
WASH NG TON 

FIRE DEPARTME N T 

October 21, .1969 

Mr. Harold M. Tollefson 
Rust Building 
Tacoma, _Wash. 98401 

In re: Tacoma Little Theater 

Dear Sir: 

During a joint inspection with the Building Department, 
concerning the furnaces in the Tacoma Littl.e Theater, the fol
lowing conditions were noted: 

1. Furnace room at the south end of main lobby: 

a. Walls and ceiling must be one hour construction. 
UBC 1967, Chapter 7, Sec •. 708. 

b. Louvered opening in .lobby wall leading to furnace 
room for fresh· air supply is. to be, clos.ed off 
with one hour .construction. Fresh air supply 
for furnace operation should be taken from the 
outside and the opening must be protected with a 
fused self-closing device. UBC 1967, Chapter 7, 
Sec. 708. · 

2. Furnace room near stage area: 

Uniform Building Code, .1967 Edition, . _Vo.lume 1, Chap
ter 7, S.ection· 708. Every room containing a boiler 
or a central heating plant shall be separated from 
the .rest of the building by not less than a one hour 
fire resistive occupancy separation, as defined in 
Chapter 5, _with all openings protected as set forth 
in Table No. 33..;B. . 

OccU:pancy ·class B-1· - .Boiler and Furnace Room 

One hour · rated with se-lf-closing d.evi,ees on all 
openings. 
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It is the recomµ1endation of tlus ·Bureau that the old fur
nace which is to be replaced also be relocated- and installed in 
accordance with. acceptable standards and codes. 

3. Open flame gas space heater in back stage area is not 
permitted. under Occupancy Class B-1. It is recom
mended that this unit be removed. - The immediate area 
around this: unit is: being used for sawing, painting, 
and prop building. This in itself would be reason 
enough for the .removal of this unit. 

4. It has also been brought to my attention that folding 
chairs ·have been added to accommodate the patrons. · 
In an emergency situation these chairs could be over
turned and would be a hazard to pers.ons evacuating 
the building. It is therefore recommended that the 
use of these chairs be dis.continued. 

If this office can be of 'further assistance in the advisory 
capacity, please contact us at FU 3..:.3311, _ext. 695. 

C), . 
J( r. _J ~ 
R. c. s. Millar, • Fire Marshal 
Fire ·Preventiori Bureau 
Tacoma Fire Department 

JEB/jo 

cc: Tacoma Little Theater 
Building Department 

Yours 

• E.. t~, Inspector 
Pr.event'ion Bureau 

Tacoma Fire Department 


