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CITY COUNCIL BUDGET Hfu\RING

-Mayor Johnston called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

Thursday, November 20, 1975 -7 :oO~!~;~
City Council Chambers

Me Hork br i e fly rev i eWl·d the nc comp1 Lshrnen t s of the var 10U8 departments during
i.975 and some of r hv goals they hope to ach Icve during 1976. He stated that the
combination of avaI l.ab l.e r evcnue sharing mon l e s and good budget process resulted in a."., _.'.,of

balanced budget hoLng pr cr.un t cd to the Counc l 1 (or 1976. He aa td , however. that the cost:-.\'
of doing Cf.t y bn s Ino s s is rai s Lng at the rar o of about 11 percent, whiletevenues are~nl)(i
approximately six pe r c c-nt . lie stated that 1976 is pe rhapa the last year the City will be:':",;
able to present suc h :1 budget wi.t hou t some major deletions. He noted the 1976 budget, ·t~

p r e s ent s it present. level o f service with no major additions projected. The Manager fi.
-"'~l

stated that he lias inslrllct('d his adm i n t s t r a t Lve s t af f to begin consideration of future _.~

budget p rob l oms that can be ant i r Lpa t ed in 1977 and 1978. '::-:t
~r',~

Assistant City ~l,lIla!;l'r, Sove r o Esquiv('l, r ev l ewed the efforts of the adminlstration'8:t~
Budget RevLew Team, s t a t e d that OIW and t hr ec vqun r t c r s ml.Ll Ion dollars had been cut from ",:;:
the r cgu l a r r e que s t s submit led by t.hv dupn r t.rncnt.s . Included tn the cuts, he said, was
approximately $206,000 in vqu i pmon t r e n t n l and/or motor pool charges. He stated, however,
that additional funds wert' p r ov f d c d for c cr t a In supplemental programs which have particular
s i gn i fie a nee t.0 t lu- c: j 1- Y.

Present on roll call: 8 - Egan, Herrmanh~ Hudson, Nalley, Nelson, Sohtitag,
and Hayor Johnston. Absent: 0 (One Counc 11 Vacan cy) •

On behalf of the Council, Nayor Johnston welcomed the citizens- present and urged -th~U{~~.i_!'
to participate in the deliberations of the Council on the proposed 1976 City of Tacoma - <-: .....
Budget. He introduced Mr. Erling Mork, City Manager, who reviewed the butlgethearlng .c·'::·;;:i\-»
schedule with the Counci 1 and the c I t Lacns present. He po In t.ed out tha~ton:lghtCoU1\c:il:~;:);t:f;;
will hear a preview of the General Government Budget, followed by Friday nightt.NoVt!JJlb~t..~~:t'c
with specific presentations by the Mctropoli~an Park Board, Tacoma Public Libr~ry,

Humane Society, 'l'acomo /P Le r ce County Health Department, the Civic Art$ Commiss:l:otl, :
Probationary Services) followed by City Council d t scuss Ions , He stated'the.heaTi1\ga:lt~ll',
cont Inue Monday evening) November 24th, with presentations by the Departlllent'~f·1?",b:t.~(V<"
Ur I l Lt f.e s and City Employee Union presentations. On Tuesday, November 25th, '. t\eo·s~id::·the'_;·,:!~
Council is scheduled to conclude its de lt be r a t f.ons following the regUlarCltyCoUQciL'<f~

meeting) which begins at .') p i m, -•

•
City li nn nc.« Dl rc c t o r , LltOI ~1iltplstal'dl, t hc-n pr e scut.ed a review of the detail of

City revenues and expe-nditu re s .

Hr. Esqu i vc 1 p r e s en t.o d a progr am e omp r IS 1 ng the SUPI> Icment a I requests which have been
r ecommcnded for Iuc Iu s Ion in the 11)76 hud ge t ill t hc- amount of approximately $356,000.
During the discuss ion, Counc i Iman Sunn tag a skcd the Cl t.y Hanager to prepare appropriate
action to reinstatl' $190)922 in the slIppll'mentals for ten additional police officers,
which he proposed would he Ln add it f ona 1 to t ho f l ve of f leers recommended in the
supplemental proposals.
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There be Ing no further citizens wtshIng to be heard and no add f.t Lonaf itetnsbe'fOj7O':,.. ,-,_,
the Counc I 1, Hayor .Johns t on n.·ces~wd the rnoe t Lng at 9 :43 p vm, until thefollo\Jing ,ev~nl~8:~~·r-:~"
Friday, November 21st, at 7 p v m, l n the Clly Council Chambers. Mayor Johnaron then' .:-:',<
declared the meeting recessed.

Appearing in support of Mr. Russell were fallow Conunittee members Tracy Barnes,
a Metropolitan Park District Conunissioner and Hr. Ed McManus, 1938 South Fawcett.,

, :::',:~~~
Also speaking was Mr. Ted Arnell, who suggested the Council should give cons1dera- ",:,~.:.,(i1.r.~

tiona to adjusting transit rates, particularly with respect to sertiorsahdhandicapp(!.d ~-

cit izens, to cut the City Manager' 8 Budget t and to urge employment of additionlllpolle,e~.'{~

Mr. Robert Ellner also appen r ed before the Council to suggest the func!ing of':i!l
City position to inve!:itigate and to control the possible expulsion of dangerous g.a8e~

in the co~nunity.
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No further action was taken by member.s of the Council on the additional
~upplemental items.

Mrs. Ruth Kors, Chairman of the Citi~ens Budget Committee, appeared before the
'Council and requested that she would rather be heard at the outset of the meeting on
Friday, November 21st', to which the Council agreed.

}fro Frank Russell, '1728 Karl Johan Road, appeared before the Council representing
, the Citizens Ad Hoc. Committee in the "Kit Street area. He noted that his Committee' :has.

been meeting for' approximately four mOilths and was specifically appearing before 'the
Council in support of the additional police officers recommended in the supplemental
budget.
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