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very April, -
_ Tacoma’s literary
Bl arts community comes -

- tolife inaflourish of poetry,

often in celebration of April
Poetry.Month. It's no coincidence

Richardson named new

Tacoma poet laureate

g BY CHRISTINA BUTCHER
ceremony, h

“The (selection) panel w mpressed with Kelhes poetry work
both writt nd performxng, and hervivid storytelling style,” said
..Naomi Strom-Avila, the cultural arts specialist for the City of Tacoma.
“The panel appreciated Kellie’s deep roots in Tacoma and hew. she
 intends to engage audiences through multi-generationally focused
workshops and projects.”
During her two-year tenure, Richardson plans to6 host workshops, organize

public poetry readings and participate in the Tacoma Arts Month in October.

One of her goals is to “ensure that residents see themselves reflected in our arts
ommunity,” she explained. “l want to help hold spaces that provoke authentic
iscourse and meaningful exchanges, particularly among groups with differing,
nd even opposing, perspectives ... I believe art is impactful when you take risks

and dare to share a bit of your soul with virtual strangers.

Tacoma's current poet laureate, Cathy Nguyen, will host the “Pass the Torch”
vent and ofﬁCIally welcome in Richardsonas Tacoma's 2017-2019 Poet Laureate.
: : ee to the public. Therell be light
pportunltles for communlty members to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.>>>




