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INTRODUCTION. 

 

Looking at history by "when it happened" can be an interesting way to view the way things were. 
Chronologies often show how one event leads to another and they show that few events in history 
happen in a vacuum. 

Since Steilacoom can be viewed as the second "address" in Pierce County, after Fort Nisqually, much 
that happened in the history of Americans in the region has Steilacoom as a base. 

It is credited with a considerable number of "firsts." Early histories of the region point to Steilacoom for 
it was a center for much of what went on. It often had a newspaper, it was a sea port, a seat of 
government, had a post office, a jail, and a nearby military post when most other places on Puget Sound 
were still wilderness. 

As part of this project Hunt's History of Tacoma, Bonney's History of Pierce County and Bancroft's 
History of Washington were reviewed for Steilacoom entries. Items thought significant were extracted 
and appear in the chronology. 

After the military abandoned Fort Steilacoom in 1868 and Tacoma became the county seat references to 
Steilacoom dropped dramatically and except for statistics there are few if any references to Steilacoom 
after the 1880s. 

Much of the work gathering Steilacoom notices had already been done in the Steilacoom Historical 
Museum Association Quarterly. 

Events of interest to Steilacoom scholars that happened in Lakewood, DuPont, Fort Lewis, Anderson 
Island and McNeil Island have sometimes been included. 

Some may complain that a large brush fire in DuPont had nothing to do with Steilacoom but as the fire 
grew the Steilacoom fire department took an interest. Steilacoom residents were concerned as they saw 
and smelled the smoke and possibly wondered if it was heading north. 

Vessels on Puget Sound are sometimes included especially if they had troubles. Often the ships 
mentioned had Steilacoom connections, were coming to Steilacoom or were sailing from the Town on 
the Sound. 
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1792. 

 

A. Captain George Vancouver of the British Navy explored mapped the great inland sea of what became 
the western Washington drawing the first charts showing the islands of Puget Sound and the adjacent 
mainland including that around present Steilacoom. 

Vancouver gave the name Puget Sound to that part of the inland sea south and west of the Tacoma 
Narrows. The name has since been expanded to include much of the inland salt water of Washington. 
Other place names left in the region by Vancouver included Hood Canal, Mount Rainier and Admiralty 
Inlet. 

B. On May 22, 1792, Peter Puget and Joseph Whidbey of the Vancouver expedition passed McNeil Island 
which they called Pidgeon Island and put ashore at Ketron Island which they called Long Island. At noon 
on that day Joseph Whidbey took a noon sun shot to determine their precise latitude. They spent that 
night on Anderson Island. [Wing, p. 46]. 

--------- 

 

1824. 

 

In 1824 John Work, the Hudson's Bay Company trader and explorer, visited a place which he called  
"Chilacoom." Work wrote that a half dozen wretched Indian houses built of poles and mats occupied the 
beach.  He employed one of the Chilacooms as a guide. Mr. Work was the father in law to Edward 
Huggins and to William F. Tolmie of Hudson's Bay Company fame. [Hunt]. 

 

------ 

 

1833. 

 

A. In the Spring of 1833 the Hudson's Bay Company chose a site for a facility north of the mouth of the 
Nisqually River. A few months later a trading post was built on the bluff above Nisqually Reach which 
eventually became Fort Nisqually and is the first "address" on Puget Sound. The "road" from the beach 
up the steep hill to the fort site was one of the first of the white man's improvements. 

 

B. William Fraser Tolmie, whose name was closely connected to that of Fort Nisqually for most of its 
existence as a fur trading post and headquarters of the Puget's Sound Agricultural Company, arrived at 
the Nisqually site on Thursday, May 30, 1833, after coming overland by horse from Fort Vancouver. 



[Tolmie, William Fraser. Journals of William Fraser Tolmie, physician and fur trader. Vancouver, B. C.:  
The Mitchell Press, 1963.]. 

 

------------ 

 

1834. 

 

The wild cattle that ranged over the Steilacoom Plains and points east to Elk Plain and Muck Plain were 
originally obtained in California. The Fort Nisqually journal shows that in June, 1834, were received the 
first horned live stock, " which were wild and wicked." They were known as the "Spanish breed," and 
although in the early days, when treated kindly, were manageable and under control, so much so that 
we could count stock and care for progeny. They later became quite wild and were nearly all gone by 
the time of the Civil War [Huggins, Edward. Tacoma Sunday Ledger January 14,1892]. 

 

----------- 

 

1836 

 

Sunday, 25th.  Christmas. "I gave the men the best of rations, say pork, flour and venison exclusive of 
their allowance of potatoes. They got a couple of drams in my room along with cakes and after having 
rum they received each a half pint of rum. The Frenchman and Babillard each got a couple of glasses of 
rum. The weather mild and some rain fell." (Journal of Occurrences at Fort Nisqually)). 

 

------ 

 

1838. 

 

The Puget's Sound Agricultural Company was organized to conduct farming, cattle raising, sheep herding 
and other agricultural activities. Fort Nisqually became the local headquarters of the company as farms 
were established. Dr. William F. Tolmie of the Hudson's Bay Company became local superintendent of 
the operations which eventually had a dozen farms mostly in what was to become Pierce County. The 
journals of Tlithlow Station and Muck Station have been preserved. 

 



------ 

 

1841. 

 

A. Hudson's Bay Company officers invited a number of settlers from the Red River valley in present 
Manitoba to migrate to the Puget Sound region in hopes of having a population loyal to the British 
Crown. Some of them established short lived farms on the plains above Puget Sound including the site of 
Western State Hospital. They soon left because the Company was unable to provide the assistance that 
had been promised. Of this group John Flett returned to the area some years later. 

 

B. The United States Exploring Expedition stopped at Nisqually where an observatory was set up. They 
celebrated the first Independence Day observance on the Northwest Coast of North America on July 5, 
1841. A missionary at Nisqually Station of the Methodist Church, Rev. John Richmond, gave a patriotic 
speech and a parade of the seamen and marines from the flotilla featured a captured Fiji Island chief 
named Vendovi. 

 

------------ 

 

1844. 

 

Joseph Thomas Heath occupied land abandoned by the Red River settlers for a farm where he raised 
crops and sheep and cattle. His diary describes life and times in the region before Steilacoom was 
founded.  He died March 7, 1849. 

 

----------- 

 

1845. 

 

In the fall of 1845 Lieutenant Henry J. Warre, aide de camp to the governor of Canada and Lt. Merwin 
Vavasour of the Royal Engineers were sent to Puget Sound where they were instructed to pass 
themselves off as young gentlemen visiting the west "for the pleasure of field sports and scientific 
pursuit." Their task was to look for places to fortify in case a war between the United States and Great 
Britain should occur. 

 



Of the local area Lieutenant Warre wrote: 

 

"At Nisqually, I would recommend a block house or defensible guard house overlooking the Sound, and 
commanding the road from the landing place, the banks of the shore being too steep to be easily 
ascended excepting at this point. Any description of work can be thrown up, such as a bastion or 
redoubt, on the large plain near the Sequalitz, stream, with barracks, etc. for the accommodation of 
troops." [Warre, Henry. Sketches in North America. Barre, Massachusetts: The Imprint Society, 1970] 

 

------------- 

 

1846. 

 

A. The British Admiralty sent the HMS Fisgard to its Nisqually Station where it arrived on May 16, 1846 
under command of Captain J. A. Duntze.  It remained for five months or until the news of the boundary 
being fixed at the 49th parallel reached the Pacific Northwest. A midshipman's school building was 
constructed and crews assisted in the harvest of the crops at the fort. [Heath, p. 56]. 

 

B. The Nisqually Journal for June 9, 1846, noted that Steilacoom Bay had been renamed Fisgardita Cove 
for the launch of the HMS Fisgard which made many trips up and down the Sound while the Fisgard was 
on station at Nisqually in the 1840s.  The place has also been known as Heaths Bay and Chambers Bay. 

 

C. Joseph Thomas Heath, the Englishman who had a farm east of Steilacoom kept a diary of local events.  
On July 16, 1946, he recorded details of horse racing and a program which included a Punch and Judy 
Show, foot racing, throwing at snuff boxes and "...every amusement usually seen at races, one of the 
gayest scenes that can possibly be imagined" on the flat ground between Fort Nisqually and Steilacoom 
known as the Nisqually Plains. [Heath, p. 61]. 

 

 

D. On August 13, 1846, Heath noted that two sailors had lost their way while horse-back riding on the 
beach below his home."...One poor fellow had been drown..." (Heath, p. 65). Robert A. Inskip, named 
the nearby creek the Chudley River for the sailor, John Chudley, on his chart of Puget Sound.  It is now 
called Chambers Creek. (Heath, p. 65). 

 

E. British cartographer Robert A. Inskip drew charts of the region around the Nisqually Station of the 
Royal Navy. Inskip chose to call Anderson Island Fisgard Island, McNeil Island Duntze Island, Fox Island 



Rosario Island, and Steilacoom Bay Heath Bay.  Ketron Island was listed correctly as Kittson Island on the 
charts and Cormorant Passage was listed as Cormorant Pass. The area between present Steilacoom and 
Dupont was called the Nisqually Plains. [R. M. Inskip. Puget Sound, 1846.]. 

 

------------ 

 

1847. 

 

A. Heath inventoried his property at the end of 1847 showing he had accumulated in the three and a 
half years he had lived on his farm ten oxen, sixty-eight cattle, eighteen horses and two hundred six 
sheep.  He had 106 acres of fenced land with sixty planted in wheat, thirty acres in peas and the rest in 
crops such as grass and potatoes. [Town, p. 10]. 

 

B. A huge forest fire burned from March to September of 1847. "The sun almost obscured by smoke. 
The fires are as yet a long way off but I much fear if there is not rain soon that the whole country will be 
a conflagration." Dr. Tolmie estimated that one tenth of the pasture land owned by the Hudson's Bay 
Company was burned. [Heath, p. 112]. 

 

C. An election was held at Nisqually on June 7, 1847, for the purpose of electing a representative to the 
Oregon Territorial Legislature. Both British subjects and American citizens voted to sent Simon 
Plamondon from Cowlitz to represent the settlements at Cowlitz, New Market, and Nisqually. [Heath, p. 
102]. 

 

------------ 

 

1848. 

 

An epidemic of measles appeared at Fort Nisqually in January, 1848. "It spread to the Indian camps 
before the end of the month. After being ill with the malady some Indians died of inflammation of the 
lungs as well as dysentery." William Fraser Tolmie noted that there was a great mortality among the 
Hawaiians as well as the Indians. [Heath, p. 130]. 

 

------ 

 



1849. 

 

A. In the Spring of 1849 a party of Snoqualmie Indians under the leadership of Patkanin who later served 
as an officer in the Washington territorial volunteers during the Indian War of 1855-56 visited Fort 
Nisqually to discuss "issues" between his tribe and the Nisquallies under Wyamoch. Indians living around 
Fort Nisqually were frightened, the gates to the Fort were closed and there was shooting. 

 

B. The Indian attack on Fort Nisqually in which Leander C. Wallace was killed, led to the establishment of 
Fort Steilacoom.  In August, 1849, Capt Bennett Hill arrived from Fort Vancouver with United States 
soldiers, arrangements having been made for the rental of twenty acres from the Hudson's Bay 
Company for fifty dollars a month.  This payment continued for ten years. [Heath p. 171.]. 

 

By October, 1849, seventy-five men and five officers were remodeling the Heath farmhouse, kitchen, 
barn, granary and other out buildings into quarters. 

 

C. The first criminal case to be tried in the Puget Sound country opened at Fort Steilacoom on October 1, 
1849, while Pierce County was a part of Lewis County, Oregon Territory.  The case was concluded on the 
second, four Indians being acquitted of murder, and two found guilty.  Judge William P. Bryant, ordered 
the two to be hanged the following day. One of those acquitted was a slave who had been sent to be 
tried and hanged by his master and was not even present at Nisqually when the attack occurred. 
[Bonney]. 

 

D. A contingent of the United States Army arrived August 28, in response to pleas for protection from 
settlers over hostile acts of local Indians following the attack on Fort Nisqually. They set up a military 
center at the present site of Fort Steilacoom which the Army occupied until 1868. It was the military 
center of western Washington for nearly all of its nineteen year history. 

 

E. William F. Tolmie as representative of the Hudsons' Bay and Puget's Sound Agricultural Companies 
wrote the following to Thomas M. Chambers who was living near the mouth of Chambers Creek on 
December 20, 1849: You are trespassing on the lands secured to the Puget's Sound Company by the late 
Boundary Treaty betwixt Great Britain and the United States of America, which confirms to the Puget 
Sound Company their farms, lands, and other property of every description. 

 

"The house you have roofed at Steilacoom as well as the ploughed land adjoining it are parts of an 
improvement made by the said company at Steilacoom several years prior to the settlement of the N. 
W. Boundary question between our respective countries. [Bonney, p. 116]. 



 

F. On August 7,1849, Mr. J. Quinn Thornton, sub-Indian agent for Oregon Territory, arrived at Fort 
Nisqually, and immediately proceeded to investigate the facts connected with the killing of Leander 
Wallace.  He sent messengers to [Snoqualmie Indian Chief] Patkynum and advised him to arrest the 
offenders and deliver them to Captain B.H. Hill, at Fort Steilacoom, and offered him eighty blankets as a 
reward [thus ending the delicate balance between costs white man's goods and value of them with the 
Indians.] 

[Edward Huggins, "The 1849 attack on Fort Nisqually." Portland Oregonian, 30 September 1900. 

 

----------- 

 

1850. 

 

A. The U.S. custom house at Astoria in April, 1850, was informed that the British ship Albion was at 
Dungeness, on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, loading a cargo of spars, cut on nearby shores. The customs 
inspector with troops from Fort Steilacoom, under command of Lieut.  John B. Gibson, seized the Albion 
and her crew on the 22nd, and took her to Steilacoom. 

 

The ship remained at Steilacoom until October, when the ship was condemned and the ship and cargo 
were forfeited.  The ship and its cargo was sold at Steilacoom on November 23, 1850. On January 11, 
1851, the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury of the national government remitted the amount of the 
forfeitures. [Bonney]. 

 

B. Sept. 27, 1850, upon the signature of President Millard Fillmore, the "Oregon Land Law," or "Donation 
Act" became law.  Among its provisions was one granting to settlers on the public lands, 320 acres, if a 
single man, and 640 acres, if married.  The law was later modified.  Steilacoom people who took 
advantage of the act  before the period of eligibility expired included J. M. Chapman, Lemuel Bills, John 
Van Buskirk, Thomas M. Chambers and Lafayette Balch. 

 

C. Thursday. December 19, 1850."...Gave out to the plain(s) people the "Regal" for Christmas as follows: 
To the white men and Kanakas, each four pounds of flour, one and one half pounds of sugar, one pound 
of coffee, one pound of hogs lard, and six pounds of pork. 

"To Indians each three pounds of flour, one pound of hogs lard and six pounds of beef." 

 



Tuesday. December 24, 1850. "Served out the regal for  Christmas day to Fort people the same as to the 
plain people a description of which was given last Tuesday. Captain Balch of the George Emery here, will 
stop all night." [Journal of Occurrences at Nisqually House.]. 

 

D. Joseph Meek, mountain man, fur trader and now United States Marshal for Oregon Territory 
conducted the first U.S. Census north of the Columbia River. The population center on Puget Sound was 
Fort Steilacoom which had 58 people, mostly soldiers of which eighty per cent were foreign born. [Lucile 
McDonald, "Joe Meek, census taker," Washington's Yesterdays. Portland: Binfords and Mort, 1953, p. 
116-117.] 

 

------ 

 

1851. 

 

A. Captain Lafayette Balch in the ship George Emory arrived on Puget Sound. The vessel received the 
"...first coasting license on Puget Sound..."  on November 19, 1851 and was the first sailing ship to carry 
forest products to San Francisco from Puget Sound. [SHMQ, Spring 1990 p. 1,9]. 

 

B. Captain Balch under the terms of the Oregon Land Law also known as the Donation Land Law on 
January 10, 1851 located a 315.6 acre land claim on a part of which he laid out the town of Port 
Steilacoom. [Town, p. 18]. 

 

C. On October 31, 1851 John B. Chapman located his claim of 311.71 acres north of that of Captain Balch 
and when platted it was called Steilacoom City or Upper Steilacoom. [Town, p. 19]. 

 

D. On the night of November 18, 1851, the ship the Georgiana filled with gold seekers was wrecked on 
the east side of Queen Charlotte Island. They were marooned from November 19 until January 9, 
crowded in a cedar plank house with the Indians. 

 

Captain Lafayette Balch had followed the Georgiana to the Queen Charlotte Islands and hearing of the 
captivity returned to Olympia and asked help of Customs Collector Moses. 

 



Lieutenant John Dement, a corporal and four soldiers from Fort Steilacoom an four cannon were loaned 
the expedition, while twenty-five citizens volunteered, one of them a surgeon.  Moses gave Dement a 
letter of credit with which to purchase blankets at Fort Victoria to offer as a ransom. 

 

The relief ship accomplished the mission, paying five blankets for each man, and brought them back to 
Steilacoom January 12 after a stormy passage.  Balch and the Hudson's Bay Company, the doctor, 
attorneys and others put in bills totaling $11,017.01  which the Secretary of the Treasury promptly 
turned down. 

 

[Lucile McDonald, "Queen Charlotte Islanders capture the Georgiana Gold seekers," Washington's 
Yesterdays. Portland: Binfords and Mort, 1953, p. 166-67.] 

 

----------- 

 

1852. 

 

A. In December, 1852, the Oregon Territorial legislature created the County of Pierce named for the 
president-elect of the United States, General Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire. Steilacoom was named 
the county seat. A few weeks later the territory of Washington is created by Congress. 

 

B. When boundaries of Pierce County were first defined on December 22, 1852, by the Oregon 
legislature the first voting precinct was called Steilacoom; and, roughly speaking its boundaries 
coincided with the boundaries of the county.  This was when this county was a part of Thurston County.  
The second precinct established was Tallentire, which name was later dropped, and Muck and Puyallup 
precincts created. [Bonney]. 

 

C. A United States post office was established at Steilacoom on July 6, 1852 with James Hall post master. 
It was one of the very few post offices on Puget Sound at that time. 

 

D. The ship Eagle sailed into the Straits of San Juan de Fuca and entered Puget Sound the 15th of June, 
1852, going on to Olympia. 

"I came to Steilacoom later that year," wrote William Vaughn. "There were only two houses here then, 
one about 12 feet square and another a little larger. An Indian trail led to Fort Steilacoom where 180 
soldiers were quartered. We soon opened a good trail." 



 

"I engaged in logging and had the first four yoke ox team on Puget Sound. For the oxen the settlers were 
indebted to the foresight of the Hudson Bay Company, which had driven overland from Mexico a lot of 
Spanish cattle. They had been multiplying for thirty years. There were about 8,000 of them running wild 
on the prairies here when I first came. Some of them were ugly and hard to break, but they were strong, 
knowing animals and most useful oxen." 

 

E. In 1852, the Puget Sound Agricultural Company owned 6,777 head of cattle and about 9,000 head of 
sheep, and I have every reason to know that this statement is correct, and if anything, under the real 
number; but in 1856 the band of cattle had dwindled down to an estimate of 3,558 head, sheep to 5,269 
head, and in the course of a very few years the cattle entirely disappeared, with the exception of our 
occasionally hearing of small bands being seen in the foothills timber, which were, if anything, more wild 
that deer. [Huggins, Edward, Tacoma Sunday Ledger January 14,1892]. 

 

F. The schooner Cadboro arrived at Nisqually on Saturday, April 13,1850 about 4:00 p.m. At the time 
there were no white settlers between Victoria and Steilacoom, where the United States troops were 
located, but a naturalized American citizen named Thomas M. Chambers had taken up what he 
supposed was a donation claim of a full section, immediately adjoining the mile square leased to the 
United States government by the Puget Sound Agricultural Company for military purposes. 

 

The claim embraced the mouth of Steilacoom Creek and Chambers had constructed a little saw and grist 
mill on the creek about half a mile from its mouth.  He afterwards rebuilt the flour mill at the mouth of 
the creek and eight or ten years ago it was turned into a shingle mill and owned by the late W.G. 
Thompson. [Huggins, Edward. Tacoma Sunday Ledger January 14,1892 ]. 

 

G. The first newspaper on Puget Sound commenced publication at Olympia on September 11, 1852. It 
was a weekly publication and gave the first "news" of the region to the region. 

 

H. The United States Post office in Washington D. C. consent to the establishment of a mail route from 
Olympia to Steilacoom, provided that a contract can be made for $140.00 per annum. (Blankenship p. 
373-391]. 

 

----------- 

 

1853. 



 

A. The side wheel steamer Fairy arrived on Puget Sound from San Francisco. "Rather too small and much 
too unseaworthy to make an ocean voyage she had come...on the lumber bark Sarah Warren..." 

SHMQ. Spring, 1999, p. 2.]. 

 

B. The United States Congress created Washington Territory effective March 2, 1853, from parts of the 
Oregon Territory. Isaac I. Stevens was appointed first territorial governor as well as Indian agent. 

 

C. Andrew and Preston Byrd built a dam across the lower reaches of the Lake Steilacoom swamp to 
create pondage of sufficient size to run their sawmill. They later installed a grist mill and a flour mill. 

 

Water power to operate the mill was supplied by a dam built across the creek backing up water onto 
some low lying swamp land to form what is now Lake Steilacoom.The grist mill was built near the 
sawmill and was constructed of heavy timbers sawed at the mill.  The building was four stories high and 
the power to move the grinding stones was supplied with water from the dam brought by a large wood 
flume to a water wheel outside the mill building. [Erastus Light, "Early Times in Pierce County. Tacoma 
Sunday Ledger, June 19,1893.]. 

 

 

D. William Henson Wallace who was a colonel in the Iowa State Militia and former Speaker of the House 
of Representatives of the Kansas legislature arrived in Steilacoom to establish himself as an attorney. He 
served as a Captain of the Washington Territorial Volunteers during the Indian War of 1855-56 and was 
appointed fifth territorial governor of Washington and first territorial governor of Idaho. He served as 
Washington territorial delegate to Congress and Idaho territorial delegate to Congress. He served as 
Mayor of Steilacoom and died February 7, 1879. [SHMQ, Summer, 1986, p. 6]. 

 

E. Lt. William A. Slaughter of the U. S. Army who was assigned in 1852 to Columbia Barracks, Fort 
Vancouver, was transferred to Fort Steilacoom in 1853, at the same time that Washington Territory was 
created. Lt. Slaughter and his wife quickly entered into life at Fort Steilacoom and the local community.  
She ran the Officers Mess.  He surveyed and platted the township for Lafayette Balch's part of 
Steilacoom, eventually owning 32 lots.  [Bonney]. 

 

F. In 1853 the herd of "Spanish Cattle" running free on the Steilacoom plains and eastward was 
estimated to be at 5,770 with 1,500 being listed as "...missed, killed, or driven off by squatters." As the 
Americans moved into the territory, the Hudson's Bay Company complained that the squatters 



(Americans) stole or killed 6,058 head of cattle between 1853 and 1856.  [Erastus Light, "Early Times in 
Pierce County. Tacoma Sunday Ledger, June 19, 1893.] 

 

G. The first territorial census is completed under the direction of Governor Isaac I. Stevens. Thurston 
County reported a population of 996 and Pierce County a population of 513 with a total of 3965 people 
reported in the territory.  [Blankenship p. 373-391]. 

 

H. Edward J. Allen spent the spring and summer of 1853 with a group of men building a territorial road 
toward Naches Pass 

".....believing that if [emigrants] could only be induced to come over the trail to Fort Walla Walla, and 
across the Columbia into the territory, conceived the idea of cutting an emigrant trail over the cascades 
from Fort Walla Walla to Fort Steilacoom, and Olympia." The Morning Globe. Tacoma, Washington. July 
25, 1889. 

 

I. Mr. John G. Parker of Olympia, "....took a carpet sack full of tobacco and women's shoes and went up 
the trial to the summit pass, where he met the emigrants and made happy the hearts of the men who 
had gone hungry for the weed and gladdened the hearts of the women whose shoes had been worn out 
on the long march" was one description of the arrival of the Longmire-Byles wagon train, the first party 
coming directly into the Puget Sound Country on what can be called the northern end of the Oregon 
Trial. [The Morning Globe, Tacoma, Washington Territory, Thursday, July 25, 1889.]. 

 

------ 

 

1854. 

 

A. The first school session held in Pierce County was conducted in July by Mrs. Sherwood Bonney in her 
home in Steilacoom. It was reported that the school term was three months long and that Mrs. Bonney 
was paid $120.00 to teach a class of twenty pupils. [Hieronymus]. 

 

B. The first Protestant church north of the Columbia River was established by the Rev. John F. DeVore 
who preached his first sermon in Steilacoom on August 28, 1853.  A building was built and was 
dedicated March 19, 1854, at an initial cost of $2300. 

 



C. The first Washington Territorial Legislature passed an act "to incorporate the City of Steilacoom..." 
which joined Port Steilacoom of Lafayette Balch and Steilacoom City platted by John Chapman into one 
city. [SHMQ. Summer, 1994, p. 3.]. 

 

D. A charter was issued June 13, 1854 which created the first Masonic lodge in Steilacoom, the second in 
the territory. The seven founders included John Chapman, Lafayette Balch, Lieut. William A. Slaughter, 
and William H. Wallace. In 1858 joining with three other lodges north of the Columbia River the Grand 
Lodge of Washington was created. [SHMQ, Spring, 1995, p. 7]. 

 

E. The first known marriage ceremony after the creation of Pierce County was that of Charles Hagan and 
Sarah A. Kilbourne, on September 17, 1854, performed by Sherwood Bonney, who was elected as a 
justice of the peace in July, 1854. [Bonney]. 

 

F. On November 22, 1854, one of the officers at Fort Steilacoom died.  This was Capt.  Thomas J. 
Montgomery, of the Fourth Infantry, who had graduated from West Point in 1845.  He was 31 years, 9 
months and 17 days old at the time of his demise.  A Masonic and military funeral was observed on the 
24th, interment being made at Fort Steilacoom.  He had served through the Mexican war with 
distinction. [Bonney]. 

 

G. During the latter part of November, 1854, the Steilacoom firm of P. Keach & Company was dissolved.  
W. C. Richmond and H. C. Perkins retired from the firm, leaving Philip Keach as sole owner. [Bonney]. 

 

H. A Bible Society was organized in Steilacoom on June 11, 1854.  Rev.  J. F. DeVore was named 
president of the organization, H. C. Wilson secretary, and M. H. Frost was chosen chairman of the 
executive committee. [Bonney]. 

 

I. Food costs were high during the year 1854.  On October 15th the prevailing Sound price for flour was 
$9 for 100 pounds.  Sugar was quoted at from 11 to 12 1/2 cents per pound.  Salmon was selling for 10 
cents per pound; potatoes, $1.25 per bushel; onions, $3 per bushel; eggs, 75 cents per dozen; coffee, 18 
to 20 cents per pound; vinegar, 75 cents per gallon; tea, 75 cents to $1 per pound; cheese, 40 to 50 
cents per pound, and codfish, 10 cents per pound.  Liquor was more reasonable. Whiskey was selling for 
from $1.25 to $1.50 per gallon; brandy the same; gin, $1.50 to $3 per gallon.  [Bonney]. 

 

J. Major Charles Larnard, who took command of Fort Steilacoom in July previous, proceeded to Whidbey 
Island with a detachment of nine soldiers, to endeavor to restore peace to the settlement at that point. 
While returning in a government surf-boat, navigated by John Hamilton of Steilacoom, all were lost by 
the sudden upsetting of the craft in a squall off Port Madison, except two privates, who clung to the 



boat and drifted ashore near Seattle.  The drowned were Major Charles Larnard who left a family at Fort 
Steilacoom, John Hamilton, Corporal Jirah T. Barlow, John McIntyre, Henry Hall, Lawrence Fitzpatrick, 
Charles Ross, John Clark, and Henry Lees. [Pioneer and Democrat., April 8, 1854.] 

 

K. An article in the Seattle Post Intelligencer written by Lucile Cohen on August 21, 1954 noted that 
when incorporated in 1854 "...the town had 700 residents, 400 whites, most of them men discharged 
from Fort Steilacoom then a mile up the road and 300 Indians. [Lucile Cohen. "Steilacoom marks century 
as Town," The Seattle Post Intelligencer, August 22, 1954]. 

 

L. It was reported that G.N. McConaha, President of the first legislative council of Washington Territory 
was drown on May 4, 1854 "....while making passage in a canoe between Vashon Island and Alki." 
[Blankenship p. 373-391]. 

 

M. Michael Luark looking for work on Puget Sound in the spring of 1854 found nothing at the Balch and 
Thomson sawmill. He went seven miles northeast to Bird and Slaughter's mill on Steilacoom Creek again 
finding no work. He turned towards Steilacoom passing Fort Steilacoom on the way. He noted the 
following in his diary: 

 

"This is an open square partially inclosed by the quarters composed of round log cabins, rather a neat 
place," he reported. "Steilacoom is quite a new place, full of large stumps and logs and some decent 
buildings, a somewhat stirring town. 

 

"Here I took a job of cutting cordwood on Wallace's (Anderson) Island at three dollars a cord, boarding 
myself. Bought an ax, provisions, and blankets to the amount of twenty six dollars, got aboard of a scow 
going to the island with a team and landed just at dark, all safe.  [Lucile McDonald, "Hard work lines 
pocket with cash," Seattle Times April 21, 1963.]. 

 

---------- 

 

1855. 

 

A. James McAllister of Nisqually Bottoms and Michael Connell were killed by Indians near Connell's 
Prairie near present Bonney Lake starting the shooting part of the Indian War of 1855-56. Michael 
Connell who was a discharged soldier was well known in Steilacoom for he had been employed as mail 
carrier between Olympia and Steilacoom. [Olympia. Pioneer and Democrat, Nov. 9, 1855.] 



 

B. Steilacoom becomes a refuge for many of the settlers who abandoned their homes in the Puyallup 
Valley as Indian attacks began. All settlers cabins in the Puyallup area were burned except one which 
was made from green timber and would not burn. 

 

C. Moses Spicer, proprietor of the Eagle Billiard Saloon advertized that on May 1855, he had just opened 
his saloon in the A. G. Balch Building, second story, 86 Snoqualmie Street invited "...sporting gentlemen 
of Steilacoom.....a most convenient and pleasurable mode of spending the odd half hours or the unspent 
whole ones." [SHMQ, October 1973.]. 

 

D. On December 3, 1855. Lieutenant William S. Slaughter rendezvoused with another small force of 
volunteers led by Captain Hewitt at the junction of the White and Green Rivers, the present day site of 
Auburn.  That evening, the position was fired upon by Indians, and Lt.  Slaughter was killed by a musket 
shot as he was conducting a planning meeting with the other commanders.  Two other men were 
casualties and five were wounded. His subsequent funeral at Fort Steilacoom was attended by most of 
Steilacoom Society. [Bonney]. 

 

E. Affleck and Gunn began their newspaper in Steilacoom on May 19,1855 with the motto "...Truth 
without Fear." The newspaper was Whig in orientation.  The senior editor, Mr. Affleck, wrote in the 
initial issue that he "...has always been a Whig, has lived as a Whig, and by the blessing of God will die as 
a Whig." He wrote later that "...it has been said that there are not enough Whigs in this territory to serve 
as milestones..." which was probably true since the paper did not become popular and suspended 
operation the next year. [Erastus Light, "Early Times in Pierce County. Tacoma Sunday Ledger, June 
19,1893.]. 

 

F. Steilacoom's efforts to have a major territorial activity located in the town were thwarted when the 
Territorial Legislature adjourned on February 3, 1854, after locating the capital at Olympia, the 
penitentiary at Fort Vancouver, the university at Seattle with a branch on Boisfort Plains in Lewis 
County. [Blankenship p. 373-391]. 

 

--------- 

 

1856. 

 

A. Additional U. S. Army troops sent to protect the Indians from the settlers and the settlers from the 
Indians during the War proved to be a boon to the economy of Steilacoom. Army pay masters brought a 



considerable amount of money into the area to pay troops and purchase supplies which strengthened 
the local economy. 

 

In 1856 two companies of the Ninth Infantry, under command of Major Garnett, arrived at Fort 
Steilacoom.  The captains were Fletcher and Dent.  Major Garnett later became a brigadier general in 
the Confederate army, and was killed in action in Western Virginia on July 13, 1861.  [Bonney]. 

 

B. A description of Fort Steilacoom was given on April 22, 1856 by George Steeb an engineer on the 
Steamer John Hancock. "The fort is built of logs.  In fact it is no fort at all but a collection of buildings 
built in the shape of a square, the men's barracks on one side, the officers' on the other, storehouses on 
another and a row of army wagons on the last side.  The houses are only one story and doors connect 
them all. * * * A short distance from the fort is a burial place of those who died here.  One grave is quite 
recent, that of Lieutenant Slaughter, killed while on a scout against the Indians." [Hunt]. 

 

C. On May 7,1856 the Chief Justice of the Territory, Edward Lander, opened a session of the district 
court at Steilacoom but was arrested by the militia and taken to Olympia along with the records of the 
court when Governor Isaac I. Stevens declared martial law in the county.  The next week the Judge 
issued orders of contempt to the Governor but he was again arrested and placed in confinement. 
[Erastus Light, "Early Times in Pierce County."Tacoma Sunday Ledger, June 19,1893.]. 

 

---------- 

 

1857. 

 

A. Nathaniel Orr arrived in Steilacoom and built his home on four lots facing Rainier Street. It is now 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The property includes the wagon shop, the residence, 
the orchard and a museum building replacing the former barn. 

 

B. The steamer Fairy then owned by Antonio B. Rabbeson used on the Olympia to  Steilacoom route 
"blew up spectacularly at Steilacoom... ironically scalding or otherwise wounding everyone aboard 
except the erring engineer." [SHMQ. Spring, 1999 p. 2.]. 

 

C. The first recorded attempted ascent of the Mount Rainier was in July 1857.  August V. Kautz, a 
lieutenant stationed at Fort Steilacoom, had long desired to ascend the mighty peak which, from the 
Fort, seemed but a few miles distant.  The age-old lure of the mountain called to the heart of Kautz and 



bade him, "Come." Kautz answered that call in the company of a small group of his men guided by Wah-
pow-e-ty, Nisqually Indian who knew the region very well. They were not successful but Kautz who was 
in splended physical shape nearly reached the summit before he lost his hat and "...it was getting 
dark..." [Bonney]. 

 

D. Two naval vessels, the USS Active and the HMS Satellite were anchored at Steilacoom for the 
celebration of Independence Day, 1857. There was a dinner and a dance and many sailors enjoyed the 
day "...riding the horses of the post over the prairies, and it was reported that nearly all horses became 
lamed because of the enthusiastic antics of the sailors." [SHMQ, Summer, 1989, p. 12]. 

 

E. In 1857 Lieut.  A. V. Kautz was given authority to erect more substantial and commodious buildings at 
Fort Steilacoom.  A concrete water tank was built.  Before that water was brought from the great spring 
in the gulch by a man with a mule and cart.  It was that wonderful spring that caused the fort to be 
established there.  Lieutenant Kautz placed below it a ram which for fifty years dutifully chugged away, 
its chugging filling the deep, fern-lined gulch with strange echoes. [Hunt]. 

 

F. Between 1857 and 1858 the economy of Steilacoom improved dramatically as the United States Army 
spent more than $200,000 on the reconstruction of Fort Steilacoom. "....a good share of that money was 
spent locally..." [Reese, p. 38]. 

 

G. Governor Fayette McMullen arrived in Olympia and took the oath of office as governor of the 
territory. He is remembered in Steilacoom as arriving at the Fort in full military regalia to "take the 
salute" of the troops as they marched off the field after lowering the flag for the day ignoring the 
governor and his suite. [Blankenship p. 373-391]. 

 

H. Edward Huggins and Letitia Work celebrated their marriage on October 20, 1857. Miss Work was a 
sister in law to Dr. William F. Tolmie of Fort Nisqually and Huggins at the time was a clerk at the fort. The 
gentry from Olympia, Steilacoom, and Victoria joined to participate in the event. Officers from Fort 
Steilacoom and worthy citizens of Steilacoom all vied to be as gallant as possible to the female visitors 
and Lieutenant Arthur Shaaf of the Fort got lost in the woods between Steilacoom and Nisqually and 
Sam McCaw of Steilacoom was forced to accompany the ladies back to their hotel in Steilacoom. [Kautz]. 

 

---------- 

 

1858. 

 



A. Pierce County built its first brick jail at Steilacoom, then the county seat. The bricks used were made 
by Peter Judson who had started the local kiln and Stephen Judson, his son was put to work hauling 
them to the building site. Stephen Judson later became county sheriff. Erastus Light wrote that he had 
superintended the actual building construction. [SHMQ. Spring, 1993, p. 4-5]. 

 

"After the jail was completed the jailer held dances in it and a writer of the time complained that the 
jailer "...plays the fiddle while the squaws and their shameless white companions danced on the Sabbath 
during church services." [Hieronymus] 

 

B. On February 3, 1858 the Steilacoom Library Association was incorporated by an act of the Washington 
Territorial Legislature, the first public library in the territory. The Association was for a number of years 
one of the social leaders in the community. It finally closed during World War II and in 1947 a branch of 
the Pierce County Rural Library District was opened. [SHMQ Winter, 1995, p. 11.]. 

 

C. The event which gave Steilacoom one of its greatest impetus but from which it failed to pluck a 
golden opportunity was the Fraser River gold rush in 1858.  March 21 of that year the Wild Pigeon 
brought to Steilacoom the information that gold had been found. 

 

The news spread and soon mills and mines had to suspend operations for lack of workers, crews 
abandoned their ships, soldiers deserted military posts. Charles Prosch using his newspaper urged the 
miners "....to take the route across Naches Pass, for he claimed it was a shorter route. This helped create 
much activity in Steilacoom. [Hieronymus]. 

 

D. Rev.  Mr. Sloan's congregation decided to build a  $2,000 Presbyterian Church, and the minister left 
for San Francisco to buy a bell and a melodeon.  The community already had had some trouble with a 
church bell.  When Balch & Webber's new brig W. D. Rice made her first trip to Steilacoom September 
14, 1858, she brought for  the DeVore church a 480-pound bell, the price of which was  $355. 

 

Six months later the bell was not yet paid for and the church people were warned that it would be 
returned to San Francisco on the next ship unless the bill was settled.  The bill was paid, the bell was 
saved and it now adds historic interest to the monument standing where the old church formerly stood. 
[Hunt]. 

 

E. In August, 1858, Martin Schmieg cleared the ground for the erection of a brewery-the first in the 
territory, and an event which, one may judge from the complimentary comment of the time, was 
accepted by the people of Steilacoom as an unusual recognition of the community's growing 
importance. 



 

 

Steilacoom and the Northwest had, up to that point, successfully weathered the growing pains of 
infanthood without the comforting cheer of lager beer.  Schmieg's brewery was the first in the State of 
Washington and its amber product found a wide market. Schmieg prospered and accumulated enough 
capital to warrant removal to a larger field, and he accordingly went to Seattle and built a plant. 

 

He sold his Steilacoom concern to John Locke, a tight-fisted man who seldom smiled and who had the 
reputation of miserliness. 

[Hunt]. 

 

F. Isaac Pincus arrived at Steilacoom, on Puget Sound in 1858 where he established a general 
merchandise and shipping business and soon became prosperous and prominent.  He established a 
sawmill and grist mill, and his varied business interests extended far and wide. 

 

Mr. Pincus continued in business at Steilacoom until 1881, when, believing that there were better 
prospects for the development of a large city on Commencement bay, he removed to Tacoma, which 
was then a small and struggling village, but with promise of rapid and substantial growth. 

 

G. On Monday, the 6th day of December, 1858 a convention of Free and Accepted Masons delegated by 
the four chartered Lodges within the limits of Washington Territory met at Masonic Hall in Olympia to 
consider the possibility of a Grand Lodge for Washington. J. M. Bachelder, W. H. Wood, and Samuel 
McCaw were the Steilacoom lodge delegates. J. M. Bachelder was appointed Senior Warden, Samuel 
McCaw, Grand Marshal and W. H. Wood Grand Junior Deacon when the grand lodge was organized 
December 9, 1858.  [Semi centennial celebration of the foundation of the Grand Lodge, 1908. p. 61]. 

 

H. In April 1858 the building housing the offices of the Pierce County Auditor burned. Thirty men from 
Fort Steilacoom were watching a theatrical performance in town when the fire broke out. Too late to 
save the office, the men put together a bucket brigade which kept the roof of a nearby building wet so 
that it would not burn. [Reese, p. 36]. 

 

I. Edward Huggins who was then at Muck Station near present Roy recorded the following: "Friday, 
December 24,1858.  Fine mild weather. Sent round rations and Christmas regal to the white men and 
Kanakas, the following for a regal: three lbs sugar, five pounds flour, one half pound tea, six pounds pork 
and one gull of Apples.  To the Indians four pounds of flour, two pounds sugar, and five pounds of beef 



extra." [Edward Huggins, "Christmas Regal at Muck Station," Journal of Occurrences at Muck Station. 
December 24, 1858.]. 

 

J. An Indian named Goliah was found dead on July 17, 1858, in the woods near Steilacoom. A soldier 
named John Crawley who was a member of Company G. U. S. 4th Infantry was accused by Indians of the 
crime. He was found with a bloody shirt, had been seen drinking with Goliah and coins known to have 
been owned by the Indian were found in his pockets. He was arrested and tried for the crime but was 
found not guilty because of an aversion of white juries to punish those who killed Indians. [Kautz]. 

 

K. At a Military Court held at Fort Steilacoom the following men were given forty-nine lashes on the bare 
back, their heads were shaved, and they were drummed out of the army for desertion on Monday, May 
31, 1858: James A.  Morris and James Wallace, of Company "H", Ninth Infantry; Patrick Wren, Private 
Bonnar and Timothy Malloy, of Company "C", Fourth Infantry.  Patrick Murphy was sentenced to serve 
six months with ball and chain and have $7.00 of his monthly pay of $11.00 retained. Francis Stine was 
likewise given a ball and chain sentence, but only for three months, with a like reduction in his pay. 
Those who were drummed out of the service had no place to go but Steilacoom. [William P. Bonney, 
"Soldiers given lashes on bare backs for desertion," History of Pierce County, Volume I, p. 248.] 

 

----------- 

 

1859. 

 

A. The Steilacoom Library Association sponsored a New Year's Eve ball at Light's Hotel "....to  dance the 
old year out and the new year in. The beauty and fashion of Steilacoom and Pierce County were 
exhibited to great advantage; there being present not less than two hundred of both sexes, embracing 
an array of fair damsels and lasses and gallant gentlemen such as few towns in old countries could 
produce." The dance went on until four o'clock in the morning although the officers from Fort 
Steilacoom left at three a.m. [SHMQ. December, 1973, p. 8]. 

 

B. In 1859 the first notable Fourth of July celebration since the settling of the territory began was held at 
Fort Steilacoom, and these were fitting times for a show of patriotism, as the San Juan dispute was 
approaching its climax. 

 

The Northwest was thrilled and the country at large shocked when General Harney a short time later 
seized  [San Juan] island and armed antagonistic forces were in battle array there.  A serious clash was 
prevented only by the employment of a timely and sensible finesse. July 4, 1859, the United States ship 



Massachusetts brought to Steilacoom General Harney and his staff, and they landed at 10 o'clock with 
martial ceremonies and went to the fort accompanied by many citizens.  [Hunt]. 

 

C. In January, 1859, Salem Woods among others went to Steilacoom city and there joined a party, hired 
by Philip Keach, of that town, to cut a trail from that place to Bellingham Bay, and was engaged in this 
employment for five months. Mr. Woods took a homestead and later a timber claim right, thus 
becoming one of the most extensive land-owners in Snohomish county, he recently built one of the 
handsomest residences on the upper waters of the Snohomish river. [Harvey Hines, Illustrated history of 
the State of Washington. 1893 p. 561-562]. 

 

D. In February 1859, two schooners, the Ellen Maria and Blue Wing, mysteriously disappeared while en 
route from Steilacoom to Port Townsend. The latter was commanded by a young man named Showell, 
and carried several passengers, among whom was E. Schroeder, a well-known and respected Swiss 
merchant of Steilacoom, lately appointed sutler to Major Haller. 

 

Various rumors were afloat concerning the fate of the vessels, in which Indians were mentioned as 
accessory to their loss, but the crime, if any, could not be traced to any tribe or individuals, until in July 
1860, when, at the trial of an Indian for another offence at Victoria, one of the Indian witnesses 
irrelevantly gave a clew to the matter. The guilty persons, it seems, were Haidah for whom requisitions 
were several times made on Governor Douglas, but refused upon one pretext or another, until the 
criminals had escaped, when it was granted. [Hubert Howe Bancroft. Works of.... Washington. San 
Francisco; The History Company, 1890.]. 

 

E. The Grand Division of the Sons of Temperance was organized at Olympia on January 7, 1858. 
Delegations from Steilacoom and Fort Steilacoom attended only to "fall of the wagon" in celebrating the 
event. [Blankenship p. 373-391]. 

 

F. Newspaper Editor Charles Prosch bid farewell to Lieutenant August Kautz in the Puget Sound Herald 
of April 22, 1859 as Kautz left the Pacific Northwest for a trip to Europe.  He called Kautz a 
"...meritorious officer." Lieutenant Kautz had written an article for the Herald pointing out that if the 
Indians who killed during the Indian War of 1855-56 were not committing acts of war but were merely 
murderers then there was no war and "if there was no war, how could there be a war debt" which the 
locals had been demanding reparations for since 1856.  [Puget Sound Herald, April 22,1859]. 

 

------------- 

 

1860. 



 

A.The Puget Sound Herald at Steilacoom, published the following on February 24, 1860: "Attention 
Bachelors:-Believing that our chance for realization of the benefits and early attainment of matrimonial 
alliances depends upon the arrival in our midst of a number of the fair sex from the Atlantic states and 
that, to bring about such arrival, a united effort and action are called for on our part, we respectfully 
request a full attendance of all eligible and sincerely desirous bachelors of this community to assemble 
on Tuesday evening next, February 28th, in Delin & Shorey's Building, to devise ways and means to 
secure this much needed and desirable emigration to our shores." This was the beginning of the Mercer 
Girls project. [Bonney]. 

 

B.There was a elaborate celebration of Independence a part of the exercises being the laying of the 
corner stone of the Masonic Hall, a building that has contributed richly to the history of this section.  
Another feature of the day was a barbecue among the trees just west of where the State Hospital now 
stands.  Among those who participated prominently in that day's events were Major Hugh A. 
Goldsborough, Hon.  Elwood Evans, Frank Clark, Colonel Silas Casey, Rev.  Daniel Kendig, chaplain at the 
fort, Major Haller and Dr. J. B. Webber, grand marshal.  [Hunt]. 

 

C. The Christmas celebration for 1860 in Steilacoom consisted of a considerable number of dinners for 
which "....everybody in town and country, civil and military, seemed to have made preparations in 
advance for a fitting celebration. The best display in town was made by Mrs. Coyle at the Thompson's 
Hotel....she had a table spread the whole length of her spacious dining room; and covered with viands of 
every conceivable description from the most delicate and fantastic forms of confectionery to the more 
substantial articles of poultry, and fish and flesh... [SHMQ Winter, 1994, p.10.] 

 

D. A regular stage line between Steilacoom and the Cowlitz landing was opened February 2,1860, by 
Henry Winsor and J. D. Laman.  This journey has been called "the worst in the world." The trail through 
the timber was just wide enough for the hubs to skin past the trees.  Great roots were hid in the morass 
that was called a road.  In slime belly deep, the weary horses dragged the careening vehicle through the 
gloom of the forest.  A journey of a few miles exercised every muscle in the human body, and its jolts 
were known to have sprained seriously several backs and necks. [Hunt]. 

 

------ 

 

1861. 

 



A. The Steilacoom Masons built their own lodge hall which was situated on the Northwest corner of 
Wilkes and Commercial Street from plans drawn by Allen Miller of Puyallup. It was dedicated on July 4, 
1861. [SHMQ, Spring, 1995, p. 7]. 

 

B. President Abraham Lincoln's proclamation calling for volunteers to fight in the Civil War did not reach 
Washington Territory until about the 1st of May, and on the 10th Henry McGill, who was at that time 
acting governor, issued a call for the organization of the militia of the territory under the existing laws, 
each company to report at once to headquarters and be at the call of the president should their services 
be required. [Steilacoom Herald, May 10, 1861; Olympia Pioneer and Democrat, May 17, 1861.] 

 

C. Company E of the California Volunteers arrived at Fort Steilacoom to replace remnants of the regular 
army which 

left to fight the Civil War. The California Volunteers consisted of eighty five men who were at Steilacoom 
until October 9, 1862. They were not pleased to be at Steilacoom and the Steilacoom community was 
not pleased to host them. [Reese p. 47]. 

 

----- 

 

1862. 

 

A. Captain Lafayette Balch, the original proprietor of the 

Steilacoom town site, died suddenly in San Francisco at the age of thirty-seven years. "A man of 
generous qualities, he made many warm friends, whose confidence and respect he enjoyed through life.  
[Puget Sound Herald, December 11, 1862]. 

 

B. In 1862 Steilacoom postmaster Erastus Light set out with a party of six men to find their fortunes in 
the Salmon River mines in Idaho. Using Naches pass and suffering considerably on the trail with two 
men turning back to Steilacoom. "we arrived at Florence, in the Salmon river mines, and after many 
trials and hardships we started out prospecting and kept it up for two weeks.  When passing one mine 
we inquired the name and was told that it was "Root, Hog or Die," and thought the place well named.  I 
had tired of prospecting and concluded to buy something that was already found.  I accordingly bought a 
digging, kept it about ten days and sold it for more than I had paid for it, purchased a pony and started 
home via The Dalles and Columbia River.... 

 

 



"I arrived there with about as much money as I had taken with me when I started, and was out only 
about three month's time, but learned a good many things about mines and miners."  [Erastus Light, 
"Early Times in Pierce County. Tacoma Sunday Ledger, June 19,1893.] 

 

----- 

 

1863. 

 

A. Andrew Byrd, a prominent Steilacoom business man was shot and killed by J. M. Bates who had lost a 
cow and was told that Byrd slaughtered it.  Bates was placed in the Steilacoom jail but at night a group 
of vigilantes broke into the jail and hanged him. 

 

B. Considerable attention in 1863 was focused on the prosecution of Nicholas Hale for the murder of an 
Indian boy named Jack, on December 20, 1863.  After sharing a considerable amount of liquor with 
friends Hale shot Jack for failing to find his horse.This occurred at Steilacoom. [Bonney]. 

 

C. On September 23, 1863 Mother Joseph agreed to establish a school at Steilacoom and on November 
25, 1863 three women, two of them sisters, came from Vancouver to open Providence School for young 
ladies conducted by the Sisters of Charity.Studies began on January 4, 1864, with fifteen boys and girls 
as pupils. [SHMQ. Spring, 1980, p. 2.] 

 

-------------- 

 

1864. 

 

A. The telegraph reached Olympia on September 4,1864.  The line ran to Steilacoom as described by 
Erastus Light in his reminiscences and then followed the Military Road to Puyallup where it crossed the 
river near present Meridian Street.  The line then crossed over the hill close to Five Mile Lake and down 
into the White River Valley and on to Seattle where service was established on October 26,1864. 
[Erastus Light, "Early Times in Pierce County. Tacoma Sunday Ledger, June 19,1893.] 

 

B. "In the 1850s a Roman Catholic chapel was built near Fort Steilacoom for the use of the soldiers. In 
1864 the church was torn down, and brought to Steilacoom in farm wagons and re-erected." 
[Hieronymus]. 



 

-------- 

 

1865. 

 

A. During the Spring and Summer of 1865 there was much agitation among the city fathers of towns and 
cities along the northwest coast of North America fearing that the Confederate Raider, the Shenandoah, 
would arrive off a port city and "...bombard their homes and business." The territorial legislature 
memorialized Congress several times to provide assistance in garrisoning the cities. [Reese, p. 48]. 

 

B. News reached Steilacoom that the Brother Jonathan, a steamer on its way from California to the 
Pacific Northwest was lost at sea. Among those who were lost was Dr. A. G. Henry, Surveyor General of 
the Territory, General George Wright, his horse and two camels. 

[Blankenship p. 373-391]. 

 

C. The Puget Sound Herald of Steilacoom, published by Charles Prosch, strongly advocated the 
expedition and aided in raising the funds that paid the expenses of Asa Mercer's trips to the East. On 
September 30, 1865, Committees were organized at Puget Sound towns to "...receive and provide for 
women arriving on the Continental from New England." When the first group of Mercer Girls arrived 
there were only eleven or twelve of them to accept the numerous proposals of marriage. [Blankenship 
p. 373-391]. 

 

------- 

 

1866. 

 

A. Charles Prosch was officially appointed "inspector of liquor" for the town of Steilacoom, the record 
failing to disclose his duties in detail. Search of future meetings does not disclose whether he performed 
his duties-whatever they were-in a complete and satisfactory manner, or how long he served as such; or 
whether his inspections were made frequently and thoroughly.  All we have is the bare record of his 
appointment. [Bonney]. 

 



B. The United States Coastal Survey vessel the Brig Fauntleroy arrived on Puget Sound to begin survey 
work on the coast of upper Puget Sound in a detail not seen since the 1841 Wilkes Expedition. 
[Blankenship p. 373-391]. 

 

C. The only major military incident arising in Washington Territory was at Neah Bay in April 1866.  Report 
of General Crook to the Secretary of War indicates that he dispatched First Lieutenant Amandus C. 
Kistler, 14th Infantry, with 130 men and two howitzers from Fort Steilacoom to quell an uprising.  
Arriving there on the 21st of April, he succeeded in putting the uprising to an end and returned with 18 
prisoners, 6 of whom were tried for murder. [Field]. 

 

----------- 

 

1868. 

 

A. Fort Steilacoom, occupied as a military post for nineteen years, was abandoned as such by the 
government on April 22, 1868.  The last force at the old fort was Battery E, Second Artillery, with five 
officers and 124 men.  Captain Charles H. Pierce was the officer in command.  Elwood Evans secured the 
flag when it was lowered for the last time, and it was loaned to the Ferry Museum.  The old buildings, 
twenty-five in number, were bought by the Territory for  $850. [Bonney]. 

 

B. The Puget Sound Woolen Manufacturing Company filed its  articles July 11, 1868, and was composed 
entirely of Steilacoom and Pierce County men, with the exception of one from Olympia. Its capital stock 
was for $25,000, divided into 250 shares of the par value of $100 each; and the purpose of the company 
was to establish a mill for manufacturing woolen goods and for the barter and sale of such goods when 
manufactured. [Bonney]. 

 

C. The building occupied by the Steilacoom Masons was burned on May 10, 1868. The Olympia 
Transcript newspaper reported "The cause of the fire is not positively known, but supposed to be 
accidental and from a cigar left by a member.." The Masons then met in the William Henson Wallace 
building until 1872 when they moved to their own building that had stood vacant since 1851 "...but 
never been able to occupy for lack of finances."  [Tacoma News Tribune and Sunday Ledger. December 
22, 1963.]. 

 

------------ 

 



1869. 

 

A. The county commissioners' minutes of November 1, 1869, show a new liquor license was granted for 
Steilacoom at this session, Asa Sears being granted the right to sell intoxicating liquors in less quantities 
than one gallon. [Bonney]. 

 

B. The Clara Light named for a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Erastus Light of Steilacoom was a schooner built 
in Steilacoom for Captain S.C. Mitchell in 1869.  She ran from Puget Sound to San Francisco for several 
years and later hauled lumber from Coos Bay Oregon. [Erastus Light, "Early Times in Pierce County, 
"Tacoma Sunday Ledger, June 19,1893.]. 

 

C. The Washington Territorial legislature of 1869 appointed John McReavy, Fred. A. Clarke, and L. F. 
Thompson commissioners to select a site for a penitentiary, `at or near Steilacoom.' The land selected 
was donated by John Swan and Jay Emmons Smith, a free gift to the territory of twenty-seven acres on 
the south-east shore of McNeil Island, about five miles by water from Steilacoom.  The secretary of the 
interior, however, who had the matter in hand, would take no steps toward building until the land was 
deeded to the United States, and money enough placed in his hands by appropriation to complete some 
portion of the work. 

 

Finding that $20,000 would be insufficient, they directed a suspension of the work until congress should 
move in the matter, which it would only do by being memorialized by the legislature and importuned by 
its delegate. The further appropriation was not made until 1873. [Bancroft, Washington]. 

 

------------ 

 

1870. 

 

A. The population of Steilacoom was listed in the United States census as 314 people. 

 

B. Two claim jumpers named Benjamin Gibson and Charles McDaniel were killed were killed by a mob of 
outraged Steilacoom citizens.  Charles McDaniel was buried in the Steilacoom Cemetery, and the 
following legend placed on the headstone: "Chas. M. McDaniel 

Born in Iowa, 1834, and died at the hands of violence". January 22, 1870, Aged 36 years. [Bonney]. 

 



 

C. In an effort to find people to come to Washington Territory "....Governor Salomon was trying his best 
to induce people to emigrate to Washington Territory." In August, 1870, about 120 persons went from 
Chicago to San Francisco, [and later] took a steamer for Puget Sound. After a six-days' voyage, the boat 
landed at Steilacoom. 

 

The immigrants were taken to [recently abandoned] Steilacoom garrison, where they remained for a 
short time until they could find work in the region. One of them, Joseph Klee, founded the Tacoma 
Furniture Factory, on South Twenty fifth, East H. He had previously been a partner in the flour mill on 
Steilacoom Lake which he purchased in 1882. [Harvey K. Hines. Illustrated history of the State of 
Washington Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1893, p. 673-674.]. 

 

D. On August 15, 1870, G. F. C. Breseman and his family arrived in Steilacoom on the steamer "Idaho." 
Mr. Breseman found employment in carpenter work until 1872, when he rented the "Davis place" at the 
head of Lake Steilacoom, and began making furniture in partnership with August Burow.  After two 
years they rented "Byrd's flour mill at the outlet of Lake Steilacoom, put in machinery and began the 
manufacture of furniture. 

 

They ran the factory there only about a year, when Mr. Breseman took up a claim near Spanaway lake 
and built a shop and made furniture by water power, still in partnership with August Burow, finding a 
market in Steilacoom, Olympia and Tacoma. [Harvey K. Hines. Illustrated History of Washington. 
Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1893. p. 708-709.]. 

 

-------- 

 

1871 

 

A. The old buildings at Fort Steilacoom were sold to the territory, the land was donated, and August 19, 
1871, the property became the territorial hospital for insane.  To it were removed twenty-one patients 
who had been cared for at Monticello.  Hill Harmon became superintendent and contractor for keeping 
and clothing the hospital's inmates.  He repaired the old garrison buildings and afforded what comforts 
he could to the unfortunates.  C. W. Boeschen was the warden and Dr. S. Hemenway was the resident 
physician.  One of the women patients professed to have had 750 children.  [Hunt]. 

 

B. William Henson Wallace is elected as mayor of Steilacoom. A lawyer by profession Colonel Wallace 
served in the Indian War of 1855-56, was first territorial governor of Idaho and served in the U. S. House 



of Representatives as a delegate from both Idaho and Washington Territories. Governor Wallace and his 
wife are buried at the Fort Steilacoom cemetery. 

 

Before the charter election of April 22, 1871 "...the county commissioners took care of the services 
normally associated with a town." [Town, p. 40]. 

 

C. On December 2, 1871, Hyman and Louisa Goodtime filed the plat for the "Goodtime's Addition to the 
town of Steilacoom," complete with the "Goodtime Plaza." It was surveyed by J. V. Meeker. Today that 
land is just outside the southeast corner of the Steilacoom city limits, partially in the city of Lakewood, 
partially on Fort Lewis. Shelton and Salomon Streets became 110th and 108th. [Freedman]. 

D. Pioneers from around the territory met at Olympia on January 21, 1891 to form a pioneer association. 
All citizens whose residence dates back to 1860 are eligible for membership. [Blankenship, p. 390). 

 

-------- 

 

1872. 

 

A. "Steilacoom has only three hundred inhabitants and is possessed of three churches and two school 
houses. A boarding-school for girls is kept by the Sisters of Charity. The Masons, also, have a hall; the 
other public buildings being a Court-house and Jail-the latter built of brick , and very substantial."  
[Frances Fuller Victor, "Steilacoom, Washington," All Over Oregon and Washington. Observations on the 
country. San Francisco: John H. Carmany and Company, 1872. p. 242-45.] 

 

B. A Thanksgiving Ball was given by the Ladies Aid Society of Steilacoom on Thanksgiving night. Some 
forty couples assembled at Light's Hall for the dance and a supper that followed. After dinner the dance 
was again commenced and "...was kept up until four o'clock in the morning. [Puget Sound Express, 
November 28, 1872.]. 

 

C. Steilacoom, with six pages of the Puget Sound Directory for 1872 was occupied in the sounding of her 
prowess, "was entirely out of the mill town class.  She had more than three hundred inhabitants even 
yet, though her commercial glory already had begun to fade.  "Steilacoom should become a fashionable 
summer resort, for it possesses all the requirements, with the exception of surf bathing * * * elements 
that should attract those who flee from the heat of the cities to enjoy their vacations. When the 
advantages of Steilacoom are known, it will become the Newport of the Northwest." [Hunt]. 

 



D. November 21, 1872, another newspaper was launched in Steilacoom by Julius Dickens.  He called it 
the "Puget Sound Express, " and it mirrored the events of its time in an interesting manner. Dickens 
overworked in his effort to make his paper pay, and died, but his paper lived until 1881. 

 

E. An earthquake of frightening severity shook the Puget Sound region at 9:50 o'clock, on the evening of 
December 14, 1872.  Tacoma, Steilacoom, Seattle and other places reported alarming tremors.  The first 
shock, which jolted buildings considerably was followed by a second a little less severe.  Each lasted 
about a minute. There were several slighter shocks besides, and the earth continued to tremble at 
intervals for more than a month.  In the Puyallup Valley large trees were thrown down.  [Hunt]. 

 

-------- 

 

1873 

 

A. The census of Pierce County for 1873, completed by the county, showed a total white population of 
1,214.  Of this number, 715 were males and 499 females.  There were but 230 families, and 293 dwelling 
houses.  The colored population of the county was returned at 185, an even 100 being males.  There 
were 231 foreign-born males and 70 foreign born females.  There were but 456 voters listed in the 
entire county.  Out of those within the school age, 243 attended school for the year.  Those who could 
not write numbered 103, and 64 could not read. [Bonney]. 

 

B. The hopes of its early builders, that Steilacoom would eventually become the great metropolis of the 
Puget Sound region, were finally crushed when in 1873 Tacoma was chosen instead, as the terminus of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad. [Smith, Alfred J. Points of Interest on Steilacoom Boulevard, Tacoma, 
Washington, December 26, 1936.] 

 

C. This notice, printed March 6, 1873, read: "The grist mill of T. M. Chambers located about a half mile 
from Steilacoom, on one of the many romantic nooks of this beautiful bay, is one of the most substantial 
and best fitted out with all the latest improved machinery.  The mill is three stories high, in good running 
order, has a drive wheel thirty-two feet in diameter, a capacity of ten bushels per hour, and abundance 
of water the year round.  Vessels can come close into the mill to load or unload. 

 

"The quality of flour turned out by this mill is universally acknowledged to be of the very best and is sold 
at $5.50 per barrel. Mr. Chambers offers to rent his mill to a practical miller or run it in partnership 
against capital and divide the profits.  A circular saw could be put in,successful operation, could be run 
by the same power and profitably employed.  The site for a steam sawmill can be bought at reasonable 
rates and capital laid up for drydock purposes can here be invested with advantage." [Hunt]. 



 

D. The railroad track was twenty-two miles from Tacoma when the financial crash came, September 18, 
1873.  Many of those employed in the railroad building had been miners in the Frazer River country and 
they were a rough lot.  They decided to strike for their delayed pay.  At Clover Creek, then known as 
Skookumville, they threw up barricades, armed themselves and defied their superiors. 

 

A special train from Tacoma with General Sprague, Governor Ferry and Chief Justice Greene on board 
was held up by the pickets 200 yards from the barricade.  The strike leaders went forward to parley, 
with the result that Captain Ainsworth personally guaranteed the unpaid wages. The people of 
Steilacoom gave aid and comfort to the strikers.  They were incensed, of course, over the choice of the 
terminus, and besides their stores were being largely patronized by the strikers. [Hunt]. 

 

E. John Scolla, an Indian who had dissolved his tribal relations and had become a citizen, was murdered 
in August, 1873, by Gus Lyttle, in front of the Indian's home in Steilacoom.  Lyttle was a desperado, who 
had been plotting to kill and rob Paymaster Bingham, of the Northern Pacific, and he had been giving 
exhibitions of his skilful use of the bowie knife and dagger.  He cut the Indian in sixteen places, most of 
the wounds being close to the heart.  He fled, and a reward of $200, offered by the county 
commissioners, procured his capture within a few hours.  At the bearing he pleaded self defense, but he 
was convicted. [Hunt]. 

 

F. January 22 a series of vibrations continued for more than nine minutes following the earthquake of 
December 14, 1872.  Windows were cracked and chimneys demolished.  Settlers said the crashing of 
timber could be heard in all directions.  In Yakima City the shocks were severe.  The inhabitants thought 
the Indians were attacking the town and rushed from their homes armed with guns.  The first shocks 
were accompanied by a deep rumbling. [Hunt]. 

 

---------- 

 

1874. 

 

The act of Congress donating the military reservation at Fort Steilacoom to the Territory of Washington 
for the use of the insane asylum, and which was approved April 15, 1874, reads as follows: 

 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That section thirty-three of township numbered twenty north, of range numbered two east 
of Willamette meridian, embracing a portion of Fort Steilacoom military reservation, and the military 



barracks thereon, in the county of Pierce, and the Territory of Washington, be, and the same is hereby, 
donated to the said Territory of Washington for the use and purpose of an asylum for the insane of said 
Territory, and for no other purpose: Provided, that this act shall not be construed or have the effect to 
impair any rights of any person in or to any portion of said lands acquired under any of the land laws of 
the United States." [Bonney]. 

 

---------- 

 

1875. 

 

A. A second draft of articles of incorporation of the First Presbyterian Church of Steilacoom was filed on 
December 2, 1875.  Those named in these papers as the organizers were S.  McCaw, W. R. Downey, J. 
Hoover, Mrs. Rogers, Mrs. Matilda White, Murphy Fahy, Hugh Pattison, Mrs. E. Pattison, Mrs. S. 
Thompson, E. C. Meade, Mrs. Laura Meade, John Flett, Mrs. J. Flett, William Flett, William Stewart, 
Williamson Stewart, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Annie Craig, and Miss Katie A. Webster.[Bonney]. 

 

B. Penitentiary at McNeil Island begins operation (May 29) with the arrival of the first three prisoners; 
Abraham Gervais, Frank Lafontarsis and John W. Hand.  H. H. Pitts is appointed as first guard. 

 

C. Captain William Henry McNeill for whom McNeil Island is named dies. Although an American citizen 
Captain McNeill served the Hudson's Bay Company and was once in charge of their famous steamer The 
Beaver. 

 

D. The Sisters of Providence ended their mission at Steilacoom permanently closing their school 
"....freeing them to found a new school, St. Joseph Academy in Yakima."  [SHMQ Spring, 1980. p. 11.]. 

 

-------- 

 

1877. 

 

In 1877 Louisa Goodtime who kept a dry goods store in Steilacoom "....was again charged with sales of 
liquor to Indians, this time in King County (KNG-1087, case #1877.) She was found not guilty." 
[Freedman]. 

 



---------- 

 

1878. 

 

A. A census of the county was completed in June, 1878, showing a gain of approximately 600 over the 
previous year.  New Tacoma had 614 inhabitants, considerably overshadowing Old Tacoma with but 350 
enrolled.  The population in the Puyallup Valley was placed at 750, while Steilacoom and neighborhood 
had around 500.  The total figure for the county was 2,885.  The Indian census included 560. [Bonney]. 

 

B. On February 12, 1878, the county commissioners appointed the following election officials to serve at 
the election of April 9, 1878, to elect delegates to a Territorial convention to form a State constitution: 
Steilacoom Precinct, F. C. Miller, Sam McCaw and W. P. Daugherty. [Bonney]. 

 

-------- 

 

1880. 

 

A. Steilacoom was still the trade center with a population of 250, but Tacoma steadily was gaining, and 
early in 1880 began the agitation to move the county seat to the terminus.  Complaint was made that 
the county records were poorly kept in Steilacoom, and in danger of being burned. 

 

The escape from the old jail in Steilacoom, of R. G. McKay, charged with resisting an officer, did not help 
Steilacoom's defense.  McKay whittled three holes through an oak door four inches in thickness, and 
succeeded in unlocking it, after which he removed a considerable section of brick from about one of the 
iron-barred windows. [Hunt]. 

 

B. The election of November 2, 1880, removed the county seat from Steilacoom to New Tacoma.  The 
officers elected to county positions were William B. Blackwell, W. C. Gibbs, and George W. Byrd, 
commissioners; Henry Winsor, sheriff; John Murray, treasurer; C. D. Young, probate judge; W. B. Kelly, 
auditor; Clara McCarty, superintendent of schools; C.  0. Bean, surveyor, and H. C. Bostwick, county 
coroner.  This was the first time that a woman had been elected to office in the county. [Bonney]. 

 

----- 

 



1881. 

 

A. Father Peter F. Hylebos who served as the last resident pastor of the Immaculate Conception Church 
moved to Tacoma in 1881. "From 1881 until the present, Immaculate Conception has been administered 
as a mission. Every Sunday the eight o'clock mass is crowded with Steilacoom residents." [Town, p. 79]. 

 

B. Isaac Pincus who set himself up in business at Steilacoom in 1858 remained until 1881, when, 
believing that there were better prospects for the development of a large city on Commencement Bay, 
he removed to Tacoma, which was then a small and struggling village, but with promise of rapid and 
substantial growth. 

 

----------- 

 

1882. 

 

A private school, the Puget Sound Academy, was opened by the Congregational Church in 1882. The 
county court house which was abandoned when the county seat was moved to Tacoma in 1880 was 
purchased and remodeled into school rooms on the upper floor. The Reverend A. T. Burnell was 
principal and  he was assisted by his wife, Mary. The Rev. Burnell and his staff continued to teach in the 
remodeled courthouse until 1886 when he moved to Coupeville. [SHMQ Fall, 1991. p. 6.] 

 

----- 

 

1883. 

 

Land for Steilacoom's only cemetery was purchased from Emma and Nathaniel Orr for fifty five dollars 
by the Masonic Lodge on April 24, 1883. Consisting of eleven acres on the road to American Lake the 
first burial on October 20, 1883 was that of Margaret Saltar, daughter of John Saltar of Steilacoom. 
[SHMQ, Spring, 1995, p. 7.]. 

 

---------- 

 

1884 



 

A. A stage line was established between Tacoma and Steilacoom during the summer of 1884 by Hill 
Harmon.  The round-trip fare was $2. [Bonney]. 

 

B. The Steilacoom Normal Academy opened for its third year of operations on September 22, 1884. 
Located in the former county court house board is four dollars a week, tuition six to ten dollars per term. 
A. T. Burnell is principal with, G. H. Atkinson, J. F. Ellis, E. C. Oakley and John Flett, Trustees. 

 

C. While Fort Steilacoom was abandoned by the U. S. Army on April 22, 1868 it was not until April 15, 
1874, that a portion of the reservation was officially donated to the territory of Washington for the 
establishment Western State Hospital.  The remaining portion of the military reservation was 
transferred to the Interior Department on July 22, 1884. [Robert W. Frazer. Forts of the West. Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1965., p. 174-75.]. 

 

----- 

 

1885. 

 

Early in 1885 the Tacoma had its first Polk directory. It contained 2,763 names.  Assessor Macready at 
about the same time took a careful census of the county, and reported a population of 11,687, of whom 
956 were Chinese.  The population of Tacoma was 6,936; Puyallup, 389; Steilacoom, 236.  There were 
532 Chinese in Tacoma, according to this count. [Hunt]. 

 

------------ 

 

1886. 

 

The Washington Territorial Legislature officially established the Western Washington Hospital for the 
Insane on February 3, 1886. The name was changed to Western State Hospital in 1915. 

 

-------- 

 

1887. 



 

A new building was opened at Western State Hospital and was dedicated in December, 1887, by 
Governor Eugene Semple who was accompanied by a contingent of territorial legislators who traveled 
on a chartered steam, Hayward, from Olympia. Festivities included a dance which lasted "....all night."  
[SHMQ. Fall, 1989, p. 6.]. 

 

------------- 

 

1888. 

 

The R.L.Polk and Company Puget Sound directory for 1888 shows Steilacoom with a population of 250 
one and a half miles from the Territorial Insane Asylum which has accommodations for 250 patients 
under the superintendency of Dr. J. W. Waughop.  Rev. Peter F. Hylebos is pastor of the Roman Catholic 
Church and Rev. Charles A. Newberry is pastor of the Congregational Church.Miss Lucia R. Rigney has a 
variety store, is the post master and telegraph operator. The Schafer and Howard Brewery, F.S. 
Eisenbeis grocery, the Ira D. Light General Store, E.R.Rogers grocery, and Nathaniel H. Orr wagon maker 
were some of the business establishments in the town. [R.L.Polk and  Company. Puget Sound Directory, 
1888. p. 590-593.] 

 

------------ 

 

1889. 

 

A. The Tacoma City Directory for 1889 lists 125 citizens in Steilacoom. The total did not include married 
women unless they had occupations. Children were also not counted. Occupations in Steilacoom were 
many and varied. Twenty-seven were employed at Western State Hospital. [SHMQ, Fall, 1989, p. 6.]. 

 

B. In 1889 the Schafer and Howard Brewery of Steilacoom which was opened in 1872 was owned and 
operated on Starling Street by Wolf Schafer, formerly county treasurer and his partner Dennis Howard. 
Walter Averill was the bookkeeper, Henry Gaul was brew master and John Meister, the teamster. 
[SHMQ, Fall, 1989 p. 7]. 

 

C. The Tacoma Morning Globe of June 1, 1889, published an engraving of Steilacoom which included the 
Southern Pacific Land Company's Silver Beach addition to that community. The Globe reported that 
Steilacoom was not a "paper town" for it had 500 inhabitants, four churches, a good public school, four 



stores, two hotels, two large breweries and a grist mill and a $40,000 saw mill which is "....now being 
erected." 

 

Prices for lots were to "...range from $44 to $175, one fifth cash and the balance in three quarterly 
payments." The project failed and the land is still vacant.  [Tacoma Morning Globe. June 1, 1889]. 

 

D. General David McKibben who left Fort Steilacoom  during the Civil War returned for a visit in 1889. A 
Tacoma News reporter penned the following: 

 

Between fighting savages and dancing with the Steilacoom belles the doughty general managed he said 
to enjoy a delightful time. "The glory of Steilacoom has departed," he remarked. " I was over there today 
and found but few reminders of the old time when her streets and halls rang with the merry laugh of 
revelers and the town was smart and new... It, to my mind possesses the loveliest site on the Sound, but 
then I am partial to it you know." 

 

["Old Indian fighter, thrilling tales of local interest told by General McKibben," The Tacoma News, 
Tacoma, Washington Territory, Monday, September 16, 1889.] 

 

------ 

 

1890. 

 

The United States Census listed the population of Steilacoom at 270, an increase of 20 people from the 
1880 census. 

 

------ 

 

1891. 

 

A. The Tacoma and Steilacoom Electric Railway, the world's first interurban line, began running between 
Steilacoom and Tacoma powered by a steam plant on Chamber's Creek near the tidewater on the west 
side. [SHMQ, Spring 1999, p. 6.]. 

 



B. E. R. Rogers completed the building of his home, a seventeen room mansion facing Puget Sound in 
1891. Losing it soon after because of the Depression of 1893 the building served as a summer resort, a 
boarding house, an informal museum and a partially restored apartment house. "To be known as 
Waverly by the Sea it will open as a restaurant built to accommodate eighty diners at a time. The dinner 
menu will feature a different variety of different menus each day." [Tacoma News Tribune. August 11, 
1974.]. 

 

C. During the early 1890s the regular army troops in the Department of the Columbia remained fairly 
static with the exception of frequent changes in the command.  Brigadier General August Valentine 
Kautz relieved General Gibbon who assumed command of the Military Division of the Pacific in early 
1891. General Kautz will be remembered as being assigned to Fort Steilacoom as a junior officer in the 
1850s and thus ended his career as commanding general of the Military Division. The latter was 
discontinued shortly thereafter leaving only the Departments of California and Columbia. [Field]. 

 

------------ 

 

1892. 

 

The Rev. John M. Lydgate arrived in Steilacoom in October as the new minister responsible for two 
churches, Oberlin Congregational Church in Steilacoom, then a small town of 284 people and a small 
church in Lakeview, nine miles away. He stayed until 1895 "owing to a steady exodus from the 
community..." [SHMQ. Summer, 1998, p. 4-5.] 

 

------------ 

 

1893. 

 

A. In 1891 E. R. Rogers, a prominent Steilacoom merchant, started construction of an "imposing 
mansion" on the corner of Wilkes and Commercial Streets. Although completed and occupied in 1893 by 
the Rogers family their stay was short for the "Panic of 1893," caused the family to sell their newly 
constructed home. The building served a variety of uses mostly as a boarding house. In 1974 the 
building was purchased by Don and Betty Rehburg who refurbished it and opened a restaurant called 
"The Waverly."  In 1978 it was again refurbished and is now a landmark restaurant known as "The E. R. 
Rogers." [SHMQ, Winter, 1978, p. 5.]. 

 



B. A safecracker successfully opened the Bair Store's post office safe during the night of August 15, 1893. 
A burglar drilled through the top of the safe, poured gun powder into the opening and lit the fuse. The 
resulting explosion below the cast iron flanges holding the door bolts and cracked the back, bulging it 
out five inches. The total loss to the burglary was $263.98. The culprit was never caught. At the time the 
Bair Store was on Commercial Street between Main and Balch. [SHMQ,  Fall, 1977, p. 4]. 

 

------------- 

 

1895. 

 

The Bair family opened their Drug Store on Lafayette Street in Steilacoom. In 1973 the building and 
some surrounding property was given to the Steilacoom Historical Museum Association and is open as a 
"drug store", sandwich shop, soda fountain and museum. 

 

---------- 

 

1900. 

 

A. The United States Census Bureau published the 1900 census listing the population of Steilacoom to be 
284 an increase of 14 people from 1890. 

 

B. The Tacoma Evening News of December 15, 1900, reported that 1540 salmon were hauled in by eight 
purse seiners at Steilacoom with little more than 35 minutes work.  They were all sold within three 
hours for a total of  $385. The beach seiners were also busy and a crew of five men collected 404 salmon 
which sold for $101.00 [SHMQ. Winter, 1995, p. 6]. 

 

----- 

 

1902. 

 

The congregation of the Oberlin Congregational Church dedicated its new home built on the corner of 
Lafayette Streets and Wilkes Avenue. It served as a meeting place for the church for more than fifty 



years until the new quarters were built on Rainier Street. It is now the Steilacoom Tribal Museum. [The 
Tacoma News Tribune April 13, 1975]. 

 

----------- 

 

1903. 

 

The Tacoma newspaper reported the death of General Tecumseh Spot, an old Indian whose "...army 
uniform, many medals, and intemperate habits...." made him well known in Tacoma. He died in the city 
jail on January 16, 1903. He claimed to have been born in Steilacoom and was "about twenty years old 
when the first white man came." [Tacoma News Tribune. January 17, 2003. 

 

--------- 

 

1906. 

 

A. E. R. Rogers whose imposing mansion facing Commercial Street was built in 1893 died in 1906. 
Coming to Steilacoom in 1852 for a short time and returning in 1856 he engaged in the mercantile 
business and groceries "ever since." He was a county commissioner 

in 1863, a clerk of the school district in 1866 and was active in promoting the Naches Road Company and 
the Puget Sound and Columbia River Railroad Company. [SHMQ, Winter, 1978, p.9-10 and the Tacoma 
Ledger. August 28, 1906.]. 

 

B. The citizens of Steilacoom and Tacoma banded together to provide Annie Steilacoom a Christmas gift 
in 1906. She had lived with her husband John Steilacoom along the shores of Puget Sound for many 
years. Following the death of her husband in 1906 the camp they had maintained for many years was 
burned. As a community project a houseboat was built in Tacoma and towed to Steilacoom just before 
Christmas. It was newly furnished in bright colors and the local newspaper recorded that Annie 
"...danced with joy through her new home..." [The Tacoma Daily Ledger. December 26, 1906]. 

 

C. The DuPont Company began construction of their massive works near the site of Fort Nisqually on 
September 1, 1906. Plant operations began September 21, 1909 with the first product being 2350 
pounds of straight 40% Du Pont dynamite. [Munyan, p. 220]. 

 



D. The War Department issued orders mobilizing the greater part of the United States Army, into seven 
brigade camps, located in various parts of the country, between July 15th and September 15th, for the 
purpose of instruction in practical field exercise". 

 

Approximately 8,000 regulars and National Guardsmen, commanded by Brigadier-General Frederick 
Funston, participated in the maneuvers at Camp Tacoma, American Lake, Washington. Using the largely 
open country two armies, the Blues and the Browns, conducted field exercises either attacking or 
protecting Tacoma from attack. 

[Mears, Winnifred, "The Army maneuvers at American Lake; their value and results," Pacific Monthly. 
XVI (December, 1906) p. 760-777.]. 

 

E. Because of very low water armed guards are now patrolling the Clover Creek from the Tacoma city 
intake to the headwaters of that stream, and any attempt on the part of ranchers to interfere with the 
City supply "will be resisted by force of arms, if necessary".  The guards have received instructions to 
tear out dams and ditches. The Creek flows into Lake Steilacoom and from that lake down Chambers 
Creek. "Armed Men Guarding Clover Creek... " The Tacoma Daily Ledger. April 22, 1906. 

 

-------------- 

 

1907. 

 

The Washington State Gazetteer for 1907-1908 [p. 1266] lists Stielacoom with a population of 450. 
Amenenties listed included two churches, a public school, hotels, steamer service with Tacoma and long 
distance telephone service. The hotels were the Bay View Hotel and the Waverly Hotel. The Iron Springs 
and Sea Water Sanitarium was also listed. 

 

------------- 

 

1908. 

 

A. Dedication ceremonies were held September 19, 1908 for the "handsome stone monument" which 
was erected on the site of the first protestant church north of the Columbia River. The tower atop of 
which hangs the bell from the church was erected by the Washington State Historical Society, the Puget 
Sound Methodist Conference and others at a cost of about $800.00. [SHMQ. Summer, 1981 p. 12]. 



 

B. A special supplement to The Imperial Sound for February 1908 illustrated and explained the "Gillies' 
projected imperial waterfront" scheme at Chambers Creek. The plan, coupled with the Imperial scheme 
to build the largest office building in the world in Tacoma brought the proposed railroad lines to the 
level of the 180 foot bluff crossing Chambers Creek with bridges which would contain "....warehouses, 
mills, etc. under the railroad tracks." 

The plan collapsed with the depression of 1909. [The Imperial Sound, February 1908.]. 

 

C. After crossing the prairie [from American Lake] we started to ascend the hill to the left of the 
cemetery.  We were unable to discover the slightest trace of a wagon road, so were compelled to plunge 
through dense underbrush for quite a distance.  Finally we came to an ill-defined and very indistinct 
roadway, with only 2 ruts to mark its direction, the middle, having long ago become covered with a 
luxuriant growth of vegetation.... 

 

We at last arrived at Steilacoom.  I suggested that, as long as we were in Steilacoom, we might as well 
call and see Mrs. R.J. McMillan, who lived with us for a long time...We decided to go direct to the 
principal business corner, and inquire as to the locality of her residence.  We were soon directed by a 
passer-by, and shortly after arrived at her house, a four-room cottage, located across the street from 
the old courthouse. 

 

The courthouse is an old, 2 story structure, constructed of wood and painted gray.  In early days, when 
Steilacoom instead of Tacoma, was the county seat of Pierce County, this building, the first county court 
house in the country, was occupied by the county officers, the county court, and the village school, 
which occupied the upper floor.  Now the village, numbering a thousand inhabitants, requires a good-
sized eight-room school, located on the hill overlooking the sound. 

 

We walked down the street, to the beach.  On the way we passed the tennis club.  It has a fine place, 
with three fine courts.  Along the street wild black caps and blackberries were growing in great 
profusion, and we could not help stopping to pick some. 

 

[Howard Edmonds Gregory. Our Hike to Steilacoom, July 23, 1908 

"From actual experience received during my camping outing on that lake during the summer of 1908"] 

 

----- 

 



1909. 

 

Robert Strode, later known as the Bird man of Alcatraz, began his prison term at McNeil Island in 1909. 
After three years at McNeil where he was involved in a drug episode and killed an informer he was 
transferred to Leavenworth. The violence continued and he was placed in solitary confinement where 
he developed a colony of birds publishing two books before being transferred to Alcatraz. [SHMQ. 
Spring, 1999. p. 4.] 

 

----- 

 

1910. 

 

A. On July 22, 1910 the cornerstone for the new Masonic Lodge was laid. It was dedicated December 15, 
1910, and was located in a brick building on Lafayette Street. At the time there were seventy members 
of the Lodge. [SHMQ,  Spring 1995, p. 12]. 

 

B. The building once occupied by the Iron Springs Sanitarium which was an attempt to create a Spa on 
the European model was opened as the Steilacoom Aquarium. 

 

C. The United States Census Bureau listed the population of Steilacoom at 430, an increase in population 
of 146 over the population listed for 1900. 

 

----- 

 

1911. 

 

The Pierce County Directory for 1911 listed the population for 1910 at 430. It was noted that the town 
sustains a Catholic, a Congregational and an Independent church. There is a general store, a public 
school and a hotel. Prominent businesses in Steilacoom included the Bair Drug and Hardware Store, the 
Waverly Hotel, a general merchandise store operated by Jacob M. Smith, George Gimel's saloon, Alex 
Boyd, a barber, and Mrs. Hattie Bair's restaurant. [Pierce County Directory, 1911, p. 193]. 

 

------- 



 

1913. 

 

"On Thursday August 28, 1913, the first exhibition of Steilacoom products and the many curios of this 
historical city was held in the form of a fair at the home of Jesse Thomas. The candies, cakes, preserves 
and needlework displayed by the ladies of Steilacoom were wonderful to see and more wonderful to 
taste. 

 

"The most interesting of all the booths was the historical. Many handsome old treasures were brought 
forth from the attics of the pioneers... This fair is the beginning of a series to be held annually under the 
auspices of the Oberlin Congregational Church and was successful under the guiding hand of Mrs. 
Herbert Post." [The Tacoma Daily Ledger. September 1, 1913, p. 9.]. 

 

------------- 

 

1914. 

 

A. The Northern Pacific Railroad completed its tidewater line along the shores of Puget Sound bridging 
for the first time the mouth of Chambers Creek. [SHMQ, Spring, 1999. p. 6.]. "...All the houses and 
buildings along the waterfront had to be moved or torn down at this time..." [Hieronymus]. 

 

B. To the lover of Nature and seeker after historic spots there is no section more alluring than that 
traversed by the old military road between Olympia and the old town of Steilacoom. Reaching 
Steilacoom the beholder is enchanted with the loveliness of the view of the Sound from the town, as it 
stretches out wide and beautiful, with McNeils and other smaller islands in the distance.  The bell 
crowned stone monument, marking the site of the first Protestant Church built north of the Columbia 
River, and the quaint little Catholic Church, are the interesting points in this town of by-gone days. [Mrs. 
George E. Blankenship, "A trip to Steilacoom," Early History of Thurston County, Washington. Olympia: 
n.p., 1914, p. 260-266.]. 

 

------ 

 

1915 



A.To create an "asylum" from the world for the insane the hospital begins its farming operations. The 
large dairy herd, the orchard, the pig farm and the gardens provide food for the hospital and 
occupations for the patients. 

 

B. The Pierce County Directory for 1915 lists Steilacoom with a population of 650. It shows general 
stores, schools and a hotel. It was served by the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company and 
American Express and Northern Express. William B. Jones was mayor and Homer St. Clair, town marshal. 
The town council members were A. J. Nelson, W. H. Vanderbilt, W. J. Hatcher, George Harrison, and 
William J. Bradley. [Pierce County Directory, 1915, p. 159]. 

 

-------- 

 

1916. 

 

A. Some town officials frustrated at the widespread use of the name Steilacoom as in Fort Steilacoom, 
Steilacoom Junction, Steilacoom asylum and Lake Steilacoom called a public meeting to obtain "citizen 
input" before proposing to change the name of Washington's oldest incorporated place to something 
else. At a public meeting former Sheriff Steve Judson led the attack against the name changers and 
there were only two votes for a change and everyone else against it.  [The Tacoma Daily Ledger. July 13, 
1916]. 

 

B. In July, 1916, the street car line which T. 0. Abbott and G. W. Thompson built to Steilacoom was 
abandoned.  It had lost $17 a day from the time it began operating.  The great building operations which 
its promoters expected would follow its tortuous course, never materialized. 

 

Its fine scenic attractions after reaching the canyon of Chambers Creek gave the line considerable 
popularity but not enough for its financial well being.  Simultaneously with its abandonment the Tacoma 
Railway & Power Company extended its line from Fort Steilacoom to the Town of Steilacoom, giving a 
much better service. The rails of the old line were removed, to be used in the extension of a line to 
Lemon's Beach and to carry the Pacific Avenue line further southward.  [Hunt]. 

 

------- 

 

1917. 

 



Captain David L. Stone of the Quartermaster Corps arrived to supervise construction of Camp Lewis on 
May 26, 1917. The contract was signed with the Hurley-Mason Company of Tacoma on June 14, 1917, 
and construction began on July 5, seventy-six years to the day after Commodore Charles Wilkes' crew 
had celebrated the Fourth of July. The first building was finished in three days. In ninety days some ten 
thousand men built 1,757 buildings and 422 other structures, lighted, plumbed and heated. Streets, 
roads and railroad spurs were underway. the camp stood ready for its planned 50,000 men. Steilacoom 
at the north end of the reservation changed forever as her men obtained work to help build the post 
and later when families of active duty service people moved into the area. 

[Joe D. Huddleston, Fort Lewis, a history. Fort Lewis, 1983.]. 

 

 

-------- 

 

1918. 

 

The historic significance of Immaculate Conception Church of Steilacoom was recognized by the Roman 
Catholic Church when on September 21, 1918 a tablet in front of the church was unveiled by William P. 
Bonney, Secretary of the Washington State Historical Society. Called a "vital, living memento of the 
Pacific Northwest frontier. Unlike so many preserved building of the past it is not a museum or a 
curiosity but rather a useful structure still fulfilling the purpose for which it was built..." SHMQ. Fall, 
1974, p.10.]. 

 

------------- 

 

1920. 

 

A. The first dock built for ferries carrying cars was constructed in Steilacoom. It accommodated 
passengers and motor cars traveling to Longbranch on the peninsula and Anderson and McNeil 
Islands.[SHMQ, Summer, 1998, p. 6.], 

 

B. Steilacoom's second aquarium was opened by Ed Bair on Saltar's Point a few feet above the water 
line. It was a two story building 

housing a museum and living displays. It was maintained until World War II. [SHMQ. Summer, 1994 p. 4-
7]. 



 

As you approached the aquarium, it resembled a ship's superstructure.  The total appearance was of a 
ship moored along side the bank of the Sound.  Ed also built a few dressing rooms along the side of the 
aquarium, where he rented bathing suits.  He charged a dime for their use. [SHMQ, Summer, 1994, p. 
1,4-7]. 

 

C. Henry Sicade of Fife who was born a Nisqually Indian at Lakeview wrote an article in the Tacoma 
Times on June 19, 1920 reporting that the name Steilacoom had nothing to do with an Indian chief but 
was named "for the pink flowers plentiful in that locality." 

 

D.  The U.S. Census Bureau listed the 1920 population of Steilacoom at 564, 134 more than in 1910. 

 

----- 

 

1921. 

 

Roy Gardiner arrived on McNeil Island in June of 1921 after a career which included a specialty for 
robbing mail trains and escaping from his guards. In September of 1921 he escaped from the island and 
was captured in Phoenix, Arizona two months later. He was then imprisoned at Leavenworth and later 
Alcatraz. [SHMQ. Spring, 1999, p. 4.]. 

 

----- 

 

1924. 

 

A. On March 11, 1924 while the mail boat Edith H, plying between Steilacoom and Allyn, was picking its 
way through a thick fog off Devil's Head, an unidentified passenger, crazed from drinking moonshine, 
murdered Robert Tolstrup and then committed suicide.  Tolstrup was the owner of the boat, thirty-eight 
years old, and lived in Tacoma.  The murder and suicide occurred at about 8 o'clock in the morning.  
[Bonney]. 

 

B. Colonel Albert Whyte was a Scot who had training in the British army.  He had come to Tacoma in 
1883, having been sent by C. B. Wright, from Philadelphia. In April, 1883, he homesteaded 160 acres of 
land situated about four miles north of Steilacoom, and made for himself a beautiful home, having 



about twenty-five acres in choice fruits, his own system of water works, and hot and cold spring water in 
his house; fountains on the lawns, besides numerous other comforts and conveniences rendered 
possible by the genius and inventions of modern times.  After active service during with the Washington 
National Guard he moved into Steilacoom and in July, 1924 purchased the home of Colonel William H. 
Wallace. [Tacoma News Tribune, July 20, 1924]. 

 

C. A fire at Western State Hospital caused the evacuation of more than two hundred patients as local 
fire organizations rushed to save the buildings of the hospital. "...Lives of 211 aged and infirm women 
patients....were saved....by heroic nurses and attendants when the fire broke out in the three story 
structure housing the patients." [Tacoma News Tribune, September 25 and 26, 1924.]. 

 

------------ 

 

1925. 

 

A. Stephen Judson was eighty-eight years old when he died October 25, 1925. He came with his family to 
Steilacoom as a refugee during the Indian War of 1855-56 and soon thereafter became County Sheriff. 
He later served in the territorial legislature for four terms, the state legislature for two terms and in 
1896 was elected country treasurer and served for two terms. [SHMQ. Spring, 1993. p.4-7]. 

 

B. In 1925 the first gas station and garage (in Steilacoom) was opened for business by Gordon Toole in 
the old Orr Wagon Shop on Main Street between Lafayette and Rainier Streets. [SHMQ, December, 
1973, p. 9]. 

 

C. The Washington State Historical Society in April, 1925 placed two markers commemorating the 
establishment of the Military Road to Fort Steilacoom in 1853. Located at the entrance to Western State 
Hospital and at Ponder's Station the markers "...are of field and cobble stones, in pyramid form, and are 
seven feet square at the base and nine feet high." [Tacoma News Tribune. April 7, 1925.]. 

 

D. The Washington Gazetteer for 1925-1926 listed Steilacoom with a population of 800. Businesses 
included the Bair Drug and Hardware Company, the Nicholas Doering livery stable, and Smith and 
Dickens, dealers in general merchandise. William Leach was the postmaster. [Gazetteer, 1925-1926 p. 
933.]. 

 

---------- 



 

1926. 

 

A. In an effort to make the McNeil Island prison pay for itself and provide work for inmates a farm camp 
was opened. Additional land was purchased for an orchard, fields for cattle grazing and gardens. 

 

B. A fire of unknown origin completely destroyed the Soundview Inn and boathouse on Saltars Point on 
August 7, 1926. The inn, boathouse and smaller buildings worth about $10,000 were burned in the fire. 
[SHMQ, Fall, 1986, p. 11]. 

 

------------ 

 

1927. 

 

Publicity was given to the soil enrichment efforts of the farmers at Western State Hospital. Most of the 
hospital farm consists of very gravelly soil and for a number of years mud from the shores of Waughop 
Lake was taken to enrich the soil.  That summer the level of the lake was quite low and pumps pulled up 
"....a mass of decomposed leaf mold and vegetable matter of a dark greenish brown color and estimated 
at about 40,000 years old." The entire garden area of the hospital was eventually covered by the sixty 
feet of mud from the bottom of the lake. [TNT September 23, 1927 and Charles F. A. Mann, Scientific 
American (April, 1930), p. 276.]. 

 

------ 

 

1928. 

 

The Launch LaBlanca loaded at DuPont with 15,000 pounds of dynamite and 6,480 pounds of black and 
sporting power left the DuPont dock at 6:00 p.m. One hour later she exploded setting the woods on 
shore afire and burning two farm houses between Steilacoom and the Tacoma Narrows. The crew of 
two escaped injury.  [Munyan, p. 221]. 

 

--------- 

 



1929. 

 

A. Union Avenue, the road dividing Steilacoom City and Port Steilacoom was opened in ceremonies 
attended by Major General Robert Alexander of Fort Lewis, Washington Governor Rolland S. Hartley and 
Steilacoom Mayor Willis E. Morris. The straightened and much improved road ran from the Steilacoom 
dock to Dupont. There were ceremonies at both ends of the road accompanied by a thirty-piece band 
from Fort Lewis. [SHMQ, Spring, 1997, p. 11]. 

 

B. On June 1, 1929 the Navy tugboat USS Mahopac, Boatswain A. D. Holland, Captain in Command 
rammed the Steilacoom Dock, carrying away two braces one foot by one foot by twelve feet long, one 
guard rail one foot by one foot by twenty feel long, twenty feet of railing and several deck planks and 
throwing the northwest corner of the dock one foot out of alignment. 

 

The U. S. Navy was using the dock to bring parties and stores from Tacoma to a Navy Ranger camp at 
Fort Lewis. No real blame was attached to the accident although the Navy noted that the dock was 
"...not as substantially designed and constructed as it would have been had the Navy designed...it." 
[SMHQ, Fall, 2002, p. 8-9.]. 

 

----------- 

 

1930. 

 

A. The new Steilacoom town hall was dedicated on October 4, 1930 by Mayor John T. McCutcheon on 
land donated to the town by Dr. Charles Taylor who was once superintendent of Western State Hospital 
with the Tennis Club sponsoring the first dance in the building. The "town hall and library building, a fine 
example of Colonial architecture" "was recently completed and for years the fond dream of local 
residents." E. J. Breseman served as architect and the cost of the building was $7,000.  The town 
population was then 722. [Tacoma Daily Ledger, October 5, 1920]. 

 

B. January 8, 1930. The winter of 1929-1930 was unusually cold. Toward the end of the month the 
mercury registered near zero for several days. [Munyan, p. 221]. 

 

C. On July 30, 1930, a work camp designated as the Dupont Prison Camp was opened. Men from McNeil 
Island housed at the Dupont Camp were used as maintenance personnel for Fort Lewis since the camp 
was simply a fenced off area of the military base. It was only because army barracks were available that 



it was put in operation so rapidly. The Dupont Camp was operated by the Bureau of Prisons until June 
11, 1943. [SHMQ, Winter, 1979, p. 10.]. 

 

D. The United States Census Bureau listed the population of Steilacoom at 722, an increase over the 
population as listed for 1920 which was 564. 

 

------------ 

 

1931. 

 

A crew of men from the DuPont works were clearing a seven hundred-foot firebreak strip between the 
north end of their plant and the forest leading to Steilacoom. A strong wind came up and the controlled 
burn expanded to over forty acres into the swamp through which Sequaltichew Creek flows. [Munyan, 
p. 222]. 

 

-------------- 

 

1932. 

 

The Tacoma News Tribune reported in its July 7, 1932 issue that Pierce County's pioneer court house 
was being demolished. Built in 1859 on land donated by John Chapman the building housed county 
offices until the county seat was moved to Tacoma and later served as a school for the Steilacoom 
Academy and a home for the collections of the Steilacoom Library Association. [SHMQ, Spring, 2002, p. 
6]. 

 

----- 

 

1935. 

 

A. On August 11, 1935 a forty piece band of thirty boys and girls and ten adults under the direction of 
Fredrick Rosevear gave a performance for the first time. They were part of a music festival which 
included a band contest and a drum and bugle corps contest. Judges for the event were representatives 
of the 148th Field Artillery Band and the 10th Field Artillery Band both of Fort Lewis. 



 

Groups who participated included a band from Gig Harbor, a Wild West Bugle Corps, the McNeil Island 
Orchestra made up of officers and their wives, the Canadian Legion Pipers from Tacoma and Seattle. The 
affair was held at the baseball field of the Steilacoom School. [SHMQ, Summer, 1988, p. 6-9]. 

 

B. Juvenile Delinquency raised its ugly head in Steilacoom in 1935. "A group of boys from sixteen years 
to the early twenties are disturbing the Boy Scouts to the point that unless it is stopped our Scout 
Master will not go on. He cannot escort each scout home after meetings." The "gang" was stealing light 
globes, shooting out street lights, throwing rocks at trains and damaging school property and even 
leaving cigar bands, burnt matches, ashes and empty cigarette packages around town. The town council 
and school board received notice on December 3, 1935 but there is no record that anything was done. 
[SHMQ. Fall, 1977, p. 5]. 

 

---------- 

 

1937. 

 

Steilacoom's Church of the Immaculate Conception originally built at Fort Steilacoom in 1855 and moved 
to its present site in 1864 was registered in the Historic American Buildings Survey conducted by the 
Department of the Interior. [SHMQ, Fall, 1974, p. 10.]. 

 

------ 

 

1938. 

 

A. The Steilacoom chapter of the Daughters of the Pioneers of the State of Washington was organized 
March 7, 1938, by thirty-four ladies all of whom had pioneer ancestry. The group soon consisted of sixty 
ladies who "...are working to carry out the chapter's goal which is to perpetuate the memory and spirit 
of the pioneers of Washington." [SHMQ, Winter, 1992, p. 11]. 

 

B. Norton Clapp who opened Lakewood Center in 1937 as the first suburban shopping center in America 
purchased the former dancing pavilion and lake shore resort at the north end of Lake Steilacoom and 
turned it into the Lakewood Ice Arena as the "...area's first ice rink to please his skating fan wife." 
[Tacoma News Tribune January 29, 2002.]. 



 

----------- 

 

1939. 

 

Steilacoom's most extensive fire occurred on September 9, 1939 when almost the entire northerly side 
of "downtown" Lafayette street was destroyed. Lynn Scholes was credited with saving the Bair Store by 
standing on the roof and wetting it down with a garden hose. Total damage was $15,000. [SHMQ. 
Winter 1998, p. 7]. 

 

----------- 

 

1940. 

 

The U.S. Bureau of the Census listed the population of Steilacoom at 832. 

 

------------ 

 

1941. 

 

A.The Yuzaburo Haguchi family leased a small farm at Sunnyside Beach where they tilled the soil for 
many years beginning in the 1920s. Papa Haguchi was injured in a work related accident and to earn a 
living he built four one room cabins, a building to house 13 round bottom road boats and family sized 
picnic tables along the shore. The family was evacuated by the government first to Camp Harmony at 
the Puyallup Fairgrounds and then to Idaho and their property was returned to the Pioneer Sand and 
Gravel Company.  [SHMQ. Spring, 1992, p. 9  and Fall, 1998, p. 2]. 

 

B. It was announced that twenty five percent of Steilacoom's one thousand residents were enrolled and 
active in the civil defense corps which was set up as a local help the war effort activity at the start of 
World War II. Citizens manned a former water tower which had been transformed into an observation 
post twenty-four hours a day. Others were involved in an ambulance corps, as air raid wardens, first aid 
works and fire wardens. [Tacoma News Tribune. December 26, 1941,]. 

 



C. In the spring of 1941, 37,000 troops were on maneuvers on the Nisqually Plain training area. Poorly 
equipped with sticks as rifles, beer cans as grenades, and trucks as tanks, these sadly motivated citizen 
soldiers played at their training, awaiting the September 16 end of their one-year call up. 

 

If the training was haphazard, at least the combination of civilian construction crews and Army work 
details were making real progress on the raising of barracks and training ranges at North Fort Lewis. 
Started in April, the initial two thousand-acre North Fort complex was unadorned and unpainted, but 
ready for use by August, 1941, just south of the town of Steilacoom. [Joe D. Huddleston, Fort Lewis, a 
history,  Fort Lewis, 1983.]. 

 

----- 

 

 

1942. 

 

A dance was held as the Deluxe Standard Oil Service Station was opened on the corner of Union and 
Rainier. It was the first commercial structure in Steilacoom to be equipped with a neat ladies lavatory. 
[SHMQ Spring, 1992, p. 5.]. 

 

----- 

 

1944. 

 

A. On August 13, 1944, the citizens of Steilacoom gathered at the site of the first jail in the territory of 
Washington near the corner of Starling Street and Main Street to begin taking the jail apart to save the 
bricks, iron work and other architectural details for future use. The property was owned privately and 
the plan was to remove as much of the original building as possible to property owned by the town. 
Called a "jail break" of the first magnitude the project was not completed although some iron work and 
bricks were much later used at the entrance to the Historical Museum in the town hall. [SHMQ, Winter, 
1977, p. 4. Tacoma News Tribune August 12, 1944]. 

 

B. Washington State Auditor Cliff Yelle issued a "report card" for Western State Hospital. He reported 
that the hospital had cared for 25,981 mental patients since 1871 up to the year ending March 31, 1944. 
He noted that the institution "....has returned better than fifty per cent of its patients to society." [TNT 
June 5, 1945]. 



 

------------ 

 

1947. 

 

The Steilacoom Fire Department joined units from Spanaway, Fort Lewis, Lakewood, the Veteran's 
Hospital and the U. S. Naval Base to fight a fire at Western State Hospital that caused the death of one 
patient and the evacuation of 350 others. Early estimates of the damage done totaled $250,000 but 
hospital officials reported that it would cost over $900,000 to replace that which was lost. [Tacoma 
News Tribune, March 25, 1947]. 

 

-------------- 

 

1948. 

 

The Steilacoom City Music and Art Study group scheduled their first annual art exhibition in the 
auditorium of the Steilacoom grade school on November 5, 1948. Art work of residents of Steilacoom 
will be featured as well as works of other artists. A recital of piano music was also planning as well as 
some choral music. Marshall Fausold, president of the Steilacoom school board will conduct the activity. 
[Tacoma News Tribune. October 30, 1948]. 

 

------------ 

 

1950. 

 

A. Canadian troops arrived at North Fort Lewis in late October 1950 to train for duty in Korea. The 
Canadian Army Special Force, a colorful, self contained fighting unit, was believed to be the first large 
armed group of a foreign nation ever to stage on a reservation operated by the United States. Fort Lewis 
was used because Canada had no base large enough to assemble such a force. 

[Joe D. Huddleston, Fort Lewis, a history. Fort Lewis, 1983.]. 

 



B. A severe blizzard accompanied by a forty a mile hour northeast wind dropped thirty two inches of 
snow in the region. Schools were closed and many businesses did not operate for several days. It was 
the heaviest snowfall since 1897. [Munyan, p. 222]. 

 

 

C. The census bureau listed the population of  Steilacoom at 1233. 

 

--------- 

 

1951. 

 

A. At the beginning of the Steilacoom Centennial celebration the grave of William Henson Wallace at 
Fort Steilacoom received a new headstone which was dedicated on August 25, 1951 by Steilacoom 
Masonic Lodge Number 2 and representatives from the states of Washington and Idaho. [SHMQ, 
Summer, 1896, p. 7]. 

 

B. Steilacoom celebrated its centennial with a variety of activities held August 25 and August 26, 1951. 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars and its auxiliary sponsored a salmon bake, the Mask and Wig club gave a 
dance at the town hall, there were athletic events sponsored by the fire department, an antique and 
hobby show sponsored by the Catholic Women's club, the Book club had a garden tea and the 
Daughters of the Pioneers sold sun bonnets. [Tacoma News Tribune. August 10, 1951.]. 

 

-------- 

 

1952. 

 

The town of Steilacoom celebrated the centennial of its post office with a number of events including an 
antique and hobby show, a parade consisting of decorated cars and a children's parade, a clam chowder 
luncheon and a softball game between the volunteer fire departments of Lakewood and Steilacoom. The 
Veteran's of Foreign Wars scheduled a salmon bake at Saltars Point and a parade of decorated boats and 
motorboat races. [Tacoma News Tribune. August 12, 1952]. 

 

-------------- 



 

1954. 

 

Steilacoom closed its celebration of 100 years with a grand parade. Featured during the celebration 
were performances by the Merry Widows Kitchen Band. Their musical instruments were of the home 
made variety and consisted of kettles, a washboard, a garden hose and a funnel and for the sake of 
continuity an accordion. "The ladies came down the street in the afternoon centennial parade playing 
loud and clear and good they were as fine a band as you cold hear anyplace.  The crowd knew a good 
thing when it heart it, too." [Lucile Cohen, "Steilacoom marks a century as a town,"  The Seattle Post 
Intelligencer, August 22, 1954.] 

 

------------- 

 

1959. 

 

A. The first annual Fort Steilacoom Old Time Threshing' Bee was held at the farm at Western State 
Hospital focusing on the work of a steam powered threshing machine doing its work on a field of oats. 
Planned as an outing for hospital patients the "Bee" included band music, an open house at the hospital, 
a clown and entertainment and a visit by the Pierce County Mounted Sheriff's Posse and the Horseless 
Carriage Club. [Tacoma News Tribune. August 30, 1959 and an article by Erna Bence in the TNT on 
August 31, 1959.]. 

 

B. The good citizens of Steilacoom were "up at arms" over the large number of escapes from Western 
State Hospital resulted in 209 burglaries in the town the first ten months of the year. Not wanting a "real 
tragedy" Mayor Russell Faulkner asked state officials to solve the intolerable situation. [Tacoma News 
Tribune, October 28, 1959]. 

 

---------- 

 

1961. 

 

The Pierce County Pioneer and Historical Association dedicated a marker in early October, 1961, at the 
site of the first public school session north of the Columbia River built held in 1852. The two story log 
house also served as a refuge during the Indian War of 1855-56 when the 79 residents of the Puyallup 



Valley fled to Steilacoom and Fort Steilacoom for safety. The monument is at the foot of Main Street 
where it is crossed by Commercial Street. [Tacoma News Tribune. October 8, 1961]. 

 

-------------- 

 

1962. 

 

A. The Pierce County Pioneer and Historical Association sponsored the construction of a monument 
commemorating the first court house in Pierce County. Mayor George Salzer joined President Leland J. 
Athow of the society in helping Steilacoom to become even more what newspaper writer Rod Carwell 
called "...the only museum with sidewalks and a fire department." The marker made of royal mahogany 
granite from South Dakota rests on the front lawn of a home at 611 Martin Street. [Tacoma News 
Tribune. July 8, 1962]. 

 

B. Steilacoom Center a shopping center and apartment building "....in the heart of the state's oldest 
incorporation town is expected to be finished by Christmas. Builders estimate the cost at $160,000. The 
design is that of a modernized Old English Tudor. The building is 160 feet by 40 feet. It has eight shop 
spaces and 12 apartments. [Tacoma News Tribune. November 25, 1962]. The builders were required to 
tear down "....the once palatial mansion occupied by the late Charles Taylor, a superintendent of 
western State Hospital. [Tacoma News Tribune, March 25, 1962]. 

 

----------- 

 

1963. 

 

A. The Cherrydale Elementary School was dedicated in September, 1963. It is located on Galloway and C. 
Streets in the Cherrydale Addition of Steilacoom. As it opened it was used for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Grades. 
The Tacoma newspaper noted that "The school's orange brown brick exterior fits well with forest 
surroundings" and was designed by the Tacoma architectural firm of Worthen, Wing, Seifert and Forbes. 
[SHMQ. Spring, 1975, p. 9.]. 

 

B. The Suburban Times of May 1, 1963 reported that more than 125 persons attended the unveiling 
ceremonies at the Steilacoom Town Hall as an additional five enlarged historic photographs of 
Steilacoom were put on display. Under the chairmanship of Clyde V. Davidson assisted by Chapin Foster, 
former director of the Washington State Historical Society, sponsors were found for the five 



photographs joining those already hanging on the walls of the council chamber. [Suburban Times. May 
1, 1963.]. 

 

-------- 

 

1965. 

 

The Town of Steilacoom obtained a deed to the property at Sunnyside Beach from the State of 
Washington in 1965. The beach property was leased and had been operated as a resort for many years 
by Harry Keller. The last of these leases had expired in 1963 and the town wished to take control of the 
property. [Tacoma News Tribune. Wednesday, August 3, 1966]. 

 

----- 

 

1966. 

 

The Steilacoom Town council accept a plan prepared by Harstad and Associations for development of 
Sunnyside Beach as a municipal recreation area. The council approved an application for state funding of 
the first phase of the project which included grading, security fencing, a central kitchen, sanitary 
facilities, bath houses and smooth surfaced play areas. Old buildings remaining on the beach from the 
time when the property was operated as a resort will be leveled and burned. [Rod Cardwell, "Steilacoom 
to use beach as play area," The Tacoma News Tribune, September 8, 1966.-------------- 

 

1970. 

 

The Steilacoom Historical Museum was incorporated with its museum in the basement of town hall with 
Donn Laughlin as director and Clyde Davidson as first president of the Association. An opening was held 
on October 4, 1970. In its first decade it expanded four times its original size. Exhibits included those of 
local history, Indian artifacts, the books of the Steilacoom Library Association and local historical 
photographs. [SHMQ. Fall, 1980, p. 3.] 

 

 

 



A STEILACOOM CHRONOLOGY. (continued) 

expected to be finished by Christmas. Builders estimate the cost at $160,000. The design is that of a 
modernized Old English Tudor. The building is 160 feet by 40 feet. It has eight shop spaces and 12 
apartments. [Tacoma News Tribune. November 25, 1962]. The builders were required to tear down 
"....the once palatial mansion occupied by the late Charles Taylor, a superintendent of western State 
Hospital. [Tacoma News Tribune, March 25, 1962]. 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

1963. 

 

A. The Cherrydale Elementary School was dedicated in September, 1963. It is located on Galloway and C. 
Streets in the Cherrydale Addition of Steilacoom. As it opened it was used for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Grades. 
The Tacoma newspaper noted that "The school's orange brown brick exterior fits well with forest 
surroundings" and was designed by the Tacoma architectural firm of Worthen, Wing, Seifert and Forbes. 
[SHMQ. Spring, 1975, p. 9.]. 

 

B. The Suburban Times of May 1, 1963 reported that more than 125 persons attended the unveiling 
ceremonies at the Steilacoom Town Hall as an additional five enlarged historic photographs of 
Steilacoom were put on display. Under the chairmanship of Clyde V. Davidson assisted by Chapin Foster, 
former director of the Washington State Historical Society, sponsors were found for the five 
photographs joining those already hanging on the walls of the council chamber. [Suburban Times. May 
1, 1963.]. 

 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

1965. 

 

The Town of Steilacoom obtained a deed to the property at Sunnyside Beach from the State of 
Washington in 1965. The beach property was leased and had been operated as a resort for many years 
by Harry Keller. The last of these leases had expired in 1963 and the town wished to take control of the 
property. [Tacoma News Tribune. Wednesday, August 3, 1966]. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 



 

1966. 

 

The Steilacoom Town council accept a plan prepared by Harstad and Associations for development of 
Sunnyside Beach as a municipal recreation area. The council approved an application for state funding of 
the first phase of the project which included grading, security fencing, a central kitchen, sanitary 
facilities, bath houses and smooth surfaced play areas. Old buildings remaining on the beach from the 
time when the property was operated as a resort will be leveled and burned. [Rod Cardwell, "Steilacoom 
to use beach as play area," The Tacoma News Tribune, September 8, 1966. 

 

----------------------------- 

 

 

1970. 

 

The Steilacoom Historical Museum was incorporated with its museum in the basement of town hall with 
Donn Laughlin as director and Clyde Davidson as first president of the Association. An opening was held 
on October 4, 1970. In its first decade it expanded four times its original size. Exhibits included those of 
local history, Indian artifacts, the books of the Steilacoom Library Association and local historical 
photographs. [SHMQ. Fall, 1980, p. 3.] 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

1971. 

 

The first salmon bake sponsored by the Steilacoom Historical Museum Association was held at Saltar's 
Point as "an activity to bring the members of the newly founded organization together." It has become a 
major activity in the lower Puget Sound area. [SHMQ, Fall, 1980, p. 3. 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

1972. 

 



A. The Orr home and orchard was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in November, 1972. 
Bruce LeRoy, Director of the Washington State Historical Society called it "...a unique part of 
Steilacoom's heritage. Site of a pioneer orchard and residence continuously occupied by one family since 
the 1850s, it is imperative that this historic house be preserved." [SHMQ, Summer 1974, p. 1.]. 

 

B. The Steilacoom Historical Museum Association published the first issue of the Steilacoom Historical 
Museum Quarterly with an aim to "....improve communication within the Association and to further 
interest in historical information." Issue one featured a photograph of the Orr home, an article by 
President Lee Merrill and an article by Rita Happy discussing the possibilities of creating a historic district 
in the town. [SHMQ. March, 1971, p. 1. 

 

C. On November 5, 1972 the town of Steilacoom held a celebration marking the gift of the new 
established Perkins Park, a gift from the son of Mary Fletcher Perkins, a Steilacoom pioneer physician 
who died in 1941.  Doctor Perkins arrived in Steilacoom in 1902, was a physician for the Tacoma Public 
Schools 1914 to 1916 and was the first woman doctor on the medical staff of Western State Hospital 
serving until 1938. The marker is located on the northwest side of Union Avenue at Martin Street. It is a 
brick and stone marker bearing a portrait of Dr. Perkins. [Tacoma News Tribune. November 3, 1972]. 

 

 

D. The Steilacoom Historical Museum Association in celebration of its many successful activities in 
promoting historic preservation in Steilacoom sponsored a day long program entitled "Historic 

Preservation in a Small Town."  "The value of Steilacoom as an historical town and ways and means of 
preserving that significance will be the focus for the workshop." [Tacoma News Tribune. September 3, 
1972, p. B-2.]. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

1973. 

 

A. On September 14, 1972 Saltar's Point School was dedicated. Upon opening it was set up to have 4th, 
5th and 6th grade pupils. It is located on Second and Jackson Street. [SHMQ, Spring, 1975, p. 9]. 

 

B. G.L.(Cub) Bair and his sister Eudocia Leach offered the Bair Drug and Hardware Store with additional 
property to the Steilacoom Historical Museum Association in honor of their parents Mr. and Mrs. W.L. 
Bair. As a fund raiser the Association held a close out sale on August 3, 1974 where over 1,700 people 
came to purchase the remaining stock of the store. [SHMQ, Spring, 1994, p. 1.]. 



 

C. Steilacoom held its first apple squeeze through the efforts of Harold Hellyer who was called the 
founder of the event which was held October 21, 1973, at Perkins Park. One feature of the event was 
the identification of apples brought by participants and a display of many varieties of apples and 
information about how to care for apple trees and a display of pruning equipment. By 1990 it was called 
"a major event in the Puget Sound area." [SHMQ. Spring, 1990, p. 7.]. 

 

D. On July 1, 1973, Readiness Group, Fort Lewis, was established at North Fort Lewis. This agency, a part 
of the Sixth U.S. Army in San Francisco, and controlled through Army Readiness and Mobilization Region 
IX, is responsible for integrating Army Reserve and Army National Guard units of Washington and 
Oregon into a comprehensive training and assistance program aimed at achieving and maintaining 
combat readiness. R.O.T.C. Summer camp became a feature of Steilacoom's summer each year. [Joe D. 
Huddleston, Fort Lewis, a history. Fort Lewis, 1983.]. 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

1974. 

 

A. On March 1, 1974 the Steilacoom Historical District was approved by the Washington State Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation. In December 1975 it was placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places by the keeper of the National Register. [SHMQ Spring, 1984, p. 2. and Town, p. 181-182]. 

 

B. A special flag was hoisted over Steilacoom Town hall marking Steilacoom's selection as a Bicentennial 
Community. Delegates from 27 organizations witnessed the ceremony which included a 35 piece 9th 
Infantry Band from Fort Lewis. [Tacoma News Tribune. November 25, 1974. 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

1975. 

 

A. The school districts at DuPont, Steilacoom and Anderson Island were joined together by an election 
held January 21, 1975 which created the Steilacoom Historical School District # 1. 

 



B. In March Air Force Civil Engineer Reserve Unit 939 under the command of Lt. Col. Jose Vila helped 
with the major restoration work on the Bair Store. "The store will be raised and concrete footings 
poured. The reserve unit will also build new stud walls and then lower the building." [SHMQ Spring, 
1975, p. 5]. 

 

-------------- 

 

1976. 

 

A. Steilacoom held a Pioneer Street Fair lasting three days in  August. Eighteen organizations and 
hundreds of citizens participated. The Bicentennial Park was officially opened and the crowds gathered 
for canoe races, a band concert, a vaudeville show and to look at old time craft demonstrations. A time 
capsule was presented to the mayor to be incorporated into the new fire station. [SHMQ, Summer, 
1996, p. 7]. 

 

B. The restored Bair Drug and Hardware Store was officially dedicated during Steilacoom's Bicentennial 
Celebration. The store complete with the original doors, mortar and pestle, old soda fountain and a new 
awning opened for business during the festival. [SHMQ, Fall, 1980, p. 4]. 

 

C. The collections of memorabilia collected by Steilacoom historian and author Laura Belle Downey 
Barlett went on display at the Steilacoom Historical Museum on June 13, 1976. A letter written by 
Narcissa Whitman was included as were several documents pertaining to the Indian War of 1855-56 
included a detailed survey map drawn by Lieut. August V. Kautz showing that Leschi could not have been 
at the place where Colonels Miles and Moses were killed during the War. It is for this crime that Leschi 
was hanged in 1858. [Tacoma News Tribune. June 13, 1976.]. 

 

D. After years of study and discussion the Steilacoom School Board on May 5, 1976 gave the formal 
approval to a proposal to build a high school in the district. The 700 student high school would be built 
on a campus south of Western State Hospital and a seven million dollar school construction plan will be 
recommended to the voters. [Tacoma News Tribune. May 6, 1976]. 

 

 

--------------------------------------- 

 

1977. 



 

A.The restored Bair Drug and Hardware Store opened for business on October 16,1977, as part of the 
Apple Squeeze Day festivities. A lease agreement calls for fifty per cent of the space to be retained as a 
Museum. Heritage art items such as dried floral arrangements, wooden toys and doll houses, plants, 
hooked rugs, etc. will be for sale and food service will include soup and sandwiches and items from the 
soda fountain. [SHMQ,  Fall, 1977, p. 1.]. 

 

B. Governor Dixie Lee Ray came to Steilacoom on April 21, 1977, to hold the first in a series of Town Hall 
meetings. The meeting consisted of a two hour question and answer period which was televised. 
[Tacoma News Tribune. April 13, 1977]. 

 

C. Local officials plead with residents along the Clover Creek, Steilacoom Lake, Chambers Creek 
watershed to stop pumping water for irrigation purposes. The prolonged drought has lowered the water 
levels to a point that a massive fish kill is projected. [Tacoma News Tribune. August 3, 1977]. 

 

D. Unseasonal high tides caused a considerable amount of flooding the second week of December in 
1977. Power to Day Island had to be disconnected as water shorted out lines and a road was washed 
out. "In Steilacoom, Sunnyside Beach Park caretaker James Rock said water was about twenty-five feet 
past the pilings in the lawn area." [Tacoma News Tribune, December 15, 1977]. 

 

---------------------------- 

1978. 

 

A. In 1978 a $10,000 matching grant through the Washington State Office of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation supplied the Steilacoom Historical Museum Association with funding to built a picket fence 
around the Orr property, to paint the exterior of the home, to install insulation and restore the lower 
floor rooms of the house.  A considerable amount of work was done to assure a match original colors 
and styles. [SHMQ, Winter, 2000, p. 8]. 

 

B. A three day celebration was held to dedicate a new wing onto Steilacoom's Oberlin Congregational 
Church. The addition, designed by a firm of Seattle architects was constructed by local builder John 
Korsmo. The addition which cost a quarter of a million dollars included new church offices, a kitchen a 
fellowship hall, a fireside room, rest rooms, a library and additional classroom. [Tacoma News Tribune. 
October 2, 1978]. 

 



C. The Washington State Office of Archaeology  and Historic Preservation announced that the Fort 
Steilacoom Historic District at Western State Hospital had been placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. [Tacoma News Tribune. January 14, 1978]. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

1979. 

 

The voters of the newly established Steilacoom Historical School District Number One on April 3, 1979, 
approved a bond issue which led to the construction of Steilacoom High School. [Town, p. 106]. 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

1981. 

 

A. In time for the 1981-1982 school year Steilacoom High School opened its doors on its newly 
constructed campus west of Western State Hospital. [Town, p. 106]. 

 

 

B. Washington Governor Dixy Lee Ray obtained an order for the McNeil Island to be transferred to state 
use upon vacation by the Federal Government. The last of the Cuban prisoners were transferred in 
February and the last of the regular federal prisoners are transferred on March 2, 1981. 

 

C. The first state prisoners were moved in on March 3, 1981 and the control of McNeil Island is formally 
turned over to the State of Washington by the Federal Government on July 1, 1981. 

 

D. The Steilacoom Community Center dedicated on June 13, 1981. Built with a grant of $700,000 the 
building includes a main hall that will seat 350 for stage performances and over 400 for dinners. The 
large multi-use room can be divided into three small rooms by folding partition walls. 

 

There is a large kitchen and a health wing, coffee bar and crafts room. Local organizations are credited 
with raising more than $17,000 to furnish and equip it. The architect was John Austin and the general 



contractor was Lincoln Construction. [The Tacoma News Tribune. Sunday, April 12, 1981 p. F-3. and 
Suburban Times. June 16, 1981.]. 

 

E. The Steilacoom Senior Citizens Association is sponsoring the Steilacoom Street Fair on August 8, 1981. 
There will be a three mile foot stampede, cat and dog shows, a contest for the largest T shirt collection, 
and a contest for the smallest zucchini. There will be square dancing, a summer pops program and a flea 
market. The Steilacoom Historical Museum Association will feature a program entitled "Crafts of 
Yesteryear." [The Suburban Times. August  5, 1981]. 

 

-------------- 

 

 

1986. 

 

Historic Fort Steilacoom was dedicated April 29, 1986 by Washington's first lady Jean Gardner who was 
co-chairman of the Washington State Centennial Commission. Quarters one at the Fort was furnished 
and decorated to "museum standards." 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 

1988. 

 

In April 1988 the Steilacoom Tribe opened the Steilacoom Tribal Center in the former Oberlin Church 
building as the fourth tribal owned and operated museum and cultural center in the state. [SHMQ, 
Summer, 1998, p. 1.]. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

1990. 

 

The United States Bureau of the Census listed the population of the town of Steilacoom at 5,700 people. 



 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

1991. 

 

As a drum lightly rolled in the background the flag of the Army's 9th Infantry Division disappeared into a 
green case Friday (June 21, 1991) signaling the end of a major chapter in the history of the Army at Fort 
Lewis. The casing of the division colors in ceremonies on Fort Lewis's overcast Watkins Field means that 
9th has gone into the history books and no longer exists as an active U.S. Military unit. 

 

At 12,000 soldiers strong, the division, nicknamed "Old Reliables," was the primary fighting force at Fort 
Lewis when its inactivation began in April 1990. 

 

["Army closes chapter on 9th Infantry's Old Reliables," Tacoma News Tribune. June 22, 1991.] 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

1995. 

 

The Pierce County Rural Library district opened its new Steilacoom Community Library on September 9, 
1995. It was noted that the first Steilacoom library opened 137 years earlier by the Steilacoom Library 
Association on February 3, 1858. [SHMQ, Winter, 1995, p. 11.]. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1997. 

 



Pierce County adopted a fifty year plan for the development of a parcel of land along the northern 
boundary of Steilacoom stretching north along Puget Sound near the site of the 1850s Bill Bolton 
Shipyard. Long an area of gravel pits the nine hundred acre property will include nature trails, a boat 
launch and other public recreation areas. The county will reserve space for county offices and the 
Regional Waste Water Treatment Facility.  [Pierce County Business Examiner. February 8, 1999, p. 22]. 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

1998. 

 

The Town of Steilacoom purchased land it had leased from the railroad for nearly forty years by 
acquiring title to properties at Saltar's Point, the Ferry Dock, Pioneer Park, Sunnyside Beach and Sunset 
Beach. Burlinton Northern Santa Fe had announced that land being sold "involved excess buffer land 
near railroad tracks but not the tracks themselves."  [The Tacoma News Tribune. May 11, 1998.p. B-1-2]. 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

1999. 

 

Steilacoom was described as "...a 2.1 square mile hamlet perched along the shore line of Puget Sound..." 
boasting "...thirty-two sites on the National Registry of Historic Places." "Most of Steilacoom's 
population of fewer than 6,000 commute to jobs in such business centers as Seattle, Tacoma, Lakewood 
and Olympia." 

[Puget Sound Business Examiner, February 8, 1999, p. 22]. 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

2000. 

 

The U. S. Bureau of the Census listed the population of Steilacoom at 6,049 people, up 5.6 per cent since 
1990. The median age was listed at thirty-eight and the median home value at $188,500. Demographics 



included 78.5 of the population were white, 6.7 per cent were black, 5.9 per cent were Asian and 5.4 
percent were Hispanic in ancestry. [TNT June 10, 2002.]. 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

2002. 

 

A celebration of the reopening of the Nathaniel Orr Home took place on Sunday, May 4, 2002, with due 
ceremony. "The afternoon gave everyone the opportunity to view the partially completed museum and 
the fully restored Orr Home." [SHMQ, Summer, 2002, p. 11]. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
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