roun 191 -1919 . 1 li ere 

n ried ln Le I in l' I 9. In f C 1 of m. f am il · . I 

·ere marr d in Leo 1 I s bo n n 1920 , an m • 

f 2......._ 



mo he j d in 1927. Tl n \\e en u, 
" i m aun an 

un randma ll gr ndpa . 

d ha started a shoe shine bu .iness 0 n own in 

t.h T ujl ing. H m lo ed OU our 

peo 1 e . 'I ha I h n own 0 n w s ll nd h d I t a ers an 

d p r men s ore --Rho es ar1 p op es n Tia Bou, d 

on--all 0 he heater~ \,i re op ll, He d . d that for number 

of e rs aud employ d oLhe p ople , 

I remember reading a.bout thf?_ Italian buildina- t. 

Ri cbu rch. 

h'nk S . R. a's as uilt bout 1925 or 1926 . 

So, . ~our familv i.·ent to St . L.eo's--the., didn' go o 

t.llia'. ':' 

ell, m a ens ·ent t o S , Ri 1 
S Ol s . 1. 

grandmoth r- 1ould o to dail~ ass t t . Rita's bee us i · 

was ln Italian. But we w nt to St. Leo's-- h ,s here th 

gr d s hooJ as. o'. hau ight des of amm r for 

n rls an I ad th o 's highs ltool wh n I 

ther h n hey mo ·ed-- o Bellermine . Il ,as ult-- round 

1929 1 third . Thev di scou inued the bo 's hi h hool nd 

it b c me irl' highs hool, a atholic hl~h school. 

So, . ou •ent o t. l, o' and tl1 n •.. 

Is .arted S Leo's jn 1925 an hen ~en 0 

Jlemin, 11 of the f mil. w n to o's h n 

~ r Youn er--went to rade school and h glrls 

high school, ni h bo't'S wen to Bellerm1n . 

n L to he 

OH~lU 

J·ohn en o S . L o's and «radua from St. Leo's in 19 7. 
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, lien Bel lt>rm ne \ b I i._1 I he ovs w n to B lle Ill e I 

l ack ten as 11 bo --now t's co he,· ·ombin d 

s . L o's nd A uin i 1975 . 

·1 hin h I ali ns--you asl· wh l· ind of jo s did 

they do in b fus h l of e en l ["1,'-- lo of 1 hem re 

la orers, ho ad ery l l. tle skill or Cl olin . r 

f \o; n on 0 oll lo of them w re laborers who 

worled for construcllon crews and som we into busine s, 

a a le re torney~ . 

o, mos ot them, you're from th s co11d ene.r-atioIJ .• 

Firs encration. 

First eneration, so most of the firs 

were the l borer and ... . . 

eneration th n 

The peopl Lh am over we labo1ers nrl arm r. ' 

l 'ke m. fat.her an man 0 he s, worke ; s oln h 

called "pi k and shov l" . he worl ed har ' 
the,· dldn' 

h Ye th m chines l n 0 do all he i·orl·, 'he• \ OU ld 

di ch -- .it h digg rs th ) call d I h m. 1h did "h 

oul 11 most meni 1--the wee calle P"'' h1 h 

mean , "w1 hout p p rs. 

L'n oln Grade "'chool , 

My mo hr h d o e o cbool 

h bis now Peo le's enter. 

he 

ig 

.·ou 

ome h ~10 erv sores, th r w fet tole ·ona l 

ones and fe doctors, h maio iL o pea le were 

l borers 01 clerl s or th t kind of 1-un . 

But, Jour g n ration thou~h, s red to do pr t. l~· ,. 11 

ho11gh ft 



ln m f m 1. I'm h on1. uni.veris y r u 1 hou b 

the fi B ener ion, som of us w e un ve rs it.. raduates 

p rticularl the uo. SI Lhe glrls dldu 1 t 0 on t:o college lO 

0 mil M Da h d fl ' l' 011 0 orm l I 001. l e 

Jgh hi111 el 0 re d n i e. He a ·er J rou of 

a . nd h go in l ed in pol i ice::. h II m mother ied 

~e mo d ·n i h my un r h ·nd Lo le Lo1tie nd th 

help d ral e 11s. 1h y kne that edllcation nd politic re 

a ha to ge th in s do e so Uie.? oul i •ol v hems lve 1 

ci · el c ions and coun nd st e ele tion .. omel ime 

they would win an some tj m s the.' wou ldn' , ut hey knew 

steps towards makin. their life be te They di 

in ol d. The were ery industr·ous and aise 

W did R lo ot c nn:t.ng 11· h dour on ga rl i 

e 

ens. 

he ci l: 1 

we had chickens, and l ife was prett well homogenized in he 

sense th here was Italian spoken at om --m.· ~randmoth r, 

n 

h r. 

i 

coul n' En 1 i ~ 1, w 1 rne th langu e from 

·o •ou learned It li1:rn t'rom ... 

f grandmother, and m· f Lher and 1111 and uncle spoke 

.o . An., it S S 0 a churc 1 an ii. a ok n 

on~ i hbors. 

So, man_y of the p ople in the nei hborhood tended o 

come together nd didn't really inter-rela e with the other 

p o J e in the c i . \'e.r 11111 h 

The neigl orhood wa mos 1 Jal an. Bu there we1·e 

·ome--Sw ish, Now lan, man, fe J anes b t the 

5 
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oh r n tion Iii we1·e 1 r.i rn i y 

par.1 icnl r ne1~hborhood w s pret. much 

s rinklin~s o an inn·iEtns, i Irish. 

lh l h s ·ore , nd bu hr 

vi n. Our 

alian, h re 

e 

0 Oil. 

W 11 th v still h ve he Jov I OrJe oft lh lla aid 

orm nna Hall, .. 

Yes, tat 's \ h r WO lld go ror } e Seo' or IL 

me ing 

o .ou sh red thnt with them h n? 

re 

s 

e Ii re 1 he cand · n · ia p o le. he al i 

Lodge, tle Son's of Ital , has ui e lie, n ti ey 

would ha\e dances ad St . Rita's would h no h r focal 

pin bee u~ the • 1ould h ve bazaars and peo l o m rried 

h re . In ay h e would be the process · on her people 

wonld carr. th St 11e or lary round the nei hborhood. 

T e • o u 1 d t;.• r 1 e . at.ue and p ople would v n ra · e i . 

J ould be mou1 ed OH a [ la I orm. I u tom be 

brougb rom I 1 . 'l'he mon h of 1ay wa called "M ry's 

month" . the Bless d Vir ·11 it ~a ver gr at n 

and the om 11 wo, ld sing iu It 1 ian. 'f'h would chant and 

iu theirh ~mnsin lian--ev n dur~ng lass th would 

cl n1 he Ro ary 1 in I li n. Th don' r o h n.more . 

Th broug hi cook'ng c I tom 

customs, hei ~ rd · n customs hr 

n t.h ir relili('ou 

E r ody h d 

h th could raise ev rything--carro rd pe s and 

e r ' nd •• 

And Zu hini, ri ht? 

len 
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s, an Zu· hlni nl g rli , oma oes, po toes , 

~ • r. t.h ln Int.hosed ,~e did 't have s11 rm rl e no 

froz n oo I e\er h" ~ w 

hand. --we I.I ed 0 m ke fi b rr l of ine ·er 

ye r. Ev Oc ober 1,he b s ment.. •ould 6 fill d with bo. s 

0 1'ine, fl during t.he depression we m d hom m d ine. 

w_ 'd m ke five IOCJ gallon b rr ls 0 \ ine r ~· ·ear. \ lo 

of it as i ·en awav. 'ine w s C stom, >rima il t nk a · 

din r. ~o, ever thin was homem d~--hom m d noo Iles, 

homemade r violis, just e r. bin . lo· o he thin 

tl1 are 11.caci s in J:'e taur nt now w r.e thing ha we 

rew 11p with. A loL of he stuff we at ould be 

nut ition !--didn't a e all of his repared garbage, 

Chiclen and urk and ra i And a ihol 1 ad of 

able nd frui1. 

There as n interch n'e be en ople--fumi1 ies would 

· hange thing n \,Jsits, n th p op]e ~ou rew up 0ith 

would com round . 

o, I',,e r ad h l the mother in he Italian h us hold, 

... s , er , •er im ortarJ fi ure. 

Oh, e . I onJ kne m: mo 11 r bon t si od a h 1 

1 • :J. Rita was only r nd a halt so she 

ne t kn t m~r mot.: h r. 

per on h rd orlin 

ly a n 

and as ve 

S ta.h, a r s ron 

u . h wa lwa s l iug to tho \\ 10 we1 Je s fort1mat.e 

th 11 we w r . wer oor but her \.; t· o hers ho were 

poorer. She a h 



, or ed a horn • Th ldll .10 l " ke the women o 

now, orb ea lo of schooling, b, h · re le o 

:ision. j nterru t ion J • • • M: f her as 11 asan • and the 

r ason the· came here 1s h w ren't h 

oppo trnit i l er . Ill t t 1qoo· , milli n cm 

o er and Ute easons they me h r is th I he· was no 

o portuni he The. coul n 1 be e ·hemsel Th 

couldn't own land, or ~o o schoo m r .1. a I as th nd of 

or o unit The s ree ere paved wJ h gol l--tha s h 

h \ole e ol me her wi u the ide th h 

conld better hems J v s and live a -,e r life. 

Did he.r t'ind, do :vou hink, :vour pa en 

others di crJminiation .. .. 

immigran , I hink, in one w • or 

found or 

o I er l 

found discrimination . They were c Jled" ops" and "D go" 

m· Dad remembere th L much more thAn I would. When r 

u h w n t;. 1a beg n l.o 'ad a ·a •• Tl1e. me here 

un uca te1.l u nle I ter d an ook tlt mo m nial .io to 

s11rvi,·e, lik di ch diggfr1ij and l,bo ing iobs and so on. 

sit i 

P l lon 

i a • n · io Rlit • here they om as ower 

nd then hegir1 o r se nd b tler hemselves . 

o, hhen did tb y start to 1~ \ Hi.ll op? 

After World ar I T , when a Jot of bl cks came in 

because 0 he s 1pvards--jobs nd 0 on. A lot of people 

n1e IP ror h for mp! ) m n . . B or orl \ ar J l her 

were Ve? few bl k 1n the are D11r1n the r ec 11 e 

of h rm. and F Le i ' ha ~r d 11. an 0 anli(e, 

ew 



0 hat be nnin af er e .... a and on t.1 OU th 50 1 a 

6 I 
• 0 I fi g ner 1011 It lians, as he. ~ ad b tter ' 

jobs and <l11cation 1 the moved to Jett er nei~hborhoods , 

lo 01 he er fr nkl: s i II e don' at 0 11 

around h bl ck II lol ol' h m, I think m d b C us 

of new oppor uni 1e 0 he ter th m el s and e in 0 

neighbo hoods ha were n , er an so n. But l l of it 

w s upwaJd mobilitv, The Hilltop n 1i;thborhood was older, 

nd man w"'re ab le o a ff d o 1d ld a et-. home . T 

, uld mo e ofl o the uburbs and he b tr lg t orhoo J 

Their income increased, and heir educa ion, so ·s the , 

lef poorer people would move in and be in th ir r e, and 

:ro , lad an older ho11s ing s oc.·k 1 nd li tle b· 11 le home 

o ~e hip tr n ferred irt b nte ho eo 11ershi . 

B innin in he 50's and accele ·ratin in o 60 ' s, 70 sand 

80's, home ownership w son a gradual decline; .1n he early 

20, s :lO' !::: and O's . 011 had al mos 80- O" home ow rsh ip on 

the h .d Lo the presen time wh r 1 is redu d o 

a en\.:. e landlo ds 70-30% b en e o~ne hlp i more 

double the home Oh°"nership now. That has c used a lot of 

i f i u l i es , bu m1 w 're jumpJng ah ad. 

m n io e to you th celebr t1on~ ·nd cu om nd 

thin! we've talked abou that, 

o, do rou th1nJ- it was ... rvas ,vour enera,tion the 

gen ration ta assimilate into the mains ·eam? 

I hi nk o, . es. 

an 



The old on s, di 11 .v hi nk hat w: s • • id the v- see 

he r d 1 t.J 011 d • · n our. . . 

Ri ht , I hink ther w sev ral h'ng . t.h t 

me, ·ou m rried pre t much wi in our own n io ali 

on ni mi:-.. 1ouncl, wh n he had chanc 0 

th r would e in er-marriages w· h other. nal.ion Ji i 

Bu herestill,a alo o!'mE.ttri l i II 

commun it· , 

was minimal. 

Jn rma.rria~e b een differ nl denominations 

There were e. ·cept ions and I hinl· s upw J'.'d 

mo ilil and mo ·ement o ur·ed ou had in erm rriages wi h 

differe 1t ralionali ies. Tl e 'hu h w s 1 re L • mu h s, • j ng 

"Don't do tl11s, or don'1 do that ; don't marr a Lutheran, 

and so on . 

Gr du 11 , fter a ican II , you c n see lat ope ina u1 nd 

people intermarried b tween diff ren n t'onaliti s an 

e omin ti ons. B fore pre chin w s 10 I alian. Engli~h and 

I Th H.o ar ' for mpl I l e women would C ant 

k n for h ro h isle . ut, i f • OU go 0 

Ri a's now OU would ee ·-•ry li le of the old --us oms. 

Th re ould b some lt.ali us bu h re wonld be m of a l 

1 in s of n ionali ·ie . 

I hin ey lef · for everal rea ons, I ll h n 

L ·in bee se of t t.er o port.uni i s n lea ,in 

because the} fel Lhe o her e}_ments w r omin in, he 

bJ. cks. hat Is e now, the population of Hill op is much 

more m · xed, • u see a , id var ie • or p o le. \'011 see 

black ou se the n w imm ra:u s who , coming from he 

10 



s t 

11 

OU .h, 0 ee l C'.ian immi a - ' an ul lot 0 ns. 

You s e om n . mm n s . You se s m of h 

iscr . min ion simiJ ar to he I lian dlscrimin t·on, in 

la ainst I th bl cl s. You se som r. c ism cul rl 

Wl I& he sJa s . OU s muc: mor mi 1 \Y i ' i er 

I .hink a mucl rouger ram i V lif mong sian 1 h n 

cks. Th e ~ ran f•mil ies m ng l e ] cks 1-o. 

buL not as strong as th sj n communi So th sh.if ll 

population here is sim'lar to what the 

through. There' com animositv we 

·allans went 

lie ra e . Bu I 

see in h e hn·c pop 1 on su l dive s.1 b t.v.· e 

roups, ~hich is a beautiful hin~. You see youn and old 

people different races , ou see the poor nd the w·ddle 

Jass, nd yo see people ho ares uden , vou -.ee so 

re law ri:. aod bes, cler sand so on. 

So Hilltop is now B prettr good mix of people? 

es, oung, old, Asia 1, la k, Wh1 , some of he o he 

nf io ali jes, a mi. of e ry n t.1on lit.\ yo11 c n h1.nk of. 

You know, ht Is e abo t Ilill o , w didn' c 11 i 

Hill to , 1. t -.,., s ct1lled the Central . r a., or 

Busin Di t ·ict . T II · 11 op n1me is rel · iv l y new; ·hat 

t h News Tr l bu o e n d o t rs l v l · e 1 d u _ nd av 1 h 

p f'v or t n s n m IH:t c ome d ro or ·w. 

h reas, I hink he goo p- r s r it ople h re, h 

di versl t. · , he etlrnic div rsi ty. The o tl1er par I see 1 

th w a. l I of th 1ou n s o k, W h lo1 of 

ho11sin and hous b t re e th r be1t1 torn own or· 



r modeled, nd h I ro irn i y do,,.,ntown m king 

d a.nta , n to b ne r things th re 1n on don o n--s 

I.er dis ric niversj h n w t.li 

ho p·taJ 

in he mi 

re e p ndi • in o maJo me 1 al enters. er 

l of o 1 z-g hospl als. 1 e bal. l s e 

h oppor uni I i s or ro\olth he e, including 

housin so · and new ho1sing--I kno h cl is orkin on 

h d ·elo ln imp10 d 

hou in a he crirue and d UE!: pr ]ems iminish. 

I seem to rem·mber when I a~ a ~id in he 60' , an I 

red somethin~ in the libr rJ· about. this, the Model Cities 

P og 1 am do J:o 11 remPmbe r that. I remember some of the 

p rlme11ts Uia the. built, the 101,• income housing hat. the,, 

built, and it r.asn't. ver good, 1 can remember h m oin 11p 

in about two w ·ek and 11 ~•ea.r lst;cr the paint 1·ould be 

pe lin ort· in s rips ot·t· the walls. 

There ,ere ome 

hut I think at ome 

o d p o l 

p 01 le oo 

in •o l v in l 

advant.ag of the 

i i 

si notion. J don't I-now, I wasn't in ol •ed in to el Citi s, 

hr wer pros and con nd peopl who reallv buse th 

i I a ion. bu iings c me ou o iL, u l I n' 

h'nk i !iv du 

om god 

o the pect ions. ow you ee, her 1 s 

been det rior 1 ion of the housin oing back in o he 

mo· men of people, the mt .rat.iou, as von see tlte upw rd 

moL i 1 it . Then '\'OU see h olde 1· I us iug s ock n he 

ti terior t; ion of h hous 1 ng. nd Lh r as 101 1:,l 

I e u l ion oin~ on, po le woul bu. ro er ies ror 

'L 
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s •ec 11 ti, e purp s s and hen you have a t n f r of horn 

ownership outs I he ommuni t · he \ e h oes OU 0 . 
les, there f BS a co11ple th.<J 1 read about, the~ bought 

about 0 hou es or so •• 

Th ou~lt ons of m he 1 s oin bank u now she 

r1 e l ' r 1 ink, D 11. Hun er, But wha h n 1 wh 

you had th wea t: el'P t h sLor he ~ ·o er.' 01es1 

shops n m al m rke s and so on, i d in th comm nit 

nd people owned t eir houses nd hev p id t a.·i:-s, and h I" • 

wn prid in their hom s nd hei t· ~rards nd their.• gar n 

'hf diminished w'th th influx of b entee landlor s h 

would tak he wealth out nd when you b ve rent ls in he 

poor area you do 'th e he 1 de or home O\n rship, 

ou don t ha e ·h pride of community or neidhbor ood, 

Do you remember, in he 60 's, r,,rlle11 tile blacl· ommuni 

was, there , ere a lot of' problems with civil rit:hts and . . , 

r 

Ye , th t wa. aro,md 196 , here w s an in ' dent on 

1·1i r 

ha b 

'lre 

me lo,n ·ay u of pro or ion i 

Rio 

h ' 

d 

I think i w s mis-handl db ci y fLi i als. Th t \'Is 

when t.he 1 as v r · fe f c"lltie a ail ble for eople 

prior 0 p ople's n r. We didn' Ila e man pools 1.n h 

i ~,.. el we ha som b y e no in thi rea. • 0 

th r ere reasons for disturbance in th bla · COillIDUllitv 1 I 

ri ••o in·ol i h i . in the u ban ag,e . Lack of 

op 0 tuni s fo 1 e ·re don and sor.iali% liori 11 1 j b the 

r Le -..as ·ind of Ln i s ufan ten. 0 her a 

13 
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crim n ion in housing and in jo s 1 ol r cism. 

I tlink h cit olf1ci ls lew j 

So we brou ht peo J to~ethei o 

we s t,e w1 h the art1n Luthe 

d1es 

in~ 

ou of propor ion. 

he situa. ion nd 

n r and h FI 

w er ub,·er jve ... It st r d 11 196 on 14 h 

11d ... im 

Oh, th t little house on 1 th and Y k.im . 

e ' t 1 a h ori j nal on 'J'h effo t w s to 

r in 1 0 e 1 0 p ople rom a e 

re being durn e in h ci and i a a to 1 1ng 

p 0 lA h [' . 
I thi11 there was a lot 0 the f ar el m n thlH'e 

bee us ' lot or 11 1ng. h pp ned t. h same 1m t.h ar 

the Bl Pan he s dress1n in t.h sh J· l s r d li :larl. 

l .LSS s an so on. A d th_ blacl rid ' lot of pee le 

l.. cJ 

1 l 

e en t· in h the dr· s d r nd t lke Jl so on. But 

p ople LO h bJ comm n1 ~a. in • "H •• w d s he 

w y w wan o". (In UJ ion) 

0 '0 I had h b h bla ·ommuni t . e. an 1 · n 

th III lve nd sa~ 1n~. "w 're oka~ w Ir b l1 i ll I " • nd 

tr r .lO t,o em r b C us t.h re s a lo of ra ism. s 

the. l i • d in hi area people b n to shun thin 

lo of peopl moved OIi af er that in iden 

A Jot of the biacl people were stucl thougl,. h . 
ouldn' f j or o move nd the old p opl 

ha e h ahili y o do th Bu I hi n I t , :t ur·ng t.ha 

iod wl en tl e black communi · w s s yin "He , '- 're riot 



l 

0 ng 0 ·t C n.more", he r rrnation of t:he Jrb n 

L ~ue ru d her ., r merl,Cln!! •• , ( nd of si e n ) 

Sine T\\"O: 

You d th ietn m Wa Tl a lot. of ·bAn 1 u 

lac ca 11, he atholi hurcll \ fl h OU h 

horr ndo 1s ch n_e, hf" mo, "men L f p p inlo t. t ar he 

m r enc of a gr a de l of awareness ha ime . You 

s, p ople moving out· also a fear of h"s Area. r dually 

.ou saw he e e iora iori o mor nd mor or e bo sin 

he buying 1p of . .. a sente landlo d ~ere 

u lng or p c J i e p1rpose or ha hou-·ng S C e 

ow ther~ re better f cilities, there is Peopl~'s Pnr1 

lcb fore as ,i l t n empt:v- lo An • OU h· • Pearl 
, 

C n er hi h was jus an old barn here, . l l.S a e ')' 

e . ·cell nt fa il" . . 
Those i re ill t:.he (j0's thou h . 

el L, in O's and 70's . W1 h th mer en e of 

r . ha led to more e er1or ion an eva u t· · on n I 

n 0 l the danger th t cau d . 0 I th"nk hat ha 

ecllne . j . ius l tore I av r pnr . Nm· th h h s 

b n r . u con de blv , I th l ii 1a ou'r g i.ng ee 

re-em l of K y s re t and re-em rgene of th 

i bbo h 0 . r m ecreas s nd f r imin bes 1 OU 

have a good hot sj n'( s t:oc 1~ he: r nd jts pro .. ima ion to 

owntown, ·ou know, to he hospi ls and o he Uni ·e slty 

and I th'nk u wlll s som b ., ' JI b 

~rad11al bu · vou•r go1.ng to see om imp1ov ment. 

http:absent.ee


o , wh.• re you t.ill h re? 

Th t' a good question. I ioin d 1th oh rs o fight 

th si u tion. Good eople like Bill Bichsel 1 F her Bill 

1chs 1 from St. 

the mix o h 

eo's 

aces, 

we sa, 

I, Hll ' 

he ~ood 

oup nd t.1 

ualities here or 

varjou cultu1· s 1 

• saw ha s a ·e y posi ive for· , a r memdous 

opportuni ' tor eople to knO\ one nolh r. 0 o kno 

one anoth .r in .ar a11d cul tur aT1<i so on. And L hos Ii ngs 

h ppeo, ar ·e tivals, f.dm fes .· als ... Bu I w i a. an 

opportunit~· to help mv ni es, Cindy, Lauri & Darline, •n 

.2,. 
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m, nephe"' Kevin, einit r ·sed here and I sa\o, that b. liv·n 

her you're in the midst of the poor and the midst of eth1ic 

dj ·ersi y, and it' a lh ing labor ory. Rat er than I oYing 

t,o he uburbs or o he be ter sect ions of he i t , :ou 

hod a soc1ologica] en i onm nt her . o hitbol 

difficulty--a lot of dlffi ·ulty, there 1 s -rim a.nd hen 

here's lo of ab n ou ·hildren and fam1lje and so ou 

bu --livin in i uat,ion lik hat. yo11 l ve n op or uni :. 

0 i t:n s IJf in lts arious forrus. I saw i an 

opportunl v, and ddressed he oppor uul J ol' ethui ·lt: 

p ople in o know on ano he , forma ion of 

n~ighborhood·, ·omm nily. The we lt.h or tle communi y i in 

i s people i s di e.r:sl t. , hich I think i going o h pp n 

now, you' re goin~ to e a reemergence in the ar- I hink 

01
1 11 Si> mprovemen n he housin_ stock, probably 

ondominiums, aid a arcm n s nd to•.nhouses, it.s bound lo 

hap en. 



Gr ln J w1ih h proJ ct goin~ on dor~to1n, the 

Br n 11 mpu· dow11to1n, nio11 ta ion .•. I think if th"' 

dowJJlown are impr·o, es it 1dll ef e t the , hole 81e/J.. 

It's ch p 1 usin . he1e C n • OU bu. h u or 3 

0 0 50 lou n ? Th h d bi. me tin the ot er day 1 

p ople do ·n at th ank, and ·he jus , h lis of hou rig 

.o >U B nk r 0 fer.ing low in e es loa s to pe pl i1 

t.he qua] if~. 'l'h r if' a re-emerttence of in e es here. 

lnc the drug nd 1e crime diminish. i .h help from the 

po ice nd so on, get more n lgb or-hoo ~a ch s. 

. s e do hat JL's going to dimimish, and I hink ou'll see 

youn f. milies moving in because it's af orda e housing 

30-40 thousand. owe taved because we uld have spen 

70 - 80 o 100 housand somewhere lse . I nowt.hi bouse--1f 

we just moved it, across Di ision Av nu ~ener 11 it umps 

up 20 or 30 thous nd dollars. I think tha ...,i h he 

affor bl housi g h re ou're go1ng o s ch nge. I hop 

people \olho wiJ 1 om in r, bu~ a home lliz t.li 

s handled n i~hborhood n I hink tha c n occu h re i 

prope ly. There wilJ alw .•s be a mi , we do h ·e apar ments 

here nd ren al ' bu if we can reverse the absen e 

landlor s wi 1.h horn Q\o;t} dt hi. I h n p 0 le ~ U 1 an t.o 

shop at fewav. .o ·11 e bu ine se e-emer· in~ on K . 
ma be a hard re store, or ba erJ, which were a.11 the1·e 

b fore. 

or four 

The, ha.<.I r-

he Asi ns, tl rou h 11 of his, h e had t.hr e 

,ran . on ray St. , .hey d 1.d ood bus i ue s. 

·onabl rices for th lr food. No hJn bothered 

17 



hem. But e Bl k~ h · n't b en ab to do th I fo ome 

[l d n' kno wb , ou see ve r t e 1 k owne 

htsine se . 

1 hink it midht be, lik ou aid before, about he 

. 4 J 11 sen~ ol' famil.' ... 

Th re is a ron ~ en e of f mj 1. I m n. tat ion 

t.l e hel one no her when the come he ·e, 

ars a 0 hev had th (' ble C ' 
you>v probabl he~rd 

OU 1a I from u 11 h to ay s r > do ·n Ka re t nd 

dOl n 13 t.h. 'l'hey should have kept .1 t. 

]es, It could be used now. 

You could jump on i and just wall· tome. 

o 111 the Cit ot Tacoma, a B 1,·hole do rou · hinh, in 

my research on the it· of T coma, do you think i Iw .s 

been sort ot· B bPl ief t.hat, it seems .1 .ike yo11 stfid before 

when you cross Division · r.renu , it 's whole diff rent ball 

ga111 • i.·th av nu 1s lik a di.v1dln l.1ne. Did that 

lws.1 s e ist :' 

Tom. r colle ion, ou see better horns, I hink he 

Nor h End s kiud of th plf!c~ to be, lt wa place \,;her 

mo edu a ed n h mo e w .l Iv w re the 

The Italians w re mor of prof ssi nal )pl or! in 

] ss. he wee imml r n1s, w1educal din fo ml 

school in~. \: s, prettv m11ch, I don't know if that's tr11e. 

rrvrnore bu . pre t · much this w s poor ar a. Jo 01' h m 

\orle<l in he shipyards n fishing, Sccndlua ins hork don 

he docks. The· were 1 borers. So .·e ·, if ·ou jus look 

18 



OS •011•11 se bigge homes, J thou h I i.n er and• 

n pie ire from Brvau Sh ol 11 the ay s . Ri 

was now 1 fl s tt 8 nk _r I s Row" , r e some l1u e houses 

'Iii • bR.d r•ul,sa ev ry h1n 

eo e here orke on 

ra · lroad oo, on 

1e a i 1 ro d, 

docks . 

Bu , lo t' 

d I war don It 

other 's Blwa s been that distinction that this w s 

·he "poor" side ol to,,rn he Jvron'( side of' the r k~ . •. 

ort or . Bu hese were har orking people 1 who o ed 

h ·r r milies n who ke Lhe· horns u and an d e 

b s for their children--education and so on . dad came 

here penniless I guess, he never s ¼ bis parents an more . 

Wh n you w re ·ourteen h n, .• u e e a grown up, 

no di is · on betw n 1"ldhood and adul hood . At t.welv o 

fourteen ·ou're an dult . My aun ha rnise us , s 

fif een h n sh o m rrie 

re e pictu . s of \OLJI' folks: 

M. f her s' m mo1be n f he . I h V .be 

0 1 i~ine1 pA.p rs of tlie 8hi my rl arl ca.me 0 r on , h sail d 

from p es and 1 nde in ew York in 1907. cou n't speak 

or or .na l 1. h n l n d 11 ... 111 ~ I land . 

1n err p ion: lu 0 n; s si t _,, r) 

I think wh , OU s e no\oi is he m rgence of h 

Italian Sou's of Italv Lod e. 1 t l1J.nk m. ne he\\- 1 ~ .illian1, 

who a h s al le min i ioinin~ h m, I've I n 0 

pull d ·ay from i bee 11S J l a I \oi y b k ·hen l 

ame ba k from the fl 1 9-t5, I sa i er clos d 
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ft rou . .i iii n h I all n commun i y go· n Lo · . H l a ' 

s s a~dn in • r na ·ov. ethn roup · nd I w n ed 

op Il ll m:, s lf so I didn' p I' ici at in t, he t ical 

r ]:iall in r ., n 0 L o' w ich w n't le 1 I. n 

c h,rcli. I I a11 ed 0 move 011 . 0 I 1 l no 50 muc 1 

mo e OlJ of h h 1 11 but mo e ou l. of th t 1 g It hn1 

l!rou ... but some people k t th up and 110 I hink th re 1 s 

an emer ence of peo le. ay ng "He··, I belon ·o a ce1·t in 

ul u1e, nd I on kno h I, m roo 3 are n I ne d 0 

i entif " And I t hi nl ha 's -em rg · n~ an h t's .. ' 

henlthy, the dances and t.he rt and culture and music and a 

on. I ma· do that too. Th re's goin to be ab festival, 

some im in Oc ob in .. ea tle. • OU ke·p up h 

l n uage rid ll Loms and so OJI' withou b itJd, • • l ll ink 

there 1 s n 0 par .unil · 0 mo" in a lot of directions, mo e 

with he la k communit · and mo,·e with he swa h l: w ;I' I 

wi llo l L, ing ·o, .. ''we' re I I.al n, nd e're u I 0 
. 

D 0 

stt . \\1 LI l J ourse l · s nrl .e' not ~o ng 0 Ii e ny h ·nS{ 

to do with Blac s. II I couldn't bu tha . And l felt earJy 

on, ri h fter w ld War 11 la tha w ha p nin 

re omin in, WE re mo ing OU 
,. 

and I oul n' e h 

I jus s th l a r n !"TOW, i fl my 0 n •i I p 0 

w n to mo e tha 's th ir o~n business, bu my own personal 

thini;,; wa to h n ~ iu lier ·nd o ith it . 

ichln . 

their gr 

I hinl ou hav n o portun 1 • to e his or 

h. 

diffe eul cul ures mo · ug in nd 

Tacoma Cornmunl. House us d o be for 

20 



I li s now i l fo As · ns we h • then 

i mru i nt.s. Th sians afie Vietn m. or a er th [orean 

War·, bu h lorean's dldn' come he ·e, th \ n out 0 

L e ood, H re w ha more from mb dj nd n m. 

We h d B p k r com to cla 1 ast Rn I i s 

pr in r '~till I I/E'S 1 of h l i n ii th •r • , '' 
a lot of Ji.' s i rn llt'OP"' /J nd iet immi r nts who r 

st.artin,r to come in. 

I gre, p rj h round c C mmu i · . Ho pl r d 

b ketball there , nd I nt_. to i.nderg n h r • 

{Bob's si ter Rita has some comments); 

D'd you en ·on the r t ht ot of h social ife 

1 / 

21 

revolved around church? Thew en we£' hoe kers. The en 

worked a l o er mos ly, and the·r s c · a l' re 11 

evolv d around St. 

would ome n 

it ' There were celehr lion , they 

Yes, e men i ne ti 

P opl 

re lly loo 

p heir ho es son ce, tbe · r l wn , h y 

rid in their homes. he were so proud to be 

ab c to Liv hr. Th re was uch prid , h re we alway 

g rd r o r • DtJ I em mb r o h sol l l1f 

w n h chur b . 

'T'h re re wo things . school and church. nd then they 

got c rs ! so her , a~ more mob· 1· 

e mer when he aved heridan, nd rem mber 1.he 

d' L road , w ju i L tl ( in te rup i n ) 



thi we h d he only phone jn the neighb rhoo for 

ye s. E eryon WO ld want to com to use the hone, i W'llB 

one of those wall thin s where Oll l d t.o call the operator 

0 ge a nu b ·rhos w 1" wond rfu Lim ~ nd e 

i s nd h PPY s. 

I ell, OU h orld War I I. 

Th- as fo e w rl l W I" 1 • wh n e \.iere k. s. 

Well there was a lot. of povert I the e er OOI' 

p le: s ug l 

The were poor fin n ,i l I but within eir hearts 

he wee cod eo le and they were ... 

Thev 1 re laborers, they c me over her as 

imm 11 I s. , . 

But h re was .ill a u'eL iving . • 1 was o gh, bu 

they were happy, and 1 tbin it w s okay for the kids, As I 

I ok back, fo u th was wonderfu im, the p y lo s 

y b s 11 in, sl"de down h h"ll n t1e now 1 e wold 

and do the gs k"ds lov Lo o. I re ber y n~ as ed 

b h"nd •r nk rbone's c he'd pu 1 s own the tr ·s n 

a bi~ long sled wi h O million kid on i • W h d fun-

hat1a he.I I hink I ·emembe · mo~Lly, nd people ind of 

h lp·n o b r. 1 w a goo l. · ru 

rEnd o 'r nscrip. 
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ADDENDUM 
ORAL INTERVIEW 

BOB GALLUCCI 
June 5, 1991 

Concern1ng your involvement w1tn the Peace Movement: 

3 .3 

How did you come to be a part of ,c. nd what does 1t have 

co do with your upbr1n9ing. Where d1d you get your concern 

for peace and social just1ce? 

I think a lot o it was from my own family because they 

were always involved in the political system. When I got 

out of the Navy I became involved working with St. Vincent 

De Paul--that was 1n the 50's. When l was in school 1n the 

50's ,n St. Louis I saw there was a lot of disparity between 

whites and blacks. The University was right near the black 

section [of town], there were horrible housing conditions-

that began to steer us into some things. There was the 

beginning of the civil Rights movement and I became 

interested in that. 

I worked with Bill Bichsel, who was a Jesuit priest, 

and we started the Martin Luther King Center for t1e street 

people and the people from Western State, That summer 

(1969] when there was a disturbance on ay St. we became 

involved in that, and other interracial conflicts. We be an 

to get involved ;n protesting the war and that led into the 

Trident Base at Ba gor; we got heavily involved there and 

went to prison for protesting. 



....l I 

A 1 ot of it came from the peop 1 e I assoc 1 ated ,~1th-

part cularly Bill B1shsel and others. We organ1zed 1n o her 

areas--in the East side for housing, jobs and so on. 

This was after you came bacl from St. Loui? What did 

you get your degree in there? 

I received a Bachelor of Science Degree 1n Physical 

Therapy, and attended the Master's program at the University 

of Southern California. I went back to school in the early 

60's at PLU and received a degree in English. 

In Tacoma we also formed the " Tacoma Light Brigade". 

which was to fight the Washington Public Power Supply 

System. A smal I group of us fought the WSPPSS o ants and 

fought them 1n the courts. We stopped the building of three 

of the plants. 

We have been organizing heavily with regard to Central 

American issues--with the people of El Salvador (CISPIS). 

During the Persian Gulf crisis we organized a Tacoma 
h " Coalition or peace in the Middle East. We you start to get 

involved and you meet people, one h1ng leads to another. 

Our national pr1or1 ies have most of the money going 

into the war effort--weaponry and increasing military 

involvement around the world , rather than increasing funds 

in education and jobs and housing. 

Where do you th ink we as a society are 901·ng on 

auest1ons oF ethnicity. peace and social justice? 

First of alli I think the distance etween the rich and 

poor is becoming wider. The rich are getting richer and the 

2 
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ooor are getting poorer . At the same t1me 1 in my own 

experience I see the ethn1c1ty coming into ab tter 

s1tuat1on--t ere is a greater mix. There is a greater 

conflict also--there is greater disparity between whites and 

minorities. There is a1ways a constant struggle between the 

two. It is a difficult question, because on one hand you 

see some gains, and also you see some disparity there 

regarding housing and Jobs. 

What do you see as the s7ternat1ves? 

There must be a change in priorities from spending 

government money on m1l1tary power versus social welfare. 

This has to be done both on a local and national level. 

Unless we address the problems of minorities and the poor, 

there could be the possibility of social upheaval or 

revolution. The ducation system needs 1mproveme1 t, as well 

as the healthcare system and equal opportunity in ·obs. We 

h ve had two administrat1ons--the Reagan and Bush 

Adm n1strat1on who have not addressed these issues fully 

[End of Transcr1pt) 
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AUTHORIZATION AND RELEASE FOR VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO TAPE RECORDING 

Date : ':I -,)_ 1 -/ J 

Participant: Aft:: (~I\Uc:41. 

As part of the required coursework for University of Washington, 
Tacoma Branch Campus students enr~ ed in TLSUS 437 - Doing 
Community History, I hereby grant \qn ~~ 
permission to video and/or audio tape an interviewith me and 
use the(se) tape recording(s) of me in connection with the above 
course. I understand that included in this permission is the 
right of the University of Washington Tacoma Branch Campus to 
pass the(se) tape(s) on to the Tacoma Branch Campus Library for 
reference. 

I have read this agreement before signing below and warrant that 
I fully understand its contents. 

Signed:~~: 

Address ; 1ti5J3:::J~' 
r-_ __ tuddt · 9R¼ii: 


