


A CORN DANCER
of the Rio Grande Pueblo Indians

&g-Corn, the staff of life of the Pueblo Indians (see
&\ Basket Dancer of this series) originated in Cen-
tral America. Spreading northward, it established
4wo types of culture. In the Southeast, East and

: Midwest, Indians pounded it in mortars, making
goarse meal. Southwest Indians ground it into

» fine flour on flat slab metates. Mixed with water
and smeared on hot rock plates it becomes piki,
the ancient paper-thin bread. Since the Spaniards,
;these Indians also bake rounded loaves in adobe
beehive ovens, These Indians have depended on
corn for so many centuries that it is customary
Q 0 store a two years’ supply against a possible
ear of famine. It is only natural that a plant so

closely associated with life itself should take on a
sacred, mystic value. Each phase of germination,

g %growth and harvest is attended with ceremony.
This picture shows a Corn Dancer in one of the
colorful ceremonials, her headdress symbolic of
cloud forms which bring the vital rain, Corn is

honored as a gift from the gods, a personality.
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