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The Recall Committee is ""'organizing! We are attempting_ to- build· 
broad community participation in order to make the recall succes
f':11, 

11
1.fJe, ,dp t1eed your.._ inv.oJ.vement :in this eff:ort • 

.. r ( , ,-__ _,-.. I I r · 
The "powe rs that be" in City Hall . are going to use eve~y delaying 
tactic ava.:i,.laple to them., We must . .for!ll an ong,oi~g force to : con
tinue the impetus· aow· in this community for .a successful recall • 

.J f • 

r r .t: ~ · ., 1 .: t 
WE . N ED ··wHAT,EVER FE?OURCES YOU HAVE--y·qur t;i.me' your energy' 
ideas, yquJ? h.e'lp, ; and contributions. ,. . 

~ j 

,.J 

Thank you! 

Jack Warnick and James Billingsley 
C.o-c.hairmen 

1'1. 'fCWil.l you' i-wrk in tne RecaJ.l ' Office? 
j • :_, ;_., I 

2. Will you carry petitions? 

3. 
-· j . ~. ,., r· ' nr ~; 

_yvil) yo~ ,Jpin a team. to · go door to , ) 
door to ,gatn,er p'i"gna,.tu-res on a .P~tition?r.' 

( ,,, :.J - ... ~ .. J .. - • .. 

4. Will you help on a telephone commit tee? 
".J ·. ' r 

J 

5. Will you send US·> a list of people you -
know who md.ght. help? I . 

r 

6. Will you ha~e . ~ coffee hour to .expl~iD , 
the recall? ~, .) ... ~ ~-

7. Wil~ you ,speak for Jthe recall in any club 
or -org~nization to which you belong? 

) .,1. , .... .,.. 

8. Do ·you, know of any 'drganization wh i ch 
will. ·invite a .:member · of the Rec all 
Speakers' Bureau? 

9. Will you help fund? 
I'T ... , ' -

•• PLEASE RETURN THE ABOVE PORTION IN THE EN--~LOSED ENVELOPE •• 

NAME: PHONE: ----------------------- --------
ADDRESS: ZIP: --------------------- ---------

J 



A recall is the guaranteed right o.i the American people to dismiss 
their public servants when these publi~ servants cease to be satis
factory to them. It is a ~etho~ ~ith t~e ·view toward keeping pub
lic officials continuously responsible to their constituents. This 
is a prim~ example of the uniquely American philosophy holds that 
a repres~ntative of the people is a servant not a -fflaster. The elect
ed official holds· office dependent upon responsible behav~or. When 
these off.ic-;i.p;ls mfsbehave while holding an off ice of public_ trust 
by committing acts of malfeasance, misfeasance, or by violating their 
oaths of office, then the people not o.nly have. the right but the ob-
ligatlon rt:6 remove · them. . <J - ' - • J • • i 

. . . ( ... .., . 1 ~ t .- ~ j - ... ... ,.. . J ,, 

. ' ... i . • . I - ,.. - • I , • 

The recall does not put a weapon in the hands of disgruntled voters 
with which to overawe members of th~ city council_ and keep j:hem fr,om 
fearless · p'erfdrm_ance . of t 'heir duties '. ·1 _A.t least twenty-:-five percent ; 
a sigr'l'ifi'cant :.~ mimber 1• of' vdf ~r·s ' { nearly 12, 0010 'in 'Tacoma) ' must s~gn· .. 
the re~all p~titions. " Sp~~ial interests, with ~11 t~eir money and 
influence would find it diff~cult, if not i~po~s~ble to sec~re _the 
coop~~ation of on~-fourth ' of tH@ · voters -in thi~ •procedure. : ' A re~ r 
call movement must truly have democrat±c grass'root·s' commi tm'ent · 
throughout the community even before the issue is formally brought 
before the people at the' ballot box. 

- ,-

Many people have asked the committee "whe__n ·can · I h:ave the · petitiions.?." 
We are enclosing this schedule of events pertaining to the recall 
to answer this question. , _, ;: 

Ja.nuary 30, 197.0 · - Attorneys Ron Thompson and Brad (.'.;ierke , 
filed with Mrs. Melton (Cj.ty_ Clerk} a p·e·t~tion asking 'h1er ·to P.+e
pare a Qsil lot title_ so that' · pe·ti.t'io'ns ·could be pr1nted. · Mrs .. Mel ton 
refused to do this. 

• ,~---,,,.. t•~ • t:r ~l 

- February 11,-·"""1970 - The attorneys obtained a writ of mandamus 
to compel Mrs. Melton to comply with th~ wishes of · the· people. 
Judge Cochran issued an order commanding ~rs. Melton to -pr~parer the 
synopsi·s ·or show t:auS'e on February 24 why she has refused to do so. 

February 24, 1970 - This hearing was held in Judge William 
Brown's court. i:,_ ' 

March 6, 1970 - Judge -Brown• s ruling--The three cha.rges pre~ 
sented to the City Clerk were ru.led valid . r .easons for ;the ,Recall 
to move forward. Mrs. Melton was directed by the Court to comply 
with the procedures contained in the ;G,eneral Election laws of the 
State of Washington, and prepare the synopsis so ·±hat petitions 
can be printed. · ,• 

,1 • 1 -. u •i 
WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENT FOR PUBLIC MEETING! 



Office 
3635 No. ~ashington 
Sh. 2-2244 

6 Office 
604 IL. 64th 
GR 5-5280 

The Pierce County Superior ...:ourt and the Lashington State Supreme 

f tl ci·tizens' petition to r ecall Becky B~1field 
Gourt hv e upheld t he right o 1e 
FreJ ,Jean, George Cvit anich , John O'Leary, and Tony Zat.Kovich. he now need 

th t · ht A- ccordi·ng· to s tat e l aw ther e can be no professiona l to exercise a rig • 

11 · It rnust be solely volunteer community help hired i n any r eca campaign . 

effort, 
At this time we would very r;1 tich appreciate a respons e from you. vie 

well r ealize the varying l ev els of commi trnent on each person's part, and ·so 

sort of word from ;§COU will s·ave all unnecessary phone calls and mail• 

,.,. .. ,J , ,J y , •ll r:d:he r not hear from us again - or would you rather r emain on our 

mail; 1_,f.{ 1 ist ':' · And would you - and this is most difficult of all to r equest 

l.li ~F1e d ;i.yn - p l C>:i.r-;0 co11tribute now wliatever amount you f ee l you are able to 
I 

commit at ·this time. \iie are faced with printing costs and some office supplies 

i mmediat e l y . t 1.00 will mail 30 l etters or 10 petitions - i 5d. OO would pu-z in 

a phone line to our offices . Of course our thanKs are yours if you havca 

alreatly sent donations - they are noted i n our t rea s urer's accou11t but . 

indi vidual thank yon J e t t ers were ruled out due to buci6•e t and volu11teer help 

cons i d.era ti ons . 

Several people have expresseJ. r e luctance because of being insufficientl,v 
informed about the meaning of a recall, ana because t11ey have questions 
regarding the need for a recall. The following ar e some quotes from peC1ple 
who are more sure of their reasons (not necessarily accurat e) for teing in 
favor of this action now. 

11 If we don't do something about the future of this ci t:r righ t now we' J_: 
have no future. lr1 e 're headed towar J. being· Seattle's bacKyard again. i 
don't think the citizens of Tacoma realize what a rough game they 're i n . 
rrhey think it will a ll g·o away in time and tha t warct systems, an..i safety 
commiss ioners , and political machines really can 't happen . I think t hey 
can and will if we don't stop it now. 11 

11 I can't sit in my living room and complain without at least 'tryin6 ' to 
take some action to cure the complaint. 11 

11 he frankly can 't afford to stay in bus iness in Tacoma much longer . 
\, i th the shut Jown of building programs apparent by Council decisions no w, 
plus t he lack of any new proj ects frm the city, our outlook i s bleak. 
I'll work for a chance to ge t some new building and traJe opportunities 
in this city. 11 

"I believe in the recall as a demomra tic process as much as I believe in 
elect ed r epresentation as a democratic process. T want the majority to 
have the right to place the person i n office an~ I want the majority to 
have the r ight to r emove a person from offfceJ' 



11 Taco."a 1..:a,1 eas i l y l ose it s i::; .... ent i t y, .. e ' . e got ten e:, a ct l y 01, e n ev,, i nd.u s try 
e1.1p l oyL1g O'll er 40 peop l e i n to w.1.·1 i :c .1. t he pas t 3 year o ~ I f I _ want eu to n,o v e 
to a suburb I' d i. ,ove t h er e. I f t hat' B wt.1.at we 're t,oir:.t· to be to f. eattle 
t h en I'll [;et out o f t h i s t ow.1 ana l ea1,e it t o t ile ' buJ.u.J system ' pol itic i an::; 
to s cav eni..,e: 11 

" I t h i n ... t L-::s e pas t 5 1.101, t h s ha,, e been f ri6!1t eil i n1:, . ;~nJ. it' r::, on l y t he 
be[, i ni. i ng; . 3 of t hese councilmen s till have 3~ year s ~o ser ve ".111~ t he _ other 
2 l1av e a year a1 .1. 1.1 a hal f l eft t o pass out fav or i::, t o f rienu.s . Gn i nb· tl1e 
,,or s t r a t e,:... cable ·rv co1i,pai1y t ne franc11 i s e , .hir i n6 un a·vov1ell opponent of 
t he pre:::, en t f orni of 6 eyernment to be it E- aw,1i,1i s tra ti 11e heau , Je l ayi 11c; a 
rno""e l c ity prog r am .,,,ort11 i,ii lliom, of J.ollar ..; to t he city anu. t he wor .. i ng 
rneu , ho l J. i ug u p t h e r ebuilJ. i r.£, of ..tOwnto ,1n , . hol u. ii1t, up a wOrhabl e probr a1i1 
for t 11e c ity , ·not bal anc i n~ trie but.Lg-e t y et, net:otia ting ci.irectly 111 i th t he 
unions •. i\, i ,l,, a h i {_,her i11Cr ea;;e i11 sa l a r ,t t o se l e c teu. :....epartr,1en t s , ancL 

, 6 C, t . 
adci i ng a n et, t a.;.: 0,1 ev ~r yone 1.1.as a ll happcneJ. i ,1 t 1:.e pa.s t 5 r,1on t hs. I i s 
enout.;11 t o ;s care anyone lriDO car eL about t r~0ir t o1 .• 1. I u.oi'1 ' t :;;de any ,nore 
, -- --~ -·- -

1 n ci. ru-:i1·rno11,r now t han t .iier e ,,as 2 .tea.r s a<~o - UJl.J. 1 ca.1.1 1 t t h i n •• of one 
th

h 1t . f. he 1n<>.j o:d t.y 01· t he co1wcil ha:::. u.O.1..1.O to br i 1.1.w pea.c.:e t o our t o ~,n . • " 

'.' I t .i:l i n •. t hey ' r e avtini; out sL .. e of t.1'18 l at--, i u u,a •• i n~ J c ci s ions i n coi;li,ii tt ee 
l.i.s teau. of t he couu..: il al,:; a i1;b oL , , b.f au&Uldf',t., ac..u,1in i ~.t rati ve cmties of t he 
::..epartmen t :.:. a;1d rnanae,;er, by li ;s t e11 i nt, to an c:.1,_;::,po int .::J. - not .s l e et ed - co11J1,ii ttee 
i .. aKe pro po ::, a l s f or chan£ i nD t.he f or m of b Oilcr.r.uilE!nt , by a cou.i1cilr11a n appea linc::, 
fo r f llilds for h i s e:-:penses , by s us pendi n : t t1e rul e'-' an u. u,a.1. i :ag J.eCi k:- ions nev er .• . 0 

cons i aer eu. by t he council a:.:. a whole , anu by .. iv i u ,- orefer ent i a l trea t 1::cn t t f . 0 0 • 0 r1 01.c1.s appeari n[;; before t hem . I t rii .ri •. t iiey ' r0 not a ·c ting i n t .t.e bee t 
i n t cre&t s of t n e c ity ' as a ,.lw l e '. " 

" Our conGer n i i:; t liat year s more of t li e ir r u l e 1. ill wore f irml y pola riz e our 
c i ty• I J.o no t s e a any ac:tio11 on t heir part t llat sl.1.0 11.:.:. any a11Jeliorati on of 
fee lint:,s • The i r co:.-is t ant iw.r ane;ue of t ue mi nority co1,JJJJW1 i t y , t he bu.s i n0s s 
?,Oi,n,nmi t y , an..1. pr i va t e or6an i zations out s i c.. e of t heir juri .s.1.i c ti o11 may 
ractionaliz e t he c ity beyond repair. " 

' ' I tll i rn. t1Le ir ac ti.ous a r e on l y i nuica t il.- e of i,ors e t h i i1g s ' to corne . 11 

" I' \,e been bac1~ .· a s t. b 0lieve rne , t h i nt,; s can £, e t horse. I f t her e ' s ans 
'. ;ay t o s t op ,,hat• ~. 11appen i ni; i n ·racorna you' d bett er ~o it rit.,·n t nm,." 

'I'.he.se r e1,!a.r,.s a r e , a b s t a t eJ. , per s oHal op i n ion::, . The .,ecall Gommi t tee 
u.oeB r ea liz e t he Ur{; en t neeu fo r r espons i bl e l eadershi p in our city. ; e fee l 
t l_ie :::; lowJ.oi;u of buildi 116· a11~ p l anni ng pro6rains, t he near shut ,Lo i-m of t he 
a i rport, t he f irillf;' of 50 e;i t y er11p loy-ee~, ( w.riile creatin6 ne~: pos itions not 
yet fi ll e-..1. anu r a i s i n5 :.,al a ri es ), t he l ac,._ of any nei, proc, r aJJJ or s er vi ce f or 
tt1e ci tiz0L1 :c; , anJ. i rt1 p0Li nt:i nett t a.;,:8s tlo e:::; i nu.c eu. 1.,arra.n t action riow a1u i1ot 
hope l ater . 

-------------------------

_.,pr il ~,t h an•.1. ';lt ll ( . e u.ne :;, :....a.y ai1u. fimr sJay) a. t J : 00 PL i n ro orn 6 a t 

",,c.In t y r e Lal l on t he UP:.. cal!.pu ::, a t 1 St .n a11::. Lai.r ence - t rJ~ r e iiill be 

a br i e f i nb, 11,eet ii1L> fo r a l l peopl e 1"l10 a r e i n t er es t e-.;. i n carry i n(:;, pe ti

tions • . 

- ( s .: c ·,Jc? gc 3 ) 

P:. 'r I I'IOJ: : ILL B.'. a J;.., I L-sBL, ... '. i. 'I' .i301'1. Of.} I \.,.:. ~ . '1111c co1flmi tt ee t.ill be f,lau. to 

i,:ail or i.le liv er upon r eques t. 



~v - LO \ , ca i.1 cl, 111i 110ri t y of ci tiz etu:, r e ca ll official::, elect eel by t he if1ajori t y ? 

They can.wt. ,.ia jori t y ri iu L t \ ot e for r ecall. 

C,, · hen clo \·;e " ot e ou t t,e r acall? 

,. - · .hea 25~ of t he l a ~, t e l ection " ot en , ::, i &n petition;.:, to be t a council 
r.ieiuber 0 11 t he ballot for r e ca ll • 

.;..oh .. ;.J.L S canu.i ..... a t e s . ill be rm:it1 i 11 t11 .., r e ca ll 1;; l ectio11? 

, one . You \, ill \ ot e y , ;_ or , 10 f or t .i ,.,, recall of 0c1.cn cow1cil 1,1er;1ber t h1::: 
peop l e bave .uctition ,~u. to :)ut 0::1 tHe ballot . 

You will ;:10t v ot e for Calh~i 1.1at 2s . 'l'he ,.1a jori t J of tl10 re1,1ai n in.s council 
!il E:i>J b c~ r , : f' i_ 11 ·t he vacanci e b bJ a ppoin t u1crn t unt il t n\3 ~~ eueral e l ection • 

.. hy ilou' t we 6 h c t Lese nev.,- 1.10,i,ber L More of a ct1arlC <':. in off ice? 

3 of t h e c oun cil r.1 e ,i1ber £. up for r e call ila \, t. been L 1 offii.:e 2 _ yrs or more . 

hat will it co s t t i.1e peop l e for a ca,,1pa.i t'.)1 to r ecall t lrnse peopl e ? 

hat e -.... e r amoui1t of money i s J onat ed by ci tizem, 1 voltmt eer c011 tribution::, . 

Cn ,ihat uat e ~,ill t he r e ca ll e l ec tion ba nelt.i.? 

l , - •· i t h i n 55 cio.J ::, aft e r a s uffici e,1t ,1w,1 be r of petitions have b e en s ubmit teu. 
to t he .;it,/ .., l er., . Tliere i s no u:fuau.line for collectiug e i bna.tures. 

l,, . o ,,e La·. e to s i 6n a ll 5 petitioni::. f or t lwse up for r ecall? 

,. Lo. You tHay s i bn o:., l y t l10 ,.;e you fe1::;l sr10uL.1. b8 recalled . 

i,,e 1¥abla to be sueJ. for s i gn i ni t 11e&e peti tio,,s ? 

You ,:;an.;ot be s ueJ. f or ex ercL.,., i nb· J OUr cons ti tutli!onal ribh t. 

,o you v,ant to r e1;,a. i n Oll t he ... a ili,10 lL,t? 

.. ay ;1c, u ;;:,e your na1ae f or a,1 ea o.orv:,1,i ent a.ct.? 

ill you rua.._e a contributiou at t l;.ir:, tii. ,::.; ? 

.l ~1.1 _ ....... ------------------------------

.t:i. _ _, J.l ~ ;.' ~ _______________________________ ..;;I.J;;,;' 1~·}:...··-----

P.D:.L ---------------------------

P UBL IC NIEErING * Apr il · l 4 , Tuosd8y, 8 : p . m. 
1 s t Fl oor, Co - City Bl d[s ., P r ::: s i cling Jud P-; c s Ch amb ers 



THE RECALL COMMITTEE 

3635 North Washington 
Tacoma, Washington 

April 24, 1970 

Dear Friend: 

Our recall effort is now entering a crucial period. To date, the task 
of getting petitions into the community has been a priority interest, 
and our efforts have resulted in distributing nearly 2,000 petitions to 
400 carriers. These do us little good, however, if they remain on 
somebody's office desk or kitchen table. 

We've reached the point where most of those who are going to volunteer 
to sign have done so. If we are to acquire the remaining signatures 
it will have to be because of your belief in the necessity of the recall 
effort. Unless you do this, it is unlikely that sufficient signatures 
will be obtained. 

To date, we have fought off two court challenges, a threatened libel 
suit, and increasingly violent comment by the members of the Cvitanieh 
block of the council. Winning these battles is for naught though if 
the war is lost. The war is getting the signatures. 

The Recall Committee has set May 14th as the target date for acquiring 
the necessary signatures, and anticipates holding a mass collection 
meeting that day to collect the petitions that are out. That means 
two weeks to collect the balance of the signatures needed. 

I 

The outcome is really and finally in your hands. ~nless you doorbell 
the precincts ~ get the names, and have them ready by May 14th, our 
success is doubtful ••.•••. We're counting on you! 

IF YOU SUCCEED - TACOMA MOVES FORWARD! 

P.S. 

Dr. James Billingsley 

Jack Warnick, Co-Chairmen 

I I If our telephoners have been unable to contact you for your count. 
would you please call the office and leave a message? 


