


 
 

 
“I believe music is one of the Hero/Shero’s of African-

American existence.” Maya Angelou 
 

Music has been salvation for African-Americans throughout history and has 
been a bridge across the worst of times as well as the light that illuminates 
pathways to joy and enlightenment.  It has served as the bedrock of hope in 
the face of unthinkable despair and the elevator to new heights when higher 
ground was the button we pushed.  
Along the way, we have taught the world how to hear the message within our 
music.  Our contributions to and through music have evolved to unsurpassed 
levels of achievement, some of which were initially only known to us. Music 
has been a universal language for us and has often carried encrypted 
messages that could only be deciphered by the heart and soul of a people 
who would not be denied.  Spirituals and storytelling that communicated the 
plan, gave direction and instilled hope, tag lines like “The Revolution will not 
be Televised” reminded us not to forget tactics, songs like “Say it Loud, I’m 
Black and I’m Proud” and “To be Young Gifted and Black” maintained a sense 
of courage and pride, and “Wake up Everybody” echoed its time for all to step 
up.  Despite the odds, we have become world-renowned composers, 
musicians and dancers because we continue to be sustained by mastery of 
what is innately ours – the heart and soul of music.  And although imitated 
around the world our essence has never been flawlessly replicated.   

 
We celebrate African-American greatness as demonstrated through music. In 
doing so we remember what is most important - you don’t have to author the 
words, know all the lyrics or even be able to dance to its beat but your heart 
and soul must be able to FEEL THE MUSIC.                                             

    Wayne Williams 
 

      2019 BHM – Keynote Speakers & Discussion Panels 
         2018 BHM – Finding a Way, Strategy Planning 
               2017 BHM – Film Debut, “Telling Our Story” 
                   2016 BHM – Inspirations - Member Story Telling  
                        2015 BHM – African-American Art exhibit 

 

 

2020 

Black History Month Program 
 

Our Resilience, Contributions and Impacts 

As Demonstrated through Music 
 

Each week of February we will highlight a different eras of music 
blending musical exerts with historical narrative to enlighten, 
educate and demonstrate how music has been a bedrock for 
African-Americans throughout history.  Presentations will attempt 
to cover spans of time extending from ancient rhythms, to gospel, 
to oldies but goodies, to current day music and artist.  Each 
session will kick off with a little trivia or other lighthearted exercises. 

 
Week 1 – Feb 1st,    Program Overview 
                             Gospel 
 
Week 2 - Feb 8th,   Blues/ Jazz 
 
Week 3 - Feb 15th,  R&B/World Rhythms/Disco 
 
Week 4 - Feb. 22nd, Rap/Hip Hop/Spoken Word 
 
Week 5 - Feb. 29th, Black Collective Reflections: 

“Soundtracks of our lives” 
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Lyle Quasim 
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Rap/Hip Hop/Spoken Word 
 

 
Dr. Dre 
 

 
Kurtis Blow 
 

 
Big Daddy Kane 
 

 
Gil Scott-Heron 

 
Run DMC 
 

 
Notorius BIG 1997 
 

 
NWA 
 

 
Grand Master Flash & 
The Furious Five 

 
Kool & The Gang 
 

 
Public Enemy 
 

 
LL Cool J 
 

 
Ice T 
 

 
Bill Withers 
 

 
Tupac 
 

 
Ice Cube 
 

 
Erykah Badu 
 

 
Snoop Dog 
 

 
Missy Elliott 
 

 
A Tribe Called Quest 
 

 
The SugarHill Gang 
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Jazz/R&B/World Rhythms/Disco 
 

 
Miles Davis 
1926-1991 
 

 
Louis Armstrong 
1901-1971 
 

 
Duke Ellington 
1899-1974 

 
Dizzy Gillespie 
1917-1993 
 

 

Ella Fitzgerald 
1917-1996 
 

 
Billy Holiday 
1915-1959 

 
Etta James 
1938-2012 
 

 
Donna Summer 
1948-2012 
 

 
Teddy Pendergrass 
2010 

 
Issac Hayes 
2008 
 

 
James Brown 
1933-2006 
 

 
Prince 
1958-2016 

 
Stevie Wonder 
 
 

 
Michael Jackson 
1958-2009 
 

 
Jimmie Hendrix 
1942-1970 
 

Diana Ross 
 
 

Sam Cook 
1931-1964 

 

 
Luther Vandross 
1951-2005 

 
Lauryn Hill 
 
 

 
Curtis Mayfield 
1942-1999 
 

 
Patti LaBelle 
 

 
 
 



 
2020 Black History Month 
Black Collective Singer Archive (Random selections) 
 
Negro Spirituals - Gospel 

 
 

 
Mahalia Jackson 
(1911-1972) 
 

 
James Cleveland 
1931–1991 
 

 
Albertina Walker 
1929–2010 
 

 

 
Sam Cooke 
1931–1964 
 

 
-+Andraé Crouch 
1942–2015 
 

 
Walter Hawkins 
 

 

 
Aretha Franklin 
1942–2018 
 

 
Rance Allen 
 
 

 
Yolanda Adams 
 

 

 
Lee Willimas & 
Spiritual OC’s 
 

 
Donnie McClurkin 
 
 

 
Shirley Caesar 
 

 

 
Bessie Griffin 
1922-1989 
 

 
Marion Williams 
1927-1994 
 

 
Al Green 
 

 

 
Whitney Houston 
1963–2012 
 

 
Ray Charles 
1930-2004 
 

 
Edwin Hawkins 1943 
– 2018 
 

 

Mavis Staples 
 
 

 

Marian 
Anderson 1897 – 
April 8, 1993 
 

 
Sister Rosetta 
Tharpe  1915 –
1973 

 
 

 
 
The Blues 
 

 

 
Muddy Waters 
1913–1983 
 

 
Howlin' Wolf 
1910–1976 
 

 
B.B. King 
1925–2015 
 
 
 

 

 
Robert Johnson 
1911–1938 
 

 
John Lee Hooker 
1917–2001 
 

 
Buddy Guy 
 

 

 
Willie Dixon 
1915-1992 
 
 

 
Son House 
1902–1988 
 

 
Little Walter 
1930–1968 
 
 

 

 
Bessie Smith 
1894–1937 
 

 
Lead Belly 
1888–1949 
 

 
Skip James 
1902–1969 
 
 

 

 
T-Bone Walker 
1910–1975 
 

 
Albert King 
1923–1992 
 

 
Bobby Bland 
1930–2013 
 

 

 
Koko Taylor 
1928–2009 
 

 
Ma Rainey 
1886–1939   
 

 
Billie Holiday 
1915–1959 
 

 

 
Mississippi John 
Hurt 
1892–1966 
 

 
Ray Charles 
1930–2004 

 
Robert Cray 

 
 
 
 
 


