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That our present federal immigration 
laws permit an influx of immigrant3 
of such quality arid in such quantity as 
imminently to endanger the very f oun
dations of our national life and A mer
ican institutions has recently been so 
impressed upon the Tacoma Rotary 
Club that it feels justified in asking 
each club and the National Convention 
to join in a petition to Congiess urging 
the immediate further restriction of 
immigration to our shores. 

The following paper, here condensed, 
played an important part in crystaliz
ing this opinion into the conviction ex
pressed in the appended resolution. 

Have this paper read at your next 
meeting. It bears a message. It will 
force thoughtful men to needed action. 
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IMMIGRATION--PROMISE OR MENACE? 
This study of our immigration pro,blem 

presents very briefly the history df im
migration and of restrictive immigration 
legislation , discloses the composition and 
present condition of the immigrant 
stream, and the effect of oi;i.r immigra
tion policy on our national life. Some 
solut ions of the problem are suggested. 

The year 1882 stands out as a prom
inent landmark iri the study of immi
gration. Up to · this tim e the stream of 
immigrants harl steadily increased until 
in this year it reached 790,000, a figure 
which was not again r eached until 1903 . 
This year marks also the beginning of 
federal immigration legislation, and ef
fords a definite line of demarcation be
tween the so-called Old Immigration and 
the New Immigration. 

Of the Old Immigration from 1819 to 
1882, 95% came from Germany, the Brit
ish Isles, anrl the Scandinavian countries 
and could be at least partially assimi
lated . This percentage had dwindled to 
19 in 1907, when the total influ)>: had 
r eached 1,285,000. Of this 1,285,000 67 % 
were from Italy. Russia and Austria
Hungar y alone, and Southern anrl South
east ern Europe added enough to bring 
the figure to 81 % . 

The Commissioner General of Immigra
tion has predi cted that left unchecked 



immigration would never again fall be
low the million mark. Economic laws 
operating at the close of t he European 
war and the opening of the Panama 
Canal will turn toward our shores aclili, 
tional millions from Southern Europe 
who so differ from us physically, men
tally and so,cially as to be totally un 
assirnilable. 

The history of legislation governing 
immigration may be summed up in a 
few words. The act of August 3 1882. 
imposed a head tax, excluded all foreigr; 
convicts. and provided that the persons 
exclud ed should be returned at the ex
pense of th e ship owner. Sinc8l this 
l;i;w there have been passed various other 
laws which regul ate tbe mode of entry. 
prohibit contract labor, limit the means 
used by the transportation companies in 
inducing ali ens to migrate, provirle for 
better conditions in the steerage, increase 
the head tax to four dollars, impose 
num erous puni shm ents for the violation 
of these laws, and systemize the general 
routine in the business of regulating 
immigration. Besides. there have been 
furth er restrictions until at present the 
law so r eads that the following per 
sons may be excluded from th is coun
try by the immigration authori t ies; all 
Chinese. convicts , pauper s. persons liable 
to become public charges, persons suffer-

ing from a loathsom e or contageous 
disease, polygamists, epileptics, persons 
who have been insane within five years 
previous, persons ·who have had two or 
more attacks of insanity · at any time 
pr~viously, professional beggars, anar
chists, prostitutes or· wom en for t he pur
pose of prostitution, imbeciles, fee ble, 
minded per sons, persons affl.icte tl witb 
tuberculosis. persons -having a mental 
or physical deficiency which may affect 
their ability to earn a living, per ~ns who 
ndmit having committed a crim e involv
ing moral turpitude. persons who ar e 
supported by or r eceive in full or in 
part the proceeds of prostitution and 
ehildren under the age of sixtee~ not . 
accompanied by at least one parent. 

But these ar e absolutely all t he aliens 
that can be kept out of the country uncler 
t he present la,vs . Anyone 'Whom tbc 
authorities can not clearly prove belongs 
to one of these classes is arlmitted. Still 
we hea r people saying that we o-et only 
t he best from Europe-only th; pure~t 
stock. These people are all examined 
thoroughly before they leave their home 
country. yet in 1910 tbere wer e 33,606 
sent back fro m our ports of entry . Of 
th ese ther e were 1077 idiots, 3254 with 
loathsome diseases, 15,605 liable to be
come public charges. Think of it, 33,606 
sent back for causes tbat we have men-



t ionerl- and that after an ex amination 
had been made abroad and all t he worst 
ones r efused transportation. If our immi
gr ants ar e ''select ed '' woeful indeed must 
be the stock from which they ar e 
selected. 

'rhe causes of immigr ation ar e many 
and varied but they all hinge on under
lying principles-dissatisfaction wit h one's 
lot at home and hope of improvement in 
the new country. This discontent arises 
naturally, throu gh r eligious per secution, 
compulsory military ser vice, and the 
chances of improving one 's lot in the 
new country, OJ'.' from artificial causes. 
These latter causes, which form a very 
large p ercentage of the whole, ar e tased 
on a misconseption of conditions in 
Am erica. 

The transportation companies, through 
their agents anrl r eturning immigrants, 
paint in much too bright colors the glor
ies of life in America . They t ell the poor 
European peasants of the wonderful free
dom found in no other place on earth. 
Immigrants have a ctually landed on 
Ellis Island believing that gold could 
be picked up on the streets. Reasons 
for this are obvious. Th e steamship 
companies r eceive $75,000,000 p er year 
from th e immigrants-in fares to America. 
They have divined the countries between 
th emselves, each one taking a certain 

portion and ther e is no competition. By 
means of the most pernicious methods 
th ey have filled the p eople with discon
t ent. They cr eat e t he determination to 
migrate. True, ther e is a law against 
this but it is easily avoided. Certain it 
it that a gr eat per centage of immigrants 
come t o our shor es who would never 
have started had they known the true 
conditions her e in America. When it is 
r ealized that the railroads and st eam
ship companies make millions from this 
stream from southern Europe, it is seen 
how rlifficult it is to get a r eal curtail
ment of immigration. They will not 
allow W ashington t o kill t he goose which 
lays the golden egg. 

Stat stics, sho-wing the condition and 
charict eristics of th e arriving immigr ants, 
are anything but en couraging. In the 
first place the deception practised by the 
transportation companies in order to 
get th e alien into this country, does not 
incr ease, in the mind of the alien , r espect 
for our laws. Further if these people 
had any moral standard, when they left 
home their experiences in the steerage 
have shaken it t o the foundation . The 
whole voyage, to say the least , is not 
conducive to a good start in the pro
cess of making citizens. By th e time 
they have passe rl Ellis Island, a large 
percentage have been disillusionized and 



are already sorry that they made the 
attempt. It is true that the immigrants 
themselves are not to blame for this , 
but neither is . he United States govern
m en t. W e have the la ,vs to stop this 
proselyting, but it is impossible t o en
force them. rrhese poor people have 
been deceived . A great many ar e in 
heavy debt, havi~g had to n:10rtgage 
property for t heir transportat10n. ~f 
they ever had any sense of shame then· 
experience ilestroys it. 'l'h ey are hom e
sick, bitter and discouraged. What can 
11·e expect ? 

The social and economic condit ion of 
this immigrant str eam as it leave~ J!]llis 
I sland to sear ch for work forbodes httle 
good to America. As t hey come through 
the gates to our country . men of every 
nation color and condition , we must 
k,,ok u'pon them as future Am erican citi, 
zens if we are to welcom e them. Our 
problem is assimilation- a remoliling ~nto 
our ways of living, our power s of thmk
ina our ideas of government and good 

"'' citizenship , o,ur iileals for home. for coun-
try, and for onr civilization . 

First we noti ce that 857, of these 
people ~r e mature men an~ women whose 
habits of life can not easily be changed. 
True they are at th e most productive 
age. hnt t

0

l1ey can not he easily influenced . 

:::iecond, we notice that 73 % of the New 
Immigration are males who have left their 
fam ilies at hom e. so that t hey get no hom e 
life her e. Says Prof. J enks of Cornell, 
a member of t he form er U. S. Immigra
tion Commission, "they com e with the 
intention of enduring the hardsh ips of 
toil for a season and then r eturning to 
Europe fo r th eir permanent place of 
a bode. It seems of all the immigrants 
corning to this country, a bout one-third 
l'Cturn to Europe, and it seems reason
atly clear t hat approximately two-thirds· 
of t hose who r eturn to Europe remain 
tb er e. Thi s migratory tenrlency of t he 
Ne w Immigration has a most important 
ir:fluen ce on t he difficulty of assimilation 
of the immigrants of th e great body of 
American citizens." 

Third. the professed occupa tion of the 
people is as follows: professional, .3% , 
skill ed laborer s 9o/r, farmers .9 % . ser
vants, common labor ers . and farm labor
er s 68 % . no occupation including women 
and children 21 %. Of the English imrni
gTants 30% are skilleil, of the Scotch 
38 %; while of the Roumani ans 2o/,, and 
of t he Ruthenians 1.8% only are skilled 
in any way whatsoever. This means we 
have to provide work for abou t 3000 
more absolutely unskilled labor ers every 
working day of the year-3000 a day. 
This in itself is a herculanean task. 



Fourth, th e illiteracy of the Old Immi
gration averages 2.5%, of the Jew 44%. 

Fifth, the average amount of money 
per capita in the possession of each im
migrant entering during 1910 was $15.83, 
throwing these aliens within a fow days 
upon their o,vn earnin gs. Th e hardships 
these poor people undergo are pathetic 
in th e extreme. 

In order to be able to show the effects 
of immigration on this country, something 
must be known about th e conditions of 
the immigrants after t hey have become 
established here. 

Th e old immigration was toward the 
farms. In this manner vast territor ies 
were opened to cultivation. but no~v the 
n ew immigrants are turning to the most 
congest ed districts and are almost wholly 
engaged in some lirie of industrial labor, 
89% of the immigrants now go to the 
North Atlantic and North Central states. 
'l'h e r esult is a congestion 0£ the worst 
kind. The immigrants wishing to b'" 
with people of their own race, form colon
ies, thus almost completely isolating them
selves from any Americanizing influences. 

The home li fe of these people, the gr eat 
number 0£ whom are males, is not con
ducive to the making of Americans. 
They form the great per centage of the 
tenement districts of our citi es. rrhere 
are over 2,000,000 of these unrnarriecl 
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men in this country. Can any one ask 
what t his leads to 1 The slum with all 
its evils is the home of the foreign born. 

The wage of these unfortunates is be
low the cost of bare existence if there 
is a family. If the wage is not kei,t 
down by the American manufacturer. 
it is lowered by the mme enlightenerl -Jf' 
the immigrants themselves. Men wlw 
have been here long enough to know the 
language take advantage of the ignor
ance of their fellows in every conceivable 
way. This is callecl the padrone system. 
The newly arrived immigrant turns to 
a man from his own country for assist
ance. rrhis is given and in r eturn the 
padrone takes every advantage of his 
ignorant brother. Extortion is common, 
and is stopped only when the immi grant 
has become familiar with our customs, 
when he tno becomes a parl.rone. Peon
age is practiced to a large extent . Be
cause the immigrant is afraid of the 
American bank, he gives his earnings to 
some fri end, grocer or saloon man to 
keep. In this way a great system of 
pseudo banks has grown up, and need
less to say the immigrant has lost heavily 
by trusting hi s friends. His illiteracy 
and inability to speak English make him 
an easy prey to every swindler. 

In every way then is th e immigrant 
snrronndecl by unwholesome conditions 
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which tend to keep him from being mold
ed into an American citizen. Ther e is 
no family life, no privacy, · rmd. we must 
admit, little help given by the average 
American citizen . 

In trying to show th e effect of the 
new immigration on this country, it must 
be remembered t hat it has been going 
on only a fe,v years and consequently 
some of the effects can not be proven by 
statistics. AU. that can be shown is a 
tendency in certain directions. 

Th e first anil greatest effect has been 
the lowering of the standard of living 
and a consequent racial displacement as 
a result of this low standard of l:l'ving. 
In other words it is doubtful whether or 
not the 29 million immigrants we have 
admitted have really increaseil our popu
lation at all. 

Because of their ignorance and willing
n ess to work for a small wage, the immi
grant keeps the wages of the native 
American at a very low figure. In colon
ial times when land was plentiful, the 
immigrant was welcom ed because he 
tilled the soil and did not affect wages. 
Ui1rler these conditions the native Ameri
cans in cr eased at a very high rate. The 
population was almost wholly native. 
They were one people with a vast ex
panse of virgin soil to, be developed. 
Th ese are ideal conditions for a rapid 
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· increase of the native population. Be
tween 1790 and 1830 the population in
cr eased from 4,000,000 to 13,000,000, or 
227 % in 40 years. At this rate of in
crease. the population of th e U. S. in 
1900 would have been over 100,000,000. 
Instead it was 76,000,0Q0 including 19.-
000,000 immigrants. This shows that the 
native birth rate has fallen off r apiilly. 
It is impoTtant to note that this decr ease 
i:-: noticeable about 1830 at jnst the time 
the effects of immigration wer e first felt. 
,Vith t he increase of immigration , the 
native birth rate has decr eased until at 
present in New England it is not even 
maintaining itself. Wherever the immi
gran ts congregated, there the decrease in 
the native birth rate has been most pro
nounced. 

In th e nativ e American community. 
where the people desire to. live_ as well 
as their neighbors and to educate their 
ehildren. the native with his high stanrl
ard of living finds it impossible to mai11-
tain this standard and raise his children 
as he wishes if he has thrust into his 
midst people whose standards ar e far 
below his own and who instearl of 
considering children as an adcl erl expense 
look upon them as a means of livelihood 
because they put them at wo,rk as soon 
as possible. Th e native. with his high 
standard of living, finds it impossible 
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to maintain this standard and raise his 
chilrlren as he wishes. H e must either 
lower his · standard and keep the same 
sized family, or k eep his standard and 
limit his family. Th e average American 
clings very t enaciously to his standard 
of living and the result is he limits his 
family. Instead of th e immigrants forc
ing the native laborers into better places, 
th ey force them to limit the family. so 
that th e few born may have the better 
places. Competition with the foreigners 
compels young men to wait longer before 
marriage anrl th e birth rate is cut in this 
way also. 

As lon g as this country had a frootier , 
men forced out by foreign competition 
could push forward and bring land under 
cultivation, in this way maintaining their 
standards of living. But the frontier 
has gone. The ratio of man to land has 
decr easerl from 20,9 Sq. Mi. per man to 
.3 Sq. Mi. in J 910. There is little land 
nmv to be opened. "rhe r esult is that the 
American laborer is forced into direct 
competition with the cheap immigrant 
labor, and his standard of living lowered . 

Ther e are f ew American laborer s now. 
In som e parts of th e country the native 
population is not even maintaining it
self. Not only this, but many p eople of 
r eal value to, us are leaving. For ex
ample. from 1900 to 1910- 175,781 Ameri-
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cans emigrated to Canada. W e shoulrl 
keep these people, but competition with 
foreign labor is · driving them out. Says 
Prof. I-L P. Fairchild, of Yale Univer sity. 
:md an authority on immigration, ' ' the 
standard of living is the index of the 
comfort and true prosperity of a na tion. 
A high standard is a priceless h eritage 
and should be maintained at all cost. '!'h e 
United States has always prided her self 
on the high standard of living of th e com
mon people. Immigration can have only 
one out-come-th e depression of the wage 
scale of the American ,vorkman. If 
immigration has not absolutely lower ed 
the wages and th e standard of living 
of the American workmen, it certainly 
has kept them from rising to th e level 
th ey otherwise would have r eached. '' 
Authorities agree that immigration checks 
the native birth rate anrl t ends to lower 
the standard of living of Am erican work 
men. 

On the other hand , the incr ease of 
American born foreigners is very r apid. 
The fecundity of the immigrant wornt'n 
is very much greater than that of Ameri. 
can women. The only addition to om· 
native stock is by birth, while the foreign 
element is increaserl by over a million a 
year in addition to a birth r ate nearly 
twice as great as our own. Today in 
our cities of over five hundred thousand · 
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we have 33.6 % of the entire population 
foreign born. Add to this, the difference 
in the birth-rate, and the outlook for 
native stock is none too pleasing. 

In the matter of crime, it is difficult to 
say just what the effect has been. 'l'he 
immigrants commit crime more often 
because of their ignorance of our laws. 
While it can not be sairl that the for
eigners increase crime beyond the per
cent of their population, yet th ey have 
changed the c1rnract er of crim e in this 
country, increasing crimes against 
chastity, and crimes of p er sonal 
violence. These are especially nQtice
able in the activities of the Black Hand 
and the White Slave traffic. The activi
ties of the Black Hand are well known as 
it is an organization, if such it may be 
called, of foreigners alone. Th e White 
Slave traffic is a business p eculiar to the 
foreign element. Nearly all th e persons 
deriving money from this source ar e for
eigners. They work successfully because 
of the ignorance of the foreign girls. In 
this way prostitution and other forms 
of vi ce have greatly increased. " But," 
say som e, '' this may be true of the immi
grants themselves but how about the 
chilil.ren f They are brought up in Ameri
ca and become Americanized.'' If this 
were true , there would be no immigration 
problem. But it is not. 
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'!'here is a marked tendency for the 
children of immigrants to,ward delin
quency. Immigration r eports show that 
th e ratio of juvenile clelinquency between 
the children of the native whites and t he 
foreigners is out of al l proportion .. 

Professor Fairchild stat es that t ins ten
dency toward lawlessness among. th~ s~c
ond gen eration of immigrants _is m ~hs
putable. and is one of tl~e mo_st d1sturhrn§!: 
elements in the whole s1tuat10n. 

Pauperism and insanity a~'e sources of 
further trouble. Investigat10n t ends to 
show in many cities over on e-half th e 
paupers •wer e foreign born. 

As r egards insanity, we find about Ith~ 
same aver age or even worse. _In ~ e,~ 
Yo;rk state the foreign element furmsh es 
three-fourths of all the inmates of the 
insane asylums ancl it costs $8,000,000 per 
year to care for them, making $20,000.-
000 for New York state annua!ly t o c~re 
for its insan e foreigners ancl its foreign 
born paupers. 

In politics and in organizations of_ many 
kinds , we find th e immigrant causmg _us 
trouble. Take 'l'ammany Hall, for m
st an ce, an organization ·which could never 
have existed had it not been for the ponr. 
ignorant foreigner. Tammany Hall f~r 
20 y ears survived exposure, beca~1se it 
always had a fr esh supply of foreigners 
t c ·work with. 
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Other organizations such as the I. W . 
W. and the Red Socialists are composed 
of the foreign element. Such parties of 
malcontents create unrest, depress busi
ness, and clo not add materially to the 
sum total of human happiness. ' ' 'rhe plain 
truth is,'' says Prof. Ross, of the Univer
sity of Wisconsin , and one of our authoir
ities on immigration, '' that rarely does 
any new immigrant bring in his intel
lectual baggage anything of value.'' 

There is one more point. These immi
grants from southern Europe are a float
ing population, most of them males, with 
no thought of America or of trying to 
become Americanized. They save ,V-hat 
money they can and invest it in America? 
Indeed no. They send it back to the 
old country where it means more. In 
1907 $275,000.000 were sent back in this 
way. Four hundred dollars actual cash 
goes out for every able bodierl laborer 
that enters. Count Wichenbury, an Aus
trian authority, says, " Italy, which was 
on, the brink of economic ruin 20 years 
ago, is today, because of its emigration 
to the United States, financially so strong 
that she is able to carry on a long and 
costly war without the slightest convul
sion.'' What country supplies the 
money? 

Many other things might be mentioned 
concerning the effects of immigration 
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but time forbids. It is sufficient that we 
realize th e volume to be over 1,000,000 
yearly. That the racial characteristics 
of these people makes them unfit for 
citizenship, and until we change the nat
ure of the American himself there is 
little chance of Americanizing the immi
grant; that the effects of immigration 
ar e : lowering of wages, displacement o,f 
native stock by decr easing the birth 
rate, lowering the standard of living, in
crease in th e worst kiml of crim e, tht~ 
incr ease of insanity and pauperism, the 
existence of such organizations ·as the I. 
W. '\V. and Reil Socialists, the exporta
tion of millions of gold, corruption in 
politics, and unrest among the laborers , 
foreigners as well as natives. '' Some
thing must be done and done imm edi
ately," says Prof. Ross. , " If immigra
tion ceased today, the burden from past 
n eglect and exploitation woulrl go on 
for years. Thoughtful p eople whose 
work takes them into the slime at the 
bottom of our foreignized cities and in
dustrial centers find that rleterioration 
is actually upon us.'' 

W e cannot allow this to continue. We 
dare r emain indifferent no longer . It is 
high time for the American voter to in
tnest himself in this question, and then 
do something. We will have to admit 
that we Americans are to blame for 
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many of the conditions surrou1;1rling ~he 
immigrant. W e do no,t associat~ w~th 
them; we do not try to ~:\.mer1camze 
th em. However, that does not alter con
ditions one ·whit. You can not change 
the American's unwillingness to asso
ciat e with the Italians any more than 
you can remodel the Italian into an 
American citizen in a year or two. If 
immigration continues as it has, there 
ar e only two possibilities: first, the de
velopment of a new race in America, a 
race neither American, nor Italian , nor 
Russian-but a composite race; or, sec
ond the growth of separate racial groups 
within this country, and this means ab-
solutely no assimilation. • 

Do we want either of these "? Our 
country has more laborers than it needs; 
·we have agitation and unrest everywher e. 
Are ,ve going to try some new remedy 
on this disease, or are we going to its 
source ancl r estrict immigration 1 
·. Several methods h ave been suggested 

to restrict immigration, the best of which 
are as follows: First, the exclusion of 
those unable to r ead and write. This 
measure has three times passed both 
houses of Congress and been vetoed by 
the President . Second, the exclusion of 
unskilled laborers unaccompanierl by 
wives or families. This would do away 
with th e floating population and airl in 

assimilation . Third, increase in the head 
tax. Canada l1as done this in the case 
of the Chinese. It now amounts to $500 
and is very effective. Fourth, the ma
terial increase in the amount of money 
requirerl to be in possession of the immi
grant at the port of entry. Fifth, the 
limitation of the number of each race 
arriving each year to a certain percent
age of the average of that race arriving 
during a given period of years. 

It is this last method that the Tacoma 
Rotary Club favors. It will cu t down 
the immigration from Southern Europe 
and is absolutely fair to every nation. 
Our Japanese and Chinese restriction 
acts would then be unnecessary. In 
spite of all that has been published, the 
discussions, the dickerings in Congress; 
in spite of all the evils of unrestricterl 
immigration, no efficient lwws have been 
passed. Yet authorities are agreed that 
immigration should be restricted. 'rhree 
Con gresses have passed laws, but the 
great masses of the people have been in
different . In vetoing the last immigra
t ion bill Presirlent Wilson said : "If the 
people of this country have made up their 
minds to limit the number of immigrants 
by arbitrary tests and so change the 
policy of all generations of Amer ica that 
have gone before them, it is their right 
to do so; bnt I do not believe they 
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have. I respectfully submit that no one 
can quote their mandate to that effect." 

Rotary can give this mandate. 
W e of Tacoma believe that no organiza

tion is better adapt ed to take this matter' 
up and see it through. Rotary is a vital. 
livin~ force in every community. It is 
exertmg a powerft\l influence in each of 
the hundred and forty-seven cities where 
clubs exist. Let the different clubs dis-

. cuss this question and at the interna-
1.ional convention in San Francisco, let 
us get together, decide on th e one re
striction we want and t hen Do Some
thing. This is not a political subject any 
more than is the management of our city 
parks. Religion noes not enter into it. 
It is a burning national question which 
1:nust b~ answered. It affects the very 
foundat10ns upon which our country 
rests today. If the 20,000 members of 
Rotary get together and put their shoul
ders to the wheel we can accomplish any
thing. Every member of Rotary is a 
power in his community. We have ac
co1nplished wonders in our several cities 
but the time has now come when we must 
do greater things. · W e have the oppor
tunity ·to serve not only our city, not 
only our state, but the whole country, 
and in the end it will be better for all 
humanity. The 'facoma Club unanimous
ly votes to take 'this step and we be-

lieve that the Rotary spirit is capable 
of putting· an immigration restriction 
law upon the statute books. Are we 
willing to make the effort ? Are we as 
citizens willing to give time ann thought 
to one of the most vital questions before 
the American people today 1 Are we will
ing to forget ourselves and do something 
which will make our country a better 
and cleaner place in which to live? In 
these days of strife, is the protection of 
the Stars and Stripes ··worth it 1 Rotary 
answers aye. 

The following resolution was unani
mously adopted by the ROTARY CLUB 
OF TACOMA: 

WHEREAS, It is our firm conviction that the 
immigrants we are now receiving so far exceed 
our powers of assimilation that they are men
acing the very foundations upon which our 
American institutions r est; and 

WHEREAS, Unprejudiced authorities who 
have given this subject the most exhaustive 
s tudy agree that immigration should be further 
restricted immediately ; and 

WHEREAS, The European war and the open
ing of the Panama Canal mean more immi
grants than we ha.ve ever before received; and 

WHEREAS, The indifference of the voters 
alone will make possible the continuation of 
this deplorable state of affairs; the ref9re jJ_e it 

RESOLVED, By the Rotary Club of Tacoma : 
FIRST, That this Club demands, in tlie best · 

interests of our fore ign born population as well 
as our native element, the immediate restric
tion of fo reign immigration to this country, 
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and a more rigid selection of t hose who would 
become immigrants. • 

SECOND, That we as a club, and individ
ually, will use a ll means within our power to 
place t he real facts of the immigration probl em 
before the voters in Tacoma and the n eighbor
ing communities. 

THIRD, That t he Tacoma Rotary Club take 
up this question with every Ro tar y Club in the 
United States, asking each member of these 
clubs to info rm himself on thi s subj ect so tha t 
the International Conven tion in San Francisco 
may tak e some decided stand, and by agitation 
th roughout the who le country make it impera
tive that our government place an immigra tion 
restriction law upon the statute books. 

FOURTH, That a memorial be sent to the 
next Congres sby each Rotary Clu b asking for 
the immediate passa ge of legis lation that• will 
at once further restrict the immigrat ion to 
t his coun t r y. 

FIFTH, That this Club urges t he restriction 
of immigrat ion by fixing th e numb er of immi
grants to be accepted ,rom each of the foreign 
nations in accordance with a fixed per cen tage 
of the number of immigran ts from any one 
nation who were admitted to citizenship in 
the United States within the past twenty-five 
years. 

W. CARR MORROW , Chairman . 
R. M. SHAFFER. 
GEO. W. BALL. 
A. J. RITCHIE. 
J. B. KAIStt:R. 
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