
m1en accepted tho p os ition as Comrnissioncr of Public dorko 

under L!n-yor Linck, v1ho was elected a s I unclors t and to Give tho 

r10 lls a fuir shoTT . Tlmt I ha ve ona.oavor0cl t o carry ~ rything 

o.s promisccl to the boot of my ability , and have worked" night o.nd do.y 

~ - to accomplish~:;:~:,; t h o \"!Ork undortal:en . A man takinc; tho pos i tion 

of Corr.1isoioncr of Pu~ilj c Works , f or city as l arge no Tacoma , and 
~-••· . . 

being made r eo1)ons i ble for all dopurtmonts....,?annot b e ex-_pocted to 

grasp tho oituation without some time to study , cspocially us each 

department is a different line of business . 

In !l2y 1908 , und prior to that ti□e the City had storo.ge capacity 

for less than one million gallons of vrator to protect the lower part 

of the City and the manufactnrin6 districts,and business houses , 

an d on the mi ddle oorvico the City had one sma+l reser voir capable of 

hold.inc; 4 ,500 , 000 gallons of vmt er . On tho h i gh oqrvice there ,·ms a 

otuncl 1)i pe i7hich vrould ho l d t,7o hundred and fif~ allons. How, this 

\7a3 a.11 tho storti. go tho City had at that time,excoptinr; tho no.t or in 

the clmJG in tho gulches, \7hich r1as very ·r.:iuch contm;1inatod <lur ing tho 

vre t v10athcr and WD.S not fit for us e , but still the City hncl to use it o 

or go \7i tllout . 

ftor taking office, I advised tha t uo should lmve more storage 

c aDac ity and sent tho f ollowing l otter to the City Council on 

October 7th 1908, :which is self-explanatory ; 

11 TO 'i1HB HOUO:::.A.13LE CITY COUUCIL 
OP THE CITY OF ~J.ll1.CG:r.IA . 

Hentlomen; 
11 I u i sh to co.11 your attention to □ 0L1e things v;-hich i n my 

osti~ation shou - d be attended to pro~pt l y . 
11 Firot, the quest ion of neces sar y :riower for J?u:nri i ng at 

Station 11 c11
• 

On December 31st , our contract TTith the Tacoma Railway & 
Power Co. cx-piro □ , a.n t1. unle sc sor.:ie provision is -mdo for ad.di tional 
power , we TTill be in bad sha_po. 

I also r oc or:rr.1en<1. tho..t t,ro compressors , capable of hantl.ling 
1 5 million sallons of ,·,re.tor , be purchnood ancl install ed. at Station11 c11 • 

-Jy r eason for this is as follows: 
tat ion "C 1

' YJi th i to present e quipment is capable of hand.line 
about 10 million gallons of ~ater. I n order to more then double 
the capacity of this plant ,it uill be necess ary to insta ll addition
al mach inery before sufficient water can be pumped to supply t he 
City , providod we discontinue the use of Station "A" in pumpi ng 
Gulch watcr , which I um very clesirous of d.oing. 

In the event of power being delivered ut Station 11 C'', I would 
further recon'1lend that tho nev1 centrifugal plL:1:p at Station 11A11 be 
transfer1·od to Station 11 0 11 o.nd a l arger reservoir p l aced thorc 

' 



capable of holding at l east one million gallons of wat er. 
I ymuld further recomr:iencl that a.n 1811 or 20n :pipe line be run 

from Station 11 cn along Junett Street to South 19th Street , along South 
19th Street to Union Avenue , a long Union Avenue to South 12th , 
a long South 12th to Mason Avenue and. a long I!ason Avenue to F~etcher 
He i ghts to connect uith a s tandp i pe of 500 , 000 g~l lons capac i ty •. 

My idea i n rum1i ng a pi pe line from that point t o tho stand.p11)e 
i s as fo llows; We arc now running vmt cr by gravity fr om Station 11 011 

t o reservoir at Station 11B11
• By placing hhe centrifugal pump at 

Station 11 0 11 and pumping directly to the Hi gh Service , Station 11 B" 
will be relieved of all the additional amount of punpi ng capac ity 
we would necessarily have to install there . 

tation 11Bn i s now pumping to her limit. In 1907 , uccordi ne t o 
the re1)orts of the engineer at Station 11B11

, the h i ghest pumping r ecord 
f or one clay v,as 5 , 750 , 000 gallons . In 1908 the ar.1oun-t of wat er pump
ed at Station 11B11 has been almost double that of 19or1 . I f t e City 
grov,s and c onsumes ,1at er \"Ji th the increased demand in the ne}...-t year 
that it has in tho past,it behooves the City Counc il to take name 
action in this matter in order that v7e may have an adequate supply 
for the coming year. 

I wi ll a l no call your attenti on to tho fact that by disoont i n·.1. 
ingthe use of tho Gulch water at Station "A", we will cut out a suppl y 
of from 4 to 5 million gallons during the summer m~nths . Even with 
the nearly doubled capacity of Pump Station 11Bn , we were short of v7ater 
on tho following days this yeo.r ; on the 8th , 9th and 10th of Juno , 
encl from the 6th to the 31st of July ; also from t ho 8th to the 14th 
of August , o.nd f or □prinkline; purposes VJe were short during o.11 the 
sprinkling season of l o.st year. 

How wi th these facto staring uo in the face and while time i s 
flying , i n order to have these improvement£ made in the plli~ping capa
city of the pumpi ng :~ tations of thi s City bef ore the dr y sea::rnn of 
next year , i t wj ll be nocossary for us to prepare the neceosary 
pl t..ns an specific£>.tions , esti:r:iatec etc to provide a system. 

Leaving the EJo r.1atters i n your hands f or proper adjuotment , I 
rema in , Yours very respectfully , 

1. J.McGre g-or , Com1 r of Public ,forks. " 

In the seventeen months which have elapsed nince my letter to the 

Council recommending i.1hat should be done. there has been constructed a 

storage reservoir on the LoTI Service to protect the business and man

ufact1l.ring di s trict, capable of holding 13 ,500 , 000 . gallons ; a l s o a 

reservo ir pn the i.:iddl e Service capable of holding 7 , 000 , 000 gallons; 

also a r eservoir at South Tacoma capable of holding 500 , 600. 5allonn ; 

aloo a stand.pi pe on the high service capabl e of holding 500 , 000 . a l s o a 

nevi fire proof pumping station in South Tacoma , installed neu ria chinery 

and put in new :p ipe lines to the wells , cutt i ng out the old box that had 

part l y rott ecl aTiay and was very unsanitary . We have a l so run a noTI 22 

i nch pi pe line fro to.tion ncn to the Hi gh Serrtce nto.no.pipe , which nhould 

have been built years ago . e found the wells producing about 3 , 000 , 000 

gallons on an average . We deepened the old wells and repaire d them as 

best YlC could and. v:c are now e;ett ine; pure water f rom them from o. lowe r 



level and a daily capacity of 1 2,700 , 000 gallons ,after peffocting the 

wells as far as the f ormer Council ordered~ and also succeeded in 

produc i ng sufficient water to just ify us in cutting out the use of the 

conto.minatecl Gulch water and. the saving of about ~~24 , 000 .. 00 per year 

to the City ,in fuel and. l o.bor ut tha t place . 


