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Community Archives Center Tacoma Community House Oral History Interviews Transcript 

Gyekye, Gladys. Interview date: 05/04/2022 

 

dindria: 00:00 Hello and welcome. Please say your name, 

Gladys Gyekye: 00:06 Please. My name is Gladys Gyekye. 

dindria: 00:10 And the date? 

Gladys Gyekye: 00:12 The date today is May 4th, 2022. 

dindria: 00:19 And we are located in? 

Gladys Gyekye: 00:23 No, 

dindria: 00:24 We are located in the Tacoma. 

Gladys Gyekye: 00:27 Yeah. Yeah. 

dindria: 00:29 Community house, 

Gladys Gyekye: 00:33 Please [inaudible] 

dindria: 00:34 That's okay. So location means like where we are? 

Gladys Gyekye: 00:41 Um, that's my son. Oh. 

dindria: 00:44 Uh, no, where we are right now is Tacoma Community 

House. 

Gladys Gyekye: 00:48 Yeah, I'm Tacoma class. Yeah. Yes, I'm Tacoma 

Community House. 

dindria: 00:53 Okay. Okay. Okay. Um, question one. Where are you from 

before the United States. What country? 

Gladys Gyekye: 01:07 Ghana. 

dindria: 01:08 Ghana? Right on. Can you tell us about Ghana 

Gladys Gyekye: 01:16 Please? What, 

dindria: 01:17 What is Ghana like? 
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Gladys Gyekye: 01:20 Yeah. I'm like Ghana because of my hometown. 

dindria: 01:24 Yes. What is your hometown? 

Gladys Gyekye: 01:27 My hometown is Kumase 

dindria: 01:33 Kumase? Yeah. Oh, I don't know. Yeah. [inaudible] Can 

you describe Kumase? 

Gladys Gyekye: 01:42 Yeah. Kumase was a good place. 

dindria: 01:48 Okay. 

Gladys Gyekye: 01:49 Yes. Some people would live a village, come to selling 

things. 

dindria: 01:58 Oh, yes. So, they would bring, um, they would have like 

market? Yeah. Yeah. They would come to the market. Um, 

what did you do in Ghana? 

dindria: 02:13 Okay. So what did, did you sell anything at the market? 

Gladys Gyekye: 02:19 No, I, I'm making a food, eh? 

dindria: 02:22 Oh, 

Gladys Gyekye: 02:24 What is? I'm making food parties. 

dindria: 02:29 Oh yeah? Yeah. Was it like meat, 

Gladys Gyekye: 02:32 Meat, meat. You fly meaty? Yeah. Salad. 

dindria: 02:36 Oh, making it hungry. <laugh>. Okay. So you are a cook or 

a chef? Yes. 

Gladys Gyekye: 02:43 Cook of chef. Yeah. 

dindria: 02:44 Yes. <laugh>? Yes. Um, you're gonna like my question 

down here. Let's do this question. What is your favorite 

food? 

Gladys Gyekye: 02:55 My favorite fo- Fufu. 

dindria: 02:57 Yeah. Fufu. Yeah. Aw. Making me hungry. Okay. What is 

your favorite American food? 
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Gladys Gyekye: 03:10 Um, Sub away. 

dindria: 03:12 Sub away? Yeah. What's that? 

Speaker 3: 03:14 Subway. 

dindria: 03:15 Subway. Oh, thank you so much. Sandwiches? Yeah. Oh, 

okay. The big ones? Mm-hmm. No. This one? Yeah. Okay. 

<laugh>. <laugh>. Um, how did, who is your family? 

Gladys Gyekye: 03:36 My family. That's my son and my grandchildren. 

dindria: 03:44 Oh, yes. 

Gladys Gyekye: 03:46 And my brothers. 

dindria: 03:47 And your brothers? 

Gladys Gyekye: 03:48 Your brothers? 

dindria: 03:49 How many brothers? 

Gladys Gyekye: 03:53 It was, that's my father's side was um, four brothers? Yes. 

And my mother's side is one brother. 

dindria: 04:10 Ah, yes. So you have five and all right? Yes. And then, um, 

how many grandchildren? Oh, now you have to think about 

it. 

Gladys Gyekye: 04:20 Got that There's small, small some. Seven. 

dindria: 04:26 Seven. All right. That's fabulous. Um, I love whenever the 

grandchildren have birthdays. 

Gladys Gyekye: 04:35 Yeah. Yeah. 

dindria: 04:36 Are they in Ghana or United States? 

Gladys Gyekye: 04:40 The two was here. 

dindria: 04:42 Two are here? Yeah. Okay. That's cool. Mm-hmm. 

<affirmative>. Um, why did you come to Tacoma, 

Washington? 

Gladys Gyekye: 04:53 I come to, I come with my son. Yeah. 
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dindria: 05:00 And it was it, um, to come for family or for work or for, 

um, just want to change country? 

Gladys Gyekye: 05:15 Uh, 

dindria: 05:15 Like, why did your son come? 

Gladys Gyekye: 05:18 My son come here. 12 years 

dindria: 05:22 Oh, okay. Okay. And then you've been here three years? 

Gladys Gyekye: 05:28 Okay. Yeah, three years. Three 

dindria: 05:30 Years. But your son was here first? Yes. Oh, okay. 

Gladys Gyekye: 05:33 Good. My son was calling me to visit 

dindria: 05:36 Yes. <laugh>. And then he said, you stay <laugh>. Yes. 

Gladys Gyekye: 05:41 Yes. 

dindria: 05:42 All right. Um, let's see. What do you think of the United 

States? 

Gladys Gyekye: 05:53 I think about here is a good place. 

dindria: 06:05 Yeah. Is it, um, do you feel that it is what you thought it 

would be like in Ghana when you thought about United 

States? Was it the same? 

Gladys Gyekye: 06:19 My father, you say? 

dindria: 06:20 No, not your father. Um, before you came mm-hmm. 

<affirmative> to United States? Yeah. In Ghana? Yes. 

What did you think about United States? 

Gladys Gyekye: 06:31 I don't think, because when my son leave me to here. 

dindria: 06:38 Yeah. 

Gladys Gyekye: 06:39 Some more. Yes. I didn't see him. Yes. So I come to see 

him. 

dindria: 06:45 Okay. <laugh>. So it wasn't really about United States, it 

was about your son. Yeah. Yes. Um, let's see, what do you 

want people to learn about you? That might be a hard 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=imuIqeVp1XtPHnfemaCog0eI1yTx7N3i6tlhVgEdycJt_uSq5i8dKudYvjdPlVTQusuL0bgEBNGtuSrSo05NCzIe7gc&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=300.77
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=K1OR_DiyLRlm4olNi8XNqUQnGf4jzQ2huj_HnxzaObP5bb17RXBinymNtHEn8BdqJFPYfyDZU5fAu9dHSoRnHAysFBQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=315.23
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=lLpBlYsHgJiJe_JZl0RYRIDuKnmyvzSQbXaLtBDOJAyc-yjkMnmygDcDhsP_J4WwyYOXZNiqy8x5MbR1TDB7QXjx-6w&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=315.62
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=wj84zZU4VorUfOM1Jqd70hgv8jcn8C7W0eO4FVMLHBfdyz2DrFASNLXnVi0R_UaFYMDbY6vcEDkVx3IOq04AqFoIrRs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=318.08
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=aNuXXMdkpiBWArjh2P4fZHdOulZv3besjA5rzhKq8EhqVNtpWBrC9RHjqJQzcIVQDKf6cU8jvmJb8cNd6rpa29ivwXA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=322.84
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=FLIFuc9MDmJSOnM3vNSthemdRFfJGaUQEQlYesvkbDwmX5tJMW_7ZBD9GFMBy7-H4u4I5WL1ybPt62iwsWVv8R6oXfw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=328.58
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Q-BYSSjz8cl8U7YKpNv0sV6ws9lDUnKHSEDvQdXofZw4jMrluNVlcWHSjRjmeyL8LJCBhjC0EBwdyNHGnL__QwNaw-c&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=330.23
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=qOz5jriG677jQjL3ySDHfMYLAArKEIX80Ev21VFD30BQ6sXHXOCAqZzc63APNF12U_DgeiVuwlf27h88mW_X6XqjuG0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=333.27
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=D7rBgOIeXzhp3_PuENn1hRk8phgUsRuW-JtV_l77LI-bOCT5ZKz_Jcy1WD2B4ejcGAU3fuE7uoD2CHkaXJ2Whcq7cKE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=336.81
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=bXE4uM1JcZ1fIh4KHEuHkpTr0NPZaryMzpuG-NSvZ-VYemt4CbZMU45WkmAvAkDQl292cyl3V34LiRsOec8OK15gExo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=341.41
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=KliDhTcWYzb8ji6PfS2mz6im-Al97DSAQ9SDzwTXszrrL1NkRa91iQd6Ka_SWc-fANnipuEhOKjHsG857lpZmfDxyX0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=342.61
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Dj5wGo5S12lrUdJZRR33DEAq83viFcrOcXsD2pg5UcWfKs6fJuWO_P-sl5lyeEwcy2LdDPROMS1eJnqaZN6nYeNNLys&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=353.94
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=9pnRvNIgpPCKAplYDtlC_4CA1r7b65uy0M5yHPdzbOjG1tzd7Q17VN82p3zyFIR6uHH8X4uY_yAzS6mfetjmPQfDxu4&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=365.35
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=GBLKuxlauawBjpnhYF5KT8JVVy6qqw-ONna6WJt2bQdaXH5pM2zuzPKQWuk4-ZGiWbvm70Y5nO9fktfCAm7KCxPNkjo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=379.33
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=GGWo82Mea2qCZ4q6duYybr_bftIbVOzLWNu8gLO4FCsAHyJr5SWOLdGqXo9wGxvweXsXLXotlOQNC2AQcy7D6M3U91E&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=380.92
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=iXjuRraZ9TQNSBNADCeqSLaAG2Y9fIdWQSBcmeqpzECeZzrMhXkWz_Rn3EEgh_hTGOh2WQnvmHm0Wy6fTEL6bYWR_fs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=391.67
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=1rkNmkdUC4lFZC4V_hn_VlUCdOPiOxWMNlPwkW7sA9cqHFK9cmrEgKi3kfJggBESLCA_cPINGzA6xVhOGJdJHeJEhm8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=398.07
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=K69g_NMXtRHr7Y65NQRcnf-TOvSW7pC7W8ylUQmZpacl7s_rg0MS-GSyomU-zUECfRaNdliMfeU_sbZyYf2udJ09yXA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=399.27
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=O5UnNFmUGg_ChgON0I8cDxjUfzgovLcyHy34Y2uABH3sciNLX7TxCxSib4J3eIhbhNKwVWv-K6qGAWTpNd-9Q1YNAZs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=405.95


 Page 5 of 6 

 

question, but what do you want to say to people who are 

listening? 

Gladys Gyekye: 07:18 I know it. 

dindria: 07:19 Not sure. Um, what do you want listeners to think about 

your life? 

Gladys Gyekye: 07:39 I, I Think, I think for my children. Yes 

dindria: 07:51 Tell me more. What do you want for your children? 

Gladys Gyekye: 08:00 I think for my children to grow. 

Speaker 3: 08:06 Yeah. 

dindria: 08:08 To grow and to go to school. Yeah. And to get, have a life 

Yeah. Of their own. Yes. Yes. Do you think they need to do 

that in the United States or in Ghana? 

Gladys Gyekye: 08:21 Yeah, he think here. 

dindria: 08:23 Yeah. 

Gladys Gyekye: 08:24 Some because of here also a family, John family here. Yes. 

So Ghana was also, I think about the, that child, children to 

grow up to school and do something. 

dindria: 08:43 Yes. We want them to do good things. Yes. <laugh>. Okay. 

Um, I think we are done with the questions. Is there 

anything you want to ask me? 

Gladys Gyekye: 08:58 Okay. Um, please. When I, I came here to learn, to do, to 

communicate. 

dindria: 09:12 Yes. 

Gladys Gyekye: 09:14 Some you <laugh> and that Yes. To do something for my 

children in Ghana? Yes. Cause I don't listen anything. I 

can't do anything. I don't work, so I can't here to learn some 

more. 

dindria: 09:35 Good, good. So I'm hoping that when we put this together, 

that they will be able to listen to it in Ghana. Okay. Yeah. 

That would be awesome. 
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Gladys Gyekye: 09:47 <laugh>. It's good. Yes. That's my talking. 

dindria: 09:51 It's great. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you 

Gladys Gyekye: 09:55 So much. No, thank you. Okay. 

dindria: 09:57 I love you. Oh, I love you back. 
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