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All the questions.

All right, let's do it. We are going to start. And this is my
microphone. And that is your microphone. And all you
have to do is talk regular. Yeah. He will take care of
everything.

| don't need to.

He’s my wizard.

Okay. <laugh>. Perfect.

Okay. Hello.

Hi.

Will you please state your name?

My name is lvonne Moreno.

And will you please spell your name?

Um,itslVONNEMORENDO.

Okay. Um, will you please tell us what is the date and
where we are?

Today is April 27th, 2022. And we are in, uh, Tacoma
Community House.

Where are you from? Where is your home country? Tell us
about it.

Yeah. Yes, | am from Colombia. Um, Colombia is in South
America, uh, one of the big countries in South America. In
the north of South America.

Yes. Tell us about Colombia.
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Ivonne Moreno: 01:19 Um, Colombia is a beautiful country. We are just in the
middle of the tropic in the equatorial line, so we have a
beautiful mountains, lakes, a lot of biodiversity. Uh, it's
beautiful. It's a beautiful country.

dindria: 01:39 Right on. Sounds like I want to go.

Ivonne Moreno: 01:42 Yeah. <laugh>. You can go to the beach in Colombia.
Experience mountains, um, the jungle, because we have
part of the Amazon jungle too, so it's a lot of, to see, a lot
of things to see in Colombia.

dindria: 01:58 Um, who is your family? Describe them.

Ivonne Moreno: 02:05 Well, uh, my family, uh, is now my husband and my
stepdaughter. Uh, the, I live with them here in Tacoma.
And my family in Colombia is, uh, a big family, is a family
with my mother, my brother, I, sis-, sorry. Aunts? Uncles,
cousins. We usually, in Latin families, we have big
families, so my family is big. | have still my grandmother, a
lot of people in Colombia.

dindria: 02:39 Ah.

Ivonne Moreno: 02:40 So I have half my family here, and they are in Colombia.
dindria: 02:46 Um hmm. How did you get to Tacoma, Washington?
Ivonne Moreno: 02:54 Well, six, six years ago, almost seven years ago, | met a

guy online. He Oliver. Uh, he's French, and we start to
communicate on online. Uh, he went to Colombia to visit,
visit me, and we start a relationship. We fell in love,
<laugh>. And we marry in 2019, and we start like the
process to immigrate to USA and he start, he lives here in
Tacoma. So, | came to, to live with my husband, <laugh>.

dindria: 03:39 All right. That makes sense. Um, | wonder how he, he's
from France, you say?

Ivonne Moreno: 03:45 Yeah, he's from France and he immigrate to USA, uh,
almost 30 years ago. Um, he started in New York, but he
found a job here in, in the other side of the country. Um, so
yeah, the best thing is, suppose
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<laugh>. It's s0, it's so interesting to me how people come
to Tacoma. Because a lot of people come because of jobs.
or family.

Yeah. So, yeah.
Um, what did you think the United States would be like?

Um, at the beginning | thought that was will be no easy
because the language, um, unfortunately my English is not,
it's still in process, <laugh>, so I always, um, I, I'm always
afraid to make mistakes in English and the cultural thing,
but so far people has been super nice. Um, here in Tacoma
community house, uh, my, my classmates, uh, people that |
met, my neighbors, everybody's super nice. So is, it is
really great, actually.

That's a great experience. That's nice to hear.
Yeah. <laugh>,

Because, you know, there's a lot of things going on, like
you said, of the noisiness, right? <laugh>

Of course, of course. And you sometimes, uh, just listen to
the news or social media about difficult in America. So you
think people here is no nice, but no, it's the contrary. Oh,
good.

Yeah. That's a good report. That's a good report card for the
United States. Yes. Um, what was your first American
experience? And I don't know if it should, we should say
French experience, maybe for your husband, but what was
your first time experiencing something American?

Actually, it's with my stepdaughter. Okay. Um, when |
came to meet her a few years ago, um, it's, it's, it, like, it's
different, the cultural things because she's American and
she's a teenager. <laugh>, it's, it's difficult. Um, so they
think, uh, I think that, um, it's just different point of views
of life. So, we have to meet in the middle <laugh> Latin
culture with American culture. And she was not used to,
obviously to a lot of, um, noise <laugh> Latin people. We
are, we are kind of noise and we like music. I like play
music all the time in the car, in the house. And she, for her
was like, this is too much noise. <laugh>. But we are going,
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you learn those from different perspectives.

And she likes music now, and she sings with me now. Oh,
see, only like blend. Yeah. We are blendy. Yeah.

Because sometimes it's like this and then it goes like this.
Okay. <laugh>. Um, what food do you enjoy?

Well, um, here in Tacoma | found that we can different,
that in my country, we can find different type of foods
locally, American food, but also from Asia food, for
example, or Indian food that is not normal in Colombia,
we, we don't have immigrant much immigration from India
or, or Asia in general. So now my favorite food is the
Indian food, thanks to living in Tacoma. Oh, it's beautiful
tikka masala.

Cool.
| don't know that one

That's a bread. Yeah. | know. | name all of the things.
<laugh>, um, Dal Makhani. Oh, that's the lentil beans.

Ah, yes, the lentil and the lentil soup. Oh, it's beautiful.
Yeah.

I can tell. I'm going have to come back here and go to lunch
with all of you.

<laugh>. Cool.
Sue and you.
Okay, cool. That is cool.

<laugh>, what is your favorite music or song? We were just
talking about music.

Yeah. Well, I, I love music all time. Sometimes, um, my
stepdaughter ask me why 1 listen so different type, because
sometimes | like classic, but | like pop too. Uh, so | cannot
tell you what is my favorite because I, I love everything.
Every
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What is your, what's the song you woke up with this
morning?

Actually, it's a song for a commercial in Colombia,
<laugh> about, about a plant that is protecting the water is
called a frailejon, Ernesto Perez. Oh. And it's so catchy,
you know, the you all the time. So it, it's,

does it really protect the water?

Uh, yeah, it's, it's, uh, the frailejon is a plant in the, in the,
the mountains. Okay. That the, that keep water. So thanks
to them, thanks to these plants, uh, all the communities can
have water in those mountains. So people unfortunately and
are cutting the plants, are burning the, the, the, the forest.
So Colombian government is trying to, you know, increase,
um, for everybody to, to know the problem and avoid the,
the deforestation. Yes. So they made it made up the sun,
and he is like in back of my head even we found an in
French. Now my husband is singing the song in, in French
<laugh>. Angelica is singing.

Do you want to sing it for us?
Oh my God.

<laugh>. Is that too much?
Yeah.

Too much. Okay.

Oh, yeah. | just want to say that this is our friend frailejon
Ernesto Perez. Uh, no, I cannot sing it. I'm sorry. Too shy.

| thought maybe we would do karaoke

<laugh> maybe next time. Next time.

Okay. Um, why do you want to share your story?

Well, um, maybe that a lot of people is afraid to new
cultures, uh, or new places was a big, um, step for me to
came here. I, uh, because | leave my family and | leave my

job or all that I build in my life before to start again is a big,
um, jump. <laugh> But, uh, just two other people that you
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can do it to other people to know that you can do it and it's
difficult, but you just have to be, um, hopeful and have
some faith and work hard. And that will be nice. You meet
new people, new food, new cultures, and you'll learn a lot
from everybody.

<laugh>, I love your message. It goes right into the last
question. What do you hope for your future? Or what do
you think the future will bring?

Oh, I'm actually, um, <laugh>, it's, it is neither you asked
me because I, 1, | feel so hopeful here, living here. Um, I
have a lot of opportunities to meet all with all these new
people. And so my, | hope my future is continue learning
from them and, uh, continue experience new things that
help me grow as a person. I hope.

Oh fabulous. You're giving me shivers on my arms because
this is going to be a great story to share with the rest of
Tacoma.

Thank you. | hope, | hope everybody can, can hear and feel
that they can do it too.

Well, thank you so much. I'm going to turn off the recorder.
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