
C ! T Y C 0 U N C I L MINUTES 

City Council Chambers 
Tuesday, July 23rd, 196a 

The meeting was called to c.rdet' by Mayor Rasmussen at 4 P. H. 

Present on roll call 9: Banfield , Bott, Cvitaoich, Finnigan, Herrmann, 
Johnson, Murtland, Zatkovich and Hayor Rasmussen. 

Absent O. 

The Flag Salute was led by Mr . Murtland . 

Mrs. Banfield moved that the amendffient to the Council minutes of the meeting 
of May 7th, 1968 be approved. Seconded by Mr. Cvitanich. 

Mr. Finnigan moved that the word amendment be changed to addend~ to the 
minutes of May 7th, 1968. Seconded by Dr. Herrmann. Voice '\Tote taken. Motion 
carried. 

Voice vote was taken on the motion to approve the addendum to the minutes 
of May 7th, 1968. Voice vote taken. Motion carried. 

Mr. Murtland moved that the minutes of July 2nd, 1968 
submitted. Seconded by Mr. Cvitanich. Voice vote taken. 

Mrs. Banfield said she would like to have a statement 
of May 7th, 1968. 

be approved as 
Motion ca r ried . 
added to the minutes 

Mayor Rasmussen asked Mrs. Banfield to bring this up under Comments. 

RESOLUnoNS : 

Resolution No. 19798 

Fixing Tuesday, August 6th, 1968 at 4 P. M. as the date for hearing for the 
annexation of property located on the S. W. corner of East 72nd St. and Portland 
Ave. (petition of Tacoma-Shamrock Inc.) 

Mrs. Banfield moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Mr. 
Cv1tanich. 

The Resolution was passed unanimously by voice vote. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absen~ 0; 

Resolution No. 19799 

Fixing Tuesday, August ~th, 1968 at 4 P. M. as the date for hearing for the 
rezoning of the S. E. corner of No. 7th and Orchard Sts. from an "R-2" to an 
"R-4-L" District. (petition of Alfred R. Orlando) 

Mrs. Banfield moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Mr. 
Cvitanich. 

The Resoiution was passed unanimously by voice vote. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 
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Resolution No. 19800 

Fixing Tuesday, August 20th, 1968 at 4 P. M. as the date for hearing on the 
vacation of So. 18th between Shirley and Winnifred Streets. (petition of Bill 
Mar Homes) 

Mrs. Banfield moved that the res elution be adopted. Seconded by Mr. 
Cvitanich. 

The Resolution was passed unanimously by voice vote. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

Resolution No. 19801 

Fixing Monday Aug. 26th, 1968 at 4 P. M. as the date fo r he~ing on LI D 
6895 for street lights along 65th Ave. N. E. from 19th St . N. E. to 25th St . 
N. E. and other nearby streets. 

Mrs. Banfield moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Mr. 
Cv1tanich. 

The Resolution was passed unanimously by voice vote. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

Resolution No. 19802 

Awarding contract to Grinnell Construction Co. on its bid of $3, 050.00 
for W. o. 55770. 

Mr. Finnigan moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Dr. Herrmann . 

The Resolution was passed unanimously by voice vote. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

Resolution No. 19803 

Rejecting the bid of LID 4821 as it e}~ceeded the Engineer's estimate. 

Mr. Finnigan moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Banfield. 

Mr. Schuster, Director of Public Works, e:'tplained there was only one bid 
received for this project and it exceeded the engineer's estimate. TIe said the 
department intends to re-advertise but it will be later in the summer aE more bids 
will be received. 

Mayor Rasmussen stated he understood the LID fund is e;c:hausted. for this 
yea%'o He wondered bow much would have to be supplemented to allow further im
provements. 

Mr. Schuster stated that the policy of the Council has been to rJatch approxi·· 
mately 25'%.. 

Mayor Rasmussen asked Mr. Rowlands why a request for an emergency ordinance 
has not been submitted to the City Council in regard to this matter. 

Mr. Rowlands, City ~nager, explained he was familiar with this situation and 
he would request that a study session be held next Monday noon, July 29th: 1968 
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to review with the City Council the matching fund program for L I nis and Urban 
Arterials . 

Mayor Rasmussen requested that lofr. McCormick~ City Attorney, draft an emer
gency ordinance appropriating $100,000 out of surplus funds to the LID 
improvement fund for the Council to pe r use. 

Mr. Rowlands asked that the study session next Mond3Y noon alse take up 
priorities for the Ruston Way Program. 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted by voice vote. 
Ayes 9; Nays OJ Absent O. 

Resolution ~19804 

Amending Rule 5 of the Rul ,;!s of the Government of the City Council. 

Mr. Cvitanich moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Mrs. Banfield 

The Resolution was set over for one ,..reek according to the Rules of the ~" 
Government of the City Council. 

Resolution No. 198~ 

Authorizing the City of Tacoma to participate in the "Operation Mainstream" 
work program of the U. S. Dept. of Labor . 

Dr. Herrmann moved that the resolution be adopted, Seconded by Hr. Murtland. 

Mr. Rowlands, City Manager~ explained that the program of Operation MBin
stream has had a fair degree of success as out of the (21) pOSitions approved for 
Tacoma for 1968, (12) persons have been hired full time, (4) from the City and 
(8) by private industry. 

The Resolution was passed by voice vote. 
Ayes 7: Bott, Finnigan, Herrmann, Johnson, Murtland, Zatkovich and Mayor Rasmussen . 
Nays 2: Banfield and Cvitanich. Absent O. 

Resolution No. 19806 

Autborizing the proper officers of the Ci.ty to transfer certain real property 
in the area of So. 15th St. and Sprague Ave. on the records of the City of Tacoma 
from the Transit Dep~. to the Dept. of Public Works. 

Mr. Cvitanich moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Mr. Murtland . 

The Resolution was unanimously passed by voice vote. 
Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent O. 

Resolution No. 19807 

Authorizing the proper officers of the City to transfer $49,200.00 from the 
Project Expenditure Account, Wash. R-14 to the Street & Bridge Fund of 1958 for 
certain properties in the area of So. 10th and Pacific Ave. 
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Dr. Herrmann moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by Mr. Finnigan. 
Mr. James Wright, Urban Renewal Direc tor. expla:Lned) under the current design 

tbat is being worked out with the Parking Corporation a garage is included starting 
at a 50 foot distance from the Rust Bldg. and running to wi thin 50 or 55 feet of 
9th Street, leaving an open space development at either end. He further stated, 
that the Street and Bridge Fund Bonds were used to purchase this particular piece 
of property in 1960. This resolution, proposes to reimburse the Bridge fund in 
the amount of $2~,200.00 from the Urban Renewal Project Expenditure Account of 
Wash. R-14. 

Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, explained the Bond fund was voted on by the 
people in 1958 for the extension and betterment of the street system, including 
the escalades. This $49,200.00 will reimburse the Bond fund, as this amount of 
money was borrowed from the fund to purchase the right-of-way for the escalades. 
It is now proposed tbat the land be sold to Urban Renewal to complete the assemblage 
of the land for the off-street parking garages. 

The Resolution was passed by voice vote. 
Ayes 7: Bott, Finnigan, Herrmann, Johnson, Murtland, Zatkovich and Mayor Rasmuss en . 
Nays 2,: Banfield and Cvi tanich. Absent O. 

Resolution No. 1980~ 

Expressing the opinion of the City Council that the lo ..... eriog of the require
ments for an examination for Police Patrolman from that of s high school diploma 
to that of a certficate of (GED) test is detrimental to the morale of the members ~~ 
of the Tacoma Police Dept. and not in the best interests of the citizens of the \ 
City of Tacoma. 

Mr. Zatkovicb moved that the resolution be adopted . Seconded by Mrs. Banfield, 
Mr. Zatkovich stated that Ed Cutler, President of the Tacoma Police Union 

was here to express the opinion of the rank and file policemen relative to the GED 
test in place of a high school diploma for Police Patrolmen examinations. 

Mr. Batt asked if the Police Dept. at this time had any officers ,..,ho had 
passed the GED examinations for thei r appoinbnents. 

Mr. Rowlands, City Manager, stated that (14) officers had joined the force 
with an educational leval of less than high school gradu~tion. He mentioned that 
the grade level of the office4s ranges from the 8th to 11th grade with one having 
a GED certificate. These appointments were made betueen 1942 and 1947. He added, 
this last call for applica t ions netted 127 app1icantB, out of the 127 applicants 
there were 26 persc;ns with GED certifica tes. 

Mr. Zatkovich said there is no question t hat standards had to be waived during 
the war period, hcnt1ever, his point is, that today, there are sufficient high school 
graduates for existing vacancies and the mini mum requirements should be ra1.5eJ. 

Mr. Rowlands felt that persons who returned to their schooling and oBssed the 
GED test might have a higher motivation than traditional graduates. 

Dr. Herl~nn felt if this resolution is passeJ, the Council would be denying 
some potent~al. highly-motivated individual from even taking the examination and 
possibly becoming a police officer. 

Mr. Frank Russell, r~siding at 1728 Karl Johan Rd., President of the Local 
NAACP chapter, felt this resolution should not be passed because candidates with 
GED certificates sbould be allowed to take the police examination, whether white 
or black. 
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Mro Edward W. Cutler, President of the Tacoma Police Union, spoke and pointed 
out that the Police membership was violently opposed to use 0': the GED certificate. 
He stated that 7rJ'k of all police departments require a police candid::lte to have a 
high school diploma. He quoted an article that advo:ates college reql\iremel1t:s for 
Policemen will be in order in the next iew years. 

Dr . Her rmann felt that the Union in opposing this so violently is stating 
that a man who has a GED certification is not as intelligent or as mentally mature 
as an individual who has a high school diploma. He just did not bel:i.e\re this 
could be true . 

Mayor Rasmussen asked the procedure of the Civil Service Board and Civil 
Service examination. 

Mr. McCormick, City Attorney~ explained that under the City Charter the du t) 
and obligation of providing for a merit system is given to the Civil Se~vice Board . 
They promulgate thf~ rules and regulations and also the ordinances which are then 
recommended to the City Council. They also have the responsibility of seeing 
that the proper qualifications are administered as directed. The City Council 
recommends to the Board and the Board does have the final decision 01 establishing 
a list. 

Mro Johnson stated he did not approve of the GED test if it is to be given 
by just anyone. 

Mr. Rowlands stated he had been in~ormed the GED tests are administered by 
School officials, Army officials and if the Personnel Dept. of the City was under 
some reciprocal agreement with the schools : they could perhaps administer them. 

A number of persons spoke from the audience in favor of the GED testso 
Mr. Bott sugg,~sted that this resolution be postponed until someone from the 

Tacoma School District could come to address the Council in this regEird. 
Mr. Johnson stated he would support any desire that Mr. Zatkovich has to 

increase standards, but he did feel they were maintaining existing staL'dards and 
were not lowering them. 

After further discussion, Mr. Finnigan moved to postpone the resoilltion for 
two weeks, until Aug. 6th, 1968. Seconded by ~rr. Bott. Voice vote taken . Motion 
carried ~ 

Mr. Zatkovich questioned whether Mr. Rov71ands, City Manager and the Personnel 
Dept. had abided by the City Charter in allowing the GED test in place of a high 
school diploma. He therefore asked that Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, determine 
if the Civil Service Board had approved acceptance of the GED for police candidates . 

Dr. Herrmann asked if the Council has the power to hold off this examination 
for Police Patrolm3n for two weeks. 

Mr. McCormick, City. Attorney, stated the e:tamination could be held if the 
Civil Service Board decides that it should be given, however, the Council can 
suggest to them that it should be held ~p. 

FIBST READING OF ORDINANC:SS: 

Ordinance No . 18630 

Amending Chapter 13.06 of the officia l code by adding a new section 13006,120-51 
to include property at the S. W. corner of So , 15th cSt Sprague Ave o in .a lie-Ill 
District. (petition of Luzon John Mondau) 

The ordinance was placed in order of final reeding. 
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FINAL F.EADING OF ORDINANCES: 

Ordinance No. 18629 

Amending Section 13.06.010 of the )fficial code of the CLty of Tacoma defining 
car washing facilities. 

Roll call was taken on the ordinan:e, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 9: Banfield, Batt, Cvitanich, Fin:ligan, Herrmann, Johnson, Murtland, Zatkovich 
and Mayor Rasmussen. 

Nays 0: Absent O. 
The Ordinance was declared passed by the Chairman. 

UNFINISHED and/or NEW BUSIh1&SS: 

a. The Director of Public Works presents the assessment roll for the cost 
of the improvement in LID 6886 for street lights between So. 12th & 19th Sts . 
from Stevens to Proctor St. 

Mrs. Banfield moved that Monday, August 26th, 1968 at 4 P. M. be set as the 
date of hearing for the assessment roll for LID 6886. Seconded by Mr. CVitanich . 
Voice vote taken. Motion carried. 

Mayor Rasmussen stated that Mr. Ro~lands, City Manager, was to inform him 
about the status of an application by the Tacoma-Pierce County Opportunity 
Development Inc . for a federal grant in the amount of approximately $200,000 
to set up a rat-control program. 

Mr. Rowlands, City Manager, explained a check had been made with the He3lth 
Dept. and the County-City Health Dept. would continue to administer the rcdent
control operation, however, he had had no word as to whether the City of Tacoma 
would be among the cities receiving the federal grant. 

Mayor Rasmussen said he had been informed that the OD! plans to establish 
an organization with a director, two assistants and two secretaries. He felt 
such a step would be wasteful and a duplication, as the City has its own rat ./t

d 
~ 

control program. ~ 
Mayor Rasmussen asked why some of the budget surplus has not been spent to 

escala~e the war on rats. 
Mr. C. Gaisford, Director clf Finance, explained it is his duty to predict 

revenues eighteen months in advl:lDce and in reviewing the Finance Department's 
report it is shol,'n that the $237,000 is being used in the 1969 budget. 

Mayor Rasmussen stated he c:ould not understand why the surplus is placec~ 
in the budget for next year when the rat-control problem has been escalating and 
the matching funds for the LID program have been depleted. 

***** 
b. Request from Lyle Green asking to make a presentation to the City Council 

relative to the City Manager. 

Mayor Rasmussen asked Mr. Green who was in the audience, if he had signed 
the letter that he submitted to the City Council. 

Mr. Green stated he had authorized Mrs. Lucille Hurst to sign his letter 
because he was out of town last week. 

Mayor Rasmussen said the new Rules adopted by the Council would rule ~rr. 

/ 
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GreenDs request invalid, and out of ord~r as he or his secretary had not signed the 
letter. He asked that Mr. Green send a letter to the Council signed by himself 
if he wished to address the Council. 

Mr. Johnson appealed the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. Bott and Mr. Murtland stated,they \Yere satisfied that Mrs. Hurst was 

acting as Mr. Green's secretary pro-tem. 
Roll call was taken on whether the ruling of the Chair shall be sustained, 

resulting as follows: Ayes 4: Banfield, Cvitanich, Zatkovich and Mayor Rasmussen 
Nays 5: Bott, Finnigan, Herrmann, Johnson and Murtland. Absent O. l-Iotion 12..§.!. 

Mr. Green presented petitions to the City Council asking that Mr. Rm·llands 
be retained as City Manager. 

***** 
c. Virginia Shackelford, President of the Tacoma-Hilltop Citizens As soc . 

requesting to speak on the matter of the misue of taxpayers money and a matter 
concerning the Tacoma-Hilltop Citizens Association. 

Mrs. Shackelford read from the June 25th, 1968 Congressional Record regard
ing proliferation of federal programs. She was concerned about the Narcotic 
Center in the City and how the federal monies will be spent. She felt that the 

I 

representatives from our City Council on the Puget Sound Regional Conference ~ 
should look into this matter as it does involve the taxpayers money . Also that r~ 
they ask Governor Evans about the Puget Sound Regional Drug Abuse Agency . I 

Mayor Rasmussen requested l1r. r-icCormick, City Attorney, to contact the 
State Attorney General in regard to this new agency. 

Mrs. Shackelford filed more petitions with the Council co~tending that a 
dangerous precedent was set when Mr. Rowlands allowed the Nodel Cities grant 
application to be enlarged without Council's approval. 

Mrs. Shackelford also stated the Tacoma-Hilltop Citizens Association are 
questioning enforcement of the law in that area. She also asked about the 
incorporation of the K St., Tri~Mart and East Side areas. She felt this could 
not be done within a City. 

Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, explained that a section of a City cannot be 
incorporated as a City within a City . Clubs as non-profit organizations or 
societies incorporate under the corporation laws of the State. 

Mrs. Shackelford stated that thiefs had ransacked every garage in the 38th to 
40th St. area in the alley just two days ~ fter pic~ures were taken. She wondered 
if the material that the Housing Improvement Agents gathered was filed away in 
the Public Works (.ffices, and i f it were public information. 

Mayor Rasmussen s t ated he knew that the City employees had no connection 
to any robberies end any material was public information. 

Mr. Rowlands, City Manager, explained that the Dept. of Public Works and ~he 

Housing Improvement Agents have been particularly conscientious that the property 
owners are home when any pictures are to be taken. 

COMMENTS BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 

Mr. Cvitanich inquired when the Annual report from the Fire Dept. would be 
submitted. / 
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Mr. Rowlands, City Manager, stated that he would look into the Dlatt~r but 
he felt that details are being compiled at this time . 

Mayor Rasmussen announced that the Council meet s witb the Civic Arts Com
mission on t-lednesday, July 24 th, 1968 a t Noon. 

***** 
Mr. Zatkovich requested that Ma)or Rasmussen check with the Civi l Service 

Board to ask if they did meet in reference to the GED tests . 
Mayor Rasmussen requested that Mr. McCormick, City Attorney, take care of 

this request so the Council can have an official reply . 

Mrs. Banfield said she would like to make a statement regarding the discussion 
on Resolution No. 19690 of the May 7th, 1968 minutes; that the taxpayers paid 
approximately $226,000 for these escalades and these escalades consist of one set 
cf Escalades, one going up and one goiog down and that the OY' o:!rall cos t was 
approximateq $873,000. The $226,000 was to take care of this particu:.ar se t of 
escalades only. Mrs. Banfield said she brought this up a s she felt ~t would be 
of benefit to the Council in the future . 

***** 

I'mMS & REPORTS FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK: 

a. Joint report on Suggestion Systems of the City of Tacoma for 1967 . 
b. Fire Dept. report for the month of May 1968. 
c. Tacoma Police Dept. report for the month of June 1968. 

Mr. Bott moved that the meeting be adjourned. Seconded by }k . Finnigan , 
Voice vote taken. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P. M. 

Attest:~~ac.ad~ 
(; : ' ty Clerk 




