
COUNCIL CIWIlER, 7135 P. H. 

Monday, March 28, 1955. 

Council met in regular session. Present 9; Battin, Bratrud, Goering, 
!fooker, lIUJ!liston, Jensen, Perdue, Stojack, Tollefson. Absent o. 

It vas moved by Dr. Battin, seconded by Mr. Bratrud,. that the minutes of 
tne previous meeting, copies of which had been mailed by the Clerk to each Councilman, 
t)C approved and the reading thereof be disperuled with. }lotion carried on roll call: 
:.~:es 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

~ l~ l an:NICA TluXS t 

Paul F. Salatino, demanding a hearing before the City Council on the de
~ial of his application for taxicab license, which he has been advised by letter signed 
:,,'" Frank II. Backstrom, City Manager, dated I·larch 14, 1955, copy of which is attached, 
::2.5 been denied. Hr. Backstrom reported that he has been ·informed that Hr. Salatino 
to-day paid the license fee for his taxicab, which vas the basis for recommending tha t 
:he license be denied. However he has not paid the license fee for the taxicab stand, 
and Hr. Backstrom suggested that the communication be laid OVer for one week. In accord
ance with this suggestion Council laid the matter over for one week to April 4th,l955. 

illiSOLU TIONS • 

;{esolution No. 14215. LID 5243, 

By HUMISTON. 
Stating intention of Council to order installation of a cast iron water 

~ain in South 9th Street from Mason Avenue to Verde Street; creating LID 5243 and 
fixing April 19, 1955 as the date for hearing. It vas moved by Mr. Bratrud, second
ed by Hr. Perdue to suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The reso
lution vas then adopted without having been read in full • 

.\c\opted on roll call March 28, 1955. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

Initial Resolution No. 14216- LID 5244. 

By IIUMISm~: 

St*ting intention of Council to order installation of cast iron vater 
r:ain in Lexington Street from North 49th Street to North 51& t Street; and in North 

• '-' I, 9th and North 51st Street frail Frace Avenue to Lexington Street; creating LID 5244 
~ a"ld fixing April 19, 1955 as the date for hearing. It was moved by Col. Hooker, sec

onded by Mr. Jensen to suspend rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The reso
l~tion was then adopted without having been read in full. 

Adopted on roll call March 28, 1955. 
A,Yes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

Initial Resolution No. 14217. LID 52~. 

By HUMISTON: 
Stating intention of~uncil to order installation of cast iron water 

main in State Street from South 15th Street to South 19th Street and in South 18th 
street from State Street to Sprague Street; creating LID 5245 and fixing April 19th, 
1955 as the date for hearing. It was moved by Mr. Jensen, seconded by Col. Hooker to 
suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on.voice vote. The resolution was then adopted 
''Ii tbout having been read in full. . 

1""',_'----_-'" "., 

-~ ., 



.\·topted on roll call March 28, 1955. 
\'·CS 9; Nays 0; Absent o • 

. ," solution No. 14218. ' 

; ',. GOElUlG: 
Approving rscommendatior~ of the Director of Public Works and Board of Con-

:.r~cts and Awards and awarding contr.act for widening and paving or South 38th Street 
'r"OM South G Street to A Street, constituting Work Urder No. 6059, to Woodworth & 
CII • Inc • .on its low bid of $39,715.ti7 • 

. ' ; 'J ted. on roll call March 28, 1955. 
,. "\,.'5 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

,'~olution No. 14219. 

. ,~.' IlUHIS roN I 
Authorizing and diBecting' the City Hanager in behalf of the general City -I-'-~1 

\'crnment, to execute and deliver an agreemnt vi th the Director of Public Utili ties, 
" '; i.'ling for the settlement of all obligations in favor of the Department of Public 
: :lities, Light Division, incurred by them in making changes of facilities on East 

.. ::1 street over the Port Industrial Waterway, by reason of the construction of the 
, ,it" t Industrial Waterway Bridge, for the sum of $9°1000, said BUll to be payable as 
. llows: $18,000 beginning with the year 1956, and ~18,OOO annually thereafter up to 
::: i including the year 1960. It was moved by Dr. Humiston to suspend lhlle 9, second-

, :JY Hr. Perdue and carried unanimously on voice vote. The resolution was then adopted 
',:' ... :-.out having been read in full • 

... '.' 'O)tcd on roll call March 28, 1955 • 

.'.':·~5 9; Nays O;.Absent o. 

,I'solution No. 14220. 

: .... ~)r;pJ)UE r 
- Authorizing a private sale of all right, title and interest of· the City of 
~~co~ acquired by local improvement district and condemnation assessments and pro
lC'C "lings for foreclosure to Preston B. Berto and Imogene A. Berto, for $10.00 cover
; ~1.'. Lots 1, 2, 3 and 8~ Block 8, Frace'l First ,Addi tiOD (located at southeast corner 
,r south 8th and ltildred Streets). It ¥as moved by Mr. Jensen, seconded by Hr. Perdue 
l () suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. ille re8olution vas then 
:: lOp led without having been read in full • 

. '\ lopted on roll call March 28, 1955. 
,\::(>5 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

>solution No. 14221. 

,'\' HATTINr 
-~ Authorizing and diFecting execution and delivery of'a.conditioD41 sale 
._. Intract for sale of Lots 11 to 16, Block 5, White and Ouimette's Additioft to Harold 
" i cl\ and Dagmar Wick and Arne Reyier and Edna Reyier for $1700.00 (located at south 
,','s t corner of East I Street and East 58th Street) • 

.. :onted on roll call March 28, 1955 • 

. ', ':cs 9; Nays 0; Absent o • 

. : "solution No. 14222 

j ~:; lULLEFSON I 



'-
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S*tting forth and adopting the 1955 Street Program of the Department of Public 
:,orks as outlined herein, which program consis ts Qf two parts as follows f (1) a street 
"~intenance program VOViding for the distribution and, use of .street maintenance funds, 
'.nd (2) a permanent street improvement program setting forth new policies far the per
~.anent improvement of City Streets. It vas moved by Dr. Battin, Jleconded by Dr. 
;:umiston to suspend Kule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. It vas moved by 
Jr. Humiston to amend Resolution No. 14222 by adding thereto on page 2 after the con
cluding paragraph, the follori.ilg: "C. 'lbat approximately $90,000.00 is contained in 
~he 1955 Budget for City participation in L. I. D. Improvements, and that the City's 
" articipation proyided for in the preceding paragraphs A and B above set forth will be 
~iMited for the year 1955 to the said budgeted sum of approximately $90,000.00 plus any 
~~ iii tional sums that may hereafter be made available for said purpose." Hotion seconded 

-, Col. Hooker, and carried on roll call: Ayes 9; Nays 0.; Absent 0. lhe resolution as 
.' :-~ended vas then adopted vi thout having been read in full • 

.. :opted on roll call March 28, 1955 • 

.', -:e5 9; Nays 0; Absent 0. 

Ci ty llanager Backstrom reported that there are tvo additional resolutions, 
:',·,t listed on the Agenda, which it is desired'that the Council adopt at ton.:i.ght's meet-

It was moved by Dr. Humiston, seconded by Dr. Battin to suspend Rule 7, rel
;-'. tive to filing of new matter for Council's consideration, in order to adopt Resolu-
: ions Nos. 14223 and 14224. J-iotipn carried on roll call: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent 0. 

,~e50lutio~ No. 14223. 

;~y BATTIN: 
k Authorizing Director of Finance to purchase for his Department furniture and 

:;0.uipment listed herein; and fixing the cost of said equipment to be not to exceed 
,,1250.00, same to be paid frOll Cumulative Reserve Fund, Capita1' Outlay. 

Adopted on roll call March 28, 1955. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o • 

. {esolution No. 14224. 

By HOOKER. . ,. . 
. Authorizing the City Manager to make, I execu t. and deliver an agre,llent vi th' 

~corge ~dsen, doing bua;ness aa,George Madsen Co., terminating that certain contract, 
for channelization conatructiotl at 66th Street and 74th Street on South Tac<Da Way, 
being known as Improvement No. 4545, providing for pa~Dt to said contractor of sum 
of $2953.85, and conveying and releasing to City certain described material for the 
job loca tiona • 

Adopted on roll call )larch 28, 1955. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

FIRST READOO OF ORDINANCES: 
,~ Ordinanoe No. 15299- FAr first reading- See page 13. omitted here by mistake. 
;rdin~nce No. 15300. 

Authorizing the CityAtto~ney of the City of Tacoma to acquire by purchase 
a portion of property located at the northwest carner of C Street and Wakefield Drive 
in the City of Tacoma, setting forth the terms and,conditions of the Warranty Deed by 
~lhich the said property ia to be acquired and the access to tbe adjacent property of 
the grantors to be controlled; and appropriating $8,000 from the Cumulative Reserve 
':und, Streets and Bridges, to pay the cost thereof; and repealing Ordinance No. 
15125. Read by title and placed in order of final reading. 



; rdinance No. 15301. 

Amending Ordinance No. 14793 entitledJ "An ordinance to regulat the location 
:';,(1 use of buildings and the use of land within the CitY' of Taco_; to:u.imit the height 

: buildings; to prescribe building areas and lines, and the s.ize or yards and other. 
";Icn spaces and for these purposes to divide the City into dfstt"icts, etc.- (ZOHDC 
UJ(l)INANCE) (C-2- Commercial Dis trict- Lots 19 to 24 inc: Block Z105, Oakland Addi-
~; I)n, locat*d at the se corner of Center and Madison Streets). Bead by title and 
laced in order of final reading. 

:' i inance No. 15302. 

Authorizing and directing the City Attorney Qf the City of Tacoma to pur
,.se certain pr.operty for the protection of the litter supply of the City of Tacoma 

: : the Green River liatershed. Read by. ti t1e and placed in order of final reading. 

:' 'inance No. 15303. 

Amending Section 1 of Ordinance No. 15244, entitled: "An ordinance author· ':~= the proper officers of the City of Tacoma to enter into a Supplement to the 
,.se between the City of Tacoma and Bessie McRae, and setting out the terms and pro

. : ~. ions thernof." Read by title and placed in order. of final reading. 

· 1. ~ llEADI~ OF ORDINA.'lCES: 
- :- : inance to. 15285. 

Authorizing the proper officers of the City of Tacoma to enter into a lease 
· '. : l:een the City of Tacoma and Frederic P. Dravis, doing business as the Dravis in-
· < :;eering & Maciine Works; and setting out the terms and prov.isions .thereof.. Read 
· ,'" ti tle. It vas moved by Dr. Ilwldston, seconded by lir. Bratrud to suspend Rule 9, 
;'.:'! carried unanimously on voice vote. lhe ordinance vas then passed wi thout being 
~-'-'ad' in ful1 •. 

. ,' 11 caUl Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

,-,r !inance No. 15286. LID 2206. 
JI, 

Approving and confirming &ssessment and assessment roll for co~t ~f improve-
:'.'- ~;t in LID 2206. Read by title. It vas moved by Col. Hooker, seconded by Dr. Battin 
~'J suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. !he ordinance vas then passed 
',; i thout having. been read in full • . 
. ~rll1 calli Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

· r !inance No. 15287. L. I. D. 2185. 

Approving and confirming assessment and 888essment roll for coat of iq)rOle-
· ,.;- t in LID 2185. Read by title. It vas moved by Dr. Humiston, seconded by Col. 1/, .. ~ 
, (,()];er to suspend Rule 9 and carried un,ani.moU8l~ on voice vote. The ordinance vas then 
· ;~~;sed without haying been read in full. . 

",,11 call: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

~. 1inance No. 15288. L. I. D. 2197. 

Approving and'confirming assessment and assessment roll for cost of improve
(. n t in LID 2197. Read by title. I t vas moved. by Col. Hooker, seconded by Dr. Battin 

t () suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The ordinance was then passed 
,: i thout having been read in full. . 

· 1111 callI "yes 9; NaysO; Absent O. 



~4tI IAkR ~ Lj 1S55 
: i.nance No. 15289. L. I. D. 2199. 

Approving and confirming assessment and assessmnt roll far cost of the 
')rovement in LID 2199. Read by title.It was moved by Col. Hooker, seconded by 

'". Battin to suspend 1W.1e 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The ordinance vas 
'::1 passed vi thout having been read in full. 

:'1 call: Ayes 9; Nays Or Absent o. 

::~ance ~o. 15290. L. I. D. 4546. 

Approving and confirming the assessment and assessment roll for the cost 
~ '~~ iJr.provement in LID 4546. Read by title. It vas moved by Col. Hooker, secon1ed 
. ': yo. Humis ton to suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The ordinance 

; ~hen passed without having been read in fUll. 

~'. ~a11: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

':~ance No. 15291. L. I. D. 2201. 

Approving and confirming the assessment and assesslEnt roll Cor the cost 
::'1e improvement in L. I. D. 2201. Read by title. It vas moved by Col. Hooler, seconde 
Jr. Humiston to suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The ordinance 

".') then passed without having been read in full. 

,L 1 calla Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

,. : 1 nance No. 15292. L. I. D. 2215. 

Approving and confirming the assessment and assess_nt roll for the cos t 
the improvement aL. I. D. 2215. Read by title. It was moved by Col. Jlooker, second-
11,\" Dr. Humiston to suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The ordinance 

. ~s then passed vi thout having been read in full. 

'L 1. call' .Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

l' Linance No. 15293. L. I. D. 4536. 

Approving and confirming the assessmant and 38sess_nt roll for the cost . , 
t:,e improvement in L. I. D. 4536. Read by title. It vas moved by Col. Hooker, seconded 

.. ~:r. Perdue to suspend Rule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. lbe ordinance vas 

.;~;'1 passed without having been read in full. 

,'I ~.l call: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

l'dina~e No. 15294. L. I. D. 5238. 

Approving and confirming the assess_nt and assessment roll for the cost 
t:1C improvement in LID 5238. Read by title.. It was moved by Col. Hooker, seconded 

" Jr. Battin. to suspend Rule 9 and carried Unanimously on voice vote. The crdinance va • 
. '..::1 ~assed without having been read in full. 

11 call: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 
rlinance No. 15295. 

. Amending Ordinance No. 14793, enti tled: ~An ordinance to regula .. the 
Luca tion and use of buildings and the usp of land vi. thin the City of XacOlla; to lim! t 
._. lI': height of buildings; to prescribe building areas and lines t and the aize of yards 

:11 other open apaces and for theae purposes to divide the City into districtsl etc." 
,~uNDG ORDINANCE· by adding thereto a nev section to be known aa Section 9 E. (C-2-



cosumercial Qistrict at S. E. corner of' South 84th and C Streets). Bead in full and 
,as~ed~ 

':011 calli Ayes 9; NaysO; Absent o. 

I !rdinance No. 15296. LID 1941. 
,/' 

Providing for the construction of severs on Alaska Street fron South 72nd 41',;,1' 
):reet north for approximately 900 feet; creating LID 1941. Read by title. It 
·;.·~:5 Cloved by Col. Hooker, seconded by }1r. Perdue to suspend Rule 9 and carried unan-~r 
; :",:ous1y on voice vote. The ordinaa: e was then passed without having been read in full • 

.. (111 call: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

:-linance Xo. 1529'7. LID 5217. 

Providing for the construction of a 6-inch cast iron water main in Mason ¥ ~ 
.. ':C!"lue from South 12th Street to South 19th Street and in Verde Street froe South"'1 ' 
~~ tIl Street to the South line of Pentecost and Lawler Addition; an 8-inch cast iron -J".r 
" .~~ tr!r main in Stevens Street from South 12th Street to South 19th Street; and a 12-inch 
. ~st iron water main in South 19th Street from Mason Avenue to Stevens Street; creat-. 
; n'.' LID 5217. Read by title. It vas moved by Dr. lIumiston, seconded by Mr. Perdue 
to suspend iule 9 and carried unanimously on voice vote. The ordinance vas then passed 
lii thout having been read in full • 

. {o1l call: Aye' 9; ,Nays OJ Absent (). 

Vrlinance No. 15298 LID 5228. 

PrO)riding for ~he construction of a 6-inch cast iron vater main ip Nor~h ,,," 
, L'1 Street from Hullen Street to Stevens Street; creating LID 5228. Read by t1 tle! 
~t was moved by Dr. fbmiston, seconded by }~. Perdue to suspend Rule 9 and carried 
·.:~;animously OD voice.vote. The ordinance was then passed without·having been read 
:r: full • 

. :011 callI Ayes 9; JIays OJ Absent O • 

.......... : Ordinance No. 15299. (Omitted by mistake under first reading of Ordinances on page 

AmendingSectioD 3 of Ordinance No. 14411 entitledJ "An ordinance provid
.. -: for the improvement of Pacific Avenue from South 17th Street south to South 26th 
) treat; South 24th Street . from South C Street to A Street; Puyallup Avenue Erom A Street 
~." llay street; South 25th Street from Pacific AVeaue to A Street and that portion 
. Last 25th Street between A Street and the west approa~h to the bridge between 

... Street and East B Street, by the installation of ornamental street lamps on stand
~~rls; creating Local Improvement District No. 5743, etc." appropl'iating the sum of 
.: 15,507 .67, or 80 much thereof as _y be necessary, from the City Street Fund to pay 
::.at .portion of the cost of the improvement authorized in said ordinance originally 
::rected therein to be paid from the General Fund; and declaring an emergency mak-
: r,;~ nece8sary the passage of this ordinance and the appropria tioD herein contained. 
d:ad by title and p1aGed in order of final reading. 

I \/INISHED BUSINESS, 

The L •. I. D. Committee reports that hearing was held by the Committee on 'I/-p 
L 1 D 2190 on March 15, 1955 for grading and graveling of Columl·la Avenue from Port
land Avenue approximately 1000 feet east,. and at said meeting it was reported that a 
I"f~r.lOnstrance of 83% had been filed against the improvement. In view of this large 
!"t'!"onstrance, the & I D Commi tt8e sustained the remonstrance and ordered 



'-at tho district be abandoned and makes this recoJtlJlendation to the Council. Hoved by 
r. Stonack, seconded by Mr. Bratrud to concur in the recommendation of the L. I. D. 

, fl:7.'littee and carried on roll call: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

City l~ager Backstrom read in part £rom' an opinion from the City Attorney 
,.~; the liability of the City for defective watermain~ resulting in \tisease. This opin
j ron stated that without question the Ci ty would be liable for damages on account of a 
lisease contracted by reason of the contamination of the City's vater supply, however 
>~ising, provided that the City had notice, either actual or constructive, that its ' 

', .. , ter sys tem was in a condi ti on which might re':\Sonably be expected to result in the 
"'llution of the water supply, causing such damage. Mr. BackstroJ;l said that copies of 

'. ':i s opinion would be forwarded to each member of the Council. lbe majori ty of the 
-' '-~~cil expressed concern over the vatermain LIDs which have recently been voted down 
, :: >ropcrty owners. Mrs. Goering said she felt a serious study should be made of these 
. ',scs and a recommendation submitted to Council. It vas pointed out by the Manager that 
'~, ler the present State Law the City is bound by the 60% remons trances and does not have 
",0: right to override this. The ~Iayor requested the City Manager to cause a study to be 
:~le of the areas where water mains have been turned down by remonstrance of property 
;,11ers • 

• L t~ BUS !NESS, 
. Dr. Battin said he would like to publicly comend City Transit Bus Driver 

. .ric Proctor for careful driving. Today Mr. Proctor, driver of the bus on which he was 
;~ passenger, shoved an interest in safety beyond his actual responsibility by vigorous
~:: waving down a driver at North Tacoma Avenue near Stadium High School, thereby pre
':cnting an ac~ident which might have been fatal. It was .oved by llr. Battin, seconded 
, :: Hr. Jensen, that a letter of commendation be sent by the City Clerk to Mr. Proctor. 

While he had the floor, Dr. Battin said he would like to read a statement 
"'r the benefit of the Badio Friends of the "Committee of 100", as follows: "Under the 

'-,\:1ager-council f~ of government, the Council's only function is formulation of pol-
: c::.p

• The Council turns over the policy to, the manager and ; his staff', of experts to put, 
,~-:to actual operation. The CCIDIIlittee's confusion arises from.the assU{iption that the 

·uncil function is to manage, administer and direct the operations of the government. 
::' this vere actually the case then the present Council vould be under paid and would 
"'It be giving sufficient time to the City's business. Much of the thunder of:the "100" 
;"sts upon this failure to understand the function of the corporation form of business 
n~anization whereby the Board of Directors formulates policy and employs a manager and 

":pert staff to carry out the policies. the analogy between a corporation and the City 
. \':ernment is mos t apropos. The Citizens are the stockholders, the Council the Board 
,;' Directors, and the manager anel his staff are the -managers and staff as exist in a 
"lr:>oration. Thus ve get a business like operation of a $100,0,00,000 corporation," 

Mayor Tollefson read a letter from E. F. Eldridge, Director and Chief 
,n:~ineer of State Pollution Control Commission, acknowledging the adoption by the Coun
it of Resolution No. 142l3, as .the first step toward preparation of a comprehensive 

, , . we rage plan for the Ci t1 of Tacoma, and s ta ting they will be hapF'Y to votk ,.wi 1h the 
- ity's engineers in the preparation of a sewerage plan for Tacoma. Placed on file • 

• ~or Tollefson advised the Council that he had turned the request 'of the 
,;1chinist Non-Partisan Political Leagqe for a representative to appear at a public de-

, :~ te on' City issues in the Hay 10th election, over to the "Citizens' Charter Committee", 
, <; he thought they merely wanted someone to debate' t but that he has since heard the 
~'I:anization vas -insulted" when they learned he was not going to be the speaker. The 
.;~yor said he is willing to debate, providing the issues are made .c1aar,- but he wanted 
. '1e thinking of the City Council on the policy to be followed, as, there rill undoubted
, ,. he many similar roques ts in the near future" not only to him but to other members 



M:i3 2 0 ;955 
;' the Council as well. The matter was discussed and it vas the opinion of most of 
.'." members that it .vas not vi thin the province of the City Council to take sides on 

" issue or to endorse any person for freeholder, but that there vas no reason 
. ,. any Council member ·could not accept any invitation to speak on :the issue. Mrs • 

. :- ing, Dr _ Battin and Dr. Humis ton all said they vere willing to *alk before inter
; t'-,d groups. 

Upon motion, duly seconded and carried, ,Council then adjourned at 8:45 P. M. 

S%i;P~ 
President .orcn<FuDCii. 

".~t: ~7~·' ' if City Clerke, 




