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Au gu t 3, 1921 
CUPPING FJLE 

Hist Di.; 
Tacoma Public Li! 

Libr ry Development in acoma 

In the month of May , 1841, t wo vessels, und er the command of 

Captain Cha rles Wilkes , s ai led up Pu et Sound , a round Point Defi­

ance, through the Narrows, passed the bay where t he town of 

Steilacoom now is, and anchored off the mouth of se~ualitchew 

Creek, where t he Du Pont wh rf is loc ted . The sore lands in 

tha t i mmediate vic·nity were occu ied by the Hudson's By Co., 

and the r settlement was kn oM1 as "Fort· Nis u lly". 

Wilkes and his men ~e re in thee ploy of the Un ed t tes 

Government and h ad c ome here to survey the a t er s of Pu et Sound 

and explore the surrounding count ry. The a rty ·n s 11 boats, 

began their survey of the Sound wa t e rs n the bay roun wh ch 

the city of Tacoma is now loca ted, and b ee . use this w s the 

sta rt i n g point , t hey c lled it Commenc ement Ba y. In the ye r 1852, 

Nicholas Delin and his associa tes e r e cted a s w mill t th head of 

Commenc ement Bay, about where Puyal lu Avenue crosses the creek. 

In Au ust 1853, Th eodore W nt ron, in c q oe r i from Port 

Townsend to Nis u a lly , round ed Bro 's Po n an firs t beheld 

our mount n . t th,_ t t ime he encilled n i s book : " We h"ld 

rounded a point, an o ened P11y llun Bay , 

c ~lmness, when I wa s sud enly a r e of 

breRdth of sh e ltP-red 

rm t e sh ow ; n the 

wa t e r. ,,. t cloud, piled m' ssive on the horizon, c ulri c a s An 

image so sharp in outline, so full of vi g orous d etai l of surf ce? 

No cloud, but a clou j compeller. It wa s n g1 nt o ~ai n ome of 

snow, swelling and seeming to f i ll the a e r · a 1 s heres a s its image 

displaced the blue dee s of tr n .., uil wa ter •••• fount Ra inier 

Christians hRve d~bbed it in stupid nomenclatu r e •••• more 



melod iously the Siwa shes c a ll it Tacoma . " 

inthrop wa s p a s s i n through th s sect on ge t ng m teri 1 

f or book , hi ch ,a s af t e r wa rds publishe un er t e t j tl e of 

"The Ca noe and the Saddl e ". In t hi:i t book the n m "TACO II 

a pp e a red in rint the f i rst t i me . D?- c emb er 2 , 186 4 , J ob C rr 

lan c l., e nre ent came to Uonnnenc ement Bay an s e l e cted 

sit e of old T coma . 1n A r 1 1868, Ge n . M. McC Arv e r c me to 

~ommen c ement Bay look i n g f o r a t o n-s t e. He ur ch sed nortion 

of Job Carr 's cl im, to ok a home -s t e d n em loyed An t ony, on e 

of Job Ua rr•s sons to erect a l og c b n in t h e gulch here the 

sta d i um now is. nthony va rr owned a l a n cla im jo i n j n hi s f a ther ' s. 

cCa rver wa s busi ~y eng a g ed in ma n t h s for h is n e1• town which 

d id no t ye t exist nor had it been named, t hou h severa l name s ere 

under co nsidera t ion, a mon t hem bein Wa s n ton , P i e rce, Pu e t, 

Pa cif i c, Pu 1allup, Ra inie r, Vashon, D f ne e , C eb ulis, 

Commenc ement, etc •• 

On Fr d y , Sep temeer 11, 1868 , Philp R tz vis ted McCqrve r. 

He h El d r e c en tly r e d Win t r p ' s bo ok , "The CR oe t. e S d le", 

a nd su gg es t ed t he name "Ta coma 11
, f or the n e , town . Ant ony C rr 

owned a copy of 1' The Ca no e a nd th e Saddle 11
, w ch e lo ne to 

enere l cCa rve r to r e d. Tb.a t was the f ·rst book lone here 

t h a t I know cl>f. "Commenc ement City" seemed to gain f _ vor a s a 

name f or t he n ew town "hen it s h ould b e est~ lisbed . ene r ,, l 

cCarv e r had a map ma de w i ch b ore t h t t i_t l e . An thony C rr, 

fear i n g the n a me "Ta c oma " -wo 1 ld be lo st , h ired an enp- neer, -pl a tted 

four b l ocks of his l a nd and on Nov. 29 , 1869, fled this l a t, 

which he c a lled "Ta coma ", w1 th the Coun t y Audi t or t Steil coom. 

This s et t led the n ame . We h a v e a t the Mus eum t e ol McC qrver mp 

with thename Commenc ement City scr tched off , and e n me Tn coma 

rltten below. In 18 9 a saw-m 11 w s bu 1 n TA c o ,., , hich 
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wa s afterw rds known a s the "Old Tqcorn il l". in 1873, t e Northern 

Pa cif ·i c a i lroad Com any locn ted the ir t e r JT' nus on C mrnPnc e e nt Ba y 

and New Tacoma sprang i nto existence, and gre w 1 ·te r a idly . 

In 1881 the inhabi t nts of New Tacoma , feel i ng the need of 

b ooks f or the use of t he ublic , on the t h ird day of M y, draft 

and sign articles o f I corpora t on of "The Ne ~ T coma L brPry 

Associ tion, with a C l=ID t 1 stock of ,. 5,000 div ded in 1, 000 sha es 

a t '5 . 00 ea ch . 

These Incorpora tion a ers rere s ned n s worn to n May 3, 

1881 b efore Frank Cl rk, Not ry Public for Pierce County , by J. W. 

Sprague , ~ . F . Radeb ugh , . H. Fife , A.J. B ker, El oo ns, J.s. 

Howell and C.D.Young . These s even men had b ee n med rustees of 

·the As s ocia tion for the first ye r . Othe r n mes no ted n t;he 

Incorpor tion papers , vm ich were filed f or r e cord in the County 

uditor 's off i ce on Ny 1 ~, 1881 we r e T.C. rmstron , c.s.B rlo, 

C •• Cook, S .D. B3ker, I •• Howell, W.B. Blackwell , . J . Fife, J.H. Wilt, 

Charles Halstead , Jas. Junett, H.C.Bostw ck and H.C.Davis • 
• 

The By-la ws of t h is ASSOCIAT ON provided t hat to be an off cer 

of the Incorporation a person must be a s hPre-hold er nd a res ident 

of New Tacoma . Only a few books ere ccumul t for ublic use 

by th is org r n izat i on . 

~uoting from Hunt 's istory of coma, nWha t i s no the C rnegi e 

Li br ry b ega n <:. t A. sewi ng c r cle. Three •o en , of wb om 1one s Mrs. 

Gra ce R. oore wer e busy with t he i r n e edles one Af ternoon nd the r 

subject as t hey ta lked wq s books , w ich e r e ten sc P. rc e Ta coma . 

They di scussed plans for procuring more ~and fina lly conclu ed to 

form a c i rculating l l bra ry. On 1 y 5 , 1886, about eighte n omen 

met at the home of Mns. Fra nk Clark , in res onse t o the trio 's 

ca ll. 
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rs. oore wa s ma d e President: M s Untha nk, Vi ce-Pr esident: 

rs. E. 1. Hunt, Treasurer: Mrs. Ha dl ey , Secret ry. Among t ose who 

gave t he l ittle l i bra ry t hei r ac t ive su or t were rs. A. H •• Ra ynor, 

Mrs. Wm. Frazier, Mi ss Fannie Padd ock , s. John Hall, rs. Va n Ogle, 

rs. Richl:l rd Va etL, rs . Samuel W:l lkeso n, rs . Wm. 1 sne r an d 

~rs . Munson . 

The women ordered a e r bound volumes of sta nd Brd works, and 
..... 

bound them in heavy pa ste-bo rd it he ro h n s. The librAry 

wa s first in Mr s. Moore's home, them after ards n Mr . Moore 's law 

off ice; ·a charge of twenty-five cents was m de to borrowers nd 

fifth vents to b a chelors whom ght d e s re t o us e the Moore home a s 

a reading r o om. Spelling matches, play s, lectures , per flowe r 

festivals and v a r i ous othe r a cti vit i es ere stqged to en l r ge the 

revenues. In time the a ssoc ia tion obta ned 2, 000 volumes. These 

were turned over to "The Public L brary" , a cor or t on w i ch 'ls 

organized in J r 1lary 1889 . Tp:e Incor ora tj on pa ers ere f "led 

with the County Aud i tor on J a nuary fif teent h and with the Secretary 

of the Terr i tory of Washington on the sixteenth. Lif e memb e r shi p 

in this associat i on wo le be secu r e d on t he payment of $1 00 . Annual 

membership cost ~12, one d ollar ea ch f or every cu rrPnt month of the 

yea r. The rticles of Incorporq t on of t he PubL c Libr ry rovided 

thAt there should be seven trustees . The yo r o f th c ity should 

be one of the trustees and he sh uJd 

the City Council. 

n o nt two other members of 

The Mayor, Henry Drum, a nd t wo of the councilmm, J.H. Houghton , 

and H •• Lill i s became Trustees of the Lib r a ry Association . At the 

meeting of the ssocia t i on, he ld on the 2 tb of A r·1 1889 , th re 

wa s read in the minutes a lett er which had bem written to the 

council as follows-
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sh i n ton. 

De c em e r 1, 1389 

"To the Honorab l e r... yor an d City Counc i l of T coma . 

entlemen: 

There is a g r ea t ne ed of a Public Libr ry in T coma , ma inta ned 

by the c t y to insure permanency . 

In ddi t i on to the verba l agreement I h _ ve made n its beh lf 

I des i re to f urther encourqge you to g ive it pP,rmAnen t su n ort, by 

offering to contr i bute 2,000 volume s of ne ,, , ell 

lib~ary b ooks to the P,lblic Library of TacomA. if 

oun , st n ~d 

e city will by 

ordinance provide for the permanent su nor t of the L br ry n suit­

a ble rooms for liter a ry and read i ng purposes, and if in dd t . on 

to its maintenance you wil l appropri a t e no t less than $1,000 for 

purcha se~ of books, I wil l give an additiona l 1, 00 volumes . 

Re sp ec t fully yours, 

a lter J. Thoma s". 

The City -Counc i l did not comply with the request but d d pa ss 

a resolut i on ., ppropria t ng $75 per month for t he su nort oft e 

Library . t t hi s t i Ple the Ljbrqry a s occupying rooms in tbe Uhlman 

Bui l ding , on Rail-road Street between 9th and lltb·, ta ~onth rent 1 

of <!:· 45 _ The rooms were not ade ..... u a te to tbe needs of t e society 

and a committee w s i nstructed to look fo r or suit ble lac t·on . 

ta mee t i ng b eld on tb e 8th of .a y 1891, . r . Tbom s on , then 

president of t he s s ociat i on announce t ha t new ua rter s f or the 

Library and ead i ng ooms had b een s ecured i n the Ball Bu i l i ng on C 

Str eet at a renta l of $75 per month . ta meet ng of he L br~ry 

Trustees held on the 25th day of a rch 1892, i t wa s announced th t 

the city council had increased the monthly appropriation to ~250 , 

to t ake effect in Apr 1 next , and further that the c ty council had 

on the 19th d y of a rch l a st, pa ssed a r e ro lut ion , "That the space 
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u pon the fifth f loor of t he n e Ci ty H 11 , a sked for by the TGcoma 

Public Libra ry, the Tacoma useum and the Ac a demy of Science, b~ 

gran t ed them f or the ir use wi t h out cost." Th i s carried free j anitor 

s e rv i ce, free lig h t and free h ea t . Being thus encour ged he Lj brary 

Trustees e l e cted i lliam Cur tis Taylor , L br r i n , t the st pulAted 

s a l ary of 75 per month . The n e City H 11 , und er con t ruc t on t 

this t ime , wa s fina lly compl e ted and q ccep t ed on A ri l 26 , 1893 . 

The Librqry a t onc e moved j nto the fj_fth f loor, he r t e y f t r. ed 

up splend i d rooms wi th good light . 

The Ne w Tacoma Libr ry Association t h t h ~d been org - nized n 

1881 , The Women's Libr ry Soc iety , th• t had orga n i zed Rt Mr s . Cl rk's 

residence i n ay 1880 , a nd t he Publ i c Librar y wh ich h a d been lncor or­

a ted in J anua ry 1889 , we r e now a ll combined und er the City Hal l roof, 

and in J a nua ry 189 4 , the c ity rece ved the roper ty and c ontrol from 

the 1 b r a r y company and i t became 11 Th,Ci t y L brqr of Tacoma ", a nd 

e committ ee of three members of t he c ouncil wa s cha r ged with direct i on. 

From a r eport of Libr r ian Taylor, rend e r ed to the City Council 

in September 1894 , we lea rn tha t t h e ~ we re on t he elves t that 

d a t e 3 , 5 4 books , bound and unbound. Tha t the loans fo r the t e lve 

mon thsh d b een 27, 9 0 volumes. The chi l r en of he ci t y n tronized 

the Ll b r a ry in t h os e d a ys sis shown b y the r e ort th , 9 6 of 

the loans wer e juvenile . 

During the years t h a t the Li br r y h d been ssing throu hits 

f ormat iv e pe riod , the r e came to Tacoma , an educa t ed ma n of 1 ty , 

keen-sighted , shar p - witted , generous, 1 t h c i vic pride and love for 

fel low man. 

All en Chase a son was b orn at Polo, i n Og l e County , I llino i s, 

De c emb er 22 , 1855 , of a f amily which tra ces its ancestry to the May­

fl ower per -t od . He wa s an energ etic l ad. At the a g e of t hi rteen he 
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was the owner of a p oultry fa r m in his n a tive st~t e . By _ i ck ng 

berries a nd working a t o the r odd jobs he earned money enough to 

obt a i n a common school educ r t ion nd t o cont inue his tud es t the 

sta t e No r ma l School , and t h e Ill inoi s esleyan Un versi ty , where he 

wa s g r adu ted with B.S. degree n 1875 . 

From tutoring in h is college days to e Rrn his expenses, he ent 

on t o tea ching a fter g r adu a t i on. 

whil e he taught , h e studied la~ , 

In addi t jon t. o rit i n 

nd s · dmitted t o 

text-books 

e b His 

heal t h became i mpaired and he de t e r m ned to o Wes t. Anou t is 

t i me he saw an a rt i cle i n the Chicago Time s , pictur'ng t e op ortun­

i ties and a dvunta ges of Ta coma . Through corr e s ond enc e , he s a tisfied 

h i mself t ha t this wa s a g ood p lace to cast his lot. On the 26 th d y 

of May 1883 , llen C. Ma s on and his fam ily disembarked from the old 

si d e-wheeled steamer, D k ota , a t the Tacoma d ock . After e t tin g 

sett l ed in a rented h ouse , he had just w2 . 85 in h is p ocket . I n less 

than ten yea rs he wa s r ted a milliona ire . The h istory of the g rowth 

of Ta coma f or those ye rs is l arge ly re c it~l of the erson 1 

a chievements of Allen C. ason. He promote ~nd buil t street c a r 

l ines a nd r a i l-roads , established t er- works , gqs . nd e l ectr i c 

p l ant s, p l ~t t ed ad it ons t o the c ty , pub l ished ne s e r , bu lt 

a mans i on in the - N0 r th end f or a hoe , an ne r it P e r e cted ,he 

f irst Librar y B i l ding in Ta coma on lo t s 10- 13 , Block 3, W n r d ' s 

addi t i on. t t he contract pri c e of 10 , 0GO, He rbe rt Hunt ' s Hi story 

o Ta coma says tha t • a son gav e h s che ck f or the ent re cost of 

the l i b r a ry bui l din g before a s tick of t mb e r h d been l Ai d or a 

sh ovel of ea rth turned . He bought ab out six t h ousand books for 

the l i br a ry, e upped it rith c omfortable ch ~ i r s an nvi t e d the 

p eople of the city t o use it . 

In the Tacoma Led e r of J a n a ry 1, 1893 we red , "Allen C. 

Mason wi ll this morning thr o o en to tl~e ublic h is gift o t v e 

...., 
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citizens of Tacom , t he a son Free P blic Libr ry. The gift is one 

of the most munificent in the history of the Nor thwest . xxx It 

c onsists of a pjece of l and 1 32 x 1 0 feet in area u pon hi ch has 

been erected a hand so me s emi -coloni 1 structure, 70 x 1 20 f eet over 

all i n a r e , nd two stor i es high . The bui l d ng is rr ou n ed it 

a verand, and on either story qn t the ex o f he r oof s Bn ob­

servatory, a f f ord i ng excellent o ortuni ty o r.he vis i ,or for v e -

ing t he bea uties o f t he s c enery wh i ch forms B norama mes redo ly 

by the extent of t he h orizon. The lower story has been evoted ➔~ o a 

l e cture hall wh ich is a model of convenience. I t ha s corridor a t 

the d oor-way, into which the window of a t i c ke t off c e and a clo k 

room look, from it doors lead to wash-rooms nd so on, bi ch a r e to 

be used b y the pa trons of t he Libra ry. 

The Aud i torium is furnished with comfortable a sh chairs, a nd 

has a sea t ing capa city o f between 0 and 500 . xx x 

The Li brary proper occnpies the ent re second story, one end is 

r a led off fo r the L_brar i an •s desk ; ins de of i t the b ooks of 

especial v a lue a r e kept.x x x 

Outside t e r ai l is t he main rt of the libr ry . The sp c s 

well filled with 1 rge t a b l e s , on h i ch rem gqzine nd c opy of 

every paper published i n the St · te of sh ng t on . Aroun . t et. bles 

are cha i r s, the most comfor t a b le obta nable a t reason b le expen 1-

ture of money - a ll large s i zed rockers of Eastern ma es end of pa rlor 

styles. A speciality is made of st~te pa ers, representa t ve 

weeklies from al l the principal cities of t he Uni on, magazines and 

othe r pe r l odi cals in the English tongue .xx x The books of especial 

value wi l l be lo~n ed for us e in the building on · receipt of ritten 

promise t o return them befor e l e ving the bu 1 i ng . xx x r. Ma son 

said i n regard t o the loca t i on of the 1· br ry: "It has been very 
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generally criticized as bei ng too fr away fr om the bus i n e s center. 

In bringing it out h e re I h ·1 ve insured for it a ma r ne v i ew from 

every one of its wi nd ows. It is r oomy, a i ry , and t e ves from 

it a re so magnificent I t hin k t hat re d i n done t such surr oun ings 
.. 

must be of more va lue to one than if d one und e r the d spirit ng 

i n f luence of ,.. s t uffy, noisy, don t own s t reet ." 

About 500 erons a t t ended tbe dedic r tion of t he l 1 b r Ary, and 

a ll listened wi t h much inte rest t o th~ ,.. ddress given by Mr. MP.son . 

on the subject, "What const i tutes a good educ '1 tion". J.t ro uld p y ' 

ea ch · nd every one of you to read tha t address . It wa s or nted in 

f ull, J nua ry 2 , 1893, in the Tacomn D·ily Led g er . 

In clos i ng , r. Mason s a i d , "Without forma li ty , I hereby 

dedicate t h is build ing to the entertainment and .i nstruction of the 

public . The Libr ~ry room commands a view pf t h e gra nd est mountain 

and ma r i ne scenery on earth . It has bee n and is my hope , t h t t he 

e son Li br ry in t h e futu r e , be an inspira tion in this co unity 

to hi gher ' though t s and nobler de eds." 

On June 3 , 1893, The n son L~br ,.. ry wa s incorpora ted 1th a 

c apital stock of $25 , 000 . Allen c. M son, Libbie L. a son , and 

• E. L~wr e nce be i ng the incorporators • 

The r o oms we r e k e pt o e n a t • Mason's e x e nse or the benefit 

of the public, poor and r i ch a like , until t h e f·r s t d ay of 

November, 1898 . From t h e City Council r e cord s we t a k e t e foll o ng : 

"Resolut i on. 

By Ha rtman. 

/ iVhereas , t he a son Libr ry Inc. by its President Allen C. Mason 

h a s this 29th d - y of Se p tember, 1898, executed a w r r --, nty deed of 

the son Li br ry build ing and the g r ounds upon which it is loc a ted 

and qlso a bill of s ~le for the ersona l pro perty belon ing t here to , 
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embracing a compl e te libra ry of n eq rly 6 , 0 0 choice and VPlu ble 

books , to the City of Ta coma , and 

:vb.ereas , the s ·i id deed and bill of s a l e are no, b e fore this 

counci l for a c ceptanc e therefore b e it 

Resolved , tha t on b ehal f of t he City of TA com , the g ift so gener­

ously made to the citizens of t his c i ty is h e r eby form lly a ccepted 

and this v a luable property is h e reby made p rt of the P, bl c 

Li bra ry of Tacom~ to b e known as the son L br r y ranch. 

Re solved , That the City Counc i l , on behRl f of Tqc oma , e n e r to 

the memb ers of the Mason L j br,ry Co uany , n ex ressi on of A ~re-

el t i on of thei r noble gift , hich b ec omes a rt oft e fou d~ t on 

of the gre a t Li br ry hich T c om s ·res to bu ld , nd ,.,e mos t 

heartily voic e t he thanks of the community t o t h e ge n Arous onors . 

~ep t . 29 , 1898 . do ted unanimou s ly . 

L .• Roys , Clerk . II 

The city ke p t the ason Libr ry Br nch o en to the ublic a 

lit t l e more than one y ea r , hen i t wi t o the r Ma son pro e rty w s 

presented to Whitworth College , by the city . ,vhi t worth Colleg e 

flourished for a few ye ars bu t finally left T coma , an d loc ted 

ln Spokane . Th e Li br r y w s dism ntled Rnd the b ild · n t orn 

own . No , there rema ·ns but as o of roun pon wh ch he 

Woman ' s Club of T com ro o s e to er e ct n monument o t memo y 

of the .first Library Bui l ding in T c oma . 
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Trustees or ani=e and adopt plans to raise money . 

ork with the common schools. 

The instituti,m will be made a cr~iiit to the City. 
"ew location. 

l ACOMA USU LI HHA!t\ 
General Services Department 

Tacoma 5, Wa h. 

The board of trustees of the Tacoma Public Library association met and orga nized 
ster ay afternoon. The board is now co 1pos l of \ .J. Thompson , Hrs. ,race R~ Moore, 
hn Mayo Palmer, . A • . nowlen, . ayor an le, H.C. Cl nt ani H.I. varn r. On 
ganizati n Mr. Thompson was made presi ent, John yo Palmer tr<?asurer, and I . II . 
rn r sec rotary. A number of projects for he be fit of the library were proposed 
d a1opted. • • . ~nowden was reques ted to work up a eri s of home lectures, the 
oc ds of which sloul be used to buy l?OO books for t he Tacom readin~ public . 
s . Moore was requested tor port upon the f asibility of an art loan exhibiti n 
r the same pnrrose. 

~up rintendent Gault of the public schools submitt d the followiniz communication: 

T TP•, PUBLIC LIB r Y TA.TIN OP '\COIA : I e ire to call your attention 
a f su . g sti ns b ari, .~ on t public library an i the public ,schools . It i.s 

n•rally conceied tbat t e public libr ry is an essential elem nt in popular educa­
Just how it may be ma ea close an princely all of the public sclools may 

t be so manif?st . ,\ f w ~ neral tat men s are quite axiomatic. 
First -- The public library contributes l a r ely to t he intellectual lif of 

city. 
-iecon'i - T e po ular a reciati n o f p blic libraries has maJe t l,em a publi c 

ccssity . 
Thir -- The influence of the public library xten s ti rou,h an bcyon t he 

pher~ of the sc~ools. 
f ,mrth - The r .a lin~ h b. t, when prorerly gra tified, ives ev ry yout t e 

portunitics for a l i bera l ejuca ion, w atev .r the lack of educational a vantages . 
Fifth -- i\ collecti n of ~ood books is a unive rsity f r our youth . Katurally 

llows tre proposition I wish to place suggest i v~ly be fore you, viz: he ublic 
ibrary cannot better f ulfill its t ue functi n t , n by l ·ustin~ its work and 

o e to the nee-is oft e sc ool youth of the ci 
vhat the set ols are doin"' an may o to make tie public libra ry an e scntial 

ccssi tya 
Fi st - ~ ~lance at our cours of s t u wi ll d i sclo::ie t e f act tat w make 

ea iin~ very pro'liir.ent in our schools as a branch of study. e seek all the possible 
lues in th,1 part of the cour '>e. ie s ek to enla g t he abilit to r ~ad and to 
tenet t he lin s f readi n~ in the scho ls b 011r a1 i rabl course in s,,r lementa ry 
ading . le try to evelop t er a i n habit a mon~ our youth , to awaken a t as t e 

or lit!rature, a . well as to er at~ t e ability to rea • fi'urther than t his we 
re enjeavorine; to ,,.ui e i n proper channe ls t ie horn~ rea in~ of our pupils . This 
ittle leaflet 'inclo ed will in icate sorooth·ng of t he effort we ,re ma.kin _ in this 
irection. I may aid ·that so far as we know this l eaflet id a is ori~inal with us. 
lready ' C r,lan is eari n!! fruit . a.rents and c hil ren ask our teachl!r for suit­
ble r adin~ matter for c~rtain a ~cs ar ca abilities. 

'1econd - The charac ter of ur work in ITeo.,.raphy a nd history in our ~ra111mar 
chools rnakes t e us f r e f r cnce books an collateral rea in.,. indispensible to 
he hi,.hest results. In the hi~h sc ool work a well evcloped library will be more 
nd m re a neces ity as our cours of instruction is exten ed , and the departments 
f science, history, litera ure, civics, manual train i n~ , etc., ar ~vcloped more 
ull. 
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vhat the public library may do for itself and the schools: 
First - It should have a "school day 11 -- a particular time d si~ated in rules 

r t e school c ildren to call for books. 
~econd -- Duy books de ignatei by the school authoriti s as suitable an esir­

le, anj graded som what a- t he leaflet su~~ sts. 
Third - Buy thes designate books in such qu ntities as will meet the emand 

r such books. 
Fourth - Issue a clas lfi ca t al ~ c of tie ·•school d partm nt 11 f r distri­

tio~ throughout the schools. 
Fifth - In every possible way e tablish intimate relations between the library 

d the schools and in ways no now a p a rent, but which will su~~est t emselves as 
think and experiment on this line. 

The school department stands r ,a to a ist tlis important ent r rise b all 
ans within it pow r ani will promi a ar~e and increasing patrona~e when ver 

can send the children to the library for t ha t w icli we need. Respectfully 
bmitted, 

F.B. Gault, 
ity ·uperintendent of chools. 

The ideas of the superinten ent were considered good by the trust es and his 
an will be adopted. 

U ~E: Tacoma aily Le er, esday, February 3, 1 91, page 6. 
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The Tucomu .ublic Library, the largest one in Pi erce County, wus 

founded in 1886 by Mrs . G. Moore wi . run on u aub~cripti on buais. It as 

t rtmsferred to the city in 1894 b.Ilct housed in the Ol d City Hall b f oro bin 

moved to its present quurters in 1903. / Tne site of t he present building was 

ontitod, t ho buildinb itsel f erect ud a.t ~ cost of . 761 000 . 00 ~1th money ob­

t • ined from t he c~L'Ildgi Found~tion. 

/ a.t the timt:t of writing (1958 ) t h buildin~ i s no l ong(H' £:.aa~1u1:.t e . tOL' 

room is needed for r u~ding sp ca e.nd book sh~lves . Ligl1tin& is very poor , 

plumbing fair. 

only remedy-. 

ptdring would bo impructict.J.. , new builuinL oulo b th 

The work of t he d~partments is carried on in separute rooms. 

It is loc t ecl awuy from the present canttJr of business, ntci.-..r t wo gr1:.1de 

schools and a bout two miles south of one of the High Schools. 

The Library i s controllad by t he City of T~com~. The librarian i s ep­

point ed by u bo rd, , hos members in turn u..L·e c.1.J.,pointt3 by the m yor . Tne 

library bot.rd hol ds muetings on the; t hird tudnesa.uy of ea.ch month . Tild 11-

brariwi is Sdcret· ry of tho board Wld .... s such i s .cosent ti.t bo .... rd muctin s . 

The libr~ry is support <ld by t he city, receiving li t ax r~te of 1.51 mill. 

Tottll amount received i s approximutely ~85 1 648 . 00 (1957) per unnum. Fines 

are returnud t o the city. 

In 19,·7 the expendituros wero l:I.S follows : 

St.J.uri es 
Books 
Periodicul.s 
uintenunce tmd Hent 

s~,6o3.o9 
10, 054 .99 
1, 541.07 
6, 015. 88 

The train~d p rsonn~l consist s of u stuff of t wenty-f ive peopl ~ in­

oludin& the librarian. Th~ young~r m~mbers received t hei r truining in un 

ooredited Library School; some of th13 l uer members of tne St :.i.ff by exper­

ience an library certificut e from u scnool. 
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According to 1957 stutistics tho totul. volumes in the libr~rr re 

4i,805 of hich 44,155 ure Junior books. These are obtained m~inly by 

urchase. Heads of deimrtmants turn in t hdi r re uests to the Libr~riLD., who 
The final approval comes from the Library Board . 

as to OK them./ Most purchases are made through the Puget Sound Nows ,.gency. 

ccasional gifts come from Business clubs , manufacturing plttnts, und inter­

stod individuals . ,.bout 4}% of the stock is discarded during the year. Pay 

uplicate books are purchased from a revolving f'und. The present size of 

is collection is 156 of which 90% ure fiction . 

ates of titles already in library. 

Jill rental titld ~re dupli-

There ar e 455 current subscriptions i n the periodical collection. Con-

1:1nts of the maguzines may easily b 3 found through .{ea.dare I Guide . Slightly 

ore than one third of the periodicals hre bound at t he end of a your or whan­

a volume is completed. Others are stored in the basement. 

The library has accession r cords . The C talog Dep rtments makes~ 

elf list und authority c r d for each now title, und subj ect &uthor und file 

s for the publi c catulog . Lust inventory w s t aken in 1950 . 

In 1957 55. 5% of tho total popul~tion of t he city was r egistered in thtl 

Of these i:!41 850 wer e adults , 10, 900 Junior cllld t wtinty-nine \, are 

Non-resid~nt f ee per year amounts to v2 .00 . t re~istr~tion 

three years . 

19S7 Circulation fi~ures were as follows a Adult: 204, 9i 5 Volumes non­

ction, 24S, 200 vol umes fiction ; Juniors 521, 858 volumes. 

Books are not charged out unless a borrower shows his librury c~rd. The 

rrower•s number is written on tho book slip, an j the dating slip in the oock 

tha date due, ,.!J.ght b oks m~y be t aken out ut a 

Books go out for t wo weeks . renewt!.l. is grcillted, except in the case 

new tiction, which goes out for seven dtqs only . Fines for overdue books 

two cent per dey per book. " fee of fiv~ cents is charged for reserves. 
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The Hef orence Departmont uns ,ers yu.:u-l y ubout 141 800 qut:3 stions . I t 

Jllb,kes numerous bibl i ogruphi ea on popul r or di ffi cult t o f ind subj ects . The 

followintt, r ecords are kepta uostions ur v count oc1 mc. nthl y, t ol cJphona t...nd 

others ; a count i s t aken of f i ctures , pwnphl ets und cli ppin6 s circulut ed; 

cl ub bibliographi es made; govdrnment documents chacked in und new pi ct ures 

ad ed to the collection. 

The Juni or DJpart ment visits each s chool except hi gh school s t l eust 

once a year, library l essons are given t o the grade pupils f rom each school 

once a semest er. 

-Patrons are occasionally ref er red t o uome ot her libr~ry 11 that librury 

perhaps hl.1.8 a l ar ge colloction of books i n tJ:ie fi el d i n whi ch the pat ron i s 

interest ed, e . g. , ashi ngt on St ut e Librury f or genealogy; Universl t y of ~sh­

ington Library f or sci entific and t echnical r e uest s . Books ar e occusion~lly 

borrowed on Interlibrary Loan, mostlJ' f rom univer si t y of ushi ngt on Li br r , 

some f r om Seattle blic or ~ortland . Bet een 50-40 books a year are re4uest ed . 

The l ibr~ry i s open six dayu a week; t elve hours per d y for r e~di ng tmd 

circul.tLtion. Tnis schedule r eml:ii ns i n effect t ,1r oughout t he your 9XC •pt fo 1• 

Sundqa m d holidays when it i s clos d. 

Outside service of t he libr ur., consi st s in pr epc:-r ut i on of r ec::.di ng l ists 

tor groups or individuals ; book t al ks tma r eviuws i ven by bot h t ho Junior 

and th~ Ci roul~tion Depar t ments. n list of new books ~ppdurs eucn week 1n ~ 

local news. aper, sometimes hlso a speci&.l. ar ticle about the librury. 
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FERN HILL LIBRARY 

Five years ago Mrs. Ethel Mawson, teacher at Stewart High 

School headed a movement for t he establishment of better library 

facilities in Tacoma. This included three branch l _ibraries, one 

at Sixth Avenue, one at South Tacoma, and one at Fern Hill. Al~ 

were to be financad by a ap~cial levy. 

The levy did not pass but the Fern Hill Committee went ahead 

and acquired half an acre on the corner of 84th and Yakima, named 

it Byrd's Square after an early pioneer, and at the dedication . 

gave the deed to the Tacoma Library Board. This is a fine build­

ing site with one-hundred and twenty f eet on the dtate Historical 

Road No. 1, a branch of the old Naches Trail, and two-hundred and 

fifty feet on Yakima Avenue. As a promise to our 460 boys that 

went to war the flag has been flown from the great flagpole on the 

dquare evary day for four years. 

Fern Hill needs a library for its fifteen-hundred children of 

school age and for its growing adult population. dome years ago 

the North End was presented a library by Charlotte McCormick. Later 

on Mr. Mottet gave McKinley Hill theirs. i e have baen wondering if 

some Citizen with heart and maana would give Farn Hill its library 

as a memorial in t h is old Pionaer Community. 
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THE SOUTH SIDE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF TACOMA 

submits the following graph as evidence of the serious 
depletion in the upkeep of libraries already established 
in the city. The continuation of the downward tendency 
is clearly shown. This makes expansion consistent with our 
growth and development as a progressive city impossible. • 

By way of comparison with other departments of the city, 
out of every dollar of revenue spent for the support of city 
government, last year, the entire public library system of 
Tacoma received less than one cent, or 4. 7 tax tokens. 

1932 

1939 

ANNUAL NET GAIN IN PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOKS 

1929-1939 

Ad-di ti ons .. Withdrawals .. 

9,205 

(Loss) 3,511 

2,427 

299 

(Loss) 667 

1,681 

597 

Net Gains 1111 
Average net gain, 1930-34, was 3,973 volumes a year. 
Average net gain, 1935-39, was 861 volumes a year . 

E I L e 




