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CITY GOUNCIL BUDGET HEARING

City Council Chambers
November 23, 1976

Following the regular City Council meeting, Mayor Johnston ceconvenedtthe
1977 City Budget Hearings at 7:20 p.m.

Present were Mayor Johnston, ~1rs. Bichsel, Mr. Hudson, Mr. Nelson, l'tr. Nie,is.en.
Mr. Schroeder, Mr. Sonntag, Mr. Strege and Deputy Hayor Warnick.

Mayor Johnston called upon Aido Benedetti, Director of the Department of
Public Utilities, who reviewed the budget of the Light, Water and Belt.Line
Divisions, the anticipated revenues and the goals of the department.

William Glundberg, Director of the Metropolitan Park D1Atrlcttpre8ent~d

a review of the budget and introduced John 0' Leary, Park Board ~l~mbe;.

Mr. O'Leary asked for an additional $100,000 for 1977 operating ekpenses

~~o~~~~~ ~~/~~~~~;a~~: ~~:~~~~g~eVel of service. lie also asked for an 8ddttl0i~~'¥{Jij~i

Kevin Hegarty, Library Director, reviewed the accomplishments of eheltltlt Yo,4"'<:<;2.":;5;'.
and presented the budget for 1977, which he advised has an increase in supplieff':;:'~ij/

and capital outlay. However, the budget is balanced due to the reduction in the ,.,>:;~!'l!
number of employees. He said the reduction in personnel was done' th~ough attr1tion:~"

,. . • _ _. ~ I ...;_

, '<':':'<~
Dr. Harlan HcNutt, Director of the Hen l t h Department reviewed the budgetanq .. ··:;;/,Jl·~i

advised it cover s the present level of services. He said the depar tment ! 8 4c.t1.vit1a')Yil
are governed by St.a t e Law and CIty Ordinances. EmphaRte 18 on prevention of di$eaS'e~'~';~~I:;",,":~!.

Dave Bishop, Planner of t he Health Department, answered questions of Council '·,~·i·
members regarding certain activities and statistics of disease and infant mortality.. /t~

Also speaking and atlswering questions of Council members was Nancy Cherry,
Chief of the Nursing Division.

Archie Fiddler, Director of the Tacoma/Pierce County Humane Society, advised
that theirs is II non-prof It o r'ga n Lz a t Lon operating under State Law under contract
with the City and Pierce County. He reviewed the budget and the objectives for 1977.
lie introduced Cl a r Ga Lsf o r d , the accountant for the Humane Society. Mr. Gaisford
advised that the budget Luc r ea s e for 1977 is less than one half of one percent. He
suggested that the formula of 47% County and 53% City allocation be changed to a
SO/50 allocation. lie s ubm i t t ed a supp l emenr a l budget for one employee for night
services for a l Lt t l e over $20,000.

'" Ell ida Kirk, President of tile Tacoma/Pierce County Civic Arts Commission, reviewed
the accomplishments of the Commission, its llssistance to the artists, and benefits to
the community. She asked for Council support of the arts.
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Also speaking llnd asking for support were Greg Geissler and Barbara
Baldwin,Meinbersof the Arts Commission.

Mrs. Kirk advised that there is a supplemental budget of $11,291 for coats
staff· for six months. The eETA funds requested are $205,534., She also asked
Councilguidellnes for the use of the one percent for the atts·monies •

. .On completion of testimony f rom organizations, Mayor Johnston
any citizens requesting to speak.

Rosa Franklin spoke on health care for citizens and urged the City's
participation.

Dave Johnson spoke regarding insufficient bus service in

\Hth no other c LtLz ens desiri.ng to speak, Na}'or Johnston declaredth41·
. budget hearjngs closed, and requested an Ordinance adopting the

be brought to Council for first reading on December 14, 1976.

The hearings were declared closed at 10:25 p.m~

ATTEST:
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