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Community group opens center 
East 
Tacoma: 

$1.3 million 
facility just 
the start 
for Korean 
Women's 

BY DAVID WICKERT 
The News Tribune 

■ The Korean Women's Association can be 
reached at 253-5354202 or at 125 E. 
96th St., Tacoma, WA 98445. 

More than 30 years after it was found
ed as a social club, the Korean Women's 
Association has moved into new quarters 
fitting for the major institution it has be
come. 

of its kind in the Northwest. 
Members called it a milestone for a 

group that has grown to serve thousands 
of people of many nationalities. 

On Thursday, the association dedicat
ed a $1.3 million, 10,000-square-foot 
community service center in East Taco
ma that will house 22 social service pro
grams ranging from English classes to 
mental health services. 

"This is an exciting day for all of us," 
said Sulja Warnick, chairwoman of the 
KWA board of directors. "Finally, we 
have our own home and building." 

Association It also broke ground on a $1.2 million 
emergency domestic violence shelter 
that will support Asian women - the first 

The Korean Women's Association did
n't have much besides the homes of its 
members when it was founded in 1972. A PETER HALEY I THE NEWS TRIBUNE 

From left, KWA leaders Ok Sun Wilson, Nan Hi Kim and 
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Center 
Continued from Bl 

small group of Korean women -
many married to U.S. military 
personnel - wanted to ease their 
culture shock. So they met to 
speak their own language, eat Ko
rean food and reminisce about 
their home country. 

Soon, they were helping the 
victims of domestic violence, shel
tering them in their own homes. 
Over the years, the association 
expanded its services, using a se
ries of rented facilities. 

Today, it hosts and administers 
programs serving more than 
1,500 people a month. They help 
the elderly, young people, the dis
abled , immigrants, refugees and 

abused women and children. 
They serve people speaking 17 
different languages. 

The new facility, at 125 E. 96th 
St., gives the KWA room it has 
needed for years. 

"This building is overdue," 
Warnick said. "Our programs suf
fered a lot. We had not enough 
space." 

More space is coming. Next 
year, the KWA will have a 19-bed 
emergency shelter for Asian 
women who are victims of do
mestic violence. KWA already 
serves up to 176 domestic vio
lence victims each year. The new 
facility will aid those efforts. 

Several hundred people at
tended Thursday's dedication, in
cluding numerous elected offi
cials. But no guest was more wel
come than Nam Hi Kim, a found-

Please see Center, B4 Sulja Warnick at the group's center in Tactma on Thursday. 

ing member of the Korean 
Women's Association who moved 
to Texas in 1986. Kim received an 
emotional welcome from current 
members as they honored her for 
starting a group that has blos
somed to play a big role in the 
lives of so many. 

'Tm so proud," Kim said. 
Pride was a common theme as 

KWA members thanked the 
donors and government agencies 
responsible for the new building. 
They pledged those efforts will 
bear fruit for years to come. 

"I hope that this building will 
stay forever," said Ok Sun Wil
son, who chaired the building 
committee. " Long after I am 
gone, I know this building will 
still stand." 

David Wickert: 253-274-7341 
david.wickert@mail.tribnet.com 

I 



Shelter 
Continued from A1 

YWCA, Pierce County's largest and old
est shelter, can house up to 50 people, in
cluding children. 

And the faci[jty is usually running at ca
pacity, said Karin White Tautfest, director 
of advocacy services for the YWCA. The 
facility turned away an estimated 4,500 re
quests for shelter last year. That number 
includes repeat requests, she said. 

The smaller Family Renewal Shelter. 
which focuses on extremely high-risk 
cases, estimates that it serves about a 
third of Pierce County's domestic vio
lence victims who seek shelter, with the 
YWCA serving the remaining two-thirds. 

Shelter operators point out that they try 
hard never to leave a victim in imminent 
danger without options. They try to place 
families with domestic violence shelters in 
surrounding counties, or even send them 
to another state. More likely. they may be 
sent to a motel or other homeless shelter, 
which may not offer services specifically 
for domestic violence victims. 

The new shelter for Asian victims will 
accommodate up to 19 people in a home
like atmosphere, with private bedrooms, 
a large communal kitchen and children's 
play area. The City of Tacoma has agreed 
to donate land for the facility, KWA lead
ers said. 

"We've had many sleepless nights of 
reaUy wanting this," said Lua Pritchard, 
KWA director. "Not just for the Korean 
Women's Association, but for the sake of 
our clients.'' 

She and others from KWA say a shel
ter for Asians and Pacific Islanders is 
needed because language and cultura 
barriers can prevent those victims fro 
seeking services elsewhere. 

The Tacoma-based Korean Women's 
Association was formed in 1972 as a so
cial club, largely for Korean women wh 
had married servicemen and moved witH 
them to Pierce County. But from the be
ginning, said Warnick. it was clear tha 
helping women who were abused b) 
•h 0 ;r huoh,inrk wnnlrl hecome a oriorit 



for the group. 
She said she and other members woulc 

answer calls from distraught women in th1 
middle of the night; sometimes they wounc 

I 
up inviting the victims into their homes. 

Over the years, the need for a more for 
mal domestic violence program evolved 
Since 1996, KWA has offered counseling j family education. immigration assistanc1 

I 
and referral services aimed at Asian anc 

. . 

Pacific Islanders. It now serves clients i1 
five counties. Last year, 176 domestic vio 

. lence victims received services. 
"Just not knowing how to commun· 

cate is a big barrier," said Pritchard. "B 
they are crying inside." 

Without a shelter sensitive to their nee 
-everything from help with their immigr 
tion status to Asian food - Pritchard sai 

I Asian women may return to abusive rela 
tionships. They are far from home, an 
many lack relatives in this country who c 

, .. assist them. They also need advocates wh 
understand Asian cultures, she said. 

"Jt's male dominant," said Sul Ja Wan 
nick, chairwoman of KWA's boar 
"Women are supposed to be obedien 
We need to educate Asian husbands, an 
women who don't know whether it 
abuse or not." 

The Korean Women's Association pro 
ject will mark a major milestone for do 
mestic violence victims. But it's not ti1 
only effort being made to expand shelte 
options in Pierce County. And while t 
issue of domestic violence has been in tn 
spotlight since the fatal shooting of Crys 
tal Brame by her husband, these projec 
were already in the works before. 

Earlier in June, a coalition of K 
Peninsula and Gig Harbor churches tha 
assist domestic violence victims receive 
$70,000 from the private Geneva Founda 
tion of Edmonds. The group will rent 
"safe house" for victims and their ch· 
dren - the first such facility to be locat 
on the Key Peninsula. It opens in the fa 

Penny Gazabat, vice chairwoman of tH 
Interdenominational Mission Pact, or I 
PACT, said having services available on t~ 
peninsula will make them more accessibl 
to victims. who may feel isolated or wH 
lack transportation to services in Tacoma 

"Once a victim has made up th 
mind that they' re going to leave, yo 
have to have somebody available to wal 
them through all they need to resta1 
their life," said John Ricciardi, deacon ' 
St. Nicholas Catholic Church in Gig Ha 
bor and chairman of the IMPACT boar 



Asian-American 
Alliance works with 

• • growing community 
The Asian American Alliance is a 

community based, non-profit 
organization located in room 208 of 
the community center. 

The Alliance serves the needs of 
the growing Asian-Pacific com
munity which includes Koreans, 
Philipinos, Japanese, Vietnamese, 
Cambodians, Thais, Samoans, 
Hawaiians, Guamanians and others. 
It works to eliminate the cultural, 
social, economic and edcucational 

; barriers faced by Asian and Pacific 
Americans and promotes the in
tegri.ty , dignity and diversity of 
Asian-Pacific cultures. 

The agency has both staff and 
volunteers to develop and carry our 
programs and projects. Current 
services offered at the center in
clude : 

Outreach and Counseling : Trained 
s taff, bilingual in different 
languages , provide assistance to 
individuals who need information, 
referral, interpretation, help with 
marriage, family or emotional 
problems. 

Project Hope: Social, educational, 
and recreational activities are 
provided in groups to serve isolated 
persons and families. Group 
members learn skills and meet new 
friends. Transportation and child 
care are provided for these ac
tivities . 

Advocacy and Community 

Organization: The Alliance works 
with state and local agencies so that 
they will recognize and provide 
servies for Asian-Pacific 
Americans. It assists individual 
communities to develop services or 
resources for their own people. 

Education and Awareness: 
Workshops are provided to teach 
sensitivity and increase un
derstanding for other agencies and 
organizations. Leadership training 
and information workshops are 
provided to Asian-Pacific 
Americans to inform them of their 
rights and responsibilities . A 
monthly newsletter is published with 
information on issues and activities 
in the Asian community. The Asian 
Day Festival is an annual op
portuni ty for all Asian-Pacific 
Americans to share their culture 
with each other and the general 
community. 

The Alliance seeks funds from a 
number of sources. Current funding 
comes from the united Way, 
Metropolitan Development Council, 
ACTION, and grants from the city of 
Tacoma and Pierce County. Funds 
are always needed to meet the needs 
of the community. Elizabeth Begert 
Dunbar is the excutive director. 
Office hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
telephone number is 582-6521. 
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l(orean Women offer fellowship 
The Korean Women's Association 

is located in room 207 of the 
Lakewood Community Center. 

The association began in 1971 to 
encourage each other for fellowship 
and to serve the immigrants com-

munity and families . Membership is 
composed of Korean women of the 
greater Tacoma area , age 18 and 
over, and has grown to 600 to 800 
members in the past year. 

Services offered by the Korean 
Women 's Association include: 

English classes sponsored by Fort 
Steilacoom Community College; 
personal counseling services 
sponsored by United Methodist 
Church of Tacoma (job counseling, 
human rights, welfare problems, 
social adaptation); outreach ser
vices such as job placement, in
terpretation and translation, 
transportation and Senior Citizen's 

programs partially sponsored by the 
City of Tacoma ; and Korean books 
and a library service sponsored by 
the Seoul, Korea daily newspaper, 
Dong-A Ilbo. 

A major project for this year is a 
fund-raising campaign to open a 
library for Korean Women. 

Current president of the group is 
Sulja Warnick. The office operates 
weekdays from 8:30 a .m. to 3:30 
p.m. and the telephone number is 
588-3854. 
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Murphy talks 
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Pint-sized cooks 
preparing for Passover 

Monday, the eve of the eight-day celebration 
of Passover, Jews around the world observe the 
Seder, a celebration of the Israelites' freedom 
from slavery in Egypt. 

The kinds of foods served at the Seder dinner 
are usually dictated by tradition, but it requires 
an imaginative homemaker to plan dishes that 
are uncommonly delicious and interestingly pre
pared. 

Because no already-opened foods are permit
ted during this time, seasonings must be limited 
to fresh produce and newly purchased bottles of 
herbs and spices. 

ln some households the observance has been 
reduced to only a few days in the hurried pace of 
the modern world. But to some, it is a time to 
recall to the fullest those years of despair and 
flight in the desert, when there was no time to 
even properly prepare leavened bread. 

Children are being taught much of the tradi
tions that once were in the Jewish households, 
esl)ecially those living in the Tacoma area. 

From 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday, Wednes
day and Friday, 3- and 4-year-olds are encour
aged to attend a nursery school session at Tem
ple Beth El. 

"It's important for each generation to learn 
from the other," said Joan Garden, one of the 
school instructors. She and instructors Chris 
Schwartz and Sandy Warnick spend the hours at 
the school teaching the 20 tots attending about 
their heritage. There's always room for another 
Jewish child, whether the family attends the sy
nogague or not, said Garden. 

Recently the tots have been up to their elbows 

in making matzoh balls from the matzo meal, 
and learning about the brittle, flat piece of 
unleavened bread that sustained the Hebrews 

· during their many years of desert flight. 
While the tiny hands mix the matzoh meal into 

softened balls, the teacher talks about the past. 
On the opposite page is the recipe the childreri 

learned to use, plus some more that are ap
proved for Passover feasting. Whether you are 
of the Jewish faith or not, these simply delicious 
meals are worth attention. 

The Morning News Tribune, Fri., April 7, 1989 A21 

Article ridiculed responsible teens 
We are writing this letter to ex

press our feelings on the March 15 
article "Drugs: frankly, kids want 
more than talk," because we feel 
that Michael Gilbert focused on the 
negative aspects of the Safe Streets 
Youth Forum. 

Three thousand students attended 
the program from 28 Pierce County 
high schools. The purpose of the fo
rums was to give the youth a chance 
to express their views on the prob
lems that drugs (gang violence) have 
brought to the community and give 
the Safe Streets Committee some 

ideas on how to solve them. A vast 
majority of these students partici
pated in a responsible manner and 
generated some excellent ideas. 

When The Morning News Tribune 
focuses on the small group of dis
ruptive students, the reporter mis
represented the positive aspect of 
the forum and ridiculed the teenag
ers who seriously addressed the im
portant issues. 

ANGELA WARNICK 
and 13 other members of the 

high school All-City Senate 
Tacoma 



S. Korea to seek China's help in arms dispute 
Leader to press diplomatic effort to persuade north to open nuclear facilities to international inspectors 
By Ed Offley s~~7ltlfi p :z... 
P-1 Military Reporter .I\ Jou,; ,, ,,;, ,:':3 

..-v ' r ,. 
Warning that an impasse over nucle

ar weapons has become "a matter of life 
and death for all of Korea," South 
Korean President Kim Young-sam said 
he will press the Chinese leadership 
today to help prevent the dispute from 
exploding into a crisis or war. 

In a wide-ranging address to about 
600 Korean American community lead
ers last night at the Washington State 
Convention and Trade Center, Kim 
stressed the importance of his sched
uled meeting this morning with Chinese 

President Jiang Zemin and his forthcom
ing summit with President Clinton in 
Washington, D.C., next week as key 
elements in the diplomatic effort to 
persuade North Korea to open its nucle
ar facilities to international inspectors. 

"I will ask him (Jiang) to do his best 
to deter North Korea's nuclear develop
ment program," Kim told the attentive 
audience, many of whom had flown in 
from Montana, Idaho and Oregon to 
meet their native country's first elected 
civilian president. With Kim were his 
wife, Sohn Myong Soon, and the Korean 
ambassador to the United States, Han 
Seung-Soo. Seattle Consul General Lee 

Hae-Soon played host to the event. 
Kim, speaking in Korean, said at one 

point that the communist regime in 
Pyongyang "had no choice but to devel
op a nuclear program" because of its 
political isolation and economic deterio
ration, according to a translation. He 
cited the collapse of communism in the 
Soviet Union, the shift by Eastern 
Europe from communist to capitalist 
systems and South Korea's own opening 
of diplomatic relations with China last 
year as creating a sense of panic among 
the regime of Kim ii-Sung. 

Korean Americans said Kim's re
marks evoked a feeling of quiet determi-

nation and resolve to prevail in the 
impasse. Kim did not mention recent 
reports alleging a Clinton administra
tion plan to offer canceling the 1994 
Team Spirit military maneuvers in ex
change for North Korean acceptance of 
nuclear inspections. 

"This wasn't an official speech," said 
Tacoma resident Sul-ja Warnick, a mem
ber of the state's Asian-American Affairs 
Commission. "But he wanted to leave a 
firm message (with China) to help dis
courage the North Koreans." 

Kim also spoke at length over the 

. See KOREA, Page B8 
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Happy 
Hanukkah 

December a month 
for many holidays 
By Nancy Bartley 
The News Tribune ------------ -----December· It's the montb 'l>'t1en the airwaves are 
full of Christmas carols and t 1€ :nalls packed with 
shoppers. It's also the month tor Hanukkah, and 
Grant Elementary Schovi tea<.h<!I Sulja Warnick 
tries to blend the menorahs among the mistletoe. 

In her classroom, Warmck emphasizes December 
as a month of holidays celebrated by a wide variety 
of.people and cultures 

It comes naturally to her- She 1s the epitome of 
international, born in Korea raised Buddhist, con
verted to Judaism and noVI. teaching a ..... ass of Cam
bodian students in a biling,, .. l edm.:ation program. 

On the door to her classr Jon. is a poster of Hanuk
kah - which begins at sundown Tuesday in addi
tion to one about Christmas On a bulletin board are 
illustrations of how December holidays are celebrat
ed around the world. 

But on doors throughout the rest of the school are 
illustrations of bells, elves, Santas and candy canes. 
The pervasive Christmas theme is evident, even 
without the religiom, dogma 

The result for Jewish children - and those of 
other cultures - may be a feeling of being lost in 
Christmas Land. 

That's why Warnick empnasizes .uany wmter holi
days. 

"I do that so students who celebrate other holidays 
don't feel left out," she said. 

Students are given opportunity to talk about the 
winter holiday common to their families. 

In the Warnick household, the key winter holiday is 
Hanukkah, the Jewish Festival of Lights, which con
tinues for eight days. 

It's not a major holiday in the Jewish religion. 
However, it counterbalances the Christmas festivi
ties by providing families with eight days of gift 
giving, special foods and family togetherness. 

Hanukkah :Jy,u .............._~_ 
IQak·schooJ ~• ~ 

'ist llJg a S.. She ha J 
Continued from A4 ,, IQas Pia cl1Jta c1 s lJar. 
-----------:• t IQ Y. cllJs o < 

g th <lke IQ r 
the Romans, the Jews revolflat e IQe e feeJ • 1 

against all odds won Whr , too ,, ~0rah awk f . ' . '--- , s,,e ' cllJd • ! 
went to purify the temple, tlte said. We 
found only enough oil to light the b:::a: 
holy l~mp for just a single day. Then 
the miracle of Hanukkah occurred: 
The lamp burned for eight days. 
. In celebration of the event, each 

mgh~ a candle on the menorah is lit 
for e1g~t day~. For many, it's a cere
mony rich with tradition. 

"1'".'e been l~cky," said Angela 
War?.1ck, 15, Su!Ja Warnick's daugh
~er. I never felt deprived not hav-
rng Christmas because I have 
Han_ukkah, and it lasts eight days." ANG 

Gifts are given each night. 1 

When she and her sister Gina 12 
were young children, they lived i~ 
Korea and were not exposed to 
Christmas. When they moved to Ta
coma a few years later, they were 
~ell-grounded in their Jewish tradi
tions. 

"I don't feel left out," she said. 

J 

Teacher Sulja Warnick is a Korean Jew who feels 

The commercialization of Christmas - and the 
onslaught of presents that accompanies it - can be 
difficult for some Jewish children, said Rabbi Rich
ard Rosenthal of Temple Beth El. 

"The true theme of Christmas season is struggling 
against being used for commercial value," he said. 



Community group opens center 
East 
Tacoma: 
$1.3 million 
facility just 
the start 
for Korean 
Women's 
Association 

BY DAVID WICKERT 
The News Tribune 

More than 30 years after it was found
ed as a social club, the Korean Women's 
Association bas moved into new quarters 
fitting for the major institution it has be· 
come. 

On Thursday, the association dedica t• 
ed a $1.3 million, 10,000-square-foot 
community service center in East Taco
ma that will house 22 social service pro
grams ranging from Enjllisb clas,es to 
mental health services. 

It also broke ground on a $J .2 million 
emergency domestic violence shelter 
that will support Asian women - the first 

■ The Korean Women's Association can be 
reached at 253-535-4202 or at 125 E. 
96th St., Tacoma. WA 98445. 

of its kind in the Northwest 
Members called it a milestone for a 

group that has grown to serve thousands 
of people of many nationalities. 

"This is an exciting day for all of us," 
said Sulja Warnick, chairwoman of the 
KWA board of directors. ·' Finally, we 
have our own home and building." 

The Korean Women's Association did
n't have much besides the homes of its 
members when it was founded in 1972. A 

. Please see Center, 84 

PETER HALEY I THE NEWS TRIBUNE 

From left, KWA leaders Ok Sun Wilson, Nam Hi Kim and 
Sulja Warnick at the group's center in Tacoma on Thursday. 

■ 
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small group of Korean women -
many married to U.S. military 
personnel - wanted to ease their 
culture shock. So they met to 
speak their own language. eat Ko• 
rean food and reminisce about 
their home country. . 

Soon. they were helping the 
victims of domestic violence, shel• 
tering them in their own homes. 
Over .the years, the association 
expanded its services, using a se
ries of rented facilities. 

Today. it hosts and administers 
programs serving more than 
1.500 people a month. They help 
the elderly. young people. the dis
abled. immigrants, refugees and 

abused women and children. 
They serve people speaking 17 
different languages. 

The new facility, at 125 E. 96th 
St .. gives the KWA room it has 
needed for years. 

'"This building is overdue." 
Warnick said. "Our programs suf
fered a lot. We had not enough 
space." · 

More space is coming. Next 
year, the KWA will have a 19-bed 
emergency shelter for Asian 
women who are victims of do
mestic violence. KWA already 
serves up to 176 domestic vio
lence victims each year. TI1e new 
facility will aid those efforts. 

Several hundred people at• 
tended Thursday's dedication. in 
cluding numerous elected offi
cials. But no guest was more wel
come than Nam Hi Kim. a found-

ing member of the Korean 
Women's Association who moved 
to Texas in 1986. Kim received an 
emotional welcome from current 
members as they honored her for 
starting a group that has blos
somed to play a big role in the 
lives of so many. 

·· rm so proud." Kim said. 
Pride was a common theme as 

KWA members thanked the 
donors and government agencies 
responsible for the new building. 
They pledged those efforts will 
bear fruit for years to come. 

.. I hope that this building will 
stay forever," said Ok Sun Wil
son, who chaired the building 
committee. "Long after I am 
gone, I know this building will 
still stand." 

David Wickert: 253-274-734/ 
david.wicker1@niail.1rib11et.com 
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Community group opens center 
East 
Tacoma: 
$1.3 million 
facility just 
the start 
for Korean 
Women's 
Association 

BY DAVID WICKERT 
The News Tribune 

More than 30 years after it was found
ed as a social club, the Korean Women's 
Association has moved into new quarters 
fitting for the major institution it has be
come. 

On Thursday, the association dedicat
ed a $1.3 million, 10,000-square-foot 
community service center in East Taco
ma that will house 22 social service pro
grams ranging from English classes to 
mental health services. 

It also broke ground on a $1.2 million 
emergency domestic violence shelter 
that will support Asian women - the first 

■ The Korean Women's Association can be 
reached at 253-53~202 or at 125 E. 
96th St., Tacoma, WA 98445. 

of its kind in the Northwest. 
Members called it a milestone for a 

group that has grown to serve thousands 
of people of many nationalities. 

"This is an exciting day for all of us," 
said Sulja Warnick, chairwoman of the 
KWA board of directors. ''Finally, we 
have our own home and building." 

The Korean Women's Association did
n't have much besides the homes of its 
members when it was founded in 1972. A 

. Please see Center, 84 

PETER HAtEY I THE NEWS TRIBUNE 

From left, KWA leaders Ok Sun Wilson, Nam Hi Kim and 
Sulja wamick at the group's center in Tacoma on Thursday. 
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small group of Korean women -
many married to U.S. military 
personnel - wanted to ease their 
culture shock. So they met to 
speak their own language, eat Ko
rean food and reminisce about 
their home country. 

Soon. they were helping the 
victims of domestic violence. shel
tering them in their own homes. 
Over .the years, the association 
expanded its services, using a se
ries of rented facilities. 

Today. it hosts and administers 
programs serving more than 
1,500 people" month. They help 
the elderly. ~ people, the dis
abled . imm," .,its. refugees and 

abused women and children. 
They serve people speaking 17 
different languages. 

The new facility, at 125 E. 96th 
St. . gives the KWA room it has 
needed for years. 

"This building is overdue." 
Warnick said. "Our programs suf
fered a lot. We had not enough 
space." · 

More space is coming. Next 
yea r. the KWA will have a 19-bed 
emergency shelter for Asian 
women who are victims of do
mestic violence. KWA already 
serves up to 176 domestic vio
lence victims each year. The new 
facility will aid those efforts. 

Several hundred people at
tended Thursday's dedication, in
cluding numerous elected offi
cials. But no guest was more wel
come than Nam Hi Kim. a found-

ing member of the Korean 
Women's Association who moved 
to Texas in 1986. Kim received an 
emotional welcome from current 
members as they honored her for 
starting a group that has blos
somed to play a big role in the 
lives of so many. 

·Tm so proud." Kim said. 
Pride was a common theme as 

KWA members thanked the 
donors and government agencies 
responsible for the new building. 
They pledged those efforts will 
bear fruit for years to come. 

" l hope that this building will 
stay forever ," said Ok Sun Wil
son, who chaired the building 
committee. " Long after I am 
gone. I know this building will 
still stand.'' 

DavidWic' 
· david. wickem 

' 53-274-7341 
,. tribnet.com 
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Asian American Alliance taps Warnick 
as top citizen for community service 

Sulja Warnick of Tacoma has Warnick, who came here from 
been named Citizen of the Year Korea about 10 years ago, is the 
by the Asian American Alliance principal of the Korean Lan-
in recognition of her contribu- guage School in Tacoma. Among 
tions to the community. the accomplishments she consid-

The award was to be present- ers her most important is the 
ed at the group's annual luau Korean language library she ini-
Saturday. tiated about four years ago while 

Warnick is a past president of president of the Korean Worn-
the Korean Women's Association en's Association. 
and a member of the governor's She believes it is the only such 
Comrrussion on Asian American library in the United States. 
Affairs and the Korean Sister "I'm very proud of that," War-
City Committee for Tacoma, nick said. "The whole communi-
said Liz Dunbar, an Asian Amer- ty is proud to have such a 
ican Alliance board member. library." 

Di1nbar said Warnick also has The 4,000-book collection is 
nurmred coalitions between var- Sulja Warnick housed in the Lakewood Commu-
ious Asian American groups. nity Center and is open to the 

"Through all these activites, Korean community in particular public. She said there are several 
she has been working to promote and the Pierce County communi- history books on Korea written 
po·sitive relations between the ty in general," Dunbar said. in English. 

IL-------------------' 
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ESSAY CONTEST WINNER: 

MARIYA GNATYUK 

WHY I WANT TO BECOME 

A U.S. CITIZEN 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, an American writer 
introduced me to America in 1965 when I re~d 
her book 'Uncle Tom's Cabin', translated into 
the Russian language. A former president, 
Abraham Lincoln said that this little woman 
contributed greatly to slavery abolishment 
and the creation of the America. 

I was born and lived in the Ukraine for 49 
years. Ukraine was a republic that belonged 
to the former Soviet Union. It was a 'Union' 
but communist governed the life and fate of 
the common people. It was a brutal, bloody 
minded political regime; laws were ignored, 
and people weren't able to find a job. They 
lived half-starving. The communistic regime 
persecuted Christians. I had to go through 
many difficulties, and didn't even smile in the 
last years of my life in Ukraine. Life had lost 
its value to me. 

On October 23, 2000, I made my first step 
onto American soil at the New York Airport. 

· I hardly believed it! I saw American people 
around me who smiled kindly at me and tried 
to tell me something in English. I thought then, 
'Why do they smile? \Vhy are they joyful?' 

At first, I lived in Kent, WA. Again, I saw 
people's smiles everywhere: outside, in stores, 
offices, clinics. When I came to America I had 
very bad health. Here, I've had four surgeries. 
At the present time, I am under the watch of my 
doctors and receive free care. 

Everybody addresses me with respect 
here and the people still smile at me. I am 
happy here and have many friends and kind 
neighbors. I want to live again! 

It strikes me that police only stop drivers here 
when they violate the laws, unlike in Ukraine, 
where people were actually afraid of the police 
because of corruption. Policemen here are polite 
and do not push people down. Freedom is 
very important in ones life! People in America 
have religious freedom, freedom to worship 
God, freedom to receive education, and the 
freedom to work and rest after work. 

The constitution protects US citizens and 
the laws benefit people, too. I am thankful for 
everything. Those are my reasons for why I 
want to become a citizen of America and be able 
to have the right to vote. 

Author Profile ..... . 

Mariya Gnatyuk was a pastor's child in 
the Ukraine in September 18, 1951. She came 
to America with her youngest daughter as 
a refugee. Her husband Yaroslav couldn't 
adjust his life in America and returned to 
Ukraine later. Now, she lives with her dauo-hter 
in Tacoma. Mariya has attended a KWA 

0 

Citizenship Class since June 2006. She has 
already filed her citizenship application and 
is waiting for the interview. According to :1er 
Citizenship teacher, Antonina Adamov, Mariya 
is well-respected by other students. 

**** KWA citizenship department had a writing 
contest during month of May. More than thirty 
students entered the contest. Among them, this story 
was chosen as the best story and Mariya received 
$100 as a prize. * (Editor's note) 
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Photo courtesy of Pierce County 

An aerial view of T_he Orchard property in 1983 shows acres of semitrailers without the cabs, junked cars and other unidentifiable trash. 
Today, the land is home to a small low-income housing development and a fruit orchard. The first harvest is expected in 2010. 

EYESORE 
CONTINUED FROM Bl 

received the 2006 Community 
Development Award fro m the 
National Association for County 
Community and Economic De
velopment. 

"Many people visit here, and 
they say, 'Oh, we want to stay 
here;" said Sun Dang, 62, resident 
manager of the property. "It's so 
peaceful here:' 

Volunteers last year planted 
340 apple and plum trees. Now 
they're 6 to 8 feet tall. A full har
vest is expected in 2010, although 
some trees already have fustfruits 
on them. 

Sok Dang, 66, Sun's husband, 
is the primary caretaker of the 
trees. He fixes hoses that have 
been nibbled on by critters, checks 
the health of the trees and picks 

-up rocks and carries them in his 
hands to a pile he has created. 

The ground is not level enough 
for him to use a wheelbarrow. 

"I worked even on July 4;' he 
said as he sr:1..iled._ "It's a lot of 
work!' . 

The Dangs came to the United 
States in 1971 from South Korea 
following Sun Dang's sister, who 
already had immigrated. Sok 
Dang, who ran an auto-body shop 
in Federal Way, had two years of 

THE ORCHARD TIMEL!NE: The Tacoma-Pierce County 
• Health Department acquired the former junkyard through sheriff's 

foreclosure. The property was listed by the state Department of 
Ecology as a hazardous waste site. 

1999: The health department approached the county Department 
of Community Services about cleanup. The concept of tl!rning it 
into housing and a fruit orcliard was developed. 
2000: The health department do11ated the property to the Pierce 
County Community Development Corporation, a municipal non
profit entity created to provide funding for affordable housing and 
economic development us ing federal money. 
2000-01: The site was tested and cleaned. 
2002-03: The site plan was developed using low-impact 
development principles, and wa? approved. - _ 
2003: The county advertised the property for potential ownership 
and operation. Korean Women's Association was chosen for the 
task. 
2004-05: Development began, and the trees were planted. 
May 2006: The project was completed and dedicated. 

experience in the 1960s at a flow
er farm in the far eastern country, 
but not much knowledge about 
caring for an 0rchard. 

So, Sok Dang is learning about 
it on the Internet, and, when 
leaves turn colors that worry the 
couple, Sun Dang puts them in a 
sandwich bag and takes them to 
the garden center at Home De
pot. 

She also takes care of a small 
patch of community garden where 
she grows lettuce, radishes, cab
bage and other vegetables for the 
residents. 

The total project cost was al
most $1.6 million with the major
ity coming from federal Depart
ment of Housing and Urban De
velopment grants. About $90,000 
came from the state Housing Trust 
Fund, said Bryan Schmid, a loan 
officer with Pierce County's De
partment of Community Servic
es. 

Private donors helped out, in
cluding general contractor Scott 
Bergford of Olympia, Milgard 
Windows and Tacoma Truss Sys
tems. 

Residents pay 30 percent of 

their income in rent, and the n 
is covered by the federal. low-in
come housing program. 

The Korean Women's Associa
tion owns the projectafterpayi r1g 
$960,000 to the county. 

The group, which began in 
1972 as a domestic violence vic
tim advocate center, operates se
nior and other housing services. 

The homes at The Orchard are 
built with energy efficient walls 
and are equipped with radiant 
heat systems, which coun_ty offi
cials hope will heat the houses for 
between $300 and $400 annually, 
said Rand Bullinger, rehabilitation 
specialist with the county's Com
munity Services. 

It'll be a while before the Dangs 
can bring in a tractor to level the 
grow1d so that Sok Dang can use 
a lavvnmower instead of weeding 
by hand. It's a lot of work before 
the trees mature en9ugh so that 
not much care is needed. 

But the couple said they enjoy 
the labor and living in the country. 
And they know their work will 
mean a lot to others eventually. 

"It's a blessing to help othf'· 
needy families;· Sun Dang said. 

Eijiro Kawada: 253-597-8633 
eijiro.kawada@thenewstribune.com 
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LITTL E 'l'R EES W IL L FEED MANY SOMEDAY 

RUSS CARMAC K/The News Tribune 
Resident managers Sok, left, and Sun Dang check young plum trees Wednesday In an 18.3-acre former junkyard near Roy, An award-winning Pierce County project 
has turned the land into a six-home low-income housing development and a working orchard that will eventually supply food banks and meal sites. 

From eyesore to place of life, growth 
A Pierce County project that tran,forms 
a former junkyard into an orchard and 
low-income homes wins a national prize. 

BY El)IRO KAWADA 
• The News Tribune 

From the air it used to look like a mobile
home park; only what seemed like homes were 
semitrailers without the cabs. Junked cars and 
trucks surrounded them, as well as piles and piles 

ofwho-Jmows-what. 
Aerial photos from the.early 1980s painted 

such a picture of the 18.3-acre property just out
side the city ofRoy. 

Today, six homes sit neatly surrounding a cul
de-sac, and an orchard covers the majority of the 
property. 

i; 
~ ;unk is gone. In June, six families moved 

. one-of-a-kind project, Pierce County 
tumed afom1erjunkyard into low-income hous-

ing plus an orchard. The residents take care of 
the farm, and its produce will supply 74 food 
banks and meal sites across the county. 

"There were just random mounds every
where;• said David Ottey, executive director of 
the Emergency Food Network, recalling how the • 
property looked before the project "You had to 
hike in'.' 

The project is nanied The Orchard. It recently 

Please see EYESORE, page 83 
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Rusting junk will yield bounty 
Recluse's roost becomes The Orc~ard, a unique low-income project 
Pierce County and nonprofit 
agencies are turning a former 
junkyard near. Roy into a low
income housing development 
and orchard to supply food banks. 

BY EIJIRO KAWADA 
The News Tribune . 

A man named Rosch used to live on an 
18-acre property south of Roy, where he 
collected ~cldoads of scrap metal, bar
rels of unknown substances and surplus 
materials from Fort Lewis and else
where. 

He was a recluse without family mem
bers nearby, according to one neighbor. 
He was rarely there, said another. 

The description of the man is sketchy, 
and no one seems to remember his first 
name. But what neighbors agree on is that 
he died some time ago and· left jurik scat
tered all over. 

Now Pierce Comity and area nonprof
it agencies are turning the land into some
thing they see as .one-of-a-kind : a low-in
come housing project with fruit trees and 
a garden that woulcl supply the county's 
foodbanks. · 

It is called The Orchard. 

"We have never done anything like 
this:' said Gary Aden, administrative pro
gram manager for Pierce County Com
munity Services' housing program. 

The project will include six 1,195-
square-foot, three-bedroom rental homes 
for low-income families, a 12-acre or
chard and a 2,500-square-foot garden. 

The Korean Women's Association will 

Please see ORCHARD, back page 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED 
Whether you want to pitch in or live 
there, where to start looking. BACK PAGE 
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ORCHARD 
CONTINUED FROM 81 

own and oversee the housing 
project, the Emergency Food Net
work will run the orchard and 
residents there will grow what 
they want to eat. 

Aden said site work is under 
way, and home construction 
should begin in a few weeks with 
completion planned for July. The 
cost of the $1 million project will 
be covered mostly by federal dol
lars, along with labor, material, 

· cash and other donations from lo
cal businesses and residents. 

The Master Builders Associa
tion of Pierce County is trying to 
build all six houses with donated 
labor and materials from its mem
bers, said president Dave Graff. 

"Our mission is to provide af
fordable housing:' he said. "This 
project is right down our alley:' 

Lua Prichard, executive direc
tor of the community service 
group Korean Women's Associa
tion, said she'll begin accepting 
tenant applications this month. 

Aden said a family of four with 
an annual income of $45,000 or 
less can apply. The monthly rent 
runs around $1,000 for a three
bedroom house, and the program 
requires a qualified family to put 
30 percent of its gross income to
ward rent. The federal Section 8 
voucher program picks up the dif
ference. 

After hearing rumors that the 
county was bringing criminals to 
the property, some neighbors are 
anxiously waiting to see what hap
pens. Others in the area have 
praised the county's effort to revi
talize the land, which it acquired 
some 20 years ago. 

In the 1970s, Rosch collected 
castoffs including hundreds of air
plane seats, countless Jeep wind
shields and miles of submarine 
wire used to drag boats. 

Neighbors worried about pos
sible contamination of groundwa
ter and a nearby creek from what
ever was stored in those barrels. 
They brought it to the county's at-

Want to donate? Those 
with materials, labor, cash or 
other items for The -Orchard 
project should call Gary 
Aden at the Pierce County 
Community Services' housing 
program, 253-798-6912. 
Want to live there? Th.ose 
interested in living in these 
houses should call Lua Prich
ard at the Korean Women's 
Association, 253-535-4202. 

tention in the early 1980s. 
In the end, Aden said, sheriff's 

deputies, health officials and state 
Department of Ecology represen
tatives, along with a SWAT team, 
went out to the property. 

"The story that I got was that 
Mr. Rosch came out and gave up 
the keys/ Aden said. 

Some time later Rosch died, 
and the county ended up with the 
title to the property without mon
ey to clean it up. 

In 2000, the county community 
services department eyed the 
property and came up with a plan 
to clean it up and develop it for 
low-income housing. Along the 
way, other agencies got involved. 

"The Orchard is a logical exten
sion of what the Emergency Food 
Network has become in the coun
ty;' said David Ottey, network 
executive director. 

Ottey's group also runs an 8-
acre farm near Puyallup to distrib
ute fresh produce to county food 
banks. The Orchard could do the 
same, as well as provide apples to 
the network's cannery project 
where volunteers pack and dis
tribute cans of food to food 
banks. 

The group plans to plant 120 
plum trees in about a third of the 
orchard, and 260 apple and pear 
trees in the rest. 

Residents will be encouraged to 
get involved. ''We are trying to 
make it, community effort down 
there;' Ottey said. 

Eijiro Kawada: 253-597-8633 
eijiro.kawada@thenewstribune.com 

-------- -- --
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A building for the future 
Korean association breaks ground for retirement housing 
Bv DEBBY ABE 

THE NEWS TRIBUNE 

Members of the Korean Women's Association 
dug dirt and feasted with friends on Wednes
day. 

And with each shovel of earth turned and 
each friendly word passed, they built toward 
their future while celebrating their past. 

Under racing clouds and wind-driven driz
zle, the association's members broke ground 
Wednesday afternoon on a $2 million retire
ment housing project in Tacoma's South End, 
then dashed to a banquet in downtown Ta\:O
ma to commemorate their 25th anniversary. 

State Sen. Rosa Franklin told the association 
members, "You have worked hard; you've 
made great contributions to the community. 
And this housing for seniors is so important. 
It's a wonderful day." 

The fanfare represented another benchmark 
for the thriving social service agency. 

Xhe group started in 1972 as a social club of 
Korean women married to American service
men. But as more Koreans moved to Pierce 
County, the club began to provide translation, 
transportation and other services to Korean 
families and later to other Asian immigrants 
and Pacific Islanders. 

Dl'AN J. KOEPFLER/THE NEWS TRIBUNE 

Korean Women's Association members donned hard hats and tradltlonal dresses 
Wednesday at groundbreaking for a retirement housing project In Tacoma's South End. 

At the groundbreaking, association mem
bers, dressed in billowy fuchsia and peach 
''hanbok'' gowns, tiptoed through the mud and 
tossed spades full of dirt in the air to symbol
ically signal the start of construction. 

''It's raining, but we feel great," said an ebul
lient Sulja Warnick; who heads the associa
tion's retirement housing effort. 

The group eventually expanded its reach to 
the general public, especially when it received 
state and Pierce County grants in 1987 to 
provide home care services and hot lunch pro
grams. In 1992, the group bought its own of
fice on a 2.6-acre site at 125 E . 96th St. in the 
South End. 

Please see Future, BS 

Future 
Continued from Bl 

Today, the association operates 
with a $4.8 million budget and em
ploys 336 part-time and full-time 
workers, assisted by 89 volunteers. It 
specializes in providing culturally. 
appropriate services to ethnic mi• 
norities but offers its services to peo
ple of all nationalities. 

With the help of state and county 
grants, it offers 17 programs, in
cluding three ethnic meal sites, a se
nior day-care center, a domestic vio
lence outreach project, and personal 
home-care services for hundreds of 
disabled and elderly clients through
out Pierce County. 

The retirement complex will mark 
the group's entry into another venue. 
The association is building the 25-

million grant from the U.S. Depart
ment of Housing and Urban Devel
opment. The complex is behind the 
women's association office. 

Once it opens in November, Pacif
ic Villa will offer multicultural ameni
ties, said Warnick, president of the 
Pacific Villa Housing Development 
Council, a subsidiary of the women's 
association. 

Cupboards and sinks, for instance, 
will be placed lower than in main
stream facilities to accommodate 
shorter people, Warnick said. The 
complex will have a commons area to 
house the association's day-care pro
gram for elderly Asian and Pacific 
Islanders and other activities for res
idents. A community computer room 
will give residents the chance to send 
e-mail and surf the Web. 

Wednesday evening, 350 commu
nity members attended the group's 
anniversary banquet at the Sheraton. 

Warnick said members were sorry 

ty members but there wasn't enough 
room. 

The dinner was a chance for the 
organization to thank the individuals 
and community groups who have 
helped the agency over the years. 
The association singled out for special 
recognition Tacoma City Manager 
Ray Corpuz, Pierce County, Key
Bank, Pierce College and HUD. 

It was a heartfelt day for longtime 
association members. Warnick said 
later in an interview she nearly cried 
during the groundbreaking. 

"We grew so much from 20-some 
years ago, struggling," she said. "It's 
a thrilling day for us. We really feel 
like now we can give something to 
the community." 
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KWA has social, health programs . for Koreans 
The Korean Women's Association has grown increasingly 

successful in servicing the multi-cultural and multi-lingual public of 
Pierce County. The agency was established in 1972 with the hope 
of reaching and assisting wives of U.S. military· personnel 

In the 1970's, as the KWA became more p0pular with the 
public, its board of direaors decided to expand its mission to 
assist the general public and offer multi-lingual services to limited 
English speaking Asian immigrants and Pacific Islanders. 

There are 13 different projects under the KW A umbrella. Two 
of the most successful are the In-Home Care Services Project and 
Asian-Pacific Meal-Site Project. 

The In-Home Care Service Program consists of four 
state-federal programs: the CHORE Services Program (funded by 
the Pierce County Aging and Long Term Care Agency}. the 
COPES Personal Care Program (funded by the State Kept. of 
Social & Health Services}. the Title XIX (Medicaid}. and Personal 
Care Services (funded by PCALTCA). 

The KW A In-Home Care Project provides multi-cultural and 
multi-lingual services for clients from either the Pierce County or 
thP s-~t,. OSH<:. 0ffir p 

To qualify for these programs, one must be already accepted as 
a client by the state DSHS office or the Pierce County Aging and 
Long Term Care Agency. 

Currently, KW A's In-Home Care staff is made up of ethnic 
backgrounds including Caucasian, Korean, Black American, 

Cambodian, Spanish, Japanese, Samoan, Fijian and American 
Indians. 

In Korean culture, citiz.ens care for and respect their elders and 
those in need. Among the Korean Women's Association's mottos 
are "care for the elders," and "serve with care." Therefore, great 
care and compassion is expected of every KW A employee. 

KW A as an In-Home Care Services Agency is one of the most 
highly respected agencies in Pierce County. In fact, KWA offers 
services in a dozen zip code areas in Pierce County. 

The KWA Asian-Pacific Meal-Site Project began in January, 
1~, and consists of three ethnic meal-sites. The Korean meal-site 
is open each Wednesday at the Lakewood Community Center. The 
Filipino meal-site is Fridays at the Lake Gty Cc;>mmunity Center. 

The Koreans, like the Filipinos and Samoans, take full 
advantage of the meal-site programs and come together to 
socialize in the same language, share traditional foods and make 
friends. 

For most participants this is the only chance to get out of the 
house and socialize. 

Meal-Site participants enjoy different games, music, dances and 
0ther rec=ti0nal activities. 

Participants from all three sites took part in the Senior Gtizens 
Awareness Day, sp0nsored by the Tacoma-Pierce County Senior 
Services Agency, at the Tacoma Dome. 

The KW A Ethnic Meal-Site Programs are open to any senior 
who is interested in joining. 

in the cuu11•, - . coming out u1 
that feel thed ~f\ave the proper 
high school on 

Chi Cheon Suk, Myung So 
Community Center every W t 
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By Matt Nagle 
matt@tacomaweekly.com 

W hat started four decades ago as a 
small social club for area Korean 
women has since grown to be one 

of the largest social service agencies in the state, 
serving an average of 150,000 clients a year. Its 
name is the Korean Women's Association (KWA) 
and on Oct. 10, KWA's 40th anniversary will be 
celebrated with a "friendraising and fundraising" 
luncheon at the Greater Tacoma Convention and 
Trade Center to which the public is invited. 

The luncheon will feature a Northwest celeb
rity giving the keynote address - Jesse Jones 
from KING 5 News. Known widely as local 
hero "Get Jesse" for his investigative consun1er 
reports, Jones is a KWA ambassador because 
his mother receives home-care services from the 
non-profit organization. 

"Jesse is a perfect fit for our theme 'Hand 
in Hand,' meaning together we extend our hand 
to people in need, creating a greater reach and 
impact," said KWA Executive Director Peter 
Ansara. 

Under the theme "Hand in Hand: A Voice for 
the Voiceless," the luncheon and benefit will offer 
cultural food and entertainment, guest speakers, 
client testimonies and networking opportunities 
with the nearly 700 people expected to attend. 
Organizers are calling the event a "friendraiser" 
with the aim of building more partnerships with 
the broader community. 

"We are looking forward to sharing the life 
changing impact of our program with the com
munity," said KWA board member Chong Dam
eron. "From breast cancer navigation to low
income housing, we are about helping people 
in need." 

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS 
Back in 1972, a small group of Korean 

► See KWA I page A3 
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1992 when the qrganiza
tion first purchased the 
building used today as 
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a senior day care for 
·l clients with Alzheimer's 

• , and dementia. 

last week, Greg Newkirk of Paint Tacoma-Pierce 
Beautiful handed me a pickaxe to excavate a 
trench in the rock-packed clay of a homeowner's 
front yard on I 12th Street East. 

It was too late. 
I had drifted into deep sloth. r---;;;;;:::;;:;:;;;;:~.--,~ 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KWA 

FOUNDING MEMBERS. Among KWA's 
early visionary founders were (left to 
right, top to bottom): Myung Allard; 
Sulja Warnick, Kim Namhee, Oksun 
Wilson and Park Songja. 

KOREAN WOMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES 

40 YEARS OF SERVICE 
WHEN: 

Wednesday, Oct. 10 

TIME: 
11 :30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

WHERE: 
Greater Tacoma Convention 

and Trade Center 

TICKETS: 
www.kwahandinhand.com 

I'd lost focus and was flunking retirement, the 

► See m, AGAIN I page A3 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS 
CELEBRATE 20 YEARS OF ACTIVISM 

PHOTO BY CAROL WOLFE 

20TH ANNIVERSARY. At the Tacoma Neighborhood Councils' 20th 
anniversary celebration at the Asian Pacific Cultural Center, Tacoma 
Fire Department Medical Services Officer, Roger Edington, left, and 
Assistant Police Chief Mike Ake, far right, held the councils' banner 
as a backdrop for Bill Baarsma, Nancy Davis, Ginny Eberhardt, Skip 
and Laura Vaughn and Elton Gatewood, who have been with the 
councils from the start. 

By Kathleen Merryman 
Kathleen@tacomaweekly.com 

How would you like to have a Wal
mart instead of 83 acres of parkland 
and trails at Wapato Hills? 

Nuclear waste moving through the 
Port of Tacoma? 

No? 
Well, how about neighborhoods 

without speed bumps, banners, plant
ers, murals, street lights or a strong 
voice at every level of local govern-

ment? 
No again? 
Then thank the determined Taco

mans who fought for - and occasion
ally over and at - the neighborhood 
councils that celebrated their 20th 
armiversary Sept. 27. 

Those councils have accomplished 
exactly what their founders wanted, 
and more than a few people in Tacoma's 
city government feared: They have 
been the framework through which 

► See 20YEARS / pa~eA4 
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STAFF CUTS, NEW TAXES PROPOSED FOR TACOMA 
• DEPARTMENTS RE-ORGANIZED • HOSPITAL TAXES INCREASED, • MORE MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

By John Larson 
j/arson@tacomaweekly.com 

City Manager T.C. Broadnax has pro
posed eliminating 217 jobs as part of 
his plan for a balanced budget for the 
20 I 3/14 biennium. Broadnax proposes 

a $398.4 million General Fund budget, 
which he discussed with Tacoma City 
Council on Oct. 2. His plan would close 
the $63 million shortfall for the next two
year cycle facing the city. 

Of the jobs targeted for elimination, 
64 are vacant positions. Broadnax said he 

has spoken to union representatives about 
union positions that could be cut. Staff 
in the Human Resources Department is 
also talking with employees on the list, to 
either help them shift to other jobs within 
city government or to prepare them for 
the possibility of unemployment. 

"I would hope there are no surprises," 
he said. 

For employees who will remain, 
Broadnax offers no cost of living adj ust
ment for non-union members. He would 
restore pay cuts made this year, and 

► See BUDGET / page A 4 

'A VOICE ·FOR 
THE VOICELESS' 

HI, 
AGA 

KWA celebrates 40 years of service By Kathleen Merryman 

In August, after 29 years at The News Tri
bune, I thought I could retire. 

I loved - love - the paper and the family of 
colleagues. But I did need a break, and when I got 
the chance for it, I took it. 

For nearly three decades, News Tribune edi
tors gave me the opportunity to tell some of your 
best stories, the ones about how you face and fix 
problems. You took on crime, grief, shabbiness, 
injustice and the sense that in Pierce County, we 
settle for less. Your efforts served as patterns for 
the next neighborhood to use and adapt. You made 
this place lovely in aspect and in attitude. 

With your typical grace, when you heard I 
was leaving The News Tribune, you invited me to 
·oin you - gardening, talking up the town, paint-
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magine relocating to a foreign country d 

I where you don't speak the language an 
don't have the foggiest idea about the 

culture. . . t such a 
It was to help KKorean ;,,°c:!•1: l:ociation 

position that the. orean 
was established m 1972. 

The past 18 years has seen many c:~:::a~ 
the KW ~•sAssf~;tti:~:=~h~O:~i 't!\he public 
Womens ·ces to 
and actually provides more serv1 
non-Koreans than Koreans. 

, th KW A's services were 
In ~e J~~ i~~I!:~ an~ provide multi-cultural 

expan e • to limited 
and multi-ling~al Ase~1c~migrants and Pacific 
E glish-speakmg s1an l . 

n s· 1987 the agency's s-.?rv1ces 
~~::~~~rs!fi~~ to p~ovide for the general 

Association helps those in need 

public. 
"We provide services to Caucasians, Blacks, 

Hispanics, Cambodians, Chinese, Samoans, 
Japanese, and Laotians," said Lea Armstrong, 
KWA's executive director. "We want people to 

know that we are thankful for the help we've 
received from the American public." 

KWA's expanded list of activities now 
includes Asian-Pacific meal sites (for Korean's, 
Filipinos and Samoans), CHORE services, 
COPES personal care services, Title XIX 
(Medicaid) personal care services, English as a 
second language classes, job placement, 
interpretation and translation services, Korean 
language library, foot care services for 
seniors, Korean language classes and a written 
driver's license test. 

Only the governing body of the KW A is 
Korean. The association employs people from 
all different backgrounds. Armstrong joined 
the association .in January 1976. 

She said they used to meet in an apartment 
and had no budget. She now spends much of 
her time in Olympia accumulating funds which 
now total more than $876,410. 



B-2 The News Tribune, Tacoma, Sun., Jan. 25, 1987 --- - _..,..., 
sian American Alliance taps Warnick 

as top citizen for community service 
Sulja Warnick of Tacoma has 

been named Citizen of the Year 
by the Asian American Alliance 
in recognition of her contribu
tions to the community. 

The award was to be present
ed at the group's annual luau 
Saturday. 

Warnick is a past president of 
the Korean Women's Association 
and a member of the governor's 
Commission on Asian American 
Affairs and the Korean Sister 
City Committee for Tacoma, 
said Liz Dunbar, an Asian Amer
ican Alliance board member. 

Dunbar said Warnick also has 
nurtured coalitions between var
ious Asian American groups. 

"Through all these activites, 
she has been working to promote 
positive relations between the 

Sulja Warnick 
Korean community in particular 
and 1,.,., r· 1erce County communi
t~• ;n ge11er<1l," Dunbar said. 

Warnick, who came here from 
Korea about 10 years ago, is the 
principal of the Korean Lan
guage School in Tacoma. Among 
the accomplishments she consid
ers her most important is the 
Korean language library she ini
tiated about four years ago while 
president of the Korean Wom
en's Association. 

She believes it is the only such . 
library in the United States. 

"I'm very proud of that," War
nick said. "The whole communi
ty is proud to have such a 
library." 

The 4,000-book collection is 
housed in the Lakewood Commu
nity Center and is open to the 
public. She said there are several 
history books on Korea written 
in English. 



Community group opens center 
East 
Tacoma: 

$1.3 million 
facility just 
the start 
for Korean 
Women's 
Association 

BY DAVID WICKERT 
The News Tribune 

More than 30 years after it was found
ed as a social club, the Korean Women's 
Association has moved into new quarters 
fitting for the major institution it has be
come. 

On Thursday, the association dedicat
ed a $1.3 million, 10,000-square-foot 
community service center in East Taco
ma that will house 22 social service pro
grams ranging from English classes to 
mental health services. 

It also broke ground on a $1.2 million 
emergency domestic violence shelter 
that will support Asian women - the first 

■ The Korean Women's Association can be 
reached at 253-535-4202 or at 125 E. 
96th St., Tacoma, WA 98445. 

of its kind in the Northwest. 
Members called it a milestone for a 

group that has grown to serve thousands 
of people of many nationalities. 

"This is an exciting day for all of us," 
said Sulja Warnick , chairwoman of the 
KWA board of directors. "Finally, we 
have our own home and building." 

The Korean Women 's Association did
n't have much besides the homes of its 
members when it was founded in 1972. A 

Please see Center, B4 

PETER HALEY I THE NEWS TRIBUNE 

From left, KWA leaders Ok Sun Wilson, Nam Hi Kim and 
Sulja Warnick at the group's center in Tacoma on Thursday. 

• 
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.WEEKEND 

Vair Ettinger 

NEW YORK - Central Synagogue in 
midtown Manhattan is historic not 
only because its building is a recog
nized landmark and its congregation 
among the oldest in New York State. 
In 2013, Central also made history by 
appointing Angela Warnick Buchdahl 
- the first Asian-American rabbi and 
cantor - senior rabbi,· after she had 
served as senior cantor there from 
2006. Despite being something of a 
celebrity in the United States, Buch
dahl is hardly recognized in Israel, a 
fact that also illijstrates the growing 
divide between Israel and the Jewish 
community in the U.S. 

Born in South Korea in 1972, to a 
Buddhist mother and Jewish father, 
Buchdahl immigrated to the U.S. with 
her family at age 5 and was raised as a 
Jew, attending a Reform synagogue in 
Washington State. During her first trip 
to Israel, she encountered challenges 
to her religious identity and decided to 
undergo an Orthodox conversion at age 
21, to "reaffirm" her Jewishness. 

Today, serving as the rabbi of one of 
New York's most prestigious Reform 
synagogues, Buchdahl, who was previ
ously unwilling to perform interfaith 
marriage ceremonies, now has a policy 
of opening Central's doors to anyone 
who wants to live as a Jew- with or with
out their undergoing conversion. Rabbi 
Buchdahl sat down with me to discuss 
her unique congregation, why she re
versed course on performing interfaith 
marriages, the future of tribalism and 
ethnicity, as well as the future of Juda
ism as she sees fr. 

Rabbi Buchdahl, many Israeli Jews 
wouldn't consider you very Jewish 
based on your looks and your name, 
yet you are recognized as a prominent 
Jewish leader in the U.S .. For many, 
you even represent the realization of an 
American Jewish dream. How do you 
reconcile those things? 

"I feel that paradox when I go to Is
rael. In some·way I feel deeply at home 
there. I also feel. . .like I am a unicorn or 
a freak. Being a female rabbi is still a 
little strange for most Israelis, and being 
Asian and Jewish - I represent a Juda
ism that basically does not exist in Isra
el, one that is deeply, Jewishly grounded 
and has a lot of ritual elements, and yet 
doesn't really grapple with halakha 
[Jewish law] as they see it. Part of 
what's really different is that it is much 
less rooted in a sense of Jewish racial 
identity. There is still peoplehood, but I 
bring a whole other cultural identity as 
a Korean woman. There are many Israe
lis for whom their identity is nationality 
and ethnicity .... And that part of what I 
am representing is a form of religious 
Judaism that is not religious in any way 
that they understand religious to be." 

Would.it be fair to say that the same 
things that some Israelis would judge 
critically are what your community at 
r'.P.ntrnl r.nn.<,irlP.r .<, imnnrtnnt? 

Buchdahl. "When I go to Israel, I feel deeply at home. I also feel. . .like I am a unicorn or a freak. Being a female rabbi is still a little strange for most Israelis, and being Asian 
and Jewish- I represent a Judaism that basically does not exist in Israel." Gili Gerz 

'I'm no Jewish 
window-ttressing' 

Groundbreaking U.S. Reform rabbi Angela Buchdahl had an Orthodox conversion, but now welcomes 
to her (worldwide) congregation anyone - even . interfaith couples - committed to leading a Jewish life 

should we do all those things, we should 
actually seek out intermarriage because 
we should be mixing out our gene pool 
and our idea pool. That took it to the next 
level anq freaked everyone out." 

What did you think? 
"As a person who officiates at inter

faith marriages, I still find it really 
upsetting, even though I come from in
terfaith marr iage. Something about it, 
the rejection of particularism to such 
an extreme, to me, is ultimately about 
er :=iciir.:=ition of .Tnci:=iism ;:inci .Tnci ;:i ism i s 

clear : I'm not there to provide Jewish 
winqow-dressing. I require that they 
tak~ the Judaism cour~e before their 
marriage. I don't require them to com
mit to conversion, but if you say you 
are committed to creating a JewiE~. 
household, you should know what it is." 

Would it bother you, ,for example, 
if the non-Jewish spouse lcontinues to 
put up a Christmas tree, or even just 
honor his parents by walking with them 
to church on Sundays? 

"Tt's imnort;:int ;:inci Jewish . oi-

ship, while we have something like 800 
families on our waiting list. I grew up 
in a ,completely different ki.lld of syna
gQgue in Tacoma, Washington. It is a 
o e-rabbi congregation, witp ;3,00 fami,
b •s that came from within 30 miles, so 
ewery one of us as ch~ldren was one of 
two or three Jews in school, or '.!Ven the 
only one. What I valued about tl~is ex
perience is that I saw that small-town 
Judaism can be extremely powerful." 

Yet some of these communities are 
shrinkinir or rl i .<,nnnP.nrinl!. 

big responsibility that I'm representing 
Judaism. After Pittsburgh [referring to 
the shooting deaths of 11 worshipers at 
a synagogue, in October], I was on the 
'Tod;=iy' show. I djdn't feally want to do 
it, honestly, because 1 don't really like 
being on TV, but I did it because it felt 
important to talk after Pittsburgh. And 
then I thought to myself: I am the face 
of Judaism for hundreds of millions of 
people in America that watch the 'To
day' show. It's kind of nuts." 

I 
Friday, January 11, 2019 I Haaretz 

synagogue, a least half of the service 
is in Hebrew, nd of the prayer, I think 
75 percent is ebrew. We very rarely 
do readings i English, but I'm not only 
talking about anguage. I was a cantor 
for eight year , and I felt my job was to 
educate my c munity and help them 
develop a tast or the many eras of Jew
ish music. I di the traditional hazanut 
and old melo · es that we could trace 
back to the 9t century. Sometimes we 
sing really old chool melodies like ver

, sions of 'Adon lam' that people grewuI? 
with in the 'SO , and sometimes I pick a 
song that you re going to hear on the 
radio, or something like 'America th 
Beautiful.' Part of what we're doing is 
reminding peope of the many commu
niti~s we are a p,h of." 

You used to sng Rav Shlomo Carle
bach's melodies, but took a hiatus fol
lowing posthumcus allegations of sexu
al misconduct or,his part. Why? 

"We did a lot of Carlebach, but we 
stopped for one rear, and that will be 
over [this month] It is not my job to do 
teshuva [repenta1ce] for him. My job 
is to listen to vic1ms and to the many 
Jews in my comnunity, in the wake of 
the #MeToo movenent, who say: I could 
not go to a singlesynagogue or single 
Jewish camp and 10t hear the music of 
the person who a~aulted me. I felt my 
responsibility wasihear those victims 
and say, I hear y1 . And while I can 
separate the artis1 _rom the art, and I 
am going to sing C,rlebach music in the 
future, I want youto know that I hear 
you. I am not· pwi.shing Carlebach. I 
don't want to get ridof the art of Picasso 
or Wagner. I actua1y feel like some of 
the most incredible1ontributions to the 
art world came fro1 the most flawed, 
complicated people. here is a spark of 
divinity even in the r,pst corrupt soul." 

Seeing women in leµiership positions 
is the norm for Jewi'fz children today, 
even in some parts of")rthodoxy. As the 
rabbinate becomes n'ore accessible to 
women, what challen:es remain? 

"Our Jewish comnunities have al
ways reflected societil problems, and 
if anyone thinks tha1 there isn't still 
sexism and sexual jlence directed 
toward women today, a er what was re
vealed through the # oo movement, 
we know that all of it st . exists, among 
Jews too. While it feelfpowerful that I 
could be named to a najor institution 
like Central, you can stµ count on one 
hand the number of won~n in roles like 
this. There is still pay iequality at all 
levels of Jewish life. Noto mention that 
[inherent] in Judaism is ., 1separation of 
responsibilities for the f Xes. ;W,:e ,c;m, .. 
feel that we-have a place put thattsrnot 
what the written word all ws for." 

Let's talk ~!3out Isnel. )M. , :h~lst 
same speech m May, MUiaet 'Chabon 
criticized Israel's occupci~on in harsh 
words, denouncing "huma.ity's jailers" 
who use security as an excz.e to oppress 
the Palestinians. What dicyou think of 
that? 

"When someone as smar as Michael 
Chahon t .s sue · Dist·<'. ... one-
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critically are what your community at 
Central considers important? 

"That's a good question. I think my 
community takes pride that I'm the first 
Asian rabbi, and the first woman to lead 
it in 180 years. I also think that when you 
have a Jewish community that is inter
marrying at a rate of 70 percent plus, the 
fact that I could be a leader in it - as a 
product of interfaith marriage from the 
1970s - gives them hope, like, 'Oh, we 
can create Jewish life in America, we 
can fall in love with non-Jews, we can 
create Jewish families."' 

This is also part of your vision. 
"This is deeply a part of my vision. Ju

daism has a message for the world that 
should be attractive to anyone, and we 
should be less tribal in feeling like it is 
only ours. That so many members of my 
community are not Jewish but are rais
ing Jewish families is significant. We 
also have the most robust conversion 
program of any synagogue that I know 
of, with over 150 students per year. We 
don't call it 'conversion'; we call it 'ex
ploring Judaism.' There is no pressure 
to convert. Most of them who come are 
in a relationship with a Jew and we make 
both of them take the class. The interest-

. ing thing is that 55 percent of them come 
to the class saying, 'I'm open to conver
sion' and when they finish, 77 percent 
of them actually convert. When they 
understand what Judaism has to offer, 
and they appreciate the meaning and joy 
it gives your life and your family - they 
want to be a part of it. I guess I repre
sent a Judaism that is not the religion 
you have to be born into. You choose it." 

How is attracting non-Jews a Jewish 
value? 

"We just read the story of Abraham 
and Sarah on Shabbat. What did Abra
ham do with his hundreds of slaves? 
He circumcised all of them; he con
verted them. Judaism didn't start with 
just Abraham and Sarah and Isaac, it 
started with hundreds of people, with a 
mixed multitude. We have this idea that 
Jews are some kind of pure breed, but 
especially when we became Diaspora 
people, and we spread out to all parts of 
the world, there is absolutely no question 
that we intermarried." 

Do you agree with novelist Michael 
Chaban, who recently sparked an up
roar by essentially saying that inter
marriage is not only a reality oflif e in the 
Diaspora, but should be a Jewish goal? 

"Part of the reason that he was so 
threatening is that he articulated an ex
treme form of something that is, in some 
ways, already embraced by progressive 
Judaism. We have opened our doors to in
termarriage, we have embraced the uni
versalism of our values and of other peo
ple, and we try not to sit in judgment for 
that. Basically what he said was, not only 

an extreme, to me, is ultimately about 
eradication of Judaism, and Judaism is 
too important to disappear. But I could 
also argue it shouldn't have to stay alive 
[just] because Jews only marry other 
Jews and are fearful of everything else." 

So that brings us back to the age-old 
question: Who is a Jew? 

"Whoever decided that they want to 
flee oppression and go to a place where 
they could have freedom and serve a re
deeming God - that is what it means to 
be a Jew. If you want to join us, you also 

'We have hundreds of 
thousands of live-streamers 
watching from all over; this 
is their Judaism. It's a whole 
new world, as techn9logy 
breaks down the barriers of 
how you build community.' 

have to stand at Sinai. Who says the ger 
[convert] wasn't standing at the foot of 
Sinai? The idea that our exclusiveness is 
racially charged is what I think of as the 
unattractive part of tribalism. 

"The reason that Judaism is still here, 
and a lot of other civilizations are not, is 
that there has been a resiliency and ab
sorption and understanding and a trans
lation of what is best in the world, that is 
then made Jewish. And with the people, 
too, we should be less afraid of absorb
ing. By the way, my Buddhist Korean 
mother has made me a much better Jew 
than my Jewish father. She had this 
whole spiritual language and my father 
was not that interested, frankly. I think 
we feel afraid that somehow this influx 
ofnon-Jews to our communities is going 
to make us diluted or less Jewish." 

Still, you initially opposed intermar
riage. What changed your mind? 

"Part of the reason I did not conduct 
interfaith marriages was that I wanted 
to send the message that it's good for 
Jews to marry Jews. I was also strongly 
influenced by the fact that my mentors 
didn't do it, so I felt that rabbis of good 
standing and integrity didn.'t perform 
intermarriages. But then people said to 
me, 'You are my rabbi, I grew up with 
you and you won't officiate at the most 
important event in my life. You reject 
my spouse and me ... but then you say, 
'We will take your money and you can 
become members [of the synagogue] 
afterward.' It just felt so hypocritical. 

"I don't do interfaith marriages for 
couples that don't want to have a Jewish 
home, or don't commit to raising Jew
ish children. I want to make this very 

to church on Sundays? 
"It's important, and Jewish, for 

someone to continue to honor their 
parents, even if they have chosen a dif
ferent path for themselves or their own 
family. I would hope that a convert to 
Judaism would not feel they have to re
ject their parents or stop visiting them. 
But visiting parents who may have a 
Christmas tree and saying, 'this is their 
tradition,' is different from bringing 
one into a Jewish home. I know from 
experience that it is challenging to 
have a Jewish home with one parent 
who is not Jewish, but it can be done .. " 

How has this new policy of opening 
up your congregation changed your 
community in recent years? 

"The community has definitely 
changed in the number of affiliated, 
deeply involved, interfaith families 
because of our incredibly welcoming 
stance. I haven't done a scientific study, 
but I see that with marriages I say yes to, 
the couples are staying a part of the Jew
ish community. I do their baby naming 
and ... they are raising Jewish families 
and ... then they come to my synagogue, 
as opposed to what happened to so many 
of them who I rejected." 

Central is · a New York institution, 
and is one of the most successful and 
wealthy U.S. synagogues. It must be a 
very different Jewish experience than 
that of a suburban Reform community. 

"I do recognize that we are in a se
rious Jewish bubble. Most synagogues 
are worrying about how they are ful
filling their budget - and we have 
an enormous endowment. Others are 
worried about keeping their member-

Yet some of these communities are 
shrinking or disappearing. 

"I think what's going to happen more 
and more - and I don't think it's neces
sarily positive - is that you are going 
to have more places like Central that 
will become Jewish centers, that are 
not only local synagogues. We have a 
number of out-of-state members, like 
this guy from Delaware who found us 
online. He joined, and now he drives 
and stays in New York for the High 
Holidays and he joins our live-stream 
service the rest of the year. He pays 
his membership dues and he wants 
us to do his funeral when he dies. We 
have hundreds of thousands of live
streamers who are watching from all 
over, and this is their Judaism. It's a 
whole new world, and this is where I 
see things going, especially as technol
ogy breaks down the barriers of how 
you build community and how far you 
can be from your synagogue. " 

You have said that hundreds of thou
sands of people from about 100 coun
tries watched your servi6es during the 
High Holy Days. How has this changed 
your role as a rabbi? 

"We have this worldwide commu
nity, so we think about how to engage 
them. We hired a rabbinical student 
who is interacting with our Facebook 
Live during holidays. This year, we 
invited them to send us the names of 
their [deceased] loved ones, so during 
the Yizkor service we put 700 names on 
the screen and you could scroll through 
them. Part of it is to say to the Jews out 
there: We see you. I'm thinking about 
these things all the time and I feel a 

day' show. It's kind of nuts." 

In favor of particularism 
On Yorn Kippur, you talked about the 

new threats of anti-Semitism in Ameri
ca,from the right and the left. That was 
before Pittsburgh. Do you think anti- · 
Semitism makes people feel more eth
nically Jewish? 

"I would be blind if I didn't think anti
Semitism forces some kind of identifica
tion of who you are, but I would be very 

'We should be less afraid 
of absorbing [others]. My 
Buddhist Korean mother 
made me a much better 
Jew than my Jewish 
father. She had this whole 
spiritual language:' 

sad if the perpetuation of Judaism was 
reliant on an influence like anti-Sem
itism. We've faced persecution for our 
entire history, but what we. are trying 
to represent and embody at Ceritral is a 
Judaism which is joyful, that you want to 
be a part of, that makes you feel there is 
hope and resilience in the world." 

So what do you see for the future of 
Jewish particularism? 

"I do not want us to lose our particu
larism. I still want us to feel that we are 
deeply connected to Jews all around the 
world. I don't want it to be about some-
one's race or DNA makeup, but I want 

' it to be about a sense of shared history 
and shared mission for the future. That 
particularism is important. I'm not say
ing we have the only truth in the world, 
but our vocabulary for that truth, which 

, embraces, for example, conflict and 
dialogue and disagreement, and which 
really embraces a sense of dignity for 
every human being and believing that 
there are other traditions besides our 
own - these are ideas and values that are 
deeply needed today." 

Let's talk about prayer at Central 
Synagogue. You reintroduced a lot of 
Hebrew, a language that many of the Re
form rabbis rejected, but you also sing 
Bob Dylan in English. 

A "Day of Rage" against violence against Palestinians, in 2015. "Young [Jewish] 
people are more upset about the issue of Palestinian treatment and occupation than 

"As a cantor, I learned that practically 
everything that is Jewish music was bor
rowed or stolen, from 'Hatikva' to melo
dies for 'Birkat Hamazon' [the blessing 
after meals]. But the bigger thing is that 
prayer is powerful for people when it 
speaks in a genre or in the language they 
understand. The Reform movement for 
a long time rejected Hebrew, but in my issues of religious pluralism." Andy Katz/Pacific Press/light Rocker 

"When someone as smar as Michael 
Chabon takes such a simp\stic... one~ 
dimensional view of Israel, am •deeply 
disappointed. Israel needs tttake some 
responsibility for some of its hd chbices 
and for some ofj the ways it ~sn't live 
up to democratic values, Jewsh v~ues. 
But for him to simply put all he blame 
on Israel, to m~ is a willful ~or1nce 
about the hist]y of this c01f1ict\, its 
origins and its • ontinued per\etu~' ion 
of how Palestin · n leadership- or ack 
of Palestinian 1 dership - emlrace the 
narrative of vi , timhood that has be
come a part of eir identity. Fir mi, it 
is incredibly irr sponsible for hm n1 to 
have done the s e amount of oinking 
and talking to p ople on the Isrreli sjde 
as he has with th Palestinians. Tl.at was 
upsetting to me, nd that he repnsented 
ReformJudaism· thatwaywasas up
setting to me." 1 

You, too, hav criticized Israel, ven 
here from the bi ah at Central. 

"My critique oµies out of deep ve, 
because ultimatl ]y if American ews 
say, 'Yes, yes, y s' to everythin hat 
is happening anci we're not ac aliy 
engaged in what is happening - hen 
we don't understa1d why our chi ren 
are feeling distan: from Israel. e're 
not educating then about what 
ing on, they feel duped by our a
gogues, which teach them onl one 
narrative. They ge; to college an they 
hear something ehe, and they sa , the 
Jewish community hasn't been nest 
with me. Ultimatelr, I think this ould 
get better and we slould be part this 
conversation." 

It seems that Jwish young dults 
have a lot of criticiim of Israel. What 
do you think concerrs your youn 
bers more - the Pale1tinian issu 
official Israeli polic)on the Kot 
basically the attiture toward t 
non-Orthodox Jews? 

"From my conve:-sations, 
young people are nore upse about 
the issue of Palestinim treat nt and 
occupation than issi.es of r ligious 
pluralism. I think thf/ are les versed 
in issues of pluralisn and do 't hear 
about them on campu the way hey do 
the Palestinian issue.But wh some 
students learn more, someti s on a 
Birthright trip or whtt the W men of 
the Wall gets attentior. it adds o their 
sense of disappointmeit or an er that 
Israel does not feel lik a Jewi~h state 
for all Jews. I think mre adults may 
be more upset with issies of religious 
pluralism or the Orthdox monopoly, 
but th~y have to be relt.ively ehgaged 
on Israel issues to get t1at involved." 
Journalist Yair Ettinger is curmtly a fellow 
at Shalom Hartman Institute i;New York. A 
Hebrew version of this article ,ilJ be published 
on their blog. 
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