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Community Archives Center Tacoma Community House Oral History Interviews Transcript 

Alves, Ivanilda T. Interview date: 05/04/2022. 

 

dindria: 00:01 Hello. Okay. Please tell your name. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 00:07 Okay. My name is Ivanilda T Alves, um, date, today is 

May 4th, two and two, and two. My location in Tacoma 

community house. 

dindria: 00:43 So, Ivana, where are you from? What country are you 

from? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 00:50 My country is Brazil. I from Brazil. 

dindria: 00:56 Tell us about Brazil. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 00:59 Brazil is country. Beautiful. No more hot. Little hotty here. 

Sun. Beautiful. Very life there because working for people 

[inaudible] Yes. Working difficulty, but like is good 

country. Country. 

dindria: 01:32 Good. Um, I think I would like to go to Brazil, so that 

sounds like a good place to go. But it's difficulty working 

there, huh? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 01:42 Yes. For people's old age. 

dindria: 01:44 For people who are older. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 01:46 [inaudible]  

dindria: 01:48 Um, that is really good information. Mm-hmm. 

<affirmative>, who is your family? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 01:55 My family is I, my, my daughter, my two sons and five 

grandchildren. He's my family in Brazil. Here in America. I 

alone. I'm alone. 

dindria: 02:16 Okay <laugh>. All right. Um, do you want to tell us more 

about like your family or tell a story? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 02:25 Story? My family? Yes. Oh, yes. Uh, our people's have 

story in your family, but I simplification. My family is big. 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=CzLDilcPYQST5kvTa0Hf_JSlO-nsxE9og99LfBty1-cQ16HUa32iJWzitCeCrU8i67dBcgiQVJLcXnsDWdq5v6o4qW8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1.33
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Rjb_gbELPari8cWXKbOwzSGQj1Cwnd4LaN4uLgRjKAlen5--iVatcczVbyEsvaTMFEq1vHxS-V0RGaRJiWCzxCtV66Y&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=7.28
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=4G_FPkjRjXrFozCyDrw8UejEbXPxWvwuCBfnFxRmYAZFPPRIh8ZVFhleJGvdhIImDZWG4Y6SaUz6L5M_AXNQDAEn-Ms&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=43.14
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=2ynEPa8BiMbP4oGE8gnJ1rTbN4nKwM-KUDUKEABVRvJj1AtFto9VSSiJ2r2g_lju9CG2I2l5c8W2QA_ACLUDBgtIs7I&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=50.18
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=THQlm3JflbwPyonVeC_fRwuZa-2cjMfhu7P9PQBXLh7gYQZK1sN3uvRBJlerwMVBYBBAg1mswntbXTTBCDBVQ7UziqM&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=56.76
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=pQL1HCep0joPLbc5ObloQA1v6--8zCksB9ppiw5v5-573eoM7wn6yDBWHedom2otOh9U7vmvY9yp_XajnifiuB7ggmw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=59.64
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=lMFyPD6A-QFtbpzm2SJpuYCpKRM9i1x2nq4NjK3XoJKkrYgvDx2227so9UYfNNLd96_W_BBafoLfEpmpYMbeRyN0ld8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=92.9
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=m-WgT416xSSI3lXlvGckn2YwW0qmlz2qo_p7jWAqoAvGiYHoO2-Owodw1IJ5mDDb-pTVVBRUEcjzPDWIN2hYHtTsXic&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=102.83
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=0mkcApA_CCGI244nM3a8PFzov2NEwK-cbmBj6IuMRGlGZ-b4hce-LxmUww8gZGNUSUkYp8jJK-2QpfTyAdTpGWZfwzM&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=104.61
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=FLEtmBs94jrKAeOclB2kHENfr4qvA70jbGYwUYsiQA1my2vza0M0KBKyMKAl391oDFDphNR3WfvJCt0zSShShnONPuE&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=106.59
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=6a_hBRf7DlHG-hT2YAp8zIn7Do8x6SmW9Au3D3ZQ9oMkngcUcBLzZDsFQRFTfn_cQ0Ju7tmxW3DQZPBI5cWrppW9J0w&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=108.17
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=BNNHzLSP0xqQudAWpSKub-trmrl8YupddfAe9hZigggyHTRO_Y0VSkETrh555GM6AVMh1ZG3PC9fGFj6K9tFpYLDYkY&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=115.46
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Cj_OCkKOkdxjfYw6Pa5gkqnJWqN6_H01UzT2qL5Rs74gsN_9f-q9rhvk0LpUj0haqFGALmym3b7kf9oUfRIYrbaOKss&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=136.05
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=-LJbn3BjAztKTSKX0rzXFtSw1BcehP_lzn02JDNlPUUFs5oSqwTfTexq2liyMtMeeIXtBrAXmWILnOUNZIAeOOGno_U&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=145.85


 

 

 Page 2 of 7 

 

No? But, um, family happy. My daughter, my son is happy. 

My family likes like, and everybody <laugh> dancing is 

long. Wow. Good morning. Good afternoon. My family. 

This, this. Hi Mommy. How are you? <laugh>? I'm happy. 

Yes. My family's happy. 

dindria: 03:13 I like this. Yes. Um, every family is different. Some 

families very like serious and some families. Woo. Yes. So 

that's good to hear. Um, how did you get to Tacoma from 

Brazil? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 03:32 How? 

dindria: 03:33 Like, what is your travel, 

Ivanilda T Alves: 03:35 Ah, 

dindria: 03:35 How did you travel? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 03:38 Uh, how did you travel? I, I come here and travel. Uh, time, 

time travel. There. Here? Yes. Oh, first travel here is very 

nice because, uh, before I never travel in flight. Oh. But 

first, first I love, wow, this is nice. See the cloud. Yeah. But 

a long time. I don't, I forgot to see Howard there here. 

Because I look good. I understand it. Oh, maybe I 

understand you. What you say? Me. 

dindria: 04:26 Okay. Um, I think what I'm looking for is you came from 

Brazil. Mm-hmm. <affirmative> in a airplane. Is that right? 

Mm-hmm. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 04:38 <affirmative>, you can fly. Fly. Yes. Fly. 

dindria: 04:39 You fly 

Ivanilda T Alves: 04:41 Long Hour. 

dindria: 04:42 Yeah. Why did you come to Washington? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 04:46 Okay. Yeah. I come here, uh, visit K one for married. 

dindria: 04:54 Oh, 

Ivanilda T Alves: 04:55 Yes. Okay. Because I meeting my ex-husband. My ex-

husband is, is American. 
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dindria: 05:04 Oh, okay. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 05:05 Then I come here for marriage for him. 

dindria: 05:09 Okay. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 05:11 I come here about this, my fiance before and is Santa Visa 

dindria: 05:21 Right? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 05:21 For me? I come here for emergency. 

dindria: 05:24 Okay. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 05:25 Cause I love it here. I come here. 

dindria: 05:27 Yes. That's why you come. Um, and I'm trying to think of 

the question. Um, let's go to the next one. Right. What do 

you think about the United States? What did you think it 

would be like? First? Um, in, in, uh, [inaudible] um, 

Quando Esta en Brazil. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 06:05 Uh, I always, uh, now I think when I younger, I, one day I 

want to go in United State, but uh, in come back maybe one 

week I, one week I come back. But, uh, when I stay more 

all I, no, I never go in United State because impossible for 

me. I don't have money for, I go in United States. Okay. 

Not think about it is more, but I, before I want to come 

here, but I forgot No, no. I, I go, I don't go because I don't 

have money. Right. Right. By I meeting my husband for 

taking me here. Yes. I'm happy because they here for 

together. 

dindria: 07:10 Yes. Love. Right here, 

Ivanilda T Alves: 07:12 Living night because of my state is in Brazil, but I, and I 

like it, stay here. Okay. But first I love my ex-husband. 

Husband, yes. And together, not the states. And my ex my 

love. Yeah. I love my prince together. This is nice for me. 

Before <laugh>. Okay. 

dindria: 07:43 Yeah. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 07:44 Do you understand me? 
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dindria: 07:46 Yes, I think so. Um, I think that when I say what is United 

States like, do you like the United States? But is there 

difficulties?  

Ivanilda T Alves: 07:58 Oh yes. Oh, United States is, I like, I love the living here. 

Yeah. But difficult for me, because my ex-husband no, help 

me in show. And, uh, maybe I don't, I can't speak about 

this. Maybe because Right. But my accents bad for me. 

Abuse me and scholars emotional and sexual. Wow. 

Sexual. Wow. Yeah. For me, no. But before, when I stay in 

Brazil, we come here to <inaudible>. I went <inaudible>. I, 

I married. Five months is good for me, but five months and 

not, no good, but United States, for me it difficult because I 

have a, difficulty the language, because I learn now. Mm-

hmm. <affirmative>, I stay alone and I need to work, work, 

work in the, um, I live alone, pay my, don't they have 

money difficulty for me. Yeah. I need, uh, uh, language 

difficult. But it beautiful, nice, uh, place in the states. 

dindria: 09:28 And I love Tacoma community house because they help 

with the language and with the jobs. Right. So it's helping 

you [inaudible] Tacoma community house. Yes. <laugh>. 

Okay. Um, what is your favorite food? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 09:54 Oh, my favorite food, food. Vegetarian, because I am 

vegetarian. Okay. I love the fruit. Vegetarian. I love the 

food. Vegetarian. 

dindria: 10:08 Yes. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 10:09 Nothing meaty, no meat, nothing anymore. But in United 

States I eat very good vegetarian. Yes. 

dindria: 10:21 We have a lot of good vegetarian places, right? Yes. The 

stores. The grocery store. And then, um, have you been to, 

um, uh, oh my goodness. There's a vegetarian restaurant. 

That has soul food. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 10:38 Oh, vegetarian restaurant is nice. 

dindria: 10:41 I will figure it out for you. Yes. Okay. I think it's called like 

something two, but I can't remember. I will find out. Okay. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 10:50 <laugh>. I have one card food for with eh, Washington. 

Because I grew varsity now, but my lower, uh, 

immigration, uh, sent letter for government governor. 
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dindria: 11:06 Okay. Yes. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 11:07 You know, give me card food. Card. My card food. I buy 

food division there a lot for me. 

dindria: 11:17 Is that the, um, quest card? The Quest 

Ivanilda T Alves: 11:21 Card? Um, the government. E E B T 

dindria: 11:23 E B T  

Ivanilda T Alves: 11:25 E B T. Okay. Yeah. Yes. E B T I, I love, I, my, my, I I I eat 

very good meal.   

dindria: 11:35 Very good. What is your favorite dish? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 11:36 Because my, my law initial process of vower, vower 

violence domestic for me. My process. 

dindria: 11:47 Yeah. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 11:48 My finishing my process green card, my U S C I S my form 

violence domestic. Yeah. And I, I give card for this. 

dindria: 12:05 Okay. So that's, that's good that the government is helping 

you. Okay. And I'm really sorry that what you have 

experienced, because that is no good. I don't like it 

<laugh>. Because you were a fabulous person, you know, 

and you deserve to have the best. Yeah. Yes. Um, what is 

your favorite music? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 12:30 Oh, I love music in America. Music for dancing. Good 

music. Good music. Music. If family, listen, because I have 

music. Not listen, family music, because not good, but 

dancing and the music romantic I love him. Musical music. 

Music. [inaudible] Speak about love. 

dindria: 13:07 Oh, romantic. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 13:08 Eh, musical. 

dindria: 13:12 Okay. Okay. Love songs.  

Ivanilda T Alves: 13:13 Yeah. Love songs, eh? Oh, 19, uh, years, years ago 

dindria: 13:22 Yeah. When you're younger. 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=KsYITbmNsZal1M1bjZDbp2xpqHI_AnvH5anR1ym2b95hcKcI0ivbxcH13eEWY7cOyO1wR1uw_f5RAWiF8pyg-RRCLpo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=666.75
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=g1LQH3RdeRzDdPca1CREq-yWpjsdcD0BIyWGv8FXm-_EE77Of6BdarQfb3vF7dvX4lGLJdHKTPJjPOxM71vb-TXDZds&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=667.48
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=RESB6Kh5i4kL2-WfzmPVDNqEPioS8N7F2oUwTuNI8ahQRnepKoAGwD01IXHdponxDM7WDEUVpdkow7OAV1-ZTE4AvUw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=677.81
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Oixg5UGMT8DetdAJnIq2NEm9GvmjhZ-7qFfp5SXlk_mXDR58qo9_Lc9YqUQNIX0K417lq4Kowr-sEG00m6sea6Qdtrc&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=681
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=DMXExpVCyNvrmRSfnynXb9RnUY5dbWuVzppxkfIUKJT-JTdKP0utZt42MfKZUO_zhSYSH3G3D7_QnF9UaUtdnbUhXlo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=683.93
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=8KBaQbdbZYTTgT0muCUdDtYRuZ7rtUHJTOlu2pifA_xwxX4XEIvGGR3YIv3MdU-GcGyOaFji0xMLQD91i1UVSoZbCNk&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=685.16
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=JmgaivWWY4WZJQmjrxWDc0Q5lixtohR9zvjMwVnUsRY-o-0LIrNTucQOc2InjS7jHKoNRa6uN-IYWdgR_8vlIveWTi8&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=695.28
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=tbFvwJjnQgYFPmHsmpBj2wWlUXKNn7UB4UicNdXxdp6mffAoLZ06K3aoWuWn157RChV4noD4LnynJ6A4oPi7Fq73_NU&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=696.52
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=Rggv_jJ5a959EqGNUAFg6llB-qMzdoa2kDOsRq3xTU8nLPw_IchQmzYuaZwpkEvmi8sxRWB7z1yZHfJK5ZzR6WmzsCs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=707.07
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=vQTWL7LUIfi44wmRcj4S6qnAZdBPewolwkDgAmnFWb77IcEhnQpY1ZILaw3Z48IXJu6VLqwA00SwIpK9ntsELTy3CUA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=708.69
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=u4bMNOV_PAtv3j-0IBbcP6ZTeTw1SjCqy5Y3YVDBrL_OuWpTogjf_OTNLZx4itGVVfzsiOJ50V4rGlCMjBmNacAwpVo&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=725.8
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=2rKue0_mSUzmiCAql5xZ7JG5AUjdH0gIz9iCfy55Vp8WHVkFSu-1gppwaCE5Ke45qW_feqBY2J3w-0e0fGLz37V9etI&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=750.33
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=M65ot4FyEWJhDkwNGnWkV7ZfVwjrCbarOX4uwY4SqNYJbUbpEDTAYh_KqYr3zNWosLhRJURPx-NcbOD663NvMLBkpBI&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=787.33
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=3eQcD5_iwCKApIxeuBwzveL1DTS5-OedZxcJIMc7Gq9IFWDl81FPVT84A-dBnKb-pMo6jz7AaERfvnPC2CtUHdEv37E&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=788.69
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=JJnFkuroLLtKFtjHJ9IKKpbxBUHi8rHprdItOV0HmnMZeHxwARYv6rE9fWx5mLMw22h_WFAD54sj1MVjZDBzRlig3Tw&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=792.19
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=AXXSftFRT3Ocms5Ov6wW45Sba5m1bmGPM78lFWrVjG7JM7HssZ7u506XPtJBnw7OkFUd8_I0mUmPT2stg77jRtbWjq4&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=793.56
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=QZqFbY7FZCKBL9kzcfg6ldts1D13GeL-swtrquu4DUwrufeWGDeS-lzZe-tJ1WQa-TeEtg0DPemz-sRLsDxMNz50dk0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=802.68


 

 

 Page 6 of 7 

 

Ivanilda T Alves: 13:24 What, what you speak about? Love. Love. Because I love 

life. I love people <laugh>. 

dindria: 13:31 Right on. Do you have a favorite song that you love from 

the United States? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 13:37 Oh, United States. Uh, I, I listen all time. I put in myself on 

a music. Don Winner, Don Winner sing. Beautiful voice, 

beautiful music. Oh, 

dindria: 13:54 Right. I don't know that person. I need to look him up. Yes. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 13:58 Okay. That's when finish I put it for. Okay. Okay. I, I have 

a monster. My phone Don winner night, the stage. 

Beautiful music. I listen. Oh, I love life. I love him 

dindria: 14:15 <laugh>. I love, 

Ivanilda T Alves: 14:15 Do you understanding me? 

dindria: 14:17 Yes, I do. And I wanna hear that song. So you share with 

me when we are done. Okay? Mm-hmm. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 14:23 <affirmative>. 

dindria: 14:24 Um, what do you want listeners to learn from your story? 

So when someone listens to your story from the 

microphone what do you want them to know? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 14:40 What do you want to know? 

dindria: 14:42 Yeah. [inaudible] estas historias?  

Ivanilda T Alves: 14:52 Ah, when, what I think about my life. In, in now. In future. 

dindria: 15:00 Yes. Thank you. Okay. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 15:04 My, I love my life. I love life is bad now. I, initial my life 

in United States, I want initial better life for me because I 

am free. I am free. Before together has no free. But now I 

am, I am woman free. I, I want to study English. I want 

studying for big peoples who work better. I, I want to 

study, test for make test driving. I studying my home. 

Study cash for make, test drive. I want my car. I, I want to 

have my car one day, one day future. I have on a one small, 
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small house for me. I want to, uh, travel looking my, my, 

my children's and my grandchildren. 

dindria: 16:21 <laugh>. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 16:22 Yes. I want and initial life, my life, my new life. Yes. Now 

happy. Woman happy now, <laugh>. Yes, 

dindria: 16:37 That is, I love that message. So you have to approach life to 

love it. You have to be happy about it. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 16:45 Yes. Yes. I, I, 

dindria: 16:47 Before a new life, 

Ivanilda T Alves: 16:48 I happy before, when I stay in Brazil, before I have now, I, 

I happy now. Initial my new life 

dindria: 16:59 Yes. Thank you so 

Ivanilda T Alves: 17:03 Much. One day, I, I speaking friend, we go in park with me 

because life love life. If you want together, we park. Oh. In 

a restaurant food, vegetarian friend. Yes. One day waiting. 

<laugh>. Wait, 

dindria: 17:29 Well I have your phone number now, so <laugh> 

Ivanilda T Alves: 17:31 Yes. Yes. You have my phone. 

dindria: 17:33 Um, thank you so much. Uh, we are done with the 

interview. Um, but I would love to share with you the 

vegetarian restaurant, and then you share with me your 

music. Okay? 

Ivanilda T Alves: 17:47 Yes. 

dindria: 17:47 Okay.  

Ivanilda T Alves: 17:48 Let's do It. You tell me, you know, 

dindria: 17:51 On your phone. Yeah. And I will find this restaurant. 

Ivanilda T Alves: 17:58 Ah, I, I 

dindria: 18:01 <affirmative>. Yeah. 
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