
COUDcll Chamber. 7140 P. M. 

)fondaT, February 14, 1955. 

Council .t in regular session. Present 9, Battin, Bratrud, Goering, Hook­
er, Humiston, Jensen, Perdue, Stojack, Tollefson. Absent O. 

It was moved by Dr. Battin., seconded by Dr. JIuaistGn, that the minutes of 
tile previous meeting, copies of which had been _i1ed by the Clerk to each Councilman, 
be approved and the reading thereof be dispensed vi the Motion carried: Ayes 9; Nays 0; 
Absent O. 

PETITIONS: 

Harold Backen, et al, for rezoning fro. -K-2" District to "C-2- District, lots 
1 to 4. Block 2, HoUidge Pacific Avenue Add1tiQn to Fern Hill (S. E. Corner of South 
84th and ."C" Streets.) ieCened to City Plann;ng C~ssion. . 

Evelyn B. Warren, et a1, requesting that North 48th Street lying bebeen North 
Vassault and North Lexington, shown by red lines on the attached map, remain open and 
COil tillue to be repaired and maintained by the City of TacQa as one .of its Ci tT Streets. 

,." \".ttorney Lawrence 11. Bonneville Jr., representing the petitioners, said that there is 
a legal problem involved and the City Attorney has advised that because it is not a ded­
icated street the City would have no interest in the utter. He pointed out that this 
s tree t has been kept open, graded and graveled by the Ci ty since 1939, which would in­
dicate the City considered it a part of the City Street system. City Attorney Boyle 
said that the .opinion referred to JIlLI8t have been an oral opinion given by one of his 
assis tants, as to his knowledge his office has not been asked for nor has rendered any 
such opinion. Hr. Hason C. Halligan, who in partnership with James C. Grenier, said the 
:lad purchased property at this location, which the road reCerre~ to croa.~s, with the 
intention of building on it, but had been dela)'8d ".cause ot the p08sibllty one of the 
lroposed parkways might go through their property. However, they have now been assur­
ed their property will not be used for a parkva7 and he read from a letter from the 
Public Works Department, dated August 27th, iDforaing thea the City does not intend 

.. ' to keep the road open where it crosses their property. He pointed out that none or 
the residents would be blocked froa their property by the closing of this road. the 
!!ayor directed that the petition be referred to the City Manager to take up with the 
Ci ty Attorney relative to legal aspects of the case before any action is taken by 
Council. Hr. Leonard F. Hogan asked to be allowd to make a c~nt, and the Kayar 
said he f.lt it would serve no purpose at this t1.-. Mr. Jensen said he would like to 
hear fro. Hr. Hogan and moved that the Council hear what he has to say. Motion second­
ed by Mr. Bratrud and carried unanimously. Mr. Hogan said that the closing of this 
road would make it necessary for them to drive up 46th to Lexington and then over to 
48th and down to his property. making a circle, which is a considerably longer route 
to hi. home. 

HESOLU TIONS I 

l~eso1ution No. 14165. 

By HUMISTON. 

Authorizing the proper officers or the City of Tacoma to make, execute and 
deliver to the Northern Pacific Railroad Company a permit for the construction, main­
tenance and operation of an electric current line. conaisting of three poles over and 
upon the south three feet of the Light Division property on Union Avenue. 

Adopted on roll can February 14, 1955 • 
.. \yes 91 Nays OJ Absent o. 



Resolution No. 14166. 

By HUHIS'roN: 

Authorizing the sale of all right, title, and interest of City of Tacoma to 
certain described property cousisting of approxiJDately 3/5 or an acre of ground and 
house, condemned for Alder Lake area and no longer necessary for continued effective 
utility service, to Agnes Walker, the original owners, for $125.00 and authorizing ex­
ecution and delivery of a Quit Claim Deed to said party. (located near E1he, Pierce 
County, Washington.) It vas moved by Dr. Battin to suspend Rule 9, seconded by Col. 
Hooker, and carried una"; mously on voice vote. .The resolution vas then adopted vi tb­
out having been read in full. 

Adopted on roll call February 14, 1955. 
Ayes 9; Nays OJ Absent o. 

Resolution No. 14167. L. I. D. 5228. 

By WHISTON: 

Stating intention of Council to order installation of vater main in North 8th 
Street fnaHWlAtn Street to Steven:a Street; creating L. I. D. 5228 and 'fixing March ~1-tJ 
15th, 1955 as the date for hearing thereon. It vas moved by Dr. Humiston to suspend 
Rule 9, aotion seconded by Dr. Battin and carried unanimously on voice vote. The res­
olution vas ~n adopted without having been read in full. 

Adopted on roll call February 14 t 1955 •. 
Ayes 9, Nays 0; Absent p. 

Resolution No. 14168. L. I. D. 5217. 

By UUHIS'roN, 

Stating intention of Council to order cast iron vater lliins in Hason Avenue from 
South 12th Street to South 19th Street; in Verde Street frOll South 12th to the south 
line of Pdt.cost and LaWler Add! tiOJl; in Stevena Street fro. S~th 12th to South 19th; 
in South 19~th from Hason .to SteveDa, creating L. I. D. 5217 and fixing Karch 15th,195S 
as the date for bearing thereon. It ... JIOVed by Col. Hooker to suspend Rule 9, second­
ed by. Hr. Perdue and carried UDaniaous17 on voice vote:. 'lbe resolution. waa then adopt­
ed without having been read in tull. 

Adopted on roll call February 14, 1955. 
Ayes 9, Nays 0; Absent o. 

;tesolution No. 14169. 

By HOOKER. 

Authorizing private sale or all right, title and intereat of City tor SJIII of 
::,20.00 in cash and authorizing proper officers of City to execute and deliver to George 
;.~ ffelberg and Minnie May ErC-alberg, a local improvement asses8_nt deed to Lot. 14 to 
16, Block 8, and Lots 1 to 8, Block 17, London and Liverpool Addition. (Located at 
:,ast 57th and Portland, and at East 58th between East N and Portland Avenue). It was 
~oved by Dr. Humiston to suspend Rule 9, seconded by Mr. Perdue and carried unanimously 
on voice vote. The resolution lias then adopted without having .been read ~n full. 

A10pted on roll call February 14, 1955. 
:\yes 9J Nays 0; Absent o. 

I' 



J~ Y GOERl}I; I 

Authorizing proper officers of City to execute a supplelD8nt to Perm. t Agree­
~nt No. 72360 between the City of' Taccaa and the Northern Pacific iail1faT Cc.pany, 
(!:'(ecuted pursuant to Resolution No. 12781, to cover the extension of a sever pipe line 
froa South 10th Street 80utherly along the Northern Pacific lailny right of vay a 
'1 i stance of. 400 ree t • 

.... !opted on roll call February 14, 1955 • 

. -\yes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

:~'~solution No. 14171. 

~~:: HOOKill.: 

Determining and declaring the maximum speed which the East 34th Street Bridge, 
:()cated on East 34th Street at a point approximately 100 reet east of Il Street, can stand 
'r accommodate is a speed of 10 mi1es per hour and that the maxiJIIJII gross veight which 
..., r i 1ge can vi. ths tand is a gross weight of ten tons; and deteral ning and declaring that 
~.a.,,<iauD speed which the East Fairbanks Street Bridge, located on East Fairbanks Street at 
a point approximately 100 feet east of Il Street f can stand or accm.odate is a speed of' 
ten .u.e. per hour and that the ..... gross wight which. 8uch bridge can withstand is a 
::ross weight of ten tons; and that the rrarric Engineer shall cause to be erected and _ 
tained on the right hand side of the streets hereinabove designated, at a distance of not 
less than 100 feet froa each end ot such bridge,. auitable signa stating such maxie ••• 
and IllaXUaua gross wight. Hoved by Col. Hooker, seconded by Dr. Battin, to suspend iule 
J and carried unanimously on voice vote. !he resolution vas then fldepUd vi thout having 
~cen read in full. 

A dopted on roll can FebruaJ7 14, 1955 • 
. \yes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

At this time Hr. Backatroa stated that the bids for the· gaaoline Deeds for the 
City had been awarded, but the resolution had not· been prepared in time tor tonight's 
.)genda. It would be desirable to. adopt thia re.ol~tion toAightit poeaib1e, he added. 
I t vas aIloved by Dr. Battin, seconded by Dr. BwaiatOD to. .upend llul.e 7, relative to 
filing or new _tter for Council.'. ccmaideratiOD, in order to adopt lesolution. No. 
14172. 

Kcsolution No. 14172. 

By BATTIN, 
AppIJoriq recOJIIII8ndationa of the Purchasing Agent, Board, of Con.~cta and 

Awards and the Public Utility Board and awarding the contract for furnishing all the 
gasoline needs of the City of Tacoma, TacOJDa School District NOe 10 and Metropo1it~. 
Park Dis trict for general and supply dock purposes, the ToWll of Ruaon and the ToWll of 
!,'ircrest, for the remainder of the ca1endaJ- year 1955, to tidewater Associated Oil 
Company on ita low bid, in the estimated .. aunt of $95,000.00. . 

"\riopted on roll call February 14, 1955 • 
. \yes 9; N8¥8 0, Absent o. 

i"IRST READOO OF ORDDlANCES, 

Ordinance No. 15252. 

Authorizing and directing the City Attorney of the City of Tacoma to purchase 
and/or institute and prosecute aD action iD the Superior Court of the State of Wasbing­
ton for Levis County or the United Statea District Court, Western Diatrict of Washing-



toni, $outhern Division, under right of eminent domain,. for tl¥t purpose of providing a 
'j i te tor the location for the Mayfield transmission line, Mayfie+d and Mossyrock reser­
·:oir. lead by title and placed in order of fiDal reading. 

Jrdinance No. 15253. 

Amending Ordinance No. 14793, entitled: "An ordinance to regulate the location 
an:1 use of buildings and the use or land vi thin the Ci ty of Tacoma; to li.mi t the height 
() f buildings; to prescribe building areas and lines, and the size of )"Brds and other 

·'en spaces and for these purposes to divide the City into districts,- etc.", by add-
:1" thereto a nev section to be known as Section 13 A. ("H-2" Heavy Industrial Dis­
~rict- area located in the South Tacoma Swamp area east of T,yler Way from South 40th 
~r; South 58th). Read by title and placed in order of final Nad~. 

-'rdinance No. 15254. 

Vacating the portion, hereinafter described, ot the alley between South D 
:.:1.J Pacific Avenue, extending fro. South 37th StrtJet .to South 38th Street, to-wit, 
. ~)ortion ·thereof 0.25 feet in width abutting the vest 65.009 feet of the east 
~ -;- 0.009 feet of the south 100 feet of Block 80, Amended Map of First School Land 
.·i:idi tion to the City of t'aoo.a. Read by title and placed in order of final read-
:n~. 

? r;AL llEADOO OF ORDINANCES t 

ur~inance No. 15245. 

Amending Ordinance No. 14793, entitled. nAn ordinance to regulate the 1aca-
: i on and use of buildings and the use of land vi thin the City or Tacoma; to l.iJd t 
~ he height of buildinga J to prescribe building areas aDd lines, and the size of . 
':ards and other open apaces and for these purposes to divide the City into districts, 
o tc ." B, adding thereto a DeV 8ection to be know as Section 8 H. (C-l COJIIIII8r-
c ial District both side. of South J Street fro. 120' north of South ·l1th Street to 
150' north ·of South 9th Stree~). Read in full and passed • 

. ~()11 call, Ayes .9; Nays ~O; Absent ·0, 

r,1inance No. 15246. L. I. D. 2070. 

Approving and confirming the .. sessant and as.esa .. nt roll fOl' the oost of ./1 
t:v: improv_nt in Local Improvement District No. 20'10; Read by title. It vas 
:-,!)ved by Dr. Battin, seconded .by Mr. Jensen to suspend Rule 9, and carried unanimous­
lyon voice vote.. 'lb. ordinance vas then passed vi thout having been read in full. 

~(o11 callt Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

\;rdinance No. 15247. L. I. D. 4531 •. 

Approring and ccmfirmiDg the .. a.ss_nt and aS8ess_nt ~011 tor the cost of' ""I~ 
t~le improvement in Local Improve.nt District No. 4531.. Read by title. It vas 
::(wed by Dr. Battin, seconded by Mr. P-erdue to suspend Rule 9, and carried unanimous­
l~' on voice vote. lbe ordinance was then passed without having been read in full • 

. (011 calli Ayes 9; Nays OJ Absent O. 

-,r,linanceNo. 15248. L. I. D. 2135. 

Approving and confirmir~ the assessment and assessment roll for the cost of 
the improvement in Local Improvement Dia·trict No. 2195. lead by title. It"~ 1/-1 6 
movud by Dr. lIumiston, seconded ~Y Dr. Battin to suspend Rule 9, and carried , .... 

I 

------...... --------~~ 



,1.,8. '~fE~'14·.t9\5 
'lnaniaoualy on voice vote.·' Col. Hooker reported that the hearing there ... a pr.~st tha 

,:5ses •• nt& vere higher than .the original estiute, and it was explained by the P\\blic W 
,n~ineer that this increase vas due to higher engineering costs. It was the feeling of 
the L. I. D. COJIIIId ttee that these cos t8 shoul,d be reviewed vi th the. tho\lgllt in mind of 
ll:JUCing them so as to bring the assess_nts down to the original est:lates, and it Val 
!'(~c~nded that the City Manager check this to redqce the .engineering costs. Neither 
,~r. StaIIan, Hr. Boyle or the City Manager vere in a position to say definitely that 
'.~lis had been done, so Col. Hooker ,suggested that the ordinance be laid oyer one week. 
':On"ed by Dr • .Battin, seconded by Mr. Perdue to lay the ordinance over for one week to 
, I!:)ruary 21st. Carried unanimous,ly. 

, riinance No. 15249. L. I. D. 5230. 

Providing for the construction of a six-inch cast iron water -in in Broad-
':cw Avenue, Frances Avenue and Beverly Avenue, from Scenic Drive to the south line of 
: ·,?\"erly Heights; in Scenic Drive frail Broadview Avenue to Beverly Avenue; creating Lo­
',:ll Improve~nt District No. 5230. Read by title. It vas moved by ,Dr. HUIIliston to 
')'..:s~end Rule 9, seconded by llr. Battin and carried unanimously on ~oiee vote. the 
:' !inance vas then passed without having been read in full. 

, ,11 callI Ayes 9; Nays OJ Absent O. 

r-.iinance No. 15251. 

Authorizing the City of Tacoma to grant to the Metropolitan Park District or 
lacoma the sum or $20,000, or so much thereof 88 may be necessary, . to pay the cost of 
L'leariDg and grading a proposed recreational facill q upon .Property owned or to be owned 
~<: the Park District, COJllllonly known as the Snake Lake property; appropriating the aUla 
,.:' $20,000, or so much ~hereof as _I' be necessary, for said purpose from the General Fund 
and declaring the emergency .udDI necessary the appropriation herein contained, the 
:Iilssage of this orc:linance and the taijng efrect hereof~diatel¥ ,after publicatiQn. 
I t was moved by Dr. Huaiston, seconded by Mr. Perdue to suspend Kula 9 and carried unan­
i:1ously on voice vote. It __ a aoved by Hr. Bratrud, s_conded by Ifr. Jensen, that the 
Council reee •• for 15 ainute. for the purpose of discussing in private Ordinances Nos. 
15251 and !5250. Lost on roll calle Ayes 4; Bratrqd, H\UlListon, Jensen, Tou..rson. 
~ays 5; Battin, Goering, Hooker, Perdue, Stojack. 'lbe proposition was discussed at 
:'.~ngth and Mr. BratDud said that the Park Board ,had exprQssild the wish that action on 
~ he ordinance tonight be pos tponed if there i. any· possibWty that it will not pass 
'Jnaniaously. Col. Hooker said he vas still opposed to the crdinance and would vote 
agaiDat it. 1ft •• Goering said .. he .... not satisfied with the iDfonation the Council 
~lad received and would lJ,ke a report from the Park ,Board, partic1W\rly as to what had 
transpired at the Board'. meeting this afternoon. It vas moved by Dr. Battin, seconded 
\)r Mr. Perdue that the ordinance be tabled until the Council receives a report fro. the 
Park Board on this matter. Speaking on the motion. Hr. Bratrud aaid :that the Park 
};oard would proceed on some other basis if the Council does not act favorablr, and they 
lefini tely were not going to loae the donation. , Mr. Stojack said I\e relt ,Park Board 
::pmber Brown had explained the proposition satisfactorily la.t week imd it anything had 
C OIne up in the _antiJle:', they would undoubtedly have advieed the Council and he could 
sec no reason fqr stalling. Mr .. JeuEU\ expressed the opinion that ,the misunderstanding 
is on the naming of the £.ie14. H. had called Hr. Brown about this ,matter ~d he inform­
ed h~ the naming of the field rill be entirely in the hands of the Park Board and augges 
ed that it possibly would be name "Tacoma Recreational Field" or something similar. Mr. 
,Jensen suggested that the Council could have an expression troll the Park Board next week, 
and said that the Council.ould be lax in its duty if it passed up t!l~ .. opportunity to 
benefit Tacoma'i citizens. Col. Hooker felt tlu\t the .Par.k ~oard s!lould'frQfer any con­
troversial issue in naming the field to the Council, which'is appropriating the funds., 
In hi. estimation the naM of an individual would not be oontroversial while the name 
of a product or ,company would be., he s.aid. Hr. Bratrud protested the Council injecting 
i tselt into the affiirs of the various boarda such a. the Civil Service Board and Park 
Board and quee t:ioned the need for boards it the Council 1fa8 goinl to have the final IQ' 



and run the whole • how • Mr. Perdue said there werellUlY .things unanswered, and felt 
that .ore infonaation .a to .the future cost of majntaining the fie].(i should be 8ubmitted 
by the Park Board. lie thought it would, be a good idea to hol,d a public hear,ing on the, 
.tter to alloy the ~'ople to express their vieJfS as to vhe~r or not they wish to have 
their money spent on this project. Mr. Jensen took issue vi th the public hearing idea, 
saying that this procedure indicates vea1maS8 on the part of the Council, which is 
supp.08ed to make a study of the problems and make decisions as to what is best for the 
City. as a whole. After further discl,\ssion roll vas called on the motion of Dr. Battin 
"that the ordinance be tabled until the Council get ,a report from the Park Board on 
this matter" vtUch carried: Ayes 8; Nays 1; Stojack, Absent o. 

Ordinance No. 15250. 

Appropriating the sum of $39,000 from the Cit,y Street Fund for paying the cost 
of acquisition of property necessary for the cOD8~ction of avehicilar traffic inter­
change at the vest approach to the Puyallup River Bridge; and declaring an emergency 
necessitating the appropriation herein contained and the passage of this ordinance to 
take effect immediately after publication. Read by title. It was moved by Dr. Battin 
to suspend Rule 9, seconded by Mr. Perdue and carried unaqiaously on voice vote. 
Mr. Bratrud expressed the opinion that this was a high price for this property. Hr. 
Backs tran read a list of factors j~ tifying the sum of $39,00 for the acquisition of 
the Cavanaugh property. The qriginal appraiaemont " figure given the City by Harry 
Blangy in Hay of 1953 vas 126,697 and Geo. Poe appraised the property at $54,000 
for the owners. lIowever it vas later determined that certa~ factors had not been con­
sidered by Hr. Slangy and he has since increas/ld the valuation figm-e to betlfeen $35,000 
and $.40"QOO. '11le figure specified in the ~d;Dazv;e is, a comprOllis"Hr. Backstrom said. 
The matter has been delayed pending outcome of a case in the Supreme Court on ·the .q~es­
tion of whether the City has a right to acquire property for this use and the case has 
been recently' decided in the City's favor, and the condemnation case has been set for. 
trial on the 1st and 2nd ot March. However, Mr. Backstrom added, there is a State con­
tribution of $48,000 involved and this grant expires April 1st, it the project has 
not beeD started by that date, and for this reason it ia deeJEd advantageous to pur-
e haae the property outright rather than proceed vi th the condemnation case. Mr. Bra t­
rud said he would like to look into the matter further and also suggested that a third 
party be asked to make an appraisal, and requested that the ordinance be laid over for 
one week. It vas moved by Mr. Bratrud, seconded by Col: Hooker that the ordinance be 
postponed for one week to February 21st. Mayor Tolletson said that a dela7 might 
jeopardize the position of the City with regard to the State contribution and suggested 
that the Council give unanimous support to the ordinance. If a wek' a delay makes 80 
much difference, Mr. Bra trud a8ked why the IDa tter had not been brought to Council's 
attention before last week, and was informed that the case giving the City the right 
to condemn had been 8ett1ed three or four weeks ago .. and the City has been negotiating 
for the purchase of the property aince the remitter came down. Hr. Bratrud said he 
felt the Council vas being rushed to meet a deadline. Roll vas called on the motion 
of Mr. Bratrud to postpone the ordinance for one wek, which vas lost on roll caU, 
Ayos 3;Bitattid, Hooker, Humiaton. Na)'8 6; Battin, Goering, Jenaen, Perdue, Stojack, 
Tollefson. Roll vas then called on the passage of the ordinance, vi thout 8a_ having 
been read in full, nasul ting as follows: 

Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

L!\'FINISIIED BUSINESS. 

. \'1. 11 &i7-h Y 
';1".",,~p>,~~~or~PaH~- Works 8ubmitted the asseaaments an!ltItSSe¥Aent t~ 
J.:.o..r~c Cot ~r ~e, tsin Local ovement Districts Nos. ~185 ~197 2'""1 
tiOl. ~fl6!"2 :15. 6, 'Jo. t vas moved by • Humiston, .econded by • attin 
tha t March 15th, 1955 be fixed aa the date for hearing on laid assessment rolls. Mo­
tion carried on roll call. Ayes 9J Nays 0; Absent O • 

. ~ " ' .. , -~ '-: 



1-70 . ng 14:,1¥fi' 
1he Director ~ Publio tTtilities submitted the aase8s.111"am assess.ent roll· 

for tost ot the improvement in Local lIDJ?ro£!ment District No. 1S~38. It vas DIOVed by 
Dr.~!·lhUdaton,8.cOllded by Hr. Perdue that Karch 15, 1955 be tixed as the. date for hear­
ing on said assessment roll. Carried on roll callt AJ88 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

~ Hr. Backs·trom said that at the close of the meeting he would like to show the 
~ Council the sugges ted floor plana of the third floor of the new Coun:tY-Ci ty Building, 
"" where it is proposed to locate the Council Chambers, City Manager's Office, etc. Mr. 

Bratrud emphatically declarai that he, for one, vas wasting Done of his time looking over 
plans until the CounttCOmmissioners give the City the terms of occupancy. He predicted 
that this too would end up in a ·Deadline deal" and the Council will be rushed into sign­
ing. Dr. Humiston agreed with Mr. Bratrud and said he thought that it was high time the 
City took action to compel the County to tell what the terms of occupancy will be. Hr. 
Bratrud further stated that the proper place for these plans to be considered vas the 
County City Building Committee .eting, and Kayor Tollefson thereupon directed the City 
Manager to take these plans up vi th this cODDi ttee. 

Mayor Tollefson gave a very informative -talk about legislative matters now taking 
place in ·the State Legislature, and told about the manDIfr in which the .Puget Sound Mayor's 
Conference and the Association of Washington Ci tie8 is functioning to keep infOlWtd about 
legislation being introduced which is' vita1 to cities, and steps these organizations are 
taking to protect the interests of the -various coBllUlities. lie lWged each _Jaber of the 
CouncU to seek infOl"llation about these billa and to notify the legislators concerning 
their' views Oft theae matters. 

Upon .O~~OD, wly seconded and carried, Council theD .clJ01Inled~.t.l0tO():.P~· H .. 

~~--------.... -------




