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.April 4, 1889, was g ay in
¢oma, for on that date @ new, street rail-.
way system-was put in operation. One
system: had already beén'built ‘and put
in--operation, the 'cars:being filled to
capacity on each trip.: Capitalists were.
m%l)}{g\g& conStructing” other systems,
and 1 esidents were happy over the fact
ithat’ Tacoma was the largest: city on
{Puget Sound. It was a gilded age, and
the -thoughts and hopes of :the. citizens
‘were ngt so ‘much. with .the present. as
th'* the future  when Tacoma  ‘would:
argest city on the Coast. Thou-
DI tourists were arriving here
almost . daily “newsadditions
{and Tacoma being. heralded |
east as the growing city of)
; japers were filled with noth-
ing: Bu ysting  literature and scath-
“ing editorial criticism’ .0f the attempts
‘at_ boosting|-that were filling the press
T o ort‘l’an%,ana Seattle.  Money ~was,
14 1y as there .were gréat quan- |
Tf coming ito -the city. ' For
ch lat- of land that was placed
. én ‘the majket a railroad was built to
‘connect:the new ‘addition with the busi-

otable First Ride.
o tHe 4th of .April; 1889, the first
Iun. he Tacoma . &  Fern Hill. rail-
road System was-made.  The road. was
«wpened to carry purchasers . of lots in:

that addition to and from the ci;’z;‘ The
.cars-were pulied by a. “dummy.” - Foi-
Jowing is.the account

th

that“ap‘peared in
e Ledger of April ‘5, 1889z 1 Srope

i > S5
£ €1

t o
T ha . and- s Berni railroad
Stood puffing quietly to itself as though
enjoying’. the utmost satisfaction -in
prospect of being able to ‘show off’ to
so distinguished a ‘company.

“The .party that. alighted was . com-~
posed, of  City -Councilmen. - Collins,’|
Caughiran -and . Lillis,- - City. Engineer
Rean,  Assistant . Clerk Kreider, B. N.
jruller, . editor of Every Sunday:; C.. W.
Hobart, editor of the Real Estate Jour-

. clinton A. - Snowden;: late_of. the
mes; Col. Calkins, H.-H.. War-
machinery-department of the
.. Col. C. W. Griggs, president
St.|Paul & Tacoma Toumber com-.
Miaj. Thad & Huston, . George
+hd Messrs. Wilcoxson, Hewitt,
e and several others, ... T

n Minutes to Make Ruu, ;

24 exactly 10 minutes after 3
~when J. Vincent Browne,. who
uperintended the construction -of’ -the
Todd;and jwho took charge of .the party,.
declareq #verybody on board an told:
& enginger ‘to let her gO. R
Ex s .seven mniutes after’ that’
iparty alighted from the  car
minus of the road, in the fur-
‘Fhermos: sxtremity of Oakes addition..
fo *"THe seven minutes had been delight-

1Hiwi.spent, first climbing the hill along
Trelin J@tréet, presenting each minute a
ydedenn gzhorizon that ﬁna,llir compassed:
Tfoniinentéament bay and the Puyallup

valley. on one side and the Jgater reser-
voir and a fine birdseye view of the city
on the other. The road follows the east
side of a.very picturesque eanyon 0
pnaite the reservoir for a short distance
and then by a sudden curve strikes into
ihe level country with frequent clear-
ings mayked by wewly buiit cottages.
{The -road passes through the Tacoma
‘T.and company's Sixth addition where
ihere are quite a number of new houses
and many more under construction, new

S lumber - being supplied

“car.’,.. This franchise,
‘short time:afterw

- This raiiroad -Was.‘in"d‘p‘érétioﬁ in’
late. 80’s,.and was financially. successful.{ a.- dummy

‘about. granting a franchise ‘to the new

gany = were : iconsolidated and .
‘zervice was established from ‘the sm
1o Edison, or’ South Tacoma

- Thtdway I

Mracbiha’ the largestcity. on
M. 3
‘siring -to: have

-to-dat

Cmeyeroyet. Heett!
sthe dnyestmen % I S I
-About 1888 Mr- Mason contracted for

here and there;

;ri.('

frequent intgrvals. At Oakes addi~s

spNation  had been prepated |
fitors, of- -which they partook
mtigafisfaction. . After a Jittle ] 1o
{l- the discussion-of the.rey
Dent in the enjoyment g'o‘e:
ngs .and ‘a: favorite .brand
arty took the-car .agam
- town. . They.

and

the

of - Superior: act
Heors are gordially: compu-.
{)I ‘hands. s An%%hqr ;aem%rlég
futgdof the new road-is he Tact.
a-gompleted: three days: before
T. €O

1)

g B . -
The ,Tacoma.’ & TFern Hill - Tailroa
Was not the first-built for-the purpose
of boo
1387 a framn
Bennett and

now’ covered’ by.

ard, but the 'substance
ment - was. ractically

of -the new, .agree
the Sameé. .:

~=Much as at the present time the city |1

édouncil-of Tacoma was rather Backward

companies. The first permit for.a street
railway was granted to Nelson Bennett |
in 1887. . After a rather ‘heated debate
hetween Bennett and the couneil ‘he -and }
his associates,” according to. the Ledger |
0f-1887, ‘‘were - ‘granted “the privilege. ol
gperating in 'the streets the latest dm-f
proved steani"dumn1y4engines,‘a.t a Tatef’

of  speed not: to.exceed SiX miles <an }

i ars, attorney for the com- -d ct-fromthes
hour’” Judge Sears, att( Ykor ‘have the jtory in .Illinois, ~the

pany, -asked : permission: t
ties, whic.lix ;,,wot&a: be
piled up. along the ro A
l,‘f‘_" onstruction’. -began, which ;

eranted.” ; o IR

-In 1890 "thePoint’ Defiance - Railw
¢ompany : an

‘Allen ©. Mason Invesis §25,000

~ companies. Anxious
the. Coast”

hethe bought-material;for the: con-

S0
§n’wt’wn of the railway Systems. ar.
! ne.m :

a half page advertisement in' New’ York,
Philadelphia -and Boston .papers,’ in
vhich . .the cominercial, sceni¢ .and- do-
mesStic -~ advantages of  Tacoma -were
properly eulogized. - .In due time he re-’
ceived a bill for $10,000 from the three’

; PP HASPIDINESENERE I,

'Thé game year he sent 20,000 -
Tetters to “prospects. m ihe east. Fol
Lyla;)m‘i‘ig‘ this . effective ' compaign ‘:.t‘hovfs—
‘ands. cf people came to Tacoma. Many
amusing incidents are told iniregard-tc
;‘?1% I%a“l;’l,y‘strgig ral,ﬂwi%y systems.. Walter
pson, actively-identified ‘wi
2 ti;gmpanyﬁ " fgrme’rly i
§ now Broadway and Division avenu
During the. summer. he had emc'z;?gg
B4l his spacious front lawn a.beautiful tent
S A few. days later a “dummy” on thé line
1 operating- past: his house -attempted the
ill: by:.the:tent. . At first ‘the en-
as unable torascend..;'It" backed
nd ‘made a.rush for the hill. A
§ quantity of sparks were: emitted
1 the.at%ck, and, according to: Mr.
;}hqmpson, “lit . nowhere ..but--on: my-
letion by theifran- ‘%};ﬁfirtgl}mt’f whlch
il A i S ELItghv;}a,sln
" S . .___ for:the'Old Tacoma. “ e
T elson Bemnett Given Praichige.’ ‘1 ‘Stalled on:the .9th st%ggmhsgll.t?iﬂceggx{%?
d itig-to:Ralph Stacy, the engineer always]
.made; thiree attempts to climb “the. hill
! e Dial estate, nowever. In|iWhen'the trailing coach was full
chise was granted to-Nelson there was little prospect of. ascending
his 3850§ﬁates,to ctons_tiuct g!ae:ln,ll on ‘the second attempt, a third
o railroad covering the same territoTy{ one was made, whi ing m
1iroa ihe-Old Tacoma Streetf than a isignal to bceh JIVoEeLS o hore !

Steep.h
g1

ot an uncommon occu:rencé

“was . amended a)‘ally ‘by the :passengers A e@é&??ﬁagx&

ugy, the hill.
“Puimy” Shows Them.
1 ng » first, : learne
[iline:: was ,to. be. con

wWalk,

) ‘ - skeptics had in-
horé. on. Monday, fereased. .So alarmingly: that . Mr. MaSon
ute until the Wo'r«lé ‘wag airaid to malke. th i o

‘e first trip in’
was.\daytime. . : first trip in‘the

¢ e... Large ~crowds waited on
hilts all-day -lobng for the en T ke
a I]t'gauhn;e ﬁff‘iliself on-thig h
: ; C - %) . By -nightfall’ Mr; Masom, - el
the Edison Ballwa&rgggiég ran’ to- fear that :the. enogghéliglisge;fA o
Ltap |De-able to. make the hills, 80" he de
to-try it-at night.” “About 3-o'clock {lwe
following morning the “dummy” started
: aso: : g‘xlégiltS" first journey.. “It never -lost a
A ‘man instrumental inthe building beath. during. the whole trip,: saiq. M-
‘of | 'Facoina was Allen C. Mason, associ- |sireet "hill it Cafled s
th -several of thé -earlier 'straet: ‘mé.jest‘ical*lylrt salleq np M
o énake L Eollo_wgllg o
1 e e science, e “dummy’ line .
Mason made several trips éast: . Om electrified, - and: todgﬁf ;ifeSaz?tvgri}sﬁ%%g;
_plt-y are covered by the .street-car lines
of: a cerporation that was. consolidated’
‘from -more- than .a dozen differen

modern palace- car.”




| Nelson
Bennett, a prominent Tacoma pioneer, is credited with hav-
ing conceived the plan for the first street railway system in
Tacoma. In 1887 he obtained a charter and was joined the
same year by Allen C. Mason, after whom one of the city’s
intermediate schools was named. Their lines were built on
Pacific Avenue, and on May 1, 1888, William White drove
the team that pulled the first car. Four of these horse-drawn
cars were run on Pacific Avenue and one on a short line on .
. ‘Tacoma Avenue. "

RADEBAUGH BUILT 'CAR LINE

~ “In the latter part of 1888 the same men built another
line from New Tacoma to Old Tacoma and R. F. Radebaugh,
a newspaper editor who died only recently, built a street car
line from Twenty-sixth Street and Pacific Avenue toward
Oakland and later extended it to South Tacoma, then called
Edison, and Fern Hill, and finally to- Puyallup. Mr. Rade-
baugh’s line was operated by small steam locomotives. :
“About the time that horse cars and steam-propelled cars
were inaugurated in Tacoma, electric cars were successfully
operated for the first time on a line in Baltimore. Two years:
later Tacoma experienced a remarkable growth and electric!
cars were demanded here. In answer to this demand, a com--
pany was formed by D. H. Louderback, J. M. Ashton, Henry
Hewitt, Jr., John Cummings and E. J. Kershaw. This com-
pany bought the property of Mr. Mason and Mr. Bennett and
built a small steam plant capable of generating 250 horse-'
power, in a brick building at Thirteenth and A streets. It
still stands. The Radebaugh lines continued to operate for
a number of years. The electric plant furnished power for
the ‘Pacific Avenue and Tacoma Avenue trolley cars, which!
were larger and a distinct improvement on the old horse cars.

FIRST ELECTRIC CAR

“The first electric car was operated early in 1890, afterl
near ly a year S WOlk in pl epal atlon f01 the change.

“Declar ed to be the first railsy ay built in the West entir ely
with white laborers, since Orientals had been employed -
largely in other railway construction, the Point Defiance line

~ was built between December 16, 1889, and March 1, 1890,

" under the direction of Allen C. Mason, a feat that has gone
down in local history as remarkable. The franchise had pro-
vided that a 10-cent fare could be charged if the work was
completed by that time. The company contained, besides Mr.
Mason, Hugh C. Wallace, Isaac W. Anderson, Thomas B. -
Wallace and Stuart Rice. This line was at first a narrow-
gauge line, but was soon made standard width. It operated
with steam cars when it w as first built.




“Other lines sprang up largely to aid in the promotion of |
the various real estate developments. None of them proved |
successful financial ventures and by 1898 all were declared .
practically bankrupt. The Point Defiance Company was one
of them and the line was sold by the sheriff to satisfy a judg-
ment, the price being $82,000. Paper money was not accept-
able and the sum in gold was carried to the courthouse by .
S. Z. Mitchell, connected with the General Electric Company, |
to whom most of the Tacoma lines were indebted. N

T. R. & P. MERGES LINES

“Finally in January, 1899, the Tacoma Railway & Power
Company came into control of all the lines, the tracks and
equipment were standardized and the whole operated as one
system. In 1900 the Puget Sound Electric Company began
the interurban line between Tacoma and Seattle and the next
-year this company bought the Tacoma Railway & Power Com-
pany, the whole being managed to the present time by Stone
& Webster of Boston, a firm of public utilities managers.

“The Pacific Traction Company, headed by E. J. Felt,
finished the building of a line from Tacoma to American Lake
in 1907. It was sold in 1912 to the Tacoma Railway & Power
Company. |

“The last line built in Tacoma was the Municipal Belt
Line, extending from Pacific Avenue to the tideflats district
‘across the Eleventh Street bridge in 1917. This line was
made necessary by the ship building and other industries
demanded by this country’s participation in the great war.




CHHAPTER XLI

1889-00—BENNETT SELLS STREET CAR INTERESTS TO VILLARD— |
ELECTRIC CARS INTRODUCED—BROAD FRANCHISES GIVEN TO VIL- |
' LARD—DIASON COMPLETES POINT DEFIANCE LINE—MASON’S
“FREE” WATERFRONT PLANS—NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD |,
WATCHES HIM— THE TWELVE APOSTLES —ANDERSON THE '
FATHER OF POINT DEFIANCE PARK—CONTROVERSY AROUSED BY |
. D. A. R. TABLET—MASON’S $86,000 MANSION—BUILDING OF%
LAKE CITY RAILWAY, ITS SALE TO UNION PACIFIC, AND ITS
DESTRUCTION. ’

\

The winter of 1889 recorded important street railroad
developments. December 6th it was announced that Nelson
‘Bennett had sold out the Tacoma Street Railway Company to
Hém'y Villard, Paul Schulze and D. H. Lauderback, and the
buyers announced that as soon as the change could be made they
would replace the horses on Pacific Avenue and the steam motors
on C Street with Sprague electric motors. The street car com-
pany was building the power plant at Thirteenth and A
streets, and December 6, 1889, its 75-foot smokestack was raised. .
The tube was five feet in diameter, and the placing of it was a
difficult task, watched by a large crowd.

The change to electricity as motive power was a long time
coming. Indeed more than a year elapsed before the first trolley
car skipped and bobbed along the billowy avenue rails. This
glad event took place February 10, 1890, bringing from one of
the newspapers the following comment:

“The electric cars began running up and down Pacific Avenue
and the multitudes lifted up their voices and cheered until every
throat was parched.: No wonder the people went half wild.
‘They had been promised much, but something always happened

to prevent the fulfillment of the promises. The track wasn't
laid, the fly wheel had broken, the engineer lost a suspender
button, the dynamos caught cold sleeping out in the wet o nights,
the electricity couldn’t get a good ‘collar-and-elbow” grip on the
wires, or some other dire calamity interfered to prevent the start-
«ing of the cars.

“Work began last March and it was expected that the line
would be in operation long ago. From that time to the present
the officers of the company have had many obstacles to overcome,
It wasn't exactly 2 *demon of i1l luek’ that pursued them. but it
was a regulation-sized imp who wiggled his tail at every oppar-
tunity.  And whenever he wiggled something slipped a cog.
Now it wasn’t the fault of Manager Cammings or any otficer of
the company.”




Car No. 11 made the first trip at about 11 o’clock, having
aboard as passengers Manager Cummings, a reporter and several
of the manager’s friends. Mr. Prebble, who had supervised the
clectrical work from the start, was in charge of the motor.

|
i
1

Pacific Avenue was enjoying the quiet of a winter day when the :

car rounded the curve at Thirteenth Street and started along

Pacific Avenue. A strong armed man yanked the gong and rope
and the clamor was heard for blocks. Windows went up with a .

bang. Crowds in the restaurants left their meals. the. saloons
disgorged, the games of pedro, poker and faro were deserted and
within ten minutes the -avenue was crowded with people who
cheered again and again.

A few minutes after Car No. 11 left the power house. Car

No. 16, one of the largest and finest belonging to the company.,

pulled out on the line with forty or more persons on board. It

x

was operated by Mr. ITill. - The cars ran almost to the Norther

Pacific wharf, reversed and started back.  The run from the
Northern Pacific TTeadquarters Building to Twenty-sixth Street

was made in ten minutes, which time included several stops. Ov:

the return trip cqually good time was made.  No. 11 then at-

tempted to climb the Ninth Street grade, being successtul at the

sccond trial, while the crowd cheered. The next night the T
cagain was put inooperation and hundreds of persons were given

free rides.

More than four thousand passengers were carried on the new

cars on Sunday, I'cbruary 16th. The next day the first trip was

made over the line to Old Tacoma, the car jumping the track .
at two places, but no damage was done. It was said the tracks
had been spread by the steam motors which had been used on the
line. The arrival of the cars at Old T'acoma was greeted with
cheers by the citizens. The sharp curve from C Street into Divi-
sion’ Avenue had been elimmated through the building of a track

up Nasth First Street, over which connéction was made with the

Point Pefiance line.  The Division Avenue track, owing to the .

curve aud the steep precipice at the foot of the street, had beenr’

torn up. It was a danger spot, and too steep for economy.
April 20, 1889, a franchise was granted to a syndicate of
which Villard was the head, granting wide authority to lay addi-
tional trackage, and it was announced that the company svas
1'65?13‘ to spend about five hundred thousand dollars.  This prom-
1se, however, was intlated to some extent no doubt, in order to
hasten the passage of its franchise.  I'wo months before a fran-
chise had been granted to TTugh C. Wallace, Isaac W. Anderson,
Thomas B. Wallace, AAllen C. Mason and Stuart Rice for a line
to the smelter. . It ways provided that a ten-cent fare could be
charged on this line, if work were completed within a given

3

period. There were many delays and it was not until December

16th that the company gave to Allen C. Mason a contract to build
the Tine, he to receive 10 per cent of the force account for his




services. The company already had arranged to use the hines ol
the old company as far as Division Avenue and from that point, |
northwestward the new track, six miles of it was to be laid. T hc‘
line had to be in operation by March Tst, |
IPew helieved that Mason could complete it. The next morn- 3

g he ordered 300 tons of rails by wire and the Northern Pacifie |
Railroad officials promised to bring them from Chicago in tvi’i"“
days. Mason set 240 men at work on T Strect, Bridges already |
had heen built over the deep gulehes at Sixth and 1 strects (mdi
at Proctor and Thirty-first streets, Mason hay g crected them at :
his own expense. Through all sorts of weather conditions the |
work was pressed. and on Mareh 1. 1890, the day sel. .\l:mmﬁl
drove the last spike, near LA nnic Weieht Seminary., I
A goodly erowd had gathered and while the people were wait-

ing for the track layers to drive the spikes up to the finishing
point, one of the men offered to bet Mason that he could not hit
the last spike squarely on the head two times out of five. DMason

- took the bet.  Stepping forward with a hammer and silver spike,

Mason said:

“On the 15th day of December I promised that the last
spike of the Point Defiance Railroad would be driven on the. firsi
of' March at 2:30 o’clock in the afternoon. It is now 2:30.0%clock

and the last spike is to be driven.”
ITe said the company had done more than it had set out to do,
and even i the face of almost insurmountable obstacles had con-

structed more than fifteen hundred feet more of track than had

been planned. Ile praised the men who had worked day and
night through fair weather, through snow and through rain to
complete the road and expressed pleasure that it had been done

witheut the employment of Chinese labor.
Tt was the first railroad built in the western. country entir elv

by white labor.

Asking the superintendent to set the spike for him, Mason
raised the hammer and struck the first blow, sayving it was for
Bean and Cline, the engineers who had kept them in the middle of

‘ ) J
the road; the second was for the subcontractors, Mullen. Geiger

and Zabriskic; the third for Deliaplain, who had divected the lay-
mg of the tracks; and the fourth and fifth were for the officers oﬂf

the company—ITugh C. Wallace, president; Isaac W. Anderson.
vice president; Thomas B. Wallace, treasurer; Stuart Rice, seere-!
and Mason had won

tary; George W. Baleh, superintendent
his bet. Idach of his blows struck the spike squarcly.

The first track laid was a narrow gauge which was to be
taken up a little later and replaced with one of standard width.
The ratlroad scheme had originated with Mason some two vears
before at about the time he had laid out the Park and Boulevard
additions.  To this he had added the Prospeet Park, Blinm, Puget
Park, Bridee and Lawrenee additions.

The Tine cost 883,000, Mason furnishing the money and tak-
ing a note for S16.000 from cach of his partners. Aboul hventy-

five thousand dollars was spent for steam dummies and cars.




ihie route ot the hme was the same as the present hine as far as
Union Avenue, where it ran diagonally northwest to Wash- :
ington Street, thence to Thirty-first, and to Proctor. ' i
In after years, when the panic had shelled out Mason and his |
partners the road was sold under the mortgage by the sheriff |
who demanded. gold coin in payment. This indicates what dis-
honored depth paper money had reached. The price was $82,000 |
and this sum, in gold, was carried to the court house by S. Z.
Mitchell under guard of a number of officers. That was
Mzr. Mitchell’s entry into Tacoma street railway affairs. Ie
is now an important figure in electrical affairs in the Kast.
xMason was pounding away on the necessity of developing
the north waterfront as an offset to the corporation-controlled
front elsewhere. Ilis arguments were that it was desirable that .
this waterfront be held by individuals and be not permitted, if .
avoidable, to fall into the hands, as a whole, of any corporation. |
It really was the activity of Mason along this “free” waterfront
that won the smelter for Tacoma. Ie gave Thomas Maloney, |
“afterward chief of police, a site for a shingle mill, procured other .
industries in that section, and, by organizing the Washington |
Shortline Railway Company, first suggested the watergrade line |
as it later was followed by the Northern Pacific, though he pro-
posed to carry his line entirely around Point Defiance, and not
through a tunnel. : ‘ |
The railroad that he started to build, from Old Tacoma to the
Smelter, was designed as a part of the Washington Shortline,
whose southern terminus never was fixed, its incorporation papers
taking it “to such point as might be desirable,” or words to that
effect. The Northern Pacific Company feared that Mason
would sell out to the Union Pacific which had been flirting .
with Tacoma. In order to build this stretch of line Mason
had to procure right-of-wayv from owners living all over the
United States, but they all willingly gave.  The Northern Pacitic
never believed he would build the Washington Shortline, and it
was surprised when he began layving rails of the Old Tacoma-
Smelter line.  Litigation arose but Mason proceeded in spite of
that, and finally the Northern Pacitic, with the aim of disposing -
hoth of Mason and the Union Puacitic specter, offered hin a price

that he could not refuse and he sold. The company then em-

i 1)103@(1 Nelson Bennett as contractor to complete the road be-
‘tween Old Tacoma and the Smelter, and the foundation was
laid for the wonderful work which the Northern Pacific accom-
phished within recent years, in the fulfillment of Mason’s great
conception, and in the pérformance of that achievement Bennett
again carved his name deeply in the history of tunnel building
in the West.




—

IHaving completed the line to his large property interests in
the north end Mason then set about creating inducements to
home-builders, and his first conception was a community-center
on what afterward became known as Whitworth Hill.  He sub-
sidized RR. B. Mullen to build a waterplant in the great gulch now |
owned by the Tacoma Water Supply Company, paying him about
L’twen{y-two hundred dollars and furnishing a steam plant for the
'&\?umps, as well.

e built a row of a dozen houses across the street from what '
1s now the Slicrman School property. These houses were known
for years as “the twelve apostles.” Ile built two dozen more
cottages in the Park and Boulevard additions. Soon all were
sold, the first buyers in the “twelve apostles” group being I'rank

Blattner, I1. W. Taylor and Thomas W. Hammond. The real”
pioneers of the Whitworth ITill neighborhood were L. ¥. Samp-.

son, R. R. Tripple and Edward Knoble, who had built just west

of the water works gulch.

The carfare was five cents to the west line of Prospect Park
Addition, and this was known as “Poor Man’s Corner” as the
laborers from the smelter walked to that point in order to avoid
paving an additional nickel. i

The steam dummies puffed and snorted and spewed sparks
and cinders with a prodigal recklessness, and when women went
abroad in their pretty clothes they wore “dusters” and other pro-

tecting garments.  Iven then a hot ecinder now and then found.

its way through a handsome gown. On the steeper grades the
dummies occasionally “ran out of breath,” retraced their vlnnﬂwr-é
ing wayv to the foot of the inchne, then ran for it with a (':lel':u'l;
of sparks and a mighty noise that roared in its echoings through'

the brush and timber
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Pioneer Who- Helped Build Earljrf Téédfna, Re-

counts Initial Journey on Tacoma and Fern

x - Hill Railway

Beginnings of the operation of one of -
Tdeown’s carly railway lines, in which he
wag deeply interested, is described here
by R. ¥. Radebangh, prominent in activt-

. ties of the fast-rising Macoma of two score
of years ago. Hec 'was editor of the Ta-
coma Ledger and later of the Tacoma Tri-
bune and bas watched with keen interest
the growth of the ecity from a. humble

_ start to its recognized position as the Lum-
ber Capital! of America. He was one who

. had an abiding faith in the future of Ta-
coma from the beginning. :

By R.F. RADEBAUGH g

Two omnibusses filled with gentle-
‘men who themselves seemed to be-filled
with pleasant anticipations, -started
~from the vicinity of Hewitt & Hill’s
real estate office, 1105 Pacific avenue,
"at 2 p. m. of April 4, 1889-—close to an
eyven 34 years ago—and ambled gaily
down south on the unpaved gravel sur-
face of that . noble highway. They
‘crossed the Northern Pacific railroad
‘tracks and continued on their southerly
course, bee line, not stopping until they
arrived at Delin street and the tempo-
rary city terminus of the Tacoma &
Ifern Hill street railroad on top of the
southern bank of the gulch, near 26th
street. There cn the rails, coupled to
"a new and shining Pullman coach, they
saw a new eight-ton steam dummy,
nolished, painted, varnished, . appro-
priately lettered and pretentious in all
ways, dreamily discharging toward the

StmpyTean in—custemary - lazy-eolumms’

its escaping calories as though enjoy-
ing the prospect of “showing off” be-
{ore a company so distinguished. .

Those since antiguated horse-drawn
vehicles, now almost claimed by the
curiosity shop, were rendered necessary
then for the journey by the limitation
on that avenue of the Bennett car line
which at that time had not been eox-
tended south of 17th street.™F pf. [~

Among the 30 men who alighted from
the omnibusses and were comfortably
seated in the Pullman car, were City
Councilmen -Collins, J. D. Caughran, J.
B. Houghton, J. H. Houghton, John
ITorstall and C. M. Lillis; C. O. Bean,
city engineer; Eugene Kreider, assist-
ant city clerk; K. N. Fuller, editor of
Every Sunday; C. W. Hobart, editor of
‘the Real .Istate Journal; Clinton A.
Snowden, formerly managing editor of
the Chicago Times; H. H. Warner,
superintendent of the Northern Pacific
railroad shops; Col. C. W, Griggs, presi-
dent St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Co.;
George Browne, treasurer of said lum-
ber company; Messrs, Hewitt and Hill,
agents for the Oakes addition; Col. Cal-
kins, Maj. Thad Huston and John
Plume. They ‘were, ofi'that occasion,
guests of the Tern Hill Railroad Com-
pany, invited on the first formal trip
for inspection of its completed line to
Oakes addition. | ’

It was. 10 minutes after 3 o’clock
when J. Vincent Browns, who superin-
tended the construction of the road,
and was engaged for management of its
operation (a.  brother of George
Browne), declared everybody on board
and ordered the enﬁin,eer to “let her
50" A HE s T
& N LT I =N

First Ride Thrifled * ~ >

TExactly seven minutes after that
time the train was brought to a stop at
the other terminus of the road in the
furthermost extrémity of Oakes’ addi-
tion. The sevan minutes were agree-
ably spent amid new and rapidly
changing scensry, first in ascending

the hill along the-edge of the canvyon,
presenting continuously an ever-widen-
ing horizon that finally compassed the
bay and the Pugallup valley on the one
side and - the reservoir and birdseye
view of the city on the other. 'The
guests gave voice in chorus to their
enthusiastic praise . of these quickly
varied and beautiful panoramic scenes,
which, be it said, have ever since been
and will remain admirable ornaments
appertaining to that line of travel, -
., Approaching the summit from below,
the line followed a .strikingly pictur-
esque portion of the canyon oOpposite
the reservoir for considerable distance,
and then by a sharp-curve to the eagt-
ward struck into the level country of
the plateau, where were secen straggling
clearings and rising cottages—direct
results following construction of the
Fern Hill railroad project. The rails
were first laid in a side cut around a
high and steep hill extending from thz
edge of the canyon eastward several,
blocks and over the site now. occubied
by the Tacoma Steam Laundry.

That hill was gradually cut away,
through years, by taking from it gravel.
for the streéts and the track shifted

eastward from time to time, as ex- |-

cavations . permitted, until ~finally
straightened to the center of the street:
there platted, graded and paved as at
present. But in.the early days when

.the dummy train Yceoned - it . narrowly.

around the steep side of the hill at
the canyon edge, the timid passengers
after looking into the fearsome and
beckoning depths, preathed easiar.
when the danger had been left behind,
Saw Risiag City . | T

The train passed through the Ta-
coma Land Company’'s sixth addition
where were visible from the car win-
dows new houses about completed and
many more in the building stage, fresh
lumber being piled here and there at

frequent intervals. Entering Oakes
addition, another and much_larger
building boom came to view. Xere the

finished houses were numerous-  and
scaltered over a large area and those
under construction were still more nu--
merous, while more than. 30, as stated
by Supt. Browne, were under contract
for completion the current season. -An
artistic little station house or waiting
room, provided by the railrocad com-
pany,
(now 40th street) and at the terminus
was seen the motor house of the road
in a fine location, tanks for supplying
the local water pipe system, a sawmill,
a boarding house for the millmen, a
blacksmith shop, machine shop and
other improvements.

There was also found here an en-
ticing collation prepared for the guests
of which they partook with unusual
zest, due to the timely warning to re-
frain from their noon luncheon. Tol-
lowing discussion of the refreshments, |
after a little time spent in enjoyment
of the surroundings and in a favorite
brand of Havanas, open to all, the
party took to the train again and rolled
merrily into town. They were all more
than pleased. The new and elegant
car—faithful type of the finest street
coaches that had ever been turned out

‘the 7th of Ilebruary, 1888.

plied,

was passed at Oakes  avenue |

of the Pullman factory—rode as
smoothly as the best drawing-room]
cars of its famous makers. The road;
was all well ballasted and the rails’
were of 40-pound steel—the same as:
those of the Utah Northern railroad.!
The whole work, in truth, was of su-:
perior character and the builde s were,.
in consequence, warmly commeen;ed;
on all hands. Members of the city)
council, which had unanimously grant-|
cd the franchise, expressed much sat-;
-t !

2

isfaction with..the manner in which

the company had, fulfilled the obliga-

tions of their conttact with the city,

) Officlals Pleased

By the terms of the franchise the

road was to be built to the city lim-

its, a distance of one mile from its

starting point, within ome year from
: An exten-

sion of .two months was asked and

granted because of.faulty. fishplates.

The time was up therefore on the Tth
of . April, 188%—exactly 34 years ago
to the day. The road was not only
completed to the tity limits but a mile

land a half beyond three days before

the time limif expired. And the coun-

.cilmen and all those who had the pleas-

ure of making the initial run pro-
nounced the job well done. o
“Y see that you have not only built
your -railroad to the land company’'s
sixth addition,but have also actually
extended it for three-quaters of a mile
in the middle of the north half of the
section of that addition,” said Colonel
Griggs te me.
as 'a great favor to the land company
and justifying substantial ald from
that quarter for building the road.”
“We wanted to manage
in a way to please Mr. Wright,” I re-
“and therefore, instead of asking

him for money, as So.many . people

| are doing; we were content to solicit’

his® company manager, Mr. Anderson,
and Mr. Wright's brother-in-law, Theo~'
dore Hosmer, to take each a fifth of
our railroad stock, whieh they prompt-
ly did.” : : :
For 3
sence in this matter I reciprocated by
negotiating the purchase for Mr. Hos-
mer. of Willlam Laing’s sq-acre"tract
adjoining the Oakes addition on the
south, at the very low price of $5,000,
and caused the.same to be platted and
recorded as the “Hosmer addition;”
afterwards finding a purchaser for his
addition’ at & considerable, and to him,
satisfactory advance. Associated with
him as a party in interest in that addi-
tion was L. R. Manning. The pur-
chaser from them was-George F. Or-
chard. - ‘ - : .
: - . .Advertised Twofs | :
The Tacoma Lard Company’s appre-
ciation of- the .value gained from the
huilding of our street car Jine through
its addition -was signalized “by

advertisement which = first appeared
when our road was nearing completion
and which was in the words following:

“The Tacoma Land Company is now:

offéring for sale lots in its Sixth Ad-
dition at prices ranging from $200 to
3500 per lot, and on easy terms to
those wishing to improve. This ad-
dition lies on the line of the Tacoma
& Fern Hill Street Railroad. .
. “ISAAC W. ANDERSON.
_ “General Manager.”

The title of the Tacoma & Fern Hill
line was justified some eight months
later by completion and operation of
a branch line connecting at 38t11_street
and proceeding south to Fern Hill and
thence to Puyallup, known as the Ta-
coma.- & Puyallup Railroad. In -that
fair, healthful and prosperous. suburb,
so long reaping accretions of popula-
tion  from constant servive of rail
branch there are dwelling today 3,000
souls. R . : :

The Oakes Addition road was put
into operation on the‘rising springtide
of the year distinguished by_vastly
more building activity and develop-
ment, propotionate to population, than
any other year of the city’s life. There
was no interrupticn of building opera-
tions during the preceding winter, the
weather being favorable for outside
work. large number of mechanics
of all crafts were constantly em-
ployed on the warchouses. elevators,
coal bunkers, in the shipyards and rail-
road grounds and in building stores,
offices and .residences. .. :

“That I would regard.

the affa.ii‘v‘r

his ready and ch&rful acquie-:

its’
ihree—column.-.displaved, long-standing.:




"In this article Mr. Radebaugh |
recalls vividly the thrills Taco. .
mans received as they proudly
viewed the first steam motor on
_their streets, at a time when the -
city was striding ahead with the
-establishment of many lines of
mew endeavor. Mr, XRadebaugh
was editor of The Ledger nearly 40
Years ago, and was prominently
lgentified with the industrial life
of the clty.

‘By R. P. RM)EBAUGE

11_1 the half’ century of Tacoma's rec-
ord 1888 is. an upsta.ndmg year, .of
xm\:cu%‘v‘ancwfmrevculmg A
pulse of the railroad finish and re-
sulting prompt service. .In that, period
came, among many other largesses of
fortune, the theater at 9th and’ C
streets,‘whlch remains a worthy mon-
unient to the enterprise of its build-|
ers; - the Fife hotel, modestly repre-
senting the liberality and civic pride of
its. founder, though now : held under
the' inappropriate misnomer Donnelly;
the Northern Pacific headguarters, re-
cently depopulated of their legitimate
occupants—steered away on the trail
of age-long habitual theft—through
unavoidable cowardice of the ‘“‘corpo-
:rate soul”; a smelter, which has stead-
ily contnbuted in great extent to the
"population and wealth of the city dur-
ing.all of its more than 30 years of
energetic functioning, which, in- 1905,
17 -years.after its beginning, was sold
"to:the American Smelters Securitics
Company for $5,500,000, and is now
.producing a gross annual revenue of
‘more than $25,000,000 from sales of
copper, silver and gold—thus by virtue
of quantity of production practically
making of Tacoma the Swansea of the
Pacific coast; and the. great sawmill
of the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Com-
pany, which, in still very much larger
degree, has been ‘tributary to  the
growth and enrichment of Facoma—a
truly immense factory of unequaled ca-
pacity in its line—capablée of producing
a ‘million feet of lumber per day, and,
therefare, the largest sawmill plant in
the world. -

Street Cars Cume

‘Alonig with the foregoing superlatxve
.ra.s:pre=swns of confidence in the future
ofthis city followed speedily provi-
sion. of means for rapid transit
through the main ways in’ the. several
street car systems. authorized, by ordi-
Chignce-tang “whien; “In” the course, of |
vears, have been consolidated and de-
veloped" into. an a.dmlrable system,
amply covering the needs of the people.
The first street railway construcs
tion. in Tacoma was that: of .Nelson
Bennett, who began''on Pacific ‘ave-
nue,:at the i7th street Northern Pa.:
cific railroad crossing on the morning
of December 28, 1887.° ’I‘hat being an
oceasion of entraordmary interest, a
large' crowd gathered to:.witness tha
memorable event at-the" very begin-
ning, and the tracklayers did not find
themselves abandoned by spectators
for_the rest of the day. The track)

laying crew comprised. a strong, force
of men, and it was obserV'ed that If the
lworlx should cout,l gx celerity
| displayed - at b&tsét‘ > track
“would, shortly reach ,13th~ street,
wheréithe city oftices werzIgdated, so
that the gouncilmen cquid, thrpugh the

windows of the cgundl ¢ er; look
.out and see that Nelsan Bennett and
+his. company mean; S;an atsi
“tempt having Beed ""’t Hce a

question mark4>n.th1.s.pomt by partieg
who had applied to thegounecil for &
street car- fra,uchrqas mmwmmtgzq
Bennait-routes i

- Bl TR AR TH T EAT e-a.m?"
“T” rail, with good closelv-ﬁttxng
planks . firmly .spiked. to.. the ties be-
tween and on the outside. of the rails-
It  soon became obvious’ that Mr. Ben-]
nett was building a really flrst-elass
railroad track on Pacific avenue, siich

I as was  forcing  favorable . comment

. from those who knew what constituted
' good work in that line. = But when a
‘few envious men saw him in full grasp
of the enterprise and faring onward,
they grew agitated over what they
-dreamed was the Dbeginning of great
1fortune in view of the imagined des-
wtmy of the terminus, and, combining,

I'sought eagerl tea the oppartumty
!from him. Y] ] 22,
COId Stopped ork

- On the next day after the beginning
the wind changed to the north, bring--
ing ‘a severe cold spell of nearly a
1month’s duration, by which the ground
i was frozen to a .depth that forbade

. continuance.. The work in consequence
iwas suspended until the. end of Jan-
1 uary, when, the frost having yielded to

‘the chinook, track-laying was resumed
{up the averiue by 100 men,  making

speed that surprised-all observers. At

the samse time track-laying was beégun
‘on C (now Broadway) at 9th street,
also going north, with like good head-
way showing at day ends. . The rails
on C street were lighter than those on

Pacific avenue, the latter weighing 41

pounds to the yard and the former 30
pounds.  Mr. Bennett announced that
four cars and two steam dummies had
been ordered for delivery by the tlme
the road could be finished.

~ Before the 10th of February Ben-
nett’s railroad building was seen to}
be making rapid strides toward com-
pletion,  The building of the connect-
ing portion -between Pacific, avenue
and-Crup Tt street . was_ 1 - DPTOETESS,.|
the rails were down and the planking

was bsing placed. The. road along C

street. had been finished as far as

2d, the rails had been laid-to Division
avenue, and work on Tacoma avenue
i toward Old Town had been commenced.

First Mofor Comes

“Tacoma’ Street Railway” in gold
letters was painted conspicuously on
the sides of the first steam motor for
| the street railway, which arrived April
25, 1838, from Layton, Pa. Standing
on a flat car at the wharf, near the
north end of Pacific avenue, it at-
tracted great attention. Crowds gath-
ered about it, and Doys and méen
climbed upon the dummy for close in-
spection.  Mounting to the .roof and
waving a folded newspaper, a- go0d-
-natured- and- enthusiastic . englneerl
loudly cried, “Three cheers for the
baby locomotive,” and the cheers were
. glven with great gusto by 200 throats.
| This - so-called “baby,”  weighing 10
| tons, completely enclosed by .the hous-
ing, resembled, except as to length, a
passenger car which it was built to
pull, the notable difference .observable
at a distance being the short smoke-
stack projecting above the roof, =

The cut herewith, showing a dummy
attached to a car in Point De<fiance
Park, several years before the work
of improving the latter attained much
headway, accurately illustrates the
equipment  provided for both the Ben-
n2tt and Oakes addition lines,

“Three of the cars arrived April 29
from the east, and were on flat cars
in the half-moon yard in full view
from the overlooking sidewalk leading
to the wharf, where another crowd
collected to view them  at length of
range and to discuss the pleasing pros-
pect of early rapid transit facilities f€r
Tacoma. These cars came from the
shops of John Stephenson, famous New
"York car builder. IEquipped with the
patent Slawson fare boxses, they were!
neatly upholstered and painted, and
‘had seat room for 28 persons each.
The section of road from the head-

quarters building at 7Tth street to thc
wharf was finished May 5. i
Dummy Balke4

The plan of operation was to run a.
car from 17th street north on Pacific

‘!avenue to 9th, up the latter to C and
‘thence to Old Town, and another cay

from . 17th street to the wharf as a
separate route. It seems, however,
that Mr. Bennett overestimated the
power of his dummy engine and this
‘misconception forced a radical chan: -
of ‘plan for when the dummy W=

placed on the track, coupled to a ca.
it very positively refused to ascend th:

‘13 per cent grade of the. 9th street hil
!from the avenue to C street even undex
maximum head of steam and load oi
an empty car. Hence followed tempor-
ary abandonment of the 9th street’ con-
nection, recourse to horses on the ave-
nue and restriction of dummy employ-
ment to the route between 9th street
and Old Town.

Early in June, while track construcs
tion proceeded rapidly northward, work
was started at Division avenue, moving
south on Tacoma avenue, on Wwhich
branch 50 men were employed and the
objective at 21st stteet was reached
in about two-weéks.

Good cars, excellent steam motors
and first class tracks which, Nelson
Bennett knew so well how to make,
having been provided, and critically in-
spected by nearly everybody in towm,
the public interest ascended to a degree
of excitement as the time approached
for putting the wheels in motion. The
date chosen by the wmanagement_ for
that eagerly expected event was May
30, which, it was predicted, would be
memorable in the history of Tacoma
as the inaugural day of another metro-
{ politan enterpnse——-a, fme street ra.ﬂ:
{way system. -

Early in the mornmg of that day th
Jmanagement had the cars out rollin,
[over the newly-laid track for final tes:
'before the bustling throng of a laYer
\hour should. appear. Horses were at-
tached to the cars running between the
wharf and the 17th street station, while
the steam motor plied its course along
C street from 9%th. to Division avenue
.and- recrxn-tronreariy moming untfr
evening.. .~

The whole system was genera.lly pro-
nounced to have worked liketa charm
‘and all day long the cars were crowded.
The horse cars were in movement until
11 p. m. Mr. Bennett had announced
that the receipts of the first day would
be donated to the two hospitals: The
Fanny Paddock hospital received $35.65
and the Sisters’ hospital $19.90.

- Pirst Time Tahle -

Elght days later the first time table
of our first street car line was issued
as follows: - ;

. “Tacoma Street Railway Company.

“Commencing today, Junc 7, 1888,
and continuing till further notice, the

motor line will be run as below: Leave
North 6th street on Tacoma avenue at
5:45 a. m. and every 30 minutes there-
after until 9:45 p. m. _

“Leave 9th street on C at 6 a. ‘m. anc
‘every .30 minutes _ thereafter until® 1!
p. m.. Train will be in waiting at 9th
street at close of theater.

Pacific avenue cars will run as fol-
‘lows: -Leave wharf at foot of North
Pacific avenue at 6 a. m. and every 25
minutes thereafter. Last car Wlll leave
9th street for wharf at 10 p.

“JOSEPH M. BLAIN
. Supermtepdent »




ACOMA’S neWw streamline, rear’
- drive ‘busses, latest develop-
ment in urban transportation re-
cently put on by the street railway

company to
gerve the dis-
trict around the
College of Puget
Sound, started
some of the
older genera-
tion reminisc-
‘ing ~ about ' the
i first street rail-
: way which grew
‘out of the boom
‘in the early
eighties, It con-
‘sisted of a sin-
gle line -of track
.on Pacific ave.
“between * Ninth m. T, Short
rand 21st streets - ;
and one car drawn by a pair of
{not too good looking horses. The
!line was built by Nelson Bennett
land associates. Operation began
just before the Northern Pacific
trains started crossing the Cascade
mountains through the tunnel. .
Talk of the necessity of a street
railway system in a growing me-
tropolis like Tacoma started a
couple of years before but there
were several important issues to
be settled. One of these was the
i character of the motive power.
| Bennett proposed using electric
i power and with Allen C. Mason
land others bought a. site for a
power plant.on Chambers creek.
The use of electric power was
not as well known then as it is
now and the members of the city
council were a bit dubious -about
giving Bennett ~the franchise. :gt
didn’t ‘seem possible that’ electric
power developed way out on
Chambers creek would be depend-
able for street car operation.
The gentlemen who sat in
judgment _in the informal
gatherings around town also
~were doubtful about the
scheme.” How was Bennetf
going to keep the current
from jumping off the wires
before it got to Tacoma, and
if it did jump off wasn’t it
liable to kill somebody?
- Another school of thought on
| street railway operation held that
electric ‘power had not been thor-
oughly tested in street car opera-

tion. If it had, why were horse|

cars still being used in such places
las San Francisco, Chicago, and
New York?

The upshot of the controversy
was that the council’ sent C. O.
Bean, city engineer, back east to
get the latest information. When
he returned he reported that elec-
tric power was destined to be-
come generally used for street
railways operation provided the

current was generated close at
hand.

The best judgment of elec-
trical engineers, said he, was
that it was impractical to
transmit electric current more
than four miles. That put the

quietus on Benneit’s power

proposal. .

The franchise was amended to
provide' for horsepower, and with
a few other changes was approved
the last of November, 1887. A
month later, Dec. 28, Bennett
started comstruction at the south
end of the line. The first day he
jlaid half a block of track and in
i a week the rails were laid as far
as 13th street. In two months the
first car was running.

& * B

Bennett’s venture brought on a
regular epidemic of street railway
‘promotion. R. F. Radebaugh ap-
plied for a ,franchise for a line
‘connecting with Bennett’s near the
Northern Pacific station and run-
ning south through Oakes addi-
tion. This was the beginning of
the South Tacoma line.
" George F. Orchard applied for a
cable line franchise covering the

13th street. The next week Eben
Pierce applied for a franchise to
operate street cars connecting

ward Steilacoom, -
‘J LI * .

In the meantime other pro-
moters had come in with an elec-
tric- power plant and offered a
guarantee of power for.street rail-
way operation. This inspired-Ben-
nett to extend his operations and-
he undertook construction of ‘a
line up Ninth street from Pacific.
avenue to C street and north .to
the First ward. This was the be-:
ginning of the Old Tacoma line.

oo #* &

Though it was better than
no transportation, Pacific ave-
nue horse car service was not
satistactory. The long grade
from 21st street to Ninth
made slow going for the
horses in spite of the urgings
of the driver.- In the hope of -
improving the  service they
tried out a team of mules but
that was ne. better. '
According to *Uncle Jimmy”

Sales, who came to town to see
a circus in the spring of ’88, these
same mules put on a show that
was as good as the main ring
ievent. The car reached the end
of the line just as the parade was
i starting up Pacific' avenue. The
idriver and passengers stepped off
|to get a better view. Just then
| the circus band blared and both
mules jumped and went galloping
:down the street with the car.
1That started a couple of other
jrunaways. For a time Pacific ave-
’nue had plenty of action but there
i was no damage.

. Another street car runaway oc- |
Icurred shortly after the first elec- |

present route up 11th and down |

with the cable and running to-.

- ivisions of no great consequence.

. vision to the morth.
! * *

i
gstreet. The car had just about
!reached the turn- on C street!
i when the trolley came off. Before|
| the brakes could take hold the car|
i began to slip back, took a curve;
i to the Commerce street tracks:
"and ran down to 21st, where 'it
was stopped by the grade. Pass--
‘ngers were badly scared but no-
ody was hurt,

{ tric cars began operating up Ninth }

,REVIEWING ' Tacoma’s street{

railway development in the!
| days of the horsecar, which blazed“
the trail for the streamline bus,é

discloses that -among other com-
mendable characteristics, the stal-
wart souls who 3
built this city
had a passion
for immediate-
ness. They were
not given. to
dillydally in g
and putting off
till tomorrow
what they
should do today.
That spirit
wds most em-
: phatically ex-
; pressed in street
railway devel-
opment. Of
lcourse, those g T, Short-
1first projects — -7
did not always have smooth sail-
'ing any more than they do today.
That was too much to expect of
“human nature even when the en-
i tire population was committed to{
-the thought that Tacoma, “City
of Destiny”, was to beé¢ome the
metropolis of the Pacific coast.
There were bickerings- in- the
‘city council- over franchise pro-

Land owners wanted the lines built
. where they would benefit their
own properties. Issues were raised
which quite likely will.come be-
fore the conference soon to be
held by the city and the present
street railway company, successor
to the half dozen companies which
pioneered in that field. But when
it was all over everybody got be-
hind the projects and pushed them
along. Once committed to a defi-
i nite. policy they wanted to go
through with it as soon as pos-
sible, ) '
» * * :

| Street railway franchises multi-
" plied in 1888 like banks in the
early mineties. Nelson Bennett's
narrow' gauge, single track line
with ‘one - horsecar operating on
Pacific ave. between Ninth st. and
the Northern Pacific station near
17th, completed early in 1888, was
just a taste and the people de-
manded more. S

Bennett' immediately extended
his line up Pacific ave. to the
Northern Pacific wharf and put
on more cars. Allen C. Mason
and Bennett rushed to completion
the first unit of their C st. line
which was to. reach Old Tacoma
and Mason’s new residence subdi-

»

May 30, 1888, had been set
for the ‘“grand opening” of
Tacoma’s ncw railway sys-
tem. The papers referred to
it as an event no less memor-
able than the cause for which
Memorial Day was estab- |
lished. o

Early in the morning the !
management had the new cars
out rolling over the newly
laid track to test it before the
“bustling throng” of a later
hour should appear. There
must "be nothing to mar the
service on Tacoma’s great day
of street railway operation. -

All day leng the horse cars




rumbled up and down Pacific
ave. between the dock and
the railroad  station., When
the cars passed over hollow
- spots under the planks which
covered the street, the sound
was like rolling thunder. But
it represented progress.
L3 » - . .
On C st. a steam motor created
quite a commotion ag it puffed up
and down- between Ninth st. and
Division ave. Children danced and
clapped their hands as it went by,
Their sedate elders viewed it with
quiet satisfaction. What if it was
noisy ? And what did it matter if
the sparks which flew from the
stack of the wood-burning steam-
er burned holes in a few hats?
Suppose a few horses were so
badly scared  they nearly kicked
their shoes off—nothing mattered
as long as Tacoma was going

ahead.
ea le 2, Qﬁ@ﬁ
To Stimulaté interest in the
new enterprise, Bennett and
Mason announced that all re-
ceipts for the first day’s
operation would be divided be- -
tween the ¥annie Paddock
and Sisters’ hospitals. The tweo
institutions split. $55.50, rep-
resenting 1,110 rides at 5 cents
each., -~ o ’
bt e :

Because it was 1mpract1cal to
climb the Ninth st. hill, Bennett
and Mason announced that there
would be no connection between
the horse car and steam motor
‘lines until a cable line wes built
to operate up Ninth st. The lat-
ter was part of a proposed project
to be extended to Tacoma ave. to
connect that dlstrlct with down-
town.

Motor service on C st.- started
at 5:45 a. m. with a round trip
ievery half hour until 10 p. m.
On *“theater nights” an extra trip |
was made.

Pacific ave. cars started at 6
a. m. and continued until 11 p. m.
with a round trip between rail-
road station and dock every 25
minutes. The schedule was not-
always maintained, for it was a
hard pull up from the dock and
coming the other way the grade-
was enough to bring the horses
down to a walk, But it was the
best transportation up to that
time and downtown Tacoma was
proud of it. .

- * *

Among the ‘next .0f - the street
railway. developments was the Ta-
coma ave. line between Division
ave. and 15th st. The single car
was pulled by a big. rawboned
horse which clumped up and down
without much regard for a sched-
ule. An electric successor of the
old horsecar makes a round trip
over the Tacoma ave. line every

‘to run up the hill and overuake

half hour.

ONE of the most important of

Tacoma s early street raﬂway
developments was the Tacoma &
Fern K Hill Railway. This was a|
steam motor, line connecting at
~ . ‘Pacific a v enue
3 with Nelson
‘Bennett's horse
car line in front
of the Northern
Pacific . station,
and running in
a southerly di-
rection' through
Oakes addition.
The franchise
_for this project
was obtained by
R.¥. Radebaugh,
‘George Browne
and" A. F. Kline;
trustees.. The
real interests
back of it were

;- B. T. Short

members of the St. Paul & Tacoma
Lumber company, represented by

Browne, "and a land company
which was controlled by the
Northern Pacific. The jpurpose of
the cnterprise was to sell the land.
-~ The equipment was similar to
the line Allen C. Mason and Nelson
Bennett built to Old Tacoma but
less efficient. The engine was too
small for the.load that sometimes
was_carried, and it was.not un-
usual for tHe ‘steam “to Five ~out
while going up the Delin street
hill,

- When that happened the passen-
gers would get out and walk. The
engineer would wait a few minutes
to get up a head of steam and, re-
lhieved of the load, would be able

the passengers. .
If ‘anything like that hap-~
pened today indignant citizens
*would protest to the clty coun-
-cil and *the street railway
-company but the oldtimers in
Oakes’ addition didn’t make a
fuss because it was so’much
better than no’ transportation
at all. They joked about the
experience and ecven laughed
when sparks blowing out of
the stack of the wood burn-
ing engine scorched holes in
) the brims of thelr hats e

i

a high class residence district. It
was close enough to the-business
district to be convenient. Unlike
most of the other real estate pro-
motions the greater part of the
area was level and the remamder
only slightly rolling.:

Streets. were given Indian names
to which there was attached gla-
mour and romance or historical
significance. Among them were
Neah, Naches, Nisqually, Cowlitz,
Chelan Chehalis, Kitsap, Palouse,
Whatcom, Idaho. Oakes avenue,
the main street through the addi-
tion was 100 feet wide. '

Before the property could be dis-
posed of, the panic of the nineties
began to affect Tacoma and the
original plans of the owners were
I never carried out. HEven names of
. the streets were changed by a city
i council in prosaic mood and only a
. few of the original names are left.
! ) * * * .

Oakes' addition was planned fork

by metes

; amount to much until after it wasj-

. straightening out the :title when

{ street cars -when . electric power
‘was first applied.. Theére were few

; the proper method -of distributing

The Tacoma & Fern Hill railway,
later extended to Puyallup, didn’t

electrified. “Old Jim' Clark; one
of the.oldest of the street rajlway
company’s employes, retired, and| -
known to thousands of street car)
riders, recalls the completion of
the line and the introduction of
“electricity.  as motive power  in
1890-91; J. Vincent Browne, broth-
“er of George. Browne, of the St
Paul & Tacoma Lumber company;
was. construction superintendent.
.- 'That . year marked the be-
ginning of the - end of. the
horse cars and steam motors -
in 'Tacoma. The first to -
change was the Pacnflc avenue
line, ! :
Another electnc line bmlt in
1890 went up Ninth street and St.
Helens avenue to the Baker street
loop, then up Seventh street to
Tacoma avenue, south on Tacoma
to Ninth, west on Ninth to I, then
south to Eleventh and west to the
ball park on M street.  This was
in what was for many years known
as the ‘Nigger Tract.” It was so
named because the property once
had been owned by members of a
' colored  theatrical eompany who
planned to establish' a colony to
whlch they could retlre when theu‘

liiad -

e
show days were over Before theu]
purpose was accomphshed there
was dissension in the group and]
the project was abandoned. The
property originally had been sold
and " and bounds and

the property passed to other own-
ership ‘was a tremendous task.
This finally was accomplished by
a commission of ‘which the late S.
R. Balkwill was chairman, M
The “Nigger Tract” line created
4 boom around what is now the K|
street business district. ‘In a few!
vears the line was - extended to
Steilacoom. = From. K street west
it followed the route of the pres-

ent Eleventh street hne e

As “01d Jn‘n” Clark recaHs there
was a great deal of tmuble with

electrical engineers who understood

and applying the power. Overhead |
construction was too light. As a;
rule the tlansmlsexon wires were!
tco small to carry the load, and!
as cars moved away from the|
power house the current became|
weaker and they would barely,
crawl along. Slower even than
Nelson Bennett’s ‘“plugs.”



A
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and steam .motors to-an elec-
-tric - street. raxlway system, - Feb.
-10 1890, was - a' great ‘event in
Tacoma First ‘intimation “of the
‘proposed change had been given
about a year
' before when the:
‘first Tacoma
‘electric com-

pany began.the
‘construction of
a power plant
on A 'street near
.13th, Next came
the announce-
ment that Nel-
scn Bennett and
Allen C. Mason
had 'sold their
street car prop-
erties and fran-
chises to Henry
Villard, Paul
Schulze and D.-

H. Lauderbeck, executives of the
Northern Pacific.

Tacoma was not particu-
larly happy over the deal as .
Villard was then suspected.of
using his influence as head of -
the Northern Pacific to switch
the western terminus from
Tacoma to Seattle. Schulze,
head of the land department,
however, pointed to the com-
pany’s great holdings here and

‘E. T. Shert

"[‘RANSITION from - horge - cars)

assurred the people that noth-
ing of the kind was intended. ,‘
A s
‘Next event in the transition was
the : erection of the power plant|
stack: ' That was a great- under-'
taking ‘half a century ago -and!
crowds stood about all day watch-, !
‘ing the operation. One of the;
»-newspapers referred to the event
in the following:
“The Tacomz Electric Motor
_and Railway company yesterday
raised.. the . large - power - houge.
;smokestack ‘at the. headquarters.
| of the ocmpany at the foot.of 13th
| street. It 'is the largest iron stack
Lm the Northwest and one of the
| largest in'the world, being 75 feet
| high and five feet in diameter. .
2';{ “The stack is so strongly built
that its ‘entire weight could rest
"on the cablq to which it was sus-
rpended at iits center without’
! breaking- or ‘bending while it was
| being - ralsed by a derrick to be
!placed in its upright position. It
‘now stands like a tower above the
" buildings where it is securely
' braced by strong cables.” )
Up to that time there had
been some . skepticism about
electrification of - the street
car lines but that night Ta-
coma went to sleep reassurred. .
Certainly .a concern- ‘which
could put up such.a great
stack must know what it waS'
doing. ; N

¢
|
|
i

- I e u; a

- ‘About therend: ”b&‘Janumry, 1890
it was ;reported: thatsthe. e
was about _ready )
horses ‘and stearhi motors' * and

after day- curio
“the power house
was some -excuse.’

The delay increased. the number
of doubters, .When! -the company.
announced positivelv that the first’

ones Went to
qlways there

-13 -

tcar would starton the morning
‘of Feb. 8, a gredt crowd was.on
il'umd to:see a failire and  they
were not disappointed. ¢A car was
,operated a few feet up and down
in the barn ‘when a fuse flashed
-out..
; ‘Of course it mever would
“work. What was the use. of
" fooling with an experimental,”
elusive thing, like " electricity -
when horses and steam pro-
vided reliable’ power that any-
body could use?

Unmmdful of the critics, the
company experimented and tested
two days more.- Then, with only
a few specially invited guests, the
first car was started from the
power. house about 11 o’clock the
| night of ‘Feb. 10.
i - As the car, No. 11, rounded ‘the
' curve from 13th street to Pacific'
avenue, .- brilliantly lighted and
with gong ringing, Tacoma began
to wake up. Heads popped out
the windows along Pacific avenue,
Lunchrooms. and restaurants were
depopuldated. Bars, poker and faro
'games were aba.nﬂoned Cheering
throngs lined both sides of the
street. Referring to the event the
next day, one of the papers, said:
“The line of electric street
cars, is running. . The .. cars
bowled up and down Pacific
avenue last might and  the
multitudes . lifted their voices’
and cheered until their throats
were parched. Then they .wet
their whistles and the cheer-
. ing was resumed. i
“No. wonder the people went
half wild, They had been’
promised again and again but
something always happened to
disappoint them.”

As soon as car No. 11 nad tried
out the power it was followed by
No. 18, quoting from the next
‘day’s news, ‘“one of the largest
and handsomest. cars on the line
operated by Mr. Hill, and with 5¢
peopie aboard. Both cars ran tc
the Northern Pacific wharf, re-
versed, and started down Pacific
avenue at a speed of 15 miles an
hour. They made the run from
the headquarters. building to 26th
street in about 10 minutes with
several stops. -

“Both cars worked almost per-
fectly. On the return trip almost
as good time was made. Car No.
11 was turned up the Ninth street
;hill and made it in the second
1attempt The cars .were then
| loaded with excited gents and re-
[sumed their running up and down
Pacific avenue,”

Newspaper stories emphasxzed
the “excellent roadbed,” over
\Whlch the cars “moved with the
. greatest ‘of swiftness ‘and not the
Ileast jolting or jarring.” * The
Ebuilders were complimented par-
“ticularly” for * their “mgemnty in'
planning  the crossing of the
Northern Pacific on 17th street.,
“The cars glide over the railroad
with all the .ease.imaginable.” )

Lest there be those who will
take .the reference to the
smooth reoadbed with a grain
of salt, it should be remem- :

" bered that in: those' days peo-

_"ple had not-been accustomed -
o riding on air inflated ruh-
;. ber. tires over sm(;oth high-"
- ways. They were used - to

I 111 T A

F[R‘ST effect of the electrifica-
tion of the downtown slveef
railways in Ifebruary, 1889, was a
sharp expansion of the recal estate
business, then at its height. For-
tunes were being made’ buying and
selling property
in the business
district and in
the subdivisions
through whici
it was proposed
to extend the
t r a nsportation
lines. The pur-
‘chaser of an op-
ftion on favor-
ably situated
real estate
would be beseig- -~
ed by buyers B
and frequently N
doubled his

N
L..wm_,,} \w,‘u RS

money before a E. i. Short
transfer was i
made. This activity slimulated

more street railway building and
the {renzied speculators tried to
ouldo each other in buying uhead
of construction.

Some of the transportation
projects of those days were
built on a shoe string., Due
to the advertising of the
Northern Pacific, the east
had been sold on the future
of Tacoma. Railwvay equin-
ment houses offercd extreme
inducements to transportia-
tion promoters. Three com-
panics were compeling with
each other in muking terms
for the sale of equipnment—
Westinghouse, Thompson-
Huston, and Edison.

Tacoma represcntative of the
Edison was the late S, Z. Mitchell,
whose driving energy and forceful
personality in later years made
him a big figure in the country's
electric  power  husiness. His
greatest achievement was organi-
zation of the Elcctric Bond and
Share company, onc of thic groups
hit by the panic in 1930. Blitcheli
refused to beliecve that any panic
could be strong enough to affect
his organization and was stunned
when the blow fell.

Henry Villard and bis associ-
ates, who bought and elccivified
the Nelson Bennett and Allen C.
Mason strect car lines, were so
pleased with the immediate suc-
cess of the venture that they
applied for a franchisc covering
streets in all directions. They an-
nounced that they intended to
immediately spend $500,000 in
construction but by that time
there were rumblings which made
the Villard financial structure
tremble a bit and the investment
was withheld.



Soon after Villard took over
the sireet railways here, Hugh
. Wallace, Isanc W. Ander-
son, T. B. Wallace, Allen C.
Mason and Stuart Rice under- -
tnolkk what was fo hecome one
of the most imporiant street
railway developments in Taco-
ma, They obtained a franchise
to build a lJine through subdi-
visions to the north in which
Mason had sold thousands of
dollars worth of property on
the promise that transporta-
tion would be available early
in 1890. The franchise pro-
vided for a 10-cent fare.
Though Mason and his associates

were among the most substantial
men in the community, they did

,not want to tie up their ready
| money in the project but that did

not hinder them. They were able
te obtain all the equipment they
required mercly by giving their
notez and the notes of the corpora-
tion. Such wasg the faith of the

‘financial world in {he future of

Tacoma. Nobody guessed what the
nin-~ties would bring forth.

- * *
Mason took charge of construe-
tien and in December, 1889, hegan
fo build what is now the Point De-

,fiance line. Skeptics doubted that
tthe Jine coul! be [inished by (he

first of the following March as the
franchige provided. Mason said it
could be done and that the last
spilke would be driven at 2:30 of
the afternoon of March 1, 1800, He
made good hig promige and also
won g bet that he would drive the
lnst spilke himself without missing

U hlow,
L] « .

One faclor which threntened to
thwirt Masonw's ohjeetive way the
refusal of the Villaord group to per-
nitt him to ran hig PPoint Defianee
cars over the O gtreet tracks from
Division avenue to Ninth streef.
Mason's answer was-to prepare to

piild from Ninth and Commerce
along Cliff avenue to Division and
come down town over hig own
traclks. Thuat brought Villard to
time and Mason obtained a favor-
able lecase.

The next development of the
Magon group was to go down Ninth
street to Commerce, or Railroad as;
the street was then called, to con-
nect with the Radebaugh Oakeg|
addition and Fern Hill line which
had been extended north from
Dclin street. They made an alliance;
with Radebaugh and operaled as,
| the Point Defiance, Tacoma and
- Edison (South Tacoma) Railway.

-1 4 -

“DEFERENCE was made Safur-
V. day to Allen C. Mason’s part

in obtaining - Point Defiance park
for Tacoma  and. developing it as

2 an attraction to
make. business
for the Point

Defiance, Taco-
ma and Edison.
"Railway com -
. pany. Though

Mason did pro-
vide most of the

energy which:

finally put the
- project- ‘under-
way, others as-
gisted. Develop-
ment of the
park . was first
suggested by
: " Isaac Anderson,

E. T. Short . ,ne of Mason's
associates. Hugh Wallace went. to
Washington on behalf of a bill
giving the property to Tacoma for
park purposes, but congress was
not interested.,

Mason asked Wallace what he
thought should be done to stimu-|
late interest. Wallace ventured
the ‘suggestion'that a bit of enter-
tainment for some key members
of congress, might help. Mason
gave Wallace $500 and bold him|
to go. to it. T ,

The “entertainment” must
have been - effective, -for con- |
gress - soon passed the bill.

Grover - Cleveland, = however, |

fearful that the situation on' .

the Pacific. might" make it

‘advisable for: the government - '

to retain the property, vetoed .:

the bill. Walter' J, Thompson
went to see 'his friend, Dan

Lamont, one of ;Cleveland’s :ad-

visers,” and the bill was rein-

troduced and went through.

The matter. was not definitely
settled until some time later when,

RS

Mason, with the help of the late
Francis' W. Cushman, obtained the
property for Tacoma. Meantime
Mason had taken a chance on de-
velopments at Point Defiance
which helped the street railway
business. ) i
* . *

.The incentive which prompted
the building of the Point Defiance
line was to keep faith with those
who had bought property in the
‘North End. Neither Msson nor his
associates expected to make any
‘money out of it and they intended
to .give the line to anybody who
would operate it.

. To their great surprise, how-
ever, the line began to pay from
the start, and dfter they tied up
‘with the Radebaugh line to Fern
"Hill and Edison, revenue increased.

So they hung on and accepted the.

profits as a rewsard of their virtue
in keeping faith with the property’

owners.,
L] - L]

. ‘Besides' developing “the ' North

End business property, Mason also
undertook a waterfront develop-
ment and obtained right-of-way
for a combination freight. and

passenger ‘line from Old Tacoma’

to the smelter., The greater part

-of ‘the waterfront south ‘of Old
Tacoma - was controlled by the
Northern, Pacific or other private
interests and Mason proposed that
the north waterfront should be
retained in independent hands,
‘He also had in mind the
project.finally carried out by
the Northern Pacific and
Great Northern——a tunnel un-
der  Point Defiance and a .
.water grade entrance to Ta-
coma for the Union Pacific.,
The = Northern . Pacific, of ,
course, put every possible cb-
stacle in his way and when it
seemed that the project would .
be successful, bought him out.
A standard gauge track was
laid to the smelter but no effort
was made to carry out Mason’s
idea for a local passenger service,
+* - L

All this time the Point Defiance
line continued to make money. It
could have been sold at a profit
but Mason and his associates de-
cided to hang onto it. Then came
'93 and the panic. Fortunes were
swept away as fast as they had
been made and the Point Defiance
railway went with the rest. The
property was ordered sold by the
.court and was picked up for con-
siderably less than half its value.
One of the plaintiffs was the Edi-
son company, represented by S. Z.
Mitchell. © The. property finally
passed to the predecessor of the

 present Tacoma- Railway & Power-
Peompany, ' survived:-the ‘panic and’

again made money.
: s ¢ s .

Mason’s franchise -provided. for
a-ten-cent fare between Point De-.
fiance or the smelter and down-
town. For the benefit of the daily
riders in the North End residence
district, the fare from Orchard
and North 45th was reduced to
five cents. That point was given
the name of Poor Man’s corner
when, during the panic, laborers

at the smelter walked out there

‘to save five cents.
L L] .

Even nickels were scarce in

-those days and the only regular

passengers were those who rode
t¢ and from work. Many a sub-
stantial citizen walked three or
four miles down town to save five
cents, That the extra walking
was hard on shoes didn’t matter,
He had the shoes at the moment
but didn’t always have the nickel.

When the shoes wore out it was
too bad!




LOCAL and interurban trangponj-

tation systems multiplied so
rapidly with Tacoma’s first boom
that in the early nineties rail lines
with snubnosed, puffing steam

“dummies” ra-
diated in all
directions. The
first builders of
Tacoma were
men of vision.
who should not
be criticized if
their enthusi-
‘asm sometimes
iwent beyond
“the . bounds of
good judgment.
They believed
in the “City of
Destiny” and
risked every-
thing they had E T
to make their A
,dreams come true. In their rail-
i way promotions they had in mind.
the benefit that would accrue to
! the city as well as their own pro-:
fits, and-none of the early builders
made a profit. The lines to Puy-
allup and the South Tacoma car-
shops of the Northern Pacific,
about which Fred Foye told yes-
terday, were of vastly more bene-
i fit to the people they served than
!they were to the promoters.
Another such transportation ven-
| ture was the Center st. and Span-
away steam line built in 1890 by
Lucian Cook, brother of C. A.
Cook. He combined the altruistic
with the practical in a large de-
!gree. His road was built to Span-
‘away lake largely with the idea
of providing an inland water resort
‘which would be another asset in
attracting newcomers to Tacoma.

The probabilities are that
Cook might have made his
line pay if the panic had not
crashed down on him. Spana-
way lake was an attraction
that took many picnic parties
over the line.. There are In
Tacoma today hundreds of
grownups who remember the .
thrill of riding on the “choo-
choo” to Spanaway lake. To |
them it did not matter that . ;
the stumpy little cars bounced. -
“and bumped over a road net
too well ballasted, To most
of them it was “the thrill
that comes once in a life- -
time,” o

Short

.. * L]

. While the picnickers and other
riders paid actual operating ex-:
penses, they did not preovide any-
thing for interest and other over-
‘head -and -when' ‘the. pinch' come
the road went into the hands of
a receiver. Some new capital wasg
obtained through the . receivership
but it was insufficient to stem the
depression tide and operation was
abandoned. The predecessors..of
{the Tacoma Raijlway & Power
company Rpurchased part of the
assets, including the right-of-way
and track between the city limits
and- Spanaway lake, over -which
the present S_pqnfxway line runs, °

Another and one of the im-
portant transportation  ven-.
tures of those vho had faith

‘and newspapers”

“-l5 -

' "in’' Tacoma .was “the ' Tacoma

. & Lake City railway. - This
line was built by Frank C,

. Ross, Fremont Campbell, C,
"A. E. Naubert-and R. B. Mul-
len. The Tacoma terminus
was at Union ave. and No.
26th st,, and the: line ran
south through Oakland addi-
tion, Menlo park and term-
inated near the old Lake City
hotel. ‘
Steel rails and’ other econstruc-’

tion materials were shipped over:
a track built by Ross and his as- |
{sociates’ connecting with the Nor-'
;them Pacific near the car .shops,’
A locomotive and three passenger
cars purchased from a railroad
receiver in the east were brought
here by John Graham, first engi-
neer on the line. The first trip
was made April ‘29, 1890,  when &
group of Tacoma citizens were
guests of the promoters.

On this trip somebody asked
why they had built a standard
gauge with heavy rails in-
stead 'of the narrow gauge
construction like the other lo-

- cal transportation lines, Ross
then disclosed that the pro-
ject had been promoted with
the understanding that it was
to become part of the Union
Pacific line to Puget Sound.
That was the first real intima-.

tion Tacoma had of the Union !

Pacific’s intention ‘to come here.

‘Rumors one day would be denied

. the next, but when Ross disclosed
that the Unjon Pacific wag inter-

ested in’ the line and'‘that his
office had been buying right-of-
way between the Columbia river
over a route surveyed by Union
Pacific engineers, -the effect was
something | like that  which fol-
lowed annbuncement.that Tacoma,
was to be._the Northern Pacific

terminus. JUN. 10 ,936

NE . of the biggest spurts of

Tacoma’s early boom days fol-
lowed completion -of the Tacoma
& ‘Lake City railroad, built by
Frank C. Ross and associates, and
the anncuncement. that the line
was to become ‘part of the Union
Pacific system,: g
The news was
spread through
real estate -ad-
vertisements

proclaimed the
tidinga:- that
Tacoma no long
er was a’ one-
railroad ‘town,
The mighty
U nion Pacific,
with its Pacific
Mail Steamship-
line, was an-
other factor : :
that would help :

fulfill the: des- - T+ Short
tiny ‘of . the metropolis of the
Pacific.

A few days after Ross an-
nounced  that -the~road would be
taken over by. the Union Pacific,
the Tacoma®' Chamber of Com-
merce received a letter from W.
H. Holcomb, vice. president, of the

system, announciﬁg that it was
proposed to extend the line from
Portland- to the Canadian boun-

‘dary and that the route would

include Tacoma provided sufficient
inducements * were offered. The
“inducements” included - right-of-
way in the city, land for terminals

"and ‘sufficient water frontage for

warehouses and,docks suitable for

“¢pe landing of the ships of the

Pacific Mail line,

That wasn’t what Tacoma
expected, but as everybody

. had plenty of land and Allen
C. Mason controlled a large
waterfront area, there was no
trouble in meeting .the re-

- Quirements. Virgil G. Bogue,
Union Pacific engineer, ap-
proved the property and in a

i few' days ‘articles of incor-
i Dboration for the Oregon Rail-
- way Extension' Co., Union

- Pacific Construction. Corpora-
tion, “were filed at Olympia.
Tacoma surely was: on the
way then, and there was not
a cloud in sight.

» * 8 .

‘Meanwhile the Tacoma & Lake

City railroad, operating from No

25th st. and Union ave. to Lake

City, was doing 8- good business.

Ross -announced. that he proposed

extending the line to Olympia pro-

.viding the citizens ‘would provide
a bouns of $75,000. He pointed
out that it would be a great ad-
vantage to have direct rail con-
nection that would make the capi-
tal and the metropolis of the state
ox:ﬂy an hour's ride apart. Olym-
pia thought so, too, and began to
raise -the money. That deal, how-
ever, was not completed, for Ross
and his associates sold the line to
the Union Pacific for $153,000. I

Under Union Pacific operation, |
the line did good business .during |
the summer months but. in the
fall traffic decreased. In an effort
to balance the budget, the fireman |
and trainman were laid off and
the train was operated by Con-
ductor George Balch and Engineer -

W C. Graham.

Then a small cloud appear-

i ed on the horizon. There were
- yumors -of a scandal in the
Union Pacific organization.
|~ Stockholders charged that the
“road was losing money and
- that the rolling stock and
‘equipment Wwere being neg-
Jected to make a showing.
. Investigators went over the
. entire system and when they
reached Tacoma, clamp_ed
down on the Lake City line.
- Conductor and trackmen were
| fired and Engineer Graham
- was put in charge of opera-
" tions. In his personal mem-
. olrs he recounts that he was
!  engineer, fireman, conductor,
. brakeman and track walker.

*  One-man’ operation cut running
{ expenses but still the line did not
pay and the Union Pacific sold
lthe property ‘to John S. Bake'l"
and Robert Wingate “for a song,
and ' they were not verv good



singers, either...They continued to
run the road with one man for a
few months and- then - abandoned:
the service :etween No. '26th st..
and the city limits.” They made
arrangements with Graham to op-
erate one train daily each way
between Lake City and So. 64th

st. A bus carried passenger&

from the end of -the line to 54th

and Union. "That was the city’s

first bus service as a part of the

local »transpo‘rtat.ion system. ;
a

Even though these changes cut
operating expenses ‘to the bone,
the 'line failed to pay. There was

no chance to refinance the road

for: everybody -had been bank-
rupted by the depression. There
was nothing for Baker and Win-
gate to do but quit. They stopped
operatmns one Saturday night in’

movcable equipment was hauléd
over to the Northern Pacific yards
and the next day, Sunday, part-of
the American Lake tracks were
torn up.. !

That ended one of thé  ¢olorfulr
episodes . in the development of-
Tacoma's street railway and sub-
urban transportation systems.

The Union Pacific? That bub-
ble blew. up when the financial
powers that control railroads.and
such ‘decided that instead of fight-
ing each’.other for business’ on
Puget Sound, the Union Paicific
Land - Northern Pacific. should: get
together, And they did!

PACIFIC ave., Old Tacowa, Point

Lefiance, Oakes addition and
other street railway promotions in
the late cighties provided reasona-

bly good north and south t) anspor-
tation but there
was no direct
Way of getting
“up  the hill”
What was con-
sidered some of
the mest desir-
able residence
property was
above. Tacoma
ave. and on the
plateau west of
K st., but those
districts did not
develop as fast
as thaose which
had transporta- o5
tion. ) <
A few wecks E. T. Short
after Nelson Bennett obtained
the franchise for his horsecar line
on Pacitic ave., Geor ge F. Orchard
and associates apphcd for a dou-
ble track cable franchise over a
Joop which included A st 11th,
i2 and 13th, to provide that seryxce
Orchard attempted to interest
capital in the project, butrwas un-

September, 1897. All the road’s’
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successful. In.the spring of 1888
the franchise was revised to per-
mit building of the 11th st. line
first, and two years more to com-
piete  the loop. But the council
tacked on a couple of sections.re-
quiring. Orchard to pave between
and along the rails with any ma-
terial the city engineer designat-
ed, and reserving the right to
impose a gross earnings tax of
one to three per cent.

. The last two uncertain provis-
ions again made the project diffi-
cult to finance. Orchard tried for
nearly two years to build the line
and then gave it up '

]

Durmg the txme Orchard held
the cable franchise, the Tacoma
Railway & Motor company, organ-
ized by Henry Villard, had been
acquiring some of the other lines.
As soon as Orchard quit, the Vil-
lard company applied for a double
track cable franchxve over the K
8t, loop

By that time (the council

had blg idcas’ of Tacoma's
transportation re g uirements
and insisted that any cablo
franchise must provide for
four lines. Eight streets had
been opened up the hill and
the council was willing to lct
the strectcar company choose

" four.
. - *

There was a long squabble over
the terms of the franchise, but the
company {inally agreod to accept

~it and on Sept. 5, 1840, the con-
"tract was let for the double track

line on 11th st. Before the con-
tractor started work, however,
business.men and property owners
sent a petition to the council re-
questing the company be permit-
ted to build a single track line
around the loop.

Speakers pointed out that the
double track would clutter up the
sireets unnecessarily and scrve no
good purpose. They also asked
that the franchise be amended to
include only 11th and 13th sts.
Something caused a change in the
councilmanic viewpoint and the
franchise was amended as re-
quested. A yecar later the line
was finished,

The first day the littie open
cable cars with two sents run-
ping lIengthwise and facing
the outside were operated, the
company offered free rides
but nebody wanted to be first
until Major C. M. BRiddell came
along. He boarded a car at
11th and Pacific and rode
around the loop, the ({irst
passenger on the cable.  The
major's trip reassured others
and soon the little cars were
carrying capacity loads.

. Though the cable line wag wel-»
comed as an important link in]|
Tacoma's tr ampmtatlon system,
it"proved to be 2 thorn in the Ilesh,

of the public, the city council and
the company. Part of the equip-
ment was too light and was covi-
tinually getting out of order. The
first time the cable broke, the
line was crippled for a weck.

The open cars were all
right in summer but what a
how! there was through the
rainy scason! \Water dripped
from the top of the cars tuto
the laps of the passengers on
the seat, or down their neels
if they stood. Wind blew the
rain through the cars. A ride
from Pacific ave. to K st. in
an ordinary winter storm was
as good as a shower bath,
Protests finally brought the

closed cars in use today, but there
are still those who feel ke fight-
ing when they think of the old
cable car experiences.

- - -

The panic of the nincties was
one influence which wunited the
street railways in one company.
The Tacoma Railway and Motlor
company, now Tacoma Railway &'
Power company, was the only one
that survived and was able to
absorb the others.

- " -

Though the trail of Tacoma's
transportation system is mavked
with some bitter controversies and
protests against unsatisfactory
service, the story also reveuls sub-
stantial benefits. Xach of the.
early transportation ventures wap!
followed by new business activity |
in the locality served. Iixtensjong:
opened new territory and increased
property. value.




THEY'RE “headin’ for the "last
" roundup.” Tacoma's old street
cars are nearing the end of a use-
ful service. For 50 years they
have been a
part a part of
-the. community.
life, They have -
carried thou-
sands of stu-
dents . to and
from. school.
They have pro-
vided a substan-
tial * connection
.between home
and business.
For many thou-
sands of  Taco-
ma residents
they provided
- the only means
I of reaching
places of recreation. But th.eir
!usefulness is .about over. Like
[“old Kate,” saddled for.the last
'roundup,. they- go to the barn to-
night probably to stay until they
are bid in by the junk man or the
machinery dealer.
CEE S
Like the gallant old ships which'
.are beached and burned for the
metal which holds hulls - together,
they will be worth only Athe‘-value
of the equipment and- material. of
which - they are comp*_osed.‘jOnce
.upon & time, like thée old ships,
_they  glistened and " sparkled , with .
inew paint and varnish. - The motor .
equipment was the ‘most modern
lof the time. |} JUNE /93¢
: The {first. electri¢ car . in
Tacoma was a thing of beauty |
as well as utility, Near the |
‘end of January it was report< |
|

E. T. SHORT

ed,  unofficially, that the Ta- .
coma Electric Motor and Rail- -
way company was about ready
to take off the horses and
steam motors and operate only
electric cars. Day after day . °
curfous ones went. to the
power house on A street and
watched the engineers doing .
things around the generators .
and who shook their heads |
when -asked how  soon thc
electric cars would be running.
The great event, in spite of the
misgivings of the skeptics, came
the night of Feb, 11, 1890. About’
10 o’clock, car No. 1i rolled. out
‘of the barn, brilliantly lighted, and
with gong ringing, swung out on
Pacific avenue. = As the car pro-
ceded on its way, heads popped
out of windows along Pacific ave,
Crowds poured out of restaurants,
bar rooms and gambling houses.
Soon cheering throngslined both
sides of the street. Referring to

the event one of the papers
the next day: . :
The line of electric street.
cers Is running. The cars
“bowled up and down Pacific
. ave. last night and the multi-
_tudes lifted their volces and

said
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“cheered wuntil their throats
. were parched, Then some of
them “wet thelr whistles” and
went - at it again.
. “No.wonder the crowd went
! wild.. The new cars had been
Jromised again and again but
@nethmg always happened to
isappoint. This time it was
a’ fact,” ‘

« * x .

. Car No. 11 soon was followed
by No. 16, “one of the handsomest
and largest cars on the line.” Both
cars were run up and down Pacific
ave. 'and operated almost perfect-
ly. After a trip to the Northern
Pacific wharf the cars came back
up town where “they were loaded
with excited gents and resumed
theif’ running up and down Pacifi¢
ave.”

. K * *

A day or two later the old
horses and the steam . “dum-
mies” were headed ‘“for the
last roundup.” Various fates
befell the horses. Most of the
old cars were junked and the
‘old service soon was forgotten.

B L S
Something akin to the old scenes
which marked the passing of the
horse’ car and steam dummy 48
years ago will be reenacted Sat-

F

‘urday night, There will be great
jubilation over the passing of the!
old equipment, long lacking new'’
. paint, and generally out of date.
:There will be the same jubilation
in welcoming the new busses that:
was evidenced when the first elec- |
tric cars appeared on Pacific ave."
the night of Feb, 10, 1890,
*

. * *

The passing of the street cars
will cause many to be.thoughtful.
It will be a reminder that time
changes ‘all things; that the pass-
ing of the old and the coming 'of
the new is inevitable.

From the street cars their minds
will wander to some of the fine old
'mansions in Tacoma, many of them
showing signs of neglect. Some of
them ‘are being relegated to that
class of domicle known as the
“rooming”  house, '

R R

In the jubilant throng to
watch the’ burning of one of
the old street cars Saturday
night as & climax to the fes-
tivities, there will be a few
sentimentally inclined who will
not be very happy, for to them
the street cars are assoclated
with the days when we had
what was called “Tacoma

spirit.” That was a . spirit

. which did things and seems to
have grown decrepit. along with
the old cars. They will wonder
if by any chance the new trans-
portation will bring a new will
and desire to do the things
“which once made Tacoma one
" of the most talked of towns in

the country. s



1 .

,EJ WEEKS is having what
%' might be - called a super-
.abundance of anniversaries. A
-few days ago he celebrated his
80th birthday.
Sunday, Nov.
1, with Mrs.|
Weeks, who!
lost her iden-
tity as Cora
Folsom, at Exe-
ter, Mass., Nov.
1, 1886, he will
join with a son
and da ug hter
and four grand-
children in a
golden wedding
an niv ersary.
This year also
1 marks the 50th
.. B. T, Short anniversary of
his appointment as superintendent
of -the street railway at Framing-
"ham, Mass. .

* * *

“! The ldast anniversary will be cele-
brated only by a reminiscent hour
occasionally as “B. J.” occupies a
eomfortable seat in the streamline
bus on which he travels between

his home and office.
3y In this comfortable trans-
.. portation unit he thinks of
.> the days when he drove a
.7 couple of rawboned nags hitch-
ed to a car of the Boston
street railway company; by
- the hostler, John L. Sullivan;
§ of his promotion to a place
§ on the ' back piatform, and-
? theén the superintendency "job
gin Framingham.
* *

. :
4 Tl health of one of the children
{was a contributing factor in the
westward move a few years later,
The doctor said a change.of cli-
mmate was imperative. Among
other choices: he recommended

Porto Rico and Tacoma,
. * L]

*.

About this time it happened that'
the General Electric Co., ' which,
throush extending credit for equip-
ment, had a controlling interest
in most of the country’s electric
railways, including the Framing-
ham and Tacoma systems. So when
the energetic young superintendent
early in January, 1901, told  his
superior that he intended moving
to' Tacoma, there was the job of
looking after General Electric in-
terests in the T. R. & P. waiting
for him, He landed here Feb, 3,
1901. o)

* * - %

. Two and a half years with the
T. R. & P, earned ‘him. a better
job with J.-P. Greaves, who, with
General Electric help, was build-
ing the Spokane traction system.:
When the Spokane job was fin-
ished he came back to Tacoma to
help E. J. Felt build the Pacific
traction lines. Felt had been
working on® the .project. several
years and in the latter part- of
1905 had sufficient financial back-
ing to go ahead. .

. From the first it was a
battle with the T. R. & P,
First, in the city council over
“the city franchise. Felt was
Boon - over that hurdle, as the
council had. just been. having
awbig fight wwith, W. S. Dimg, .
mock, manager, and B. S.

Grosscup, T. R. & P. attorney,
over rates and franchises. An -
equally hostile feeling on the
part of the county commis-
sioners gave Felt his county
francliise,. Then the battle
began in earnest.
' The first big fight was on Com-

merce, street when Dibble & Haw-
thorne, contractors, began laying!
Pacifie traction tracks en Com-|
merce street north from 9th, the:
beginning of the line that was to |
run on. Cliff ave, (Stadium way)’
and out Division ave. to a con-
(nection’ with a line to American
Lake. ‘

The day the Commerce
street work started there was
a pitched battle betweeir Felt's
crew and a T. R. & P. gang.
Pick handles, shovels and fists

did minor damage’ ubtil court
l action  stopped hostilities and

finally gave Felt the right-of-

way, ‘
* * »*

Next wag the “Battle of Clover
Creek,” a conflict only a little less
! memorable than the ‘“Battle of
!Fern Hill” a few years previous.
when residents of that community
tied up the line until the T. R. &
P. agreed to a fare adjustment.

Felt had built a bridge across
Clover creek for his American lake
line. A couple of nights after the
job was finished, a T. R. & P.
crew built a section of roadbed
across Felt’s approach to the
bridge, about 18 inches above his
grade, and laid the rails.

The next night when Weeks,
Felt's supgrintendent, went out-

with a gang to remove the ob-
| struction, he found a T. R. & P.
crew guarding the job, and in
charge of “Big” Kinney, an’ Iriflkll-
man, and e
chief engine‘%dir ?T%S
Weeks* crew was outnum-
bered about three to omne, but
a speech by his Italian fore- -
man, Fred Pellegrini, and a
display of his deputy sheriff’s
star gave -the Felt gang the
advantage and they began to -
tear up the rails, Just as the .
job was finished, Dimmock,
the manager, and Sheriff A.
d. Denholm arrived. ‘
Dimmock ‘ordered ljx:men to
tear up the traction rails.
“If they touch a raii,” said
“Weeks, showing his deputy sheriff
igtar, “T’ll arrest you.” .
|  Dimmock demanded that the
lsheriff protect him. Weeks said

|

from

it they were looking for trouble
all they had to do was ask for it.
Denholm said he wasn’'t looking|
for trouble and advised Dimmock’

‘to call off his men. .
* v

* *

In the mean time Felt had
routed Judge W. O.. Chapman
out of bed at 5 o’clock in the
morning to sign a restraining
order directed to the T. R. &
P. That transferred. . ,,the..f,;1
battle to. the courts, where
Felt was again victorious.

* ® »
Felt finally completed the line:
9th  and Commerce to
American lake and the next year
sold out to the T. R. & P. He!
made some profit on. the deal and
went to England, where he died a

few years ago.
* L]

After Felt sold out, Weeks be-
came commissioner - of public
utilities and is now in the real
estate and insurance business.

“Those were the days,” said
Weeks, as he gossiped about the
horse cars, his hostler, John L.
Sullivan,. and the traction line
battles. ’ ‘
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w HEN an acyuaintance, a newcomer, asked the other day
.. ,;how come the patch of cresoted blocks on Commerce st.
&t Ninth and the two streaks running north in the asphalt
Payement to Stadium way, it recalled interesting episodes in
% fight to control the street railway situation in Tacoma. It
Involved first fights between rival construction crews and
breath-taking midnight rides to Seattle for federal court in-

‘Junctions.
s When .things began to pick up
after the panic of the nineties, E.
J. Felt, a2 man with vision and
sorhe financial gew
connections, got
‘the. idea that
Tacoma needed
a .better trans-
portation  sys-
tem and he or-
ganized the Pa-
cific Traction
Co. He began
preliminary
work about 1902
and ' obtained
franchises for
street railway
lines but it was
not wuntil 1905 :
that his finan- )
cial backers put E+ T- SHORT
up.any money, and a year later
before he w, rg.a)gy for construc-
tion. [SScF /93

The unit he first proposed to
conatruct was a line beginning at
Commerce and Ninth, running;
north to Division ave., west on
Division to Sprague ave. and south
to the prairies and’ American lake
The line was intended to serve a
large territory which had no trans-
portation facilities and later was to
be extended to Olympia.

JUST THOUGHT OF IT

.- About the time Felt was ready
td begin work the city council let
& contract to the Independent As-
phalt Co. to replace the planks on
Cormmerce st. with asphalt. The
day the paving company started
work on Commerce st., W. 8. Dim-
mock, manager of the Tacoma
Ralilway & Power Co. notified
Owen Woods, commissioner of pub-
lic works, that under an old fran-
chise inherited from Allen C. Ma-
son's Point Defiance Railway,' the
company had just decided to im-
mediately begin laying a track on
Commerce st. Dimmock explained
that the company wanted to do
this before the street was paved,
and without waiting for a reply
from Woods moved a construction
crew to Commerce street while the
asphalt company’s men were eat-|
ing lunchT /M ES .
- “When Georgé Milton Savage,
head of the Independent Asphalt:
Paving Co., heard about Dimmock’s
plan he protested on the ground
that he had a contract to pave:
Commerce st. the full width and
it he did not do so he might not’
be able to collect anything from
the city... While city officials were
pondering ‘the situation Savage
told his construction foremen to go |
ahead with the Commerce street)
job.and throw the street railway
men off if they tried to start any-
thing. . :

|
|
ii'lGHT STARTS ;
|

v

+ Just as the paving crew .was
réady to- start work after lunch,

‘the T. R. & P. construction gang
.appeared and began to shovel out
a road bed. Then the fight started.
Shovels, fists and pick handles were
used by the rival crews. A paving
company teamster tried to driver
the horses over ‘a bunch of the
street railway men. A couple of
railway men grabbed the horses by
the bits and turned them around
so short that the wagon was tipped
over. Two policemen who tried. to
interfere were swept aside. By|
that time Tom Maloney, chief ofl
police, arrived with reinforcements. |
Some of the beiligerents were tak- |
enc¢to jail and several were sent to|
a hospital to be patched up. ;

. * . !

Dimmock demanded that ‘
Woods, as commissioner of
-public works, give his crew the
protection to which they were
entitled. Woods went for ad-

. vice to C. W. Riddéell, then city

- attorney. Riddell said the old

franchise had expired and told

him to notity Dimmock to
keep' his men off.

That was the first skirmish.
Felt, and his manager, B. J. Weeks,
made a tentative deal with the
paving company to lay the Pacific
traction tracks. Just as they were,
ready to go ahead all work was.
tied up by a federal court injune-
tion obtained for Dimmock by B.:
'S. Grosscup and C. O. Bates of!
. Tacoma and two Seatle attorneys,
|Judge George H. Donworth and
1 E. H. Todd, said to bé representing
, the Seattle Electric Co. :

I . ¢

; MIDNIGHT RIDE ’
‘For the time being that tied
things up tight but Felt discovered
a loophole in the injunction and
was about to wiggle out when the
T. R. & P. folks made the same
discovery. Then there was a scur-
rying around! .

At a conference that night a
new injunction petition was drawn.
up and at midnight Dimmock and

. Attorney Bates started for Seattle
;on an interurban car. They were
given a clear track and made the
run in exactly 37 minutes, nearly
a mile & minute. Speaking of the
experience Bates said he never
would be the same man again. He
expected every minute that the
wildly swaying car would jump
the track. But it didn’t, and Bates
and Dimmock routed Judge Han-
ford out of bed and got the new
injunction  signed.

. L4

| @

. .

These skirmishes and rows be-
fore the city council and county
commissioners continued several
months but Felt finally won and
built his line through South Ta-

coma to American lake. Then evil
days fell upon him. - Tacomsa was
: doing business with clearing house
| certificates, and the money mar-
ket gereraily was panicky. Felt's
backers became invojved and east-
ern financiers sent 4 répresentati=e

“out here to take charge of the’
Pacific Traction Co, It wasn’t long:

then before the Stone & Webster
interests came into the picture and
Felt’s lines become part qt the
T. R. & P. system and part of it
including the Commerce vsﬁ. line¢
was abandoned. K ;

Minus a few details, that, in sub.
stance is how -come the wood'block:
and streaks on Commerce st. It
also the story of a valiapt .figh
against bverwhelming 8 anc
how powerful interests can some:
times stifle competition. "



By Albert Ottenheimer

IME has fuded the print

of remembrance of the

days that were. The

mist of the years is
beginning to haze the

memory - of the old times. One
by one, slowly, steadily, the
old men are being gathered in.
dropping off like wilted petals
before a winter wind, going like
the old days in which they lived
—beyond recall. :
Arid much of Tacoma’s mot:
tled and romantic early history
will ' be forever, irrevoeably lost
in their going. Men will soon
forget the days when jet-haired

Indian boys cracked hazel nuts.

on- the still-living  stumps that
lined Pacific avenue. They will
cease to remember how the black
bear and' the. white-tailed . deer
were hunted on the: not far-
removed: upper stretches of the
svenue, They will forget for
the lack of tellng. - ‘
And- there is mueh of that story
that should not be lost. Tt is' & glow-
ing tale of a stalwart, vigorous city in-
itsinfaney. It is the story of its
successés, its failures, its accomplish-
ments—its life! And there is no sin-
gle phuse of that early history that
tells these things quite so graphically,
quite so fully as the story of -the
early days of the street car in Ta-

coma.. . oV '/tzez z.

The. glamor of fomance often gilds

the least expected things. . So it is’

with the old street ear davys.l There is
romance -there, honost and potent, an
intangible, powerful interest hidden
behind a drab, prosaic veneer . of
modernity. From the very days of
the "old horse cars, down through the
obstreperous steam dummy 'and the
pitiful - sarly electric cars, down  to.
the . big electrically. propelled steel
ecach of today, there are tales worthy
of the telling, stories which should not
and must not be lost. :
Billy White, the forerunners of Ta:
eocma’s army of streel. car men today, .
startled the little towu that was Ta-!
coma. then, on the blue-skyed morning
of May 1, 1888, 34 years ago.’ Legs.
‘spread like the Colossus’, his chest
straining at the buttons of his jacket,
he stood on the front platform “of
Tairoma's first street car at the reing
of & team of plodding chestnuta, o
Up the street: from the barns at 13th
street went the car, bouncing and bob-
bing up the - billowy tracks to the
Northern Pacific headguarters build-
ing at 7th street, while on both sides
of the sireet the people turned to stare
and marvel ir unfeigned' amazement.
The Indians scurried off the track and
hugged ‘théir gaudy shawls anew and
found no solace in the further en-
crodcthment of invader, It was a
seven-days’ wonder, and then, Itke all
things, Tacoma.settled dowan . (o . .xet
used to-it. R

The boglnnings .of the street.car fn

Tacoma came into being through -cir-"
cumstances fraught ' with trial and’
tribulation. ; Allen C- Mason and Nel-
son  Bennett, hoth of them dead now
but builders of Tacoma to whoss the
city owes more than it has ever paid,
Joined in asking fof the first:' fran-
chise in the latter part of 1828, Their

“Tacoma - avenue,

‘lated -cars:.of today, they were hope:

plans met with opposition from  the
very start.~:The two bullders desired
to:use horse-power - in the raw . as a
means of motive' power. The. mayor
and the City Council were highly par-
tial to electricity. And so they talked
and:afpgued-—and nothing came of It. ..

Then, whern .it looked-as though the
promotors would  withdraw. their ap-
plication in dispust.at the delay, the-

- council finally .thought better of the

plan, and on February b5, 1887, ordi-
nance No, 162 was passed, granting to
“Nelson Bennett -and his associates.
their successors and assigns, the right:

to construct and operate a street rail-

way upon certain:streets and avenues
in ;the City of Tacoma.” Not that it
wai that easy. Not .at ‘all. Mayor

Mann vetoed it twice, but the council

finally.’managed to pass. it the. third
time' over his,demurrer.

. Work was pushed immediately on
Pacific avenue and a portion of Ta-
coma avenue, thes the second business
street of the city. Electricity wae
discussed again for:.a time, but this
idea . was. finally quashed 'when En-
gineer P. O, Bean, sent East to study
the sltuation, reported that electric
power could not he carried profitnbly
more than three miles!. So the Ta-.
coma. Street.  Railway.: Company. .was
incorpordated n January 19, 1887, for
$260,000 and its first car started down
Pacific avenue on the first day of VMay
of the next -year -behind a team of

_truck horses,

There were two -lines originally.
The one on Pacific avenue started!at
25th street and made its laboring way
down to the Northern Pacific Head-
quarters building at 7th . street,. now
opposite the city hall but then across
the street from a dank, boggy marsh.
The line on Tacoma avenue was about
the same, with sbme distance cut from
each end. Foir antiquated cars were
asgigned to Pacific avenue and one to
These constituted
the entire rolling stock of the com-

-pany at the time,

~.Apd those cars! To the man used
to the,comparative luxury of the well-.
outfited, well-heated and. well-venti-!

‘lessly rude and Inadequate.” But in
those days. they were tlie acme  of
wonder  Tiny, - single-truck affairs
they were, smaller, even; than -our
smallest present-day one-man cars.. By
dint of e littie - economigal . placing,
perhaps 25 passengers could be accom-

modated with seats, such as they
were. - They ran the length of the car,
their painted- surfaces unpadded by
even g strip - of . carpet. There - were
five cr-six windows to' a side, equipped
" with shutters as well .as glass, that
slid down Into the body of the car.
Passengers entered on low-hung steps
al the rear, The driver waiched thelr
movements and chucked to 'his horse
_when they were safely aboard. If the
pruces8 'was ngt speedy enough for

. his_liking_ he. gave a. gong, fustened on -

the back platform, a vigorous clang-to
hurry. their movements, - ~

The fare collecting system, the early
counterpart of what tuday is the auto-
‘matjc farebox, was amusingly in-
volved. There was . a slot on each
. window post for the deposit of the
‘fare, -'.Slipped In’ here, the nickles
‘ro}led ‘down concealed tubes behind the
woodwork to a tightly locked woden
.box in the driver's platform. As much
:faith ‘as the management had in its

enture, little of it was manifested in

the! rtrustirig to the honesty of man-
‘kind. 'Besides the precaution that the
conductor should not:handle the fare,
the sysem of making change was de-
signed to .thwart any money-making
designa at ‘the company’'s expense. On
“the, first trip the driver was equipped

~with"$10 iv change. divided .un in pors:

“his.coin/

‘regarded as normal.

‘ tions, 'of 25, 60 cents ard. a- dollar and

iplaced in envelopes.

.were put in a partitioned box—’ within
\

These ~ ip turn
‘the“easy access of the driver, 7

..~ 'The passenger unlatched the door to
the -driver's platform and thrust: out
The driver loosed one hand

from the reins, and gave the correct

“envelope in return for the money.

Then he kept a close watch to see tha.t
the slot received its tribute. Vq'r byt
was & smart crook that foiled” thai
system, and but few of them took (the
trouble to try. A f
The traffic, to measure it by lihe
standards of today, was far from px-
cessive. Fifteen dollars taken in ;by
one car -ln a day was considered the-
nomenza!. A much smaller 'sum was
It was8 not con--
sidered unusual to tale in less thar 32
a day en the Tacoma avenue run. It
was a rarity to see a crowded car. The
nearest approach to that came T3

the last car at 8 o'clock at night when
the steamer. Greyhound disgorged its
mob of passengers from Seattle. The
tracks. after a short time, had been
extended to the wharf and the passen-
gers were picked up a short distance
from where they landed at the old
Flyer dock, long since. gone but then
located about where the Notrthern Pa-
cific .docks now stand. .

The company owned 30 head of
horses, not to mention a team of per-
verse-minded Missourl mules. These
were spelled off at three-hour inter-
vals, "The fresh team was driven for

three hours and then the old one was
pressed into service again. When the
day was done the horses were shel-
tered in the car barns at™ 13th and A
streets, where the present general of-
fices, cable barns, repair shops and
power plant of the company of today
are located. The driver on the Ta-
coma avenue line trotted down the hill
behind the horses to the barns every
night. The cars were left standing in
the streets. The traffic wasn’t heavy
enough_ on either of the thornughfares
for them to cause any difficulty. It
.was an urgent errand that brought &

Tacoman abroad on the streets much

after 9 o'clock.
m. It was a far different Pacific avenue

T cars saw then than it is to-
.d;‘;'.hoizew ‘frame buildings ‘rambled
uj» and down the. street, many un-
painted, the rest resplendent in vari-
ecolored signs. The line of buildings
ygd\g .frequently broken by a brqad eﬁz—
‘panse of a vacant lot; grassy. nars i
plots that steamed in the spring an

Mud lay deep on,
albuminous ooZe
d. It lay thicx

after a May shower.
the street, a black,

ng and clogge :
;.l:x?lt heel:;:vyg over the car tracks and in &

ails at 16th street the
qsi?-igv:: rta}:;a ml;re on mud t}xan Stei]i')a;:idt
trusted his horsges and his luck
the rails on the other slde.d i was
James Cummings, since e[—la.'rrison.
the ftirst manager. N(_aa! M
drove old Buck an‘d Bt‘:;r:y,o rt; per
ili'!et:maénd O%léeitf'n‘tlhe most familiar fig<

a
ures in the old days was3 ] Nea‘ld oi; ¥
frigid winter's morning, ywrappdmg nd
swathed against the cold, st.a.nl ng o8
the platform of his rocking,thz i
little car 1ke o MENEC {iumping his

z n a has 11, :
t&l;i;ck#ﬁ; the fist which held thg



reins to keey his fingers warm aua
marking In staccato accents at fre-
quent Intervals, “Gid-dap, Barney!™
Neal went to work for the street car
company driving one of the horse cars
early in March, 1589. He's N. P, Har
rison now, of Harrison Brothdrs, one
of Tacoma’'s largest dealers in fuel and
building materials. L !

Then  there was Jim Clarke, who
went to work In May, 1889. Jim, long;
lank and as Scotch as ever, Is ah oper<
ator on the Point Defiance line now.
Ben Swanson is still following the
steel ribbons, a motorman on the Pa-
ciiic traction line. Ben went to .vork
driving a horse car in August, 1889.
Fred ‘McClelland, now a motorman on
the Interurban, was barn boss. Theres
were other old names, familiar ones,
that have since disappeared.” Friéeman'
Lotten, Alex. Stevenson,-, !'Litile : Joe'’}
Sparling, Billy Myers, ‘‘Shorty” Mor+
rigon and a host of others., Many of
thenr are long since dead “ Sparling
was last heard of ‘at " Dash  Point.
Myers has a ranch at Spanaway. Mor-
rison, at last reports, ~wug ‘chief dis-
patcher for the eleetric rallWway-coms
pany In Los Angeles. * =~ . %

It was no bed of pink and “piigple
roses, their life in those times They
rose in the sooty gray of dawn .and
trudged through the mud and rain and
snow, from thelr homes to the barns
in time to take the first car ocut at &
o'cleck. ' They remained at their posts
until 8 o'clock -until the last car stood
stark and deserted at 13th and the
horses were crunching fodder in con-
tentment in the barns. And for those
14 hours of straining labor, they were
magnificently remunzrated at the mag-
nificent scale of $2 a day—and con«
gratulated themselves on their luck!

Then, In 1888, a year after the. ads
vent of the horse cars, two steam dum-«
my lines were put in operation, ene by
the operators of the horse lines and
the other by R. F. Radebaugh, founder
and -editor  of The Ledger.” The T. S.

R. Company’s line started at 9th and C

stregets, now Broadway, ran out C to
Division avenue, up Division to Ta-
coma 'avenue, out Tacoma tc North 6th.
‘fhence it ran to North G to McCarver
and down through Old Town, raking
the loop that the present:line does
there., The return trip was over prac-
tically the same route with the excep-
tion that the cars came down St, Hel-
¢ns from Division.

Radebaugh’s line ran from 26th and

Pacific to Oakes Addition, now Oak-
land, as far out as 46th and Asotin.
Subsequently it was extended through
South Tacoma, then to Fern Hill and
finally, a branch was rumn out to Puy-
allup. 7This, in after years was elec~
trified as the Old Puyallup line, aban-
doned beyond Summit only a few years
ago, . .
The Old Town trip took an hour to
2o and return. The other was some-
what longer. Fare on both lines was
five cents, Diminutive rallroad coaches
drawn by antiquated steam dummies,
we e used. At times open flat cars
with improvised seats were employed.
The old 'wood-burning dummies threw
sparks and brands in hapoy-go-lucky
abandon and the devastation to the
passengers’ .clothing was deplorable.
‘The pungent odor of gcorched and
burned linen was ever-present and the
passengers took the trip at the risk of
coming away with neatly burney holes
in the most unexpected and least de-
sirahle places, ’

The crew of a train consisted'of an
cngineer-and a fireman snd a conduc-
wor. . The routes of both lines ran
through wild, unpopulated territory.
Neither were particularly profitable
and -both went bankrupt in the course
of time. Virgin forest, undesecrated
a8 yet by the inroads of the saw and
aXe, lay on both sides of the Qakes Ad-
dition rum and even after it was ex-
tendéed to Purallup, sunlight - broke
through the trees in -ouly three places

ail tha way from 'Tacomna to‘PuyauupL
%hét%ld Tacoma lhe wus less heavily,

‘timbered but ran through rough, houge~"

less blocks, . The Annie Wright Semin-

‘ary at Division and St. Helens was

‘practically the outpost of the populated
félri-itory “until .O0ld . Tacoma - was
reached, - Then progress  planted its
iron-shod heel again and all.this van-
‘f{shed, Tacoma grew. like a stripling
youth and the horse cars and steam
‘dumrmies -proved .inadequate, SBcience
«had made sufficient advances to war-
.rant the.use of electric power and in

 March, (1890, the electrification was

completed.  The company was organ-
ized in June of the year before by Paul
Schulz, D. H. Loudervack, J,. M., Agh-
ton, still. a resident of Tacoma; Henry
Hewitt Jr.,, J. H., Mitchell Jr., John
Cummings and E. J. Kershaw, with a
capital of $500,000.. The properties and
franchises of the early company were
purchased for $260,000, with $125,900
in stock in addition to Villard for his
franchise. :

It was a memorable day on Febru-
ary 10, 1890, when the first electric car
traversed the streets of the city of Ta-
coma. Herbert Hunt, in his “History
of Tacoma,’ ’tells this story graphi-
cally: :

“Car No. 11 made the first trip at
about 11 o’clock. .. ... .Pacific ave-
nue was enjoying the quiet of a winter
day when the car réunded the curve at
13th street and started along TPacific
avenue. A strong armed man yanked
the gong and the clamor was heard for
blocks, Windows went up with a bdng..
Crowds in the restaurants. left their
meals, the saloons disgorged, the games
of pedro, poker and faro were deserted
and within 10 mirutes the avenue Was
crowded with people who cheered again
and again.” "

. The old horse-car drivers were
taught to drive the new cars.  They
were joined by several railroad men,
turned West by a serious rail strike in
the Fast at the time, There was Dave
Harris, still an operator on 'the Pdint
Defiance Line; Oliver Wise, running
a  one-man car now on Tacoma ave-
nue; Fred Foy, at present an inspector
for the T. R. & P.; J, C. Boone, motor-
man on the Traction !ine: and many
‘more or less familiar, some dead, some
still here, many scattered to the:ifar
ends of ihe earth, P ES

The old electrjc cars were perzocfous
affairs. Thevy were samewhat hnt mot
a great deal largér than the old horse-
drawn vehicle. " The trollles were)as
jumpy as .2 man with a guilty con-
science. The motorman started ouf in
the morning with his pockets. full’ of
steel contact springs and fuses. The
old Sprague motors which propelled.the
cars were extremely (miirhy affairs and
all the care of a diplomat was of ‘ne-
cessity exercized to keep them func-
tioning properly. A mis-movement of
the control caused a short that called
“for new contact springs. Tuses blew

out oftener than tires on a stretch
of glass-studded pavement. The. fuses

‘were located under the seat and. the
passengers were compelled to stand the
whole length of the car while the mor
torman replaced the fuses. And not'in-
frequently the bare wires gave hith a

shock that daused him to jump, much
to the edification of the juvenile pas-
sengers. .

The front end of the cars were cpen
to offerings of the storm god and in
rain, snow and glaring sunshine, the

motorman and the conductor stood un-
protected from the elements. Finally,
however, the company magnanimously |
agreed to allow the men to build their

own vestibules, promising to repay
them in due time. The vestibules were
constructed like bay windows and usu-
ally cost 'the men somewhere in the
vicinity of $15 for a set.” Ben Swan-

son has $13 still coming to him for:

the vestibules' he’ had built, having

been refused payment because he lost’

his receipt. ; _
Tacoma's street rallway history in
all the 35 years of its existence bas

been ‘singularly devoid of accldents..
There heve been but' few minor ones:

and non of any magnitude of scrious-
‘ness., None—save one, and that on the
Black Fourth of July, 22 years ago.

" “Car No. 16 pulled out of South Ta-
coma at 8 o’clock that morning. Con-
ductor Jimmy Calhoun whistled as he
lolled aaginst the rear vestibule. Mo-
torman F. L. Bohem was busy at the
front end of the car. It was a won-
derful - day and pleasure-bent crowds
soon crowded the car unti] it was full
hevond capacity. A jostling, gord-
ratured mob it was. bound for a day’'s
outing. )

The bridge crossing to Broadway, C

street then, was at 26th street, instead
of at Tacoma avenue, where it iIs today,
As the car started down Talin street
‘the drama that turned out to be a trag-
edy was begun. The grin on Bohem’'s
face froze. The brakes were slipping.
He toiled feverishly with the hand
brake, strained and pulled until his
~hands were torn and running red—to
no avail, K o
. On down the hill the car careened.’
The terror of despair spread through
the jammed car and a struggling,
sereaming mass fought and tore to
escape from the car that held them
helpless prisoners. A few manuged
to jump from the madly rushing ecar
and escape, The remainder were
trapped. The car galned momentum as
it went. On it lurched. gaining speed,
more specd, more specd—and then the
crash!  The car failed to make the
sharp curve at the hridege, leaped the
track, turned and skidded on its slde
40 feet and dropped over the edee to a
hreap of broken logs below, 100 feet
down! -

The crash resounded for blacks, The
screams rose above the grind of tear-

ing metal and splintering wood, sear-
ing themselves indelibly into the mem-
aries of those who heard them. The
dead and dying were in a moiling heap.
Bodies lay strangely twisted and oddly
still. - XIdttle rivulets of crimson ran
from under some of them, forming
welling 1little puddles that mingled
with the marshy mud. Torn, broken
forms 1lay revealed in the heap of
twisted boards and warped metal all
that remained: of the car.

Forty-three people were Kkilled that
day,. 837 of them outright. Man and
wife, whole families in some case's,
were wiped from the light of the sum-
mer sun. Bohem escaped badiy injured
but Calhoun was found bent over a
rail of the bridge, without a bruise on
his body, a look of stunned surprise on
hig face-—dead,

Tacoma's present street rallway sys-
tem is built on wrecks, but of a differ-
ent. sort. The history of the company
is strewn with the remains of more
than a score of enterprises, but after
each faiiure there was always someone
ready ard Wwilling to carry one. The
Tcoma Railway & Power Company of
today rests on a foundation of com-
panies of the past.. Here is only ‘a
rartial Iist: Tacoma Strect Rallway
Co.; Tacoma Rallway & Motor Co.:
Polnt Deffance Railway Co.; Pt. Defi-
#nce. Tacomsa & Edison Ry. Co.; City
Park Railway Co.: Park Avenus &
Tern Hill Ry. Co.; Tacoma, Edison &
Puyallup Railroad Co.: Tacoma & Puy-
allup Railroad Co.; Tacoma & Fern
Hill Street Ry. Co.; Wapate Park Relt
T.ine Railway Co.: Lake Park Land,
Railway & Improvement Comipany; Ta-
coma Lake Park & Columbia Ry, Co.:
Tacoma & Coiumbia River Raiiway Co.
and several others.

.And. meanwhile the system has
srown, Campare the five cars, the few.
‘employes, the scanty passengers of the
old days to a company wkich today is
valued at some $7,000,000, which has.
some 600 employes, 200 of them train-
men, a payroll of rjore than $1,000,000
a year, a_corporation that carries 26,-
500,000 passengers a - vear, ianning
over, i7 /iifferent lines ,employPig 143
cars of late type and construction, ita-
versing more than 91 miles of track,
serving districts within and outside the

.city Himits with an approximate popu-

lation of 110,000 and growing year by
year, . L






