
Council met in regular session. 
"·.~~iston, Jensen, Perdue, Stojack, Tollefson. 
" : -!.7 P. M. 

cotJNCIL CUAHBU, 7145 P.M. 

)Ionday, April 25, 1955. 

Present 8; Bat~in, Bratrud, Goering, 
Absent 1; Hooker, taking his seat at 

It was moved by Dr. Battin, seconded by }~. Perdue, that the minutes of 
?revious meeting, copies of which had been mailed by the Clerk to each Councilman, 

::!~)proved and the reading thereof be dispensed with. !-lotion carried on roll call: 
- -::- S 8; Nays 0; Absent 1; Hooker. 

RlTT1N: 

Authorizing the proper officers of the City to enter into a scpp1ement
~~reement with the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad C~any to agree

-;:1. dated October 15, 1954, authorized by Resolution No. 13899 (substitute mutually 
;::rated signals for equipment in the original a~reement a~ the Railroad's crossing 

: the intersection of Pacific Avenue, South 26th Street and Wakefield Drive). 

". ; o?ted on roll call April 25, 1955. 
"c's 9; Nays 0; Absent- O. 

o'S c·lution No. 14244. 

Authorizing the proper officers of the City of Tacoma to sell from 
to 50 tons of scrap metal accumulated by the Public Works Department to George 

::~aels, on his bid and offer .to pay therefor the sum of $21.50 pe~.ton. 

-- 'r-,~)ted on roll call A~il 25, 1955 • 
. "(;5 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

-'~"solution No. 14245 •. 

,'. J!:;~~SENI 
Authorizing private sale of all right, title and interest of the City 

, Tacoma aCquired by and through local icprovement district assessments and fore-
-' ~_()5Ure proceedings to Edward A. Driscoll for $48.06 in cash, covering Lot 15, Block 
.. ~'ll, Caughran's Addition, located at 2345 South Tacoma Avenue. 

- :o;>ted on roll call April 25, 1955. 
· ··cs 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

, ll~ r READlNG OF ORDINANCES: 

riinance No. 15316. 
Authorizing and directing the City Attorney of the City of Tacqma to 

- '..Tchase and/or institute and prosecute 'an action in the Superior Court of the State 
. hashington for Pierce County, under the right of eminent domain for the purpose 
.' acquiring additona1 property for a site for the location of a water reservoir; 
rov!ding for the taking and damaging of property; and providing for the payment there
()r. llead by title. and placed in order of fin~l reading. 



r'linance No. 15317. 

Ar.1Cnding· Section 2 of Ordinance No. 14931, enti t1ed: !'An. ordinance to be 
~ "un as the "Street Obstruction and Excavation" ordinance, relating to and regulating 

- .c obstruction of streets and alleys and public places of the City of Taco~; defin-
-.: the duties of the, Director of Public liorks in relation thereto; providing for the 
;lstruction, excavation or improvements on or in the streets or. alleys j providing 
.~alties for tne violation thereof; and repealing Ordinance No. 12947, as amended 

rdinance No. 14124." ~ad by title and placed in order of final reading. ~lyron 
. 'o:ns, City Engi~eer, explained that this anendr:ent will require all fuel oil deal

to obtain a pernit in order to oil dusty streets in the summer, which ~~11 give 
City a chec!-: on the cOr!panies performing this work and tend to tr..ake for a uniform 

• ~ iob throughout the City. There is no charge for this permit, l-!r. Ca1kir..s added. 

:. : :nance Xo. 15318-

Authorizing and directing the City Attorney of the City of Tacoma to purphase 
: or prosecute an action in the -Superior Cour,t of the State of Washington, for Pierce 

',;:-. t:{, under the right of eminent domain, for the condemnation and acquisition of cer
::--. property, property rights and privileges for the purpose of extending East 38th 

. '0 :.'::e; t fran East "N" Street to Portland Avenue; providing for the taking and dau.aging 
- said property, property rights and privileges; and providing for tne payment there
r. Read by title and placed in order of final reading. 

:~ :inance ~o. 15319. L. I. D. 1939. 

Providing for the construction of severs in the area bounded by Hosmer 
.\laska Streets and .from .128 feet north of South 46th Street to the alley between 

_J ~ ~h 49th and South 50th Street; creating LID 1939. Read by title and-.',placed 
: .... order of final reading. _ 

rlinance No. 15320. L • I. D. 4550. 
o • 

Providing for improvement of the alley between North 33rd and North 34th 
.) ~rccts from Proctor Street to Adams Street by paving and JJtorm drainage, creat
::1: LID 4550. Read by title and p~aced· in order of finali reading. 

I 
!. 

r'linance No. 15321. L. I. D. 5245. ! ,.: .. 

-- . 
Providing for the construction of.;a~ ~,.-inc.trc~t iron water maip in 

0) :'<1 te Street from South 15th Stre.et to South 19th Street, and in Sou'thi 18th 
:)~rcet from State Street ,to Sprague Avenue; creating LID 5245.- Read by title 
~l: placed in order. of final reading~ 

o lXAL READOO OF OHDINANC~t 

l~'linance No. 15315. 

Repealing Ordinance No. 6993, entitled: "An or,dinance to regulate the 
\,T j ting of prescriptions for certain drugs; and preacribing a p~nal ty for the 
'; i ()la tion hereof. It Read in full and passed. 

,)11 call' Ayes 9; Nays 0; Absent o. 

l > • ...-L~ !SUED BUS rnl!!SS , 

This being the date to which Council continued the hearing on appeal of 
.;. L. Judge (4-11-55) fro.m denial by the City l1a.l'lager of his license for the Jo 
llolly lIotel at all-;\- .Pacific Avenue, the Clerk ,roporte.d that Hr. Judge had requested 
that the hearing be postponed until Hay 9th, as he was ill and unable to attend 

-----........ ----------~~ 



{J i< ,') 5 1955 
• ~ -: 'the -meeting tonight. It was moved by Dr. lIumisto;., seconded by Hr. Jensen that the 

hearing be pos~poned WltD. Hay 9th. l!otion carried on roll callt Ayes 9; Nays 0; 
Absent o. 

The L. I. D. COOIIlittee reports that hearing vas held by the Committee 
on L'I D 5243 on April 19th, 1955 for cast iron vater mains in South 9th Street 
from Hason Avenue to Verde Street, and at said meeting it vas reported that a 
remonstrance of 61.75% had been filed against the improve_nt, In view of this 
large reDonstrance, the LID Committee sustained the remonstrance and ordered 
that the district be abandoned and ~es this rec~endation to the Coun~il. 
It was moved by Hr. Stojack, seconded by Col. Hooker to concur in the recommcnd
:!tion of the LID committee and carried on roll call: A~'es 9; Kays 0; Absent o. 

The City l1anager advised that he had an ordinance, which although it 
.';"as not listed on .the agenda, it was desired to give first reading at tonight's 
;:eeting. 

It vas moved by Hr. Jensen, seconded hy Dr. Humiston to suspend Rule 
7, relative to filing of nev matter for Council's consideration, in order to give 
:irst reading to Ordinance No. 15322. Hotioncarried unanimously on voice vote. 

iIRST READ.L\U uF OImL~CES: 

Ordinance ~o. 15322. 

Amending Section 48 of Ordinance No. ~5l06, entitledt "An ordinance 
adopting the payor compensation plan as contemplated by Section 6.9 of the City 
Charter; prescribing the salaries to be paid to nonelect1ve officers and employees 
of the City; establishing the positions of the various departments of the City 
Governmont; fixing the effective date of this ordinance, etc." (Payor Compensa
tion Plan. ie Vacation allowance with pay). Read 'by title and placed in order of 
final reading. Mr. Gavin Lawson, Director of Personnel, explained that the above 

amendment vas being -made to clarify the wording which vas not entirely clear. This 
aMendment would reinstate the language of the ordinance in effe~t ~efore Ordinance 
~:n. 15106. lie also stated that it was not the intent of Section 48 to reduce any 
nf the"fringe benefits" enjoyed by City employes in former years. It was brought 
out in the discussion that followed that City Employes receive twelve working days 
vacation per year; that after 10 years service an employe receives three addtional 
working days vacation; that after 20 years service an employe'. vacation amounts to 
~o working days, which is approximately a month; tha-t 5oi,c& leave can be. accumulated 
tl~ to 90 days; and that the City contributes the same amount to the pension fund as 
is contributed by the employe. llr. DackstrOOl said that it is estimated that tho a
bove "Fringe Benefits" aJlOWlt to approximately 19%. Hr. Bratrud said that ho felt 
every means of publicity should be used to acquaint the general public with these 
facts as there is much talk about the "poor abused City employe". He suggested 
that the City Manager include these facts in his next report to the Citizens and 
~lr. Backstrom agreed to do this. _. 

L"~'FINISJU-;D BUSIN~, 

Mr. A1 Morrison, Chairman of the ~ommittee for the"Summer.:Festival", 
which was first presented to Council on }~ch 14th, outlined, in detail 80me of 
the ideas that are being worked out to make this celebration outstanding. Two 
nroblems are at the moment confronting the COmmittee, which the Council can help 
to alleviate, Hr. llorrison ~aid. One is the matter of the ~50.00 a day license 
fee levied'by the Council in 1953 for operating a carnival, and the other is the 
securin~ of streets in the downtown area for the street dances and carnival, which 
j s to run three days from July 22nd to 24th inc. lie asked Council to either waive 
the fee in this instance or amend the ordinance so as to exempt from payment of 
the license fee a Civic sponsoring non-profit organization, where the proceeds ar& 
to be· used solely for. expenses. . '!he Committee will be obliged to pay the liconse 



A;';( ~ ~ 1~' 
. '~e thoy have been informed by the carnival operator, he addod, and it would be a 
::roat boost, to have it waived. the advisability of making an excepti~n ;n ~his 
caso was discussed at length, and at the conclusion of the ,discussion, the matter 
. "as taken under advisem.ent and referred to the Ci ty l~nager for study to ascertain what 
cZ!n be done. Hr. llorrison was Promised by the .Hayo.r that the Committee will be advised 

1 f' the ou tCODle in arlp1e t,ime. 

, At. this tire (8;40 P. M) the l1ayor called for a short .recess and asked the 
~ ()UI1cil members to adjourn into his office for discussion of sOJ1e reports and commun-
: cations which he had just received. . 

Council reconvened at 9:10 P. }1., with all nembers present. 

Mayor Tollefson asked Hr. Perdue, Chairman of the Finance Committee, if they 
:<.1 received the report from the Auditors requested at last week's meeting in order to 3~ 

':c: rify figures 'released by the City Manager in a news article in January. Hr. Perdue 
-~:rnished each memb er of Council wit~ a copy.of this report from Lybrand, Ross Bros. 
;::1 Hontgomery, dated April 22, 1955. This report, which }~. Perdue read for ,Council's 
.~:·ormation, stated there actually was a cash balance of ~41t655.2l in the General 

'.:;1"1 at the close of 1953, but if expenditures for the last seven mo.nths of the year 
ozd continued at the same rate as for the first five month, and there were no changes 
Ln total annual receipts, there would have been a cash deficit of approximately 
-·~lO,OOO as of D~cember 31, 1953, as during the first five ~ontils the General Fund 
~eceived 47.66% of its total annual receipts and paid or incurred 45.u~ of its total 
Z! ~nual expendi turcs, a1 though those five months represented only 41.61% of the calendar 
":0ar. A representative of the auditing firm was· present and answered questions asl{ed 
;):: .unbers of Council. 

The Mayor stated that many charges have b~en made by ~pponents ~fthe City 
.. anage~ fOnD. that Civil Service vas being destroyed. Questionnaires hav~ been sent 
~ r) ~7 comparable cities to ascertain statistics on the controversial "rule of three" 
:-,0"'- in effect in Tacoma and also on how the Civil Service Board is picked. "'~ty-
'. ',;" cities have replied and the tabulations show that 30 use the "ru1e of three~' 
... , that 40 have ah appointed Civil Service Board. 

Mayor Tollefson said he had learned that the Tacoma Police Local #252, which 
,;>1 intencted to remain neutral, h~d,at the insis:tence of s~ of i t3 members, taken 

~ secret ballot on a motion "Opposing the City Hanager form of government and the pres
·;nt City Charter as it affects our Civil Service". The results were 127 in favor and 
,.:;ly 84 opposed to the motion. lie commended the Department for taking a secret ballot, 
~ .. s he would not want it to appear any pressure was used, and reiterated his former 
';flsi tion that any city employee has the right to support or go against the present 

fI\Oernment", and both sides would be protected by the Mayor and the Council. 

Mayor Tollefson, who was one of the ~reeholders drawing the present charter, 
r .. viewed the positions of the members of the Coadttee, saying ttlat 12 favored the 
~ity Manager form, 2 favored a strong mayor form and 1 favored amending the old charter, 
,:.: that all were in favor of appointment of a Utility Board.. Letters favoring a Util-
. : '; Board were receiied by the Free Holders from the ~lectrica1 Workers Union, the 

,~'.:-·1bcr of Commerce, Tacoma Engineers' Club, C. A. Erdahl, then Commissioner of Public 
~i~ities, and many others and these are on file. 

Dr. lIumiston asked the City Manager if the report on nogotiations,which have 
.. cn place with City Employees and their representatiyes, had been completed. lb". 

:.~-:::strom handed each member of Council a copy of thOo;'.report entitledz"Pub1ic Hearings 
: : !~eetings relating to salaries, wages and lIorking.'.condi tions of City Employees" , 

" ·:.ich was too long to summarize in the meeting. 

Dr. Battin said ,that a news story last week, which reported the J.Iayor a's 

.-.,-.--.~ ... 



stating before the Bar Association on April 15th, that he felt it might be unethical 
to ask Mr. E. K. Hurray hOll much money he had been paid by the City in 1952 while serv
ing as a freeho1der and Hr. h~ay's reply that he had received fees for his serVices 
but that he considered himself to have be~n underpaid, had aroused his curiosity and ,J 

:t- he had done a little investigating. ~ tie ,found that since 1948 Tacama <=ity 'Light has 
retained Hr. Murray as Special Counsel and up to the time Hr. Erdahl was discharged 
as director, at which time Hr. Murray's services vere also terminated, he had been 
!laid in excess of $44,000 in fees not including expenses which were extra, Dr. Battin 
told the Council. Dr. Battin charged that the creation of a .Utility Board, which Mr. 
: Iurray now opposes, was ac tually his "brainchild" and vas proposed by him to the 
:'reeholders. 

City Manager Backstrom stated that the application of Paul Salatino 
~or a taxicab location stand was under consideration and he felt it should be referr
ed to a Committee of the Council to meet with the Administrative Stafr. lie suggested 

~ the IIGeneral Committee" consisting of ~erdue, Stojack and Hooker, would be the proper 
.;~ Committee to which to refer this matter, and Hr. Perdue vas asked to arrange for a 

:1eeting. 

Col. Hooker pointed out that a great deal of adverse publicity is being 
~iven by the opp~ition to ·the 6 points of the Civil Service Rul.es, which ended in 
1isagreement, while nothing is being said about the more than 100 points where arbitra
tion brought agreement, and said he would like a report on this phase. 

Hr. Backstrom reported that the CO\lnty-City Building- Committee had met 
. ., with the County Commissioners and gOlle OVer approximately one-half of the agreement. 

,- Another meeting should be arranged as soon as possible to consider the- balance of 
the document, he added. Wednesday, April 27th at 9:30 vas agreeable to the Committee 
:or this meeting, and }~. Backstrom agreed to notify the members where the meeting 
~;ould be held. .; . . 

"1~ . The Mayor reported that he would not be at the Council meoting next 
.'" ~:onday, as he haa been requested by the Public Utility Board, as well as the Direct

or, to appear before both houses of CoDiress in the City's behalf on the Eagle Gorge 
;)al1l. 

.1:50 P. lI. 
Upon motion, duly seconded and carried, C~cil then adjourned at . 

c:::z22?t ~ . .~. 
President OY ouDcil. 

:~ 




