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Councxl Chamber. 7 30 P M

Monday. September 9. 1957
Council met in regular session. Present on roll call 9; Battin, Bratrud,
Goering, Humiston, Jensen, Perdue, Stojack, Tollefgon and Mayor Anderson. Ab-
sent 0. Moved by Humiston, seconded by Tolliefson that the minutes of the
previous meeting be approved and the reading thereof dispensed
RESOLUTIONS: with. Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution No. 15101: X L ID1969:

: - o = 447
By Bratrud:. : ‘ ' . i 4

Fixing October 15, 1957 as date for hearing on LL I D 1969 - laying local
sanitary sewers with the necessary wyes, bends, risers, manholes, etc., in Pear}
Street from South 8th Street to South 19th Street and in Woodlawn Street from South
11th Street to South 19th Street. -

Adopted on roll call September 9, 1957
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Reeolution No 15102 % LID 1973; v 2

BYGo.rm‘t . « A C o P ’ : 44.
Fixing October 15, 1957 as date for hearing on L ID 1973 laying -

local storm drains with the necessary manholes and catch basins in Pearl Street from

6th Avenue to South 19th Street, in Woodlawn Street from South 11th Street ‘

to South 19th Street and in South 15th Street from Woodlawn Street to Pearl Street.

Adopted on roll call September 9, 1957,

Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Resolution No. 15103;: ¥ : ~-=-: o+ ‘L ID 2277

44.447

By Humieton- ‘ .
Fixing October 15, 195? as date for ‘hearing on L. I D 2277 placing a
gravel surface on Pearl Street from Sixth Avenue to South 19th Street, on Woodlawn
Street from South llth to South 19th and on South 15th Street fromWoodlawn Street
to Pearl Street :
Adopted on rou call September 9% 1957 e
Ayee9.NayeO.Ablent0. NS A 1 R R S
‘ : Toigsio, ot -y

’( Mr, Rowlande reported that the Water Depa.rtment intended to preeent
a Resolntion for watermains in this area having the same hearing date as the three
L I D's from the Public Works Department. However, through an pversight Mr.
Benedetti was not advised of this date, and now the calendar of the L. I D Committee
for October 15th has as many hearings scheduled as the Committee wishes to hear at one
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meeting. As the watermain improvement involves the same property it would

be desirable to hold this hearing on the same date. as the street, sewer and storm
- sewer districts, Mr. Rowlands stated. If it is agreeable with Council to have

one more hearing on October 15th, he will advise Mr. Benedetti to set the water-

main hearing on that date also, Mr. Rowlands added. This was agreeable to

Council and Mrs. Goering said in her opinion it would expedite matters to have

all four hearings.on one day, and algso be moxe convenient for the property owners,

Resolution No. 15104; X | . L I D 4629

By Tollefson:

Fixing November 5, 1957 as date for hearing on L. I D 4629 - grading
and permanent type pavement, including concrete curbs, concrete gutters and -
storm water catch basins on South 35th Street from Union Avenue to South Tacoma
way. ' - : - .

Adopted on roll call Sthember 9. 1957
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent 0,

Resolution No. 15105; ¥ - L 1D 4632:
By Anderson:’

Fixing November 5, 1957 as date for hearing on L' I D 4632 - grading
and permapent type pavement, including concrete curbs, concrete gutters and
storm water catch basms on Spokane Street from Eut 40th Street to East 43rd St.
Adopted on roll call September 9. 1957 |
Ayoo 9; N&yn 0; Absent 0 s :

Ruolution No. 15099:
By Anderson:

Appointing James Paul Moceri as a truatee of .the Library Board
, for a term of five years ending August 2, 1962,

' Mayor Anderson briefed the Council on the qualifications: of Mr. Moceri.
He is a former President of the Municipal League, has been a hard worker for the
City of Tacoma, is an Attorney, and is well educated, Mayor Anderson stated.

Mr. Moceri, will do a good job and he personally recommends him for the appoint-
ment, Mayor Anderson added.. Mr: Bratrud said he had nothing against Mr. Moceri
but he didn't approve of having two attorneys on a five man board. . Dr, . Battin said
he had the highest regard for Mr. Moceri. However, he believes that in George
Roberts, the Board had a member who did an outstanding:job, and saved.the Librar
Board and the City of Tacoma many thousands of dollars. The Library Board needs
an accountant on its membership and Mr. Roberts is the best informed man in that
field the City has ever had on one of its Boards, Dr. Battin stated.. He had been
informed the matter would not come up tonight and will bo compolled to voto agauut
the Ruolution, Dr. Battin added. . . ‘ - !
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8. Goering said she was in favor of rotating appointments oa City -
Boards, However. in this case, Mr. Roberts has not served a full five year term and
moreover she does not féel two attorneys should be on one Board. Mrs. Goering stated.
she will vote against the Resolution beeause of the principle of poor balance. she added.
Roll was then taken on the Resgolution, resulting as follows:

“dopted on roll call September 9, 1957,
Ayes 6; Nays 3, Battin, Goering, Mr. Tollefson
(not voting); Absent 0.

Mayor Anderson agreed that Mr. Roberts did a fine job while on the Board,
and he respected the thinking of Dr. Battin and Mrs. Goering on this matter and believed
they had the best interests of the City of Tacoma at heart. Dr. Battin said presenting
21 name to the Council places Council members in an embarrassing position. He did
ot believe it to be a Democratic practice to handle it in this manner and hoped this
situation would not arise in the future, as preéssures are apt to cause Council members
to vote in a way they would not otherwise vote. Mayor Anderson said he had two
Council members ask him to put Mr. Moceri's name up for vote:at tonight's meeting,
as Mr, Moceri requeeted that the matter be settled one way or the other.

i . {

FIRST READINGOF ORDINANCEs- - SR -

Ordzna.nce No. 15944

Authori:ing the City Attorney to purchn-e and/or condemn certain
property to acquire right of way for the purpose of grading Orchard Street from
North 9th Street to North 16th Street. Read by title and placed in order of: final
reading. | e TR
Y b ot A

FINAL READING OF ORDINANCES: "'

934
Ordinance No. 15941 - s LID 1967- AL
Approving and conﬁrming assessment roll for cost o! improvement in
LID 1967 - constructing sanitary sewers on Junett Street from Souh 40th Streot
to South 4Sth Street Rend by title and paued e b R
o oLy .- .'.'..f;'l'
Roll call; Ayel 9; Nays 0; Absento T e S '
Ordmance No. 15942 - o " LID4592: . i) 327
. SRS PN S Y Y TR R SRR O PR G IR .
" Approving and conﬁrming assessment roll for cost of &mprovement inLID
4592 - asphalt paving. concrete curb and gutter on South L Street from South 70th
Street to South 72nd Street, also storm sewer on South ‘70th St'reet ﬂ'om South M Street
to South L Street. Reod by title and paued R SR
e L iE ML A 3:.;!%{‘:“{,'.':" .;f?,;‘lf.';«f
Roll cen~ Aye- 9. NaVe 0; Abeento SR T EE T SV SR PR

TR o DU I S T TR O N A AR LTI
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Ordmance No. 15943: ~, - .~ . L1ID 528l:

N Apprpvmg and confirming aue-gmcnt rou fox cost of unprovement in
'.L I D 5281 - cast iron water mains in Durango Street from South 17th Street
to South 19th Street and in South 19th  Street from Durango Street to Adams Street.
Read by title and passed.
Roll call: Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

NEW Busngss

" At this time the meoh.ng was turned over to L B Macdonald. Chaira-
man-of the Taconga Chamber of Commerce Committee qn Off-Street parking
facilities in the downtown shopping area. Mr. Mmdonald read tbe followmg &
statement; . . :

’ . "Mz, Mayor and Membcra of Tacoma City Council < :
We wigh to thank you for.this opport\unty to explam the pnrpo.a of pur
pr,sencq‘hgrga tonight. . y

- We are a part of a largo comxmttce th;t was ;ppomted by the Tacoma
Chamber of Commerce to make a study and recommendations for the improvement
of property and suggestions to improve off-stroet pn'k'iqg tacilitieo m tho
downtown shopping area.

It is the opinion of our committee that something vigorous must be done
if we are to hold our proper place as a first class City. This problem is recognizec
by alk ﬁut class cities and most cities are doing something.abeut it.

-Ou¢ committee has held a considerable number of meetings the past six
month;. checkod with our City Manager, Planning Commission, Owners of Property
bankers and a great number of business men and they all agree that something must
be done and soon. We have had practically hundred psrcent attendance at our
meetings and all want to assist in anyway they -can to improvex the downtown ahqp-
ping area. ) ‘

We have had many. suggestions and good possibilities - naturally they
all cost money, but we are not going to improve our situation without costing money.

P -It is the unanimous opinion because of the double block situation exist-
ing in, the. shopping area that an impoxtant improvemaent would be te install 3 coyered
pedestrian passageway from Pacific Avenue to Broadway near 10th Street, also
one near 12th Street. This passageway should be under cover, attractive with
show windows, well lighted and free from steps. - This would make it easier to .. -
travel under cover frox:&uking garage.

Our. committee developed a model and plan of a ramp type parking: -
garage that could be constructed between Pacific Avenue and over Commerce Street
‘with. public entrance on Pacific Avenue and Broadway as near. 10th and 12th Streets
as possible. (A .self-parking ramp type garage in this area connecting Pacific -

- . Avenug and Broadway would certainly.tie the shopping district into a compact axea.
We realize that this is an ambitious suggestion,. but we feel.that something like this
is required to rejuvenate the downtown business center. We also have a large area
between 9th and 11th on Market on which one of our committee property ownaers, -
states a long term lease at veyy nominal sum could be turned over to the City for
building off-street ramp type garage, this space is approximately 600' x 120', .

We do not want more street parking but less, . we do not want lot parking
as they are not good looking. An ideal shopping center between 9th and 13th on

Broadway would be no street parking and no traffic north and * ' south, an area’. :




‘ree for plantings, and streets for people only, - ‘ IR ]

" Ouwr committee after considerable study of what other citioo are domg.
igree the patking must be very reasonable in order to be on a favorable basis with
ree parking-shopping centers. We are in agreement that the best method developed
by the cities- we have checked is the method developed by the City of Cincinnati. This
i1s by means of the use of parking meters for off-street parking. The City of Cincinnati
st recently issued five million dollar parking meter revenue bonds. The revenue
‘rom the city parking meters to pay operating costs and retire the bonds. - The purpose
of these garages are for shopping and business short time parking with increased rates
‘or long time parking as these garages are not meant for all day parking.:

We have checked property costs and building estimates, but until a definite
program is agreed on we cannot submit figures. We realize that in order to sell
Revenue Bonds we will have to have éstimated operating expenses and estimated -
revenue that will show proper coverage. We do feel, however, that a large percentage
»f the Bonds would be purchased by local businessmen.

‘There are many problems in connection with thése suggested improvements
and off-street parking that will require the combined efforts of City Government, _
“roperty Owners and Business Retailers. We are therefore recommending that the
City Council consider as soon as possible the appointment of a Parking Commission
Or some: -imilar ‘Body that action on the above suggestions can be accomplished.

" We have several other members of our committee which I would like

briefly to say afew words, " : o SRR R

‘Mr. Macdonald then called upon Mr:' Herb F Syford to explain thd
model. He did this by reading the {ollowing ontement Which he had prepared ln
written form to avoid boin’ minquoted: L "<

"Gentlémen: ! ' S

"1 think it should be caid at thc outset that my porsonal interestg and the
interest of the four~man committee as- well as the interest of the large committee
consisting of some thirty prdperty ‘owners in thé downtowa y'retail: areds, is'not in
any way to disturb-the fﬂcndly relaﬁonlhip between the property owners, merchants
and the-present garage and parking lot operators. - That the need for free or inexs!
pensive convenient parking to recapture as much-as possible-the loss- of business:
to the downtown Ared is the prime objective. - That-without this maximum:ten cents
an hour parking, there are very definite indications of further loss of trade in the
downtown area to the' existing and !o thc proposed new chopping centers,’ whore un-
limited free'parking is-offered. -+ ' - R LR L

From:-the ptOperty owner.' and merchants' point of view, :much economic
loss has already occurred. Retail sales ‘have fallen in most establishments and the
vacancies that ¥pxist in what is-known as the 100% retail area ire equal to those during
the thirties, known as the depression years. At the- ptcnent time there are some
seven separate stores available to lease on Broadway between 11th angl* 13th Street,
consisting of frontages equal to 225 feet, or approxinately 20%. I addition; ‘values
on Broadway above 9th Street, store-on Pacific Avenue- between 9th and lith Streets and
stores on'-Commerce Street between 9th-dnd 13: th Street stand vacant, ‘When'a con-
dition like thil oxtato al‘l buoineues. including parking‘ lots and~ garagu. *nuffor
accordingly e > ‘ 3

B - Tacoma: io‘not unique iw this respect,: as -many citiot'throughout the United
States are having the same problem. ' Drastic steps are baing taken to revitalize the
downtown areas and in some instances to the point where the.downtown areas.are
being converted into large shopping areas with free perimeter parking, where the strests
are actually closed to: traffic and redesigned and landscaped to.give the atmosphere of
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ahoppin' malls and where the pedestrian can roam freely.. -

. .. -The history of the City of New York shows that at oight d;fferent point.
in xta growth,, the downtown area suffered due to the growth and expansion of the sub
urbaa sections, but each time, through the efforts of the citizens, pzoperty owners
and merchants, the downtown sectign was revxtahr.ed and robtult aqd reached a new
peak of prospewity. .- . .. . -

) The same can happen in Tacoma. Our problem appears to be one in whid
we find ourselves confronted with a normal obsolescence and outdating of city plin- §
ning and layout, and where, with reasonable physical changes and reasonable ex~
penditures, we can in some measure make the necessary changes and improve-
ments that will meet the modern mode of transportation and- shopping habits. Al-
though it may appear to be a very competitive prpogram to existing. parking lots, the ,
all over result as experienced throughout California and gther. states where parking
authority law ws provided for through their legislature, proved operators are gaing
along with the municipal operator's lots in a satisfactory manner.

. If existing parking operators can, through their resources, develop
this chcap ptrking, ‘then. the Job would be done, -and Ifor one feel there is nothmg
.i\u'thor for us to do.. _

_Congdideringr the eco:gormc factora. and after, dilcllquon with many of you
in the parking business, it is felt that a new approach would be necesaary, which
would involve the downtown property owner.s and. the City of Tacoma, .putting
the city into the parking business to the extent where they, - thraugh tax sayings and
other means of financing, could develop the necessary downtown car space at the -
right locations and &t the right price... It has heen apparent for some. time that
addition3] parking is needed on the upper side of Pacific.Avenue, and the construct-
ion to be such as to accommodate both Commerce Street and Pacific Avenue traffic.

Locations were selected at the extension of 10th Street and at 12th Street
Property owners were contacted and asking prices of said property were secured.
The committes then felt that spme architectural work would be necessary and |
after sumerous meetings,. a plan and model were developed which would give us a
basis. on which to start talking in a more definite way: This plan provides pedes-
trian entrance to.the garage from Pacific Avenue, with elevators or escalators to
Commaerce Street level, -That all cars ¢an eater on the Commerce: Street leval
apd that the structures would he of ppen type concretp and proyided: with metered -
self parking stalls. .That in addition, Commerce Street would.be bridged ta 150 . -
foot span three or four stories high which would provide further parking aver
Commerce Street, thereby removing the necessity of acquiring further land, That
a passagaway then would be provided from this parking area over Cammerce Street
through the buildings abutting onto Broadway, thereby making these two garages
available to shoppers on three streets - Pacific Ayenus, Commerce and Broadway.

.. It was the committee's feeling that the garage at $0th Street shquld . .
Accommodate between 300 and 400 cars. - That the garage at 12th should accom-
modate possibly 100 less, apd in addition and possibly included.in the same over-all
program,; and at the same time ap effort should be made to develop parking on the

. secand sind third floors of the Rhodes; Parking l.ot, occupying between five and.
six hundred.feet. on: the upper side of Market Street between 9th and lith, and that
possibly a total of 500 stalls be included, thi.s making approximately 1000, stalls. -

. .., -The aforesaid is the result of a study of-some siximonths; and the park-
ing. opu;o that is suggested is felt to be necessary to meet the current.and future
needs of the downtown area in the foreseeable future.'. .. :: L T A (AU TOR

Cnuoe M. Syford distributed sketches of the proposed: za:ago -howm Pagific
Avenue. and Comnierce Stneet viewa.. Stores would occupy:the Pacific Avenna side




a person cauld drive into the garage on Pacific Avenuc and by means of an elevator or
escalator go to Broadway, he stated., - -

. . Mr. W. C. Larson asked why only a 300 or 400 ca.r garagc was contemplated
Mr Sytord rcp}xed that the cost of such an installation was appreoximately $2,000 a
space, and they had based their plan on 350 cars as they did not wish to, overload the
City with a large construction cost.

Mr. W. R. Medved, who operates pa.rkmg lots in downtown Tacoma.
claimed that a cheaper parking rate of 10¢ could be charged only if the parkmg operation:.
was subsidized.

Mr, Macdonald sand he did nat believe tlnn was true, bnt felt that the revenues
from the parking garage would be sufficient to pay prennea as well as take care of the
revenue bonds. :

Mr. Medvod also asked wha.t the Cxty of Tacoma. was expected to do about
this- problem. Mr. Macdonaldvsmd they had no special plans for the City to adopt, but
right now they were asking for a committee from the City to work with the Chamber of
Commerce Committee in an effort to solve the parking problom in dewntown: Tacoma.

: Mr. Wildiam P ‘Fitpold, Manager of Peoples.Store, stated that in a business
center, lhopping center or supermarket, the plans:call for 4 square feet of parking

ratio in downtown Tacoma is 1 1/3 \to ,1, Tacom; hao tq do a_ometbmg,to bring the people
down town, and he felt that providing additional off~stxest parking would not take the
revenues from garages now in.business, Mr. Fitpold, stated.. . He compared the available
parking space for 7,000 cars in downtown Tacoma with Villa Plaza which has free
parking space for 4,000 cars, and said something would have to be done to keep the
business downtown and bring some additional business back tq that section of the City.
. At this time (8:30 P. M.) Mrs.. Goering left to; attend another; maesting.
: . Mr. Forrest M. Rodgers, ,Manager of Payless Drug Store,. was the

next apaakpr. Mr. Rodgers. used the following seven chaxts. as the basis for his talk:
Chart #1 « "What can we do with all these cars?" In 1950; the Pierce County Car
Registration was 87,000 cars while in 1956 it was 128,000. This means more cars

are uging the City Streets and tearing them up, more street maintenance expense and
more traffic officers, all.of which puts a.terrific strain on the Gity hudget, Mr, Rodgers
stated,;. Chaxt #2 - "Is: this truq?! State Auto Registration figures shew an increase

of 41,000 vehicles or a 47% increase in percentage. Spsaking on this pqint, Mr.
Rodgexns said that of this 47% increase only 9% can get parking space downtown, and as
45% of the business is dome by, people: dxiving.carg, business is.bound to suffer.if cars
can't gat dowatown. He also; said that unleas we:can get cheapar parking such as 10¢

an hour qn a meter, with a 3 hour limit,.all the large stores will eventually have to go
to the outskirts of the City where parking facilities are available. ..Chaxt #3 -."Cities
all over the Country are doing something .ahout off-street parking,!' Many cities of

20, 000Q.t9.80,000 can park moxe cars than:the City of Tacoma,. . Qi.tinl of Tacoma's size
in most cases have made the . big chango and have. added. off-ptreoq parking. ;.

Chart §#4 «~ "Itg.a creeping paralysis.'  While there has been ap.incrsase of 47% in

the number_ of qgars there has only boen a 9% increase in cars, entering the central.
business, district largely for the reason there is no,place to park while shopping, Mr.
Rodgers stated. In solving the .parking probl em the peak hours must also be taken care
of, and the peak hours in the month of December arn terxible, ha.added. .
Chart #5,~ Number of cars.sntering the central business district - 1950 58,231; .

1951 61,314 1952 64, 785; 1953 65,236; 1954 64, 336; 1955 63,9645 1956; 65, 552;5,1957
03,447, - Whila the car population.was growing, parking was px;actically at a otandstiu.
and this hurtg City business, and parldng meter, reygnuel. Mr, Rod ery :tated

He estimated the City bas lost up to 15% on Business Tax alone in the ‘laut two or three

RS AN




years.’ Chart #6 - Loss-in Parking Meter R2venue. ' In 1950 66% of the cars came
into the Central Business district, while in 1957 only 49% come downtown. - If the"
City could park-8448 miore cars a day the City-would gain $634.20 daily’in revenue
or $198, 443 per-year: -If we could keep 1200-parking meters $198, 000 would come
into the City Treasury to retire bonds and business downtown would increase 38%,
Mr. Rodgers stated. Chart #7 - Business Tax-losses.:- The downtown merchants
paid $800, 000 or 80% of the business tax and $926,:000 or 15% of the property

tax. This amounts 1-3/4 million dollar tax income and unless the parking,' sit-
uation is corrected this income may decline, Mr. Rodgers stated.

-Mr. Robert R. Stoaks, President of Retail Trade Bnreau was the next
speaker and he read the following message. ‘

"The Retail Trade Bureau has been workmg on thu parkmg problem for §
years.. As you know some of the larger stores such as Sears, Rhodes, Schoenfelds
have developed parking facilities of their own. Over 60 additional merchants par-
ticipate in the parking ticket validation plan whereby the stores pay for the first
hour of parking for any customer buying $1.00 or more; but these have only been
""stop gap' measures to help alleviate the accute parkmg problem in Downtown
Tacoma. . .

: - The City of Tacoma has ftiled to meet the parking needs of our- central
business district. Many other cities throughout the nation have solved this problem
several years ago and as a result have alleviated the serious parking problem and
increased their tax revenue thru.increased Bueineee and Occupaﬁon Tax and in- .
creased real estate values. - )

: ‘With-the benefit of recent research and surveys the speculation abont
municipal parking has been whittled down to a very realistic and factual matter. -
It is possible to buy, build and operate these proposed parking facilities at 10¢ per
hour rate as a public utility at no expense to:the city. -Private capital just can'tdo i
on a 10¢ rate.- It is only thru the maximum 10¢ rate and the availability of new
"gelf park type gn'age" in the correct location- that the problem of parking can be
enewered . v

£ -Studies have e-tahliehed that downtown ehoppere in a city the eise of
Tacoma are unwilling to walk much more than 600 feet from their parking place.
For this reason we recommend three or four medium oised municipal parking ‘
facilities rather than one very large one. ‘ -

* © - A positive program to keep abreast of parking needs is abeolutely
essential to Tacoma. Unless positive action is taken immediately by you to start
the wheels rolling for the correction of this problem the downtown area will con-
tinue to dieinhgrete an f that ehould be allowed to happen. the eutlre City of
Tacoma -uf!erl. el o

‘Manay cities heve ettecked the parking problem boldly. Their actione
indicate that-they:recognize the economic need for adequate parking facilities ud
to make headway against the huge demands you have to make a solid start.

Here's a report (hold up book) that tells you 27 U. S. Cities have
attack the problem of parking. Itis time we in Tacoma get the "'ball rolling" here,
Downtown Tacoma is the hub of our city in civic, cultural and business affairs,
and a healthy downtown is essential to the welfare of the entire city.

- Approximately 80% of the city Business and Occupation Tax or $800. 000
annually and 15% of the property taxes of $926, 000 a year is paid by downtown -
business firms and property owners. If real eetate values and business volume

downtown decline, then a correepondlng proportion of the tax revenue lost by the
City would have to be paued along to bueinen and retldentiol prOperty in other '

!

parts of the City.
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. The work on this parking problem is far beyond the committee stage -
r:ommittee by the Retail Trade Bureau and committees by the Chamber of Commerce
.ave worked for months and years. ''Action' is what is needed now. : That action has
‘o be taken by you the City Council to help solve this. city problem., T
NOwW :
To summarize - the foll owing are the major reasona we feel that the
ity of Tacoma should immediately take steps to solve the parking program.
1. Tacoma is years behxnd the times in rehevmg the downtown Parkmg
situation. ‘ - - :
2.: -National statistics prove that husmeu increase up to 40% when
uroper off street parking facilities are provided. This of-course means increased
Business and Occupation Tax and increased amounts of property tax to the city.
3. With the big increase now in cars in the Tacoma area and the predicated
.ncrease by the traffic department in the next few yearn action is xmeranve now to
.elp solve the parking problem.
4. The total number of parking apacel now avaxlable both on the street and
o:f the street in the present garages is not any wheres near up to the modern standards.
It should be at least 4 to 1 ratio and our downtown area is only.about 1172 to 1, -
5. And as Mr. Fitpold pointed out those of us who have suburban operations
are v:tally interested in preserving our downtown operatxon bnt the parkmg problem
1s going te have to be solved before we can move ahead."

. 6, -Other cities have built fine city operatod pu-hng facilihen and solved
the prohlem oo--WHY NOT TACOMA? " : .

Mr Macdonald. Chairman of tho Comminoe thankod the Council for: the
opportunity to praunt the problem, and said they hoped the Cmmcil wonld appoint a
committee. to - work with their committee to solve this matter.- -

~The legal aspects of the City of Tacoma . engaging. in the b\uineu of off-
street pn-ldng as well as the legal rights of the City to condemn property for this
purpose was discussed., ' The City Attorney,. Marshall McCormick,- advised that: the
Attorney :General has given an opinion that.cities have.this right, but this opinion
has never been tested in Court.:: Bonding houses might ;insist on.a court test before
they would purchase revenue bords for such a pirpose.: Mr. McCarmick added.

- Various methods of financing a project of -the magnitude suggested
were discussed. - Thése were the purchase of theé revenue bonds by business people
and citizens, subsidizjpg the operation by the City of Tacoma , condemning of the
property by the City/ test case praved City has.this tight, and thcn glving private
entepprise the opportunity to handle the opération. - ' : T
- Mr, Tollefson said:the Association of. Wa-hington Citins hu beon aware
of the parking problem:and has attempted to do something .about it in the State- -
Legislature by (1). Passage of Home: Rule Laws which allow Citiss to.manage thoir own
affairs; (2) by passage of off-street parking bill by the Legislature.: He urged the:
Tacoma Chamber of Commerce to interest other Chamber of Cammerce Offices through-
out the: State in this :problem and:.urge them to assist. the Association of thingtor.
Cities in obtaining the necessary-legislation to take care of this matter. - ::<~
- . Mr. Stojack agked how large a committee the Chambeér. of: Cemmorc..,..
wanted to work on:this problem.. Mr, Macdonald replisd ‘that they did not need too
large a committee and suggested 12:or:15 members, 2/3.of the. membership.to -
be business men, and 1/3 from the City Government. : This: committee can bc oxpmded
after the details have been'worked out, Mr.: Macdonald added.- B
Mayor Anderson asked for volunteers fromuthe Council te¢: work on thu 31?

i
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€ommittes, and Dr. Battin, :Mr.” Tolléfson and Dr. Humiston volunteered. The
-Mayor appointed Dr. Battin Chairmaa of ‘the' Committes.. The Mayor thanked
- Mr. Macdonald and his Committee for the excellent: report and promiud that tho '
Council would take-action as soon as possible. ' -

UNFINISHED BUSINESS S - ' -
‘This being the date set by Council for the hearmg on the appeal of the

Investment Exchange Development Corporation (8-5-57) from the denial by the
City Planning Commission of their petition for rezoning from an R-3.Two Family
Dwelling District to'a C-1 Commercial District of property located on the south"
side of Center Street between Madison Stroot and Gunnison Streot. tho matter was
considered at this time.

"~ Mayor Anderson called on Marahan F Riconoscuito. Chau-mn of
the City Planning Commission, and Mr. Riconoscuito called attention to‘the
detailed report from the Planning Commission on this matter which had been furnish
each Council member prior to tonight's hearing. This report listed three reasons
for the Commission's denial of the petition: (1) It would constitute further ex-
tension of undesirable strip commercial zoning along Center Street beyond the
present logical western boundary at Madison; (2) There is a considerable amount of ;
property in the existing commercial zone which is not being used commercially; and

- (3) No evidence was found of a mistake in the original zoning or change of condition

the neighborhood which would warrant a recommendation for rezeaing. - The Teport
also answered each of the petitioner's arguments set forth in his appeal and conclud
with the statement that the rezoning could serve only one main purpose of granting
the petiticisn the special privilege of developing 3 service station to the property in
Question, andithat there is at present ample ‘zoning to serve the Oakland neighborhood

- and there: are five service stations presently located there; that further zoning

cannot be -supported by the needs of the community and acting on this evidence un«
favorable to the. petition, the Commission had no alternative but:to recommend.::
denial of the rezaning: ‘Mr. Riconoscuito said‘the Commission does not feel:any -

‘added iaformation has been submitted that would warrant changing their opinion.:

- Mr. Norton.Gordon, attorney for the Investment Egchange Development
Corporatiom presented the petitioner's case by pointing out ‘errors in the reasons
the City Planning Commission rejected the petition, illustrating his arguments- -
with numerous pictures of the neighborhoqd and of the gas station they 'duico':'tb' :
construct on' the property ini questioa. The poit s taken up:by Mr. Gordon were -
(1) It is an extension of undesirable strip zomning.’ : All commercial zoning is along

- the sides. of: major streets at points where either present business centers exist or

where the planners felt these centers will expand. . He. pointed out:that there has beo
a healthy:growth in the district and that since. the war nine new buildings have bsan:
erected in a four block strip, and at present there is no sizable piece:of land left

- for expansion. .(2) lofical westera boundary of this strip zoning is Madison Street,.

Most authorities ‘concede thiat logical land-use changes are determined by natural
barriers and therefore in Oakland the logical barriers are Union Avenue on the East
where an industrial sone begins and a major expressway exists; the beginning of .
Bantz ‘Boulevard.at Tyler Street on the west, .where-all access has been removed. foy
several miles, Mr. Gordon stated.: He claimed:the volume of traffic:(15,200 cars *
in 24 hours) makes this property undesirable for residential use and it is: practical t
permit the already established business center-to expand within the two natural .-
barriers.: (3) There already exists ample property:.in the-commercial zone not
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veing used commercially. Mr, Gordon said there is only one site on the south side of
(_enter Street which is not now used commencially,- plus one already purchased and
the building permit for this has been issued. On the north side there exists only one
unused #ité large enough for a modern station, which they have under option, as it is
their intention to make two improvements here. He felt there was a distinct public
necessity for a gas station as the namber of automobiles has increased at least-47%

in the last ten years and therefore more and more service smtm;s are’ necded. Mr.
‘ijordon otated ‘

- Mr., James O. Bem,« owner of-the proporty in qﬂestion, said he had pur-

« hased thn property for a residential site in 1950, .but due to the heavy traffic on the
street, he did not feel it was suited for this purpose. He has had no offers of purchase
tor a residence, but a number of people have expressed interest in the property for

. ommercial purposes, and for this reason would like to have it rezoned for Commercial
surposes, Mr. Beni, added; Mr. Keith Harrmon,‘ 4006 Center Street also spoke in
ravor of the rezoning. )

Mr. Marvin Studley, 3215 South G\mmson Strect, spoke aga.inlt tho
rezoning, saying he did not approve surrounding the beautiful pisyfield across: the
street with gas stations. There are now five service stations in the area and he has had
no trouble purchasing gas. Mr, Hollis Weid, 3219 South Monroe, -said ke coild see
no need for additional service stations, and that the streot was mostly residential, and
for this roauon be was opposed to the rezoning -

- Mz. Jdy Gould; one of.the owners of tho Invostmont Exchange Devolopmcnt
Cor poration said that they plan to install modern, up to the minute. service stations in
this area, which will be operated by Tacoma citizens.” They looked at the. location
from the air and-from the ground boforo attempting to- go 'lnto tho doal and they feel
this is an idoal location. - s e ok RO j4 i

Mz, Riconoscuito pointed out: that a great dn.lwof the: stvip zoning now in
~xistenace was not from Planning but due to growth, : The Commission is making an
effort to-stop strip zoning wherever ;pouible. he stated.:: Also the Commission felt that
major streets-should be used for the pnrpou of handling trafﬁc rather tlun for
business: purpout. ‘he added.: SRS fd s '

:i. At this time: (10: 30 P. M.) Mru Goering rot\n'nod irom the: muﬁng lho
had attended and took her seat at the Council-meeting./ .= -~ ¢~ : i .

- Mr, Jensen: pointed out:-that Center Street'is. tho Oaldand ucighborhood
Shopping Center ‘and stated he felt the City.should pmovide room for expansion for
business-in this part of.the City. .Mr.  Jensen said he believed thatiin the future this
property will’undoubtedly be:. zoned commercial’ and that it chould be dono now to nke
care of future development in the district, - < ' il un R T T A

- Mr, Stojack, Council representative on the Planning Commi-oion. utviud
that the'Commission and the Staff had studied this case carefully from all angles.: It
was moved by Mr., Stojack, ‘seconded by Dr. Battin to concur in the:recommendation
of the City Planning-Commission to deny the petition. . RoIll call;  Ayes 4; Battin, ’
Humiston, Perdue, ‘Stojack; Nays 5;: Bratrud, Goering, Jensen; Tollefson and Mayor
Anderson. Absent 0. The motion was declared lost on-rollicall, . .- ° i~ (i,

It was then moved by Mr,. Jensen, seconded by Mr. Bratrud, that the
City Attorney be instructed to prepare the necessary amendment to the zoning-. U
ordinance, rezoning the south side of Center Street between Madison Street and
Gunnison: Street:-to a C-1 Commercial District, -in order to sustain the vote of the
Council on the appeal. - Motion carried on roll-call: Ayes 6; Bratrud, Goering,: Humis-
ton, Jensen,. Tollei.ou.xAndoroou.: Nays 3, Battin. Perdue and Stojack Abgent 0.
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. . This being: the date to which Gouncil continued the hearing on the - ...
.ppcal of - Zellcnbanh Paper Company, (6234-57) in reference to a deficiency in -
their business tax, .the matter was dbrought up for considaration at this time. -
The Glerk reported that a letter had been received from Richard K.- Quinn, Attormey
for.the Zellexhach Paper Company, advising they have submitted a proposal to the
City of Seattle, excluding Tacoma transactiona;from the Seattle tax base, but have
not received an answer as-yet, and asking that the Tacoma hearing be postponed - ;
until September 30th, 1957. It was moved by Dr. Battin, seconded by Mr. Tollef-
son that the hearing: be. contumed to. Sﬁptembqr 30., 1957 .Motion ca:ned on roll
call:- Ayu 9; Nayc 0; Abaent.o S L R T
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NEW nusmxss: et et _f C e e i e
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A . .. Mre. Asthur Auo.., 7016 North 17thStreet, presented the Council with a
petition signed by 340 residents of the City of Tacoma, asking the City Council to:
take action necessar y.te correct.the air,pollution by contaminants from local indus-
try. and the Smelter in an.adjacent town, which is injurious to vegetation and causes
. an unreasonable interference with the comfort, -health and reasonable enjoyment of
man's propeatty. .MMns. Alsos said the: Smelter fumes destroy plants for which the
company will pay a small an:ount. - Howevey- it also is harmful to the health of the
citizens of Tacoma, she asserted. Mayor Anderson referred.the petition to:the- City
Manager ta sse what:can be:done in this.matter,- as a large part of theSmelter is in
the town of Ruston.. : Mrs. Goering asked if Ruston had any right to gegulate the .
Smelter. -Mr. :McCormick advised that Ruston would-have the right to pass-air -
pollution legislation to protect the property and health of its citizens: -Mr;: - -
Donald J. Mescher, 7001 North 13th, stated that the most.avident damage - was: .

to plaats, but:he also felt. quite:certain that somea.of the fumes are injurious to
health..- Mr. Masacher asked if there was not.some City Health-Committee, .which,
could iwoxk with the Pollutien;Committee in an effort to determine how harmful .
to human being these fumes actually are. - He was:informed that there was no such
committee. Mr, Rowlands pointed out that funds have been included in the 1958,
budget to provide much.needed air pollution qontrol equipment.so that Air Pollution
Director, Joel Durnin would e able to do a much,more effective job in. the future.
Along. this:same line, Mr. Rowlands reported that he had beeceived a petition

signed by Jossph H. Hermasen, et al (33 signatures) asking.that the brick chimney

- of the incinerator. at.the new Safeway Store #329, at South:llth-and M Streets, :be.:
raised atleast.thizty-five faet ovar its present height, in.order to: keep the:smoke
from contaminating the air and destroying.the paint on the houses of surxounding: -
‘residents,; and causing & nuisange .due:to the-odor.; ..The operation of incinerators
' at numerous stores throughout the City is. competing with the City Garbage . - .-

Department and cutting into the.revenues received by: the City for. this parvice, . .
Myr. Rowlands stated.. Mrs. Goering said she would like to know what authority the
City of-Tacoma hag. to regulate the Smelter and what we cqn do to:work \n coopqn-
tionwithRultonqnthiumatter.- e T S SRRLE o
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UNFINISH.ED BUSINESS
o Lo o RS 75 PR R T¥ I PS TR B R
. Thn matter of L ID Pu:ticipation Px:ogum was brouzht up and ducuuo
o bripﬂy ut thip time, -due to the lateneaa of the hour..: Dr.. Humiston said-that the :

.report the Council members had received on this matter from:-the City Enginser wa
;. one of the best prepared reports he had seen. He would agree with the recommend-~
» ations on Page 12 of this report, Dr. Humiston ssated. He submitted the following
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list of charges per front foot which he suggested that the property owners be charged:
Portland  cement pavement $8. 00 plus storm draip; asphaltic concrete pavement,

$7. 00 plus storm drain; resurfacing $1. 50; oil mat no participation; alleys, concrete
$4.50, asphalt $2. 50; sidewalks, $2. 75, the City to pay the balance of the cost.

He also suggested that as soon as possible the sewer income should be raised so it
would no longer be necessary for the L I D fund to participate in paying the cost of
sanitary sewers. Dr. Humiston asked the City Attorney if it would be possible for
the City to put a millage levy on the ballot without itemizing special projects, and
Mr. McCormick replied that this was possible.. Mr. Jensen said he too thought this
was a fine, well prepared report. However, he did not believe that the Couneil
should tamper with the rates suggested in the report. If rates are raised, the City
would have to raise its appropriation, Mr. Jensen added. Dr. Humiston said he

felt the City should get into other fields such as sidewalks and alleys also. Mr.
Rowlands pointed out that most cities assess the property owners 100% for improve-
ments. One of the biggest challenges is storm drainage, but this should come out

of bonds. Dr. Humiston pointed out that certain kinds of improvements have more
voter appeal, as it seems to be much easier to get a bond issue for streets and
street lights passed, than it does to get a favorable vote on storm sewer and sanitary
sewer issues. For this reason it might be a good idea to devote all the L I D Parti-.
cipation funds to storm and sanitary sewers, and depend on a bond issue for other
improvemens. Mr. Tollefson agreed that this was a good’idea. Dr. Humiston said
there is not enough money available for L I D participation and the City was going to
have to find some other source of revenue. He favored a 'ingle shot millage issue
for LID participaﬁon. Dr. Humhton added

Boforo tdjourning. thc City Manager ackod to havo an opport\mxty to take
up the following matters briefly with the Council;

A (1) ‘M.C.158 - Community Directional Parking Signs. This M C sets -’
forth administrative procedures to control the erection of'these signs, as it was felt
by the Traffic Engineer rather than be an amendment to the sign ordinance. He would
like to have the City Council's approval of this manner of handling the Directional
Signse to Community Pu'hing lots, Mr. Ro\vlandn sutod. Gouncil concurred in MC-ISB.

)L.-' () Mr. Rowuudl callod attention to the hcu'ing on Septembcr 26th in the
Public Library on the extension of waterways. He pointed out that there are some prob-
lems between the Port of Tacoma and the Utility Board relative to utility facilities
now in use on’ Lincoln Avenue. 'The Water Division has & problem as it is now using the
City Strut and the Belt Line also uses the street, since-it is propoud to vacate the
street, "It was suggested that the City Manager invite the Chairman of the Utility Board
to appear before the Council at the next meeting and report what progreu has been made
on the solution of these problems. - . i I
Mr. Rowlands reported that the Utility Board is .chodulod to appou' bafore

the Council for a discussion of its budget next Monday night, " " ! -

carried, Council adjourned.df;ll:&S P.M

Upon motion duly seconded and

Attest: 1/’// 7z %/ Lovito






